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A Case of Abscess op the Brain after Otobbhcea. — Autopsy.* 
By C. Barok, M. D., of St. Louis. 

History. — ^Fanny F., aged 15, had suffered for the last seven 
or eight years from otorrhoea of the left ear. As to the cause, 
the relatives cannot remember. From time to time, when the dis- 
charge was more abundant and offensive, she was treated at dif- 
ferent dispensaries of this city. At longer intervals she com- 
plained of headache on the left side. During the last six months 
this headache was more frequent and violent than before. 

As the discharge became more profuse, she again went to a 
dispensary on March 8, 1887; there "they stopped it at once,'' 
as the mother expressed herself. So she did not return. Five 
days later she suddenly became seriously ill with very violent 
headache, dizziness, nausea ; the next day convulsion? set in and 
Dr. R. , the family physician, was called. He found a tempera- 
ture of a 104^-105® F., the patient delirious, half comatose, rest- 
les.s and complaining of a very severe headache. He made the 
diagnosis of incipient meningitis, ordered ice, quinine and mor- 
phine. 

As the ear began to discharge again, he called me in consulta- 
tion and I saw the patient for the first time on March 15th. I 
found the general condition about the same as described ; the ex- 
ternal canal of the left ear filled with thick, foetid pus, the walls 
so swollen that it was impossible to introduce the smallest specu- 
lum and get a view of the drum-membrane. The region over the 
mastoid process was somewhat swollen and very tender on press- 
ure, and I advised opening it as the only means of possibly sav- 
ing the patient. The operation was performed the next day. 



*Read before the MisBoari State Medical Association, Mfty 1^ 1887. 
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^Triangular incision ; the vertical side behind the concha 4 em . 
(Ij in.) long; a horizontal one, backwards 3 cm. (li in.) long. 
The periosteum could be scraped off easily and this being done, a 
.drop of thick pus was seen escaping through the bone. At this 
place a square piece was chiselled out, each side one cm. (f in. ) 
long. I prefer in this operation the chisel to all other instruments 
and use small so-called dentist-chisels of different sizes and 
forms. The external lamella of the bone being removed, a 
large irregular cavity filled with pus and carious detritus was laid 
open. It was cleansed and scraped out with a sharp spoon. 
The probe entered two-thirds of an inch and reached the mas- 
toid antrum. Injections of water did not flow out through the 
external canal immediately, but they did so from the second day 
after the operation, proving that communication with the middle 
ear had been established. The operation was done with antisep- 
tic precautions, bichloride of mercury being used. The wound 
was dressed at first twice, then once a day. It healed well, an 
opening beihg maintained in the lower angle by a drainage tube. 
The discharge, both through the opening and the external 
canal, was a profuse one. For the next few days the patient 
seemed to improve. The headache disappeared almost com- 
pletely. The fever came down to 100^—102^. She became 
more conscious and answered questions, but then she got worse 
again and sank more and more into coma. Paralysis of the right 
side set in and she died in a comatose state on March 29. Facial 
paralysis or paralysis of one of the oculo-motor nerves could 
never be noticed. 

The autopsy was made the next morning. The skull was 
opened in the usual way. Dura mater of the convexity some- 
what congested, but not more adherent to the bone than usual. 
The veins all overfilled. On attempting to take the brain out of 
the skull there was a gush of thick, yellow, foetid matter, which 
came out of an abscess cavity in the left hemisphere. This will 
be described later on. It had opened at a place opposite the pos- 
terior wall of the petrous bone and had been adherent to the peri- 
osteum quite firmly about the point of opening. Adhesions were 
found nowhere else. The whole dura mater of the bone was 
covered with pus, but the greater portion of it was evidently 
from the abscess. After the brain had been taken out, the whole 
temporal was removed by two uniting cuts. 

The dura mater covering the tegmen tympani and the poster- 
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ior sarface of the petrous bone, was thickened, of a dirty, green^ 
ish-black color. In the midst of this, over the aquseductus ves- 
tibulse, there was a small hole occluded by a protruding clot of 
thickened pus, which corresponded to the opening info the brain 
^abscess. The temporal bone was then divided to show the tym- 
panum, mastoid, antrum and labyrinth. They were found to be 
runited into one irregular cavity, filled partly with matter and de- 
tritus. A probe introduced into the wound appeared without 
difficulty in the middle ear. The malleus and a large portion of 
the thickened drum-membrane were in 8itu. The perforation of 
the latter was a relatively small one, in the anterior lower region. 
The whole tegmen tympani was carious, very thin and showed a 
number of small perforations through which pus was escaping. 

The abscess cavity in the left hemisphere was situated in the 
temporal lobe, extending backward into the occipital lobe. It 
was about as large as a goose egg, of an irregular oblong shape. 
There was a firm enclosing capsule of connective tissue. The 
opening at the afore*mentioned place was large enough to intro- 
duce a penholder, partly, of course, artificially made. The pus 
within the cavity was of the most offensive character, so that it 
was nearly impossible to remove the odor from the hands. (The 
specimens were here demonstrated by the author). 

Remarks.-^This case presents some interesting features. It 
is evident that the abscess of the brain must have existed for 
years. In the light of the autopsy, the pathological history is 
this : The chronic otorrhoea has led to caries of the petrous bone, 
labyrinth and tegmen tympani. Undoubtedly the main point in 
the propagation of this insidious process was the small perfora,- 
tion in the fibrin-thickened drum-membrane, which would not al- 
low the proper escape of the discharge. The path from themid- 
•dle ear into the brain was not the usual one through the tegmen 
tympani, but by way of the destroyed labyrinth through the 
aqusBductus vestibulse, as is clearly shown in the specimens. The 
firm adhesions about the point of entrance and the dense capsule 
of the abscess prevented the extension to the meninges and al- 
lowed the abscess to increase slowly, almost without symptoms. 
There was neither paresis nor paralysis, nor the slightest mental 
disturbance. The casual headache must, of cobrse, be attributed 
to this, especially to the increased distension, which was relieved 
in consequence by discharging through the opening into the mi d 
die ear. When the patient visited the dispensary for the last 
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time, the discharge was stopped, probably by filling the external 
meatas with powder ; the pus accumulated and broke through, 
giving rise to acute meningitis. I may be allowed on this occa- 
sion to warn against the indiscriminate powder treatment now in 
vogue. In discharging processes of the ear, as well as anywhere 
else, the indication is to secure free drainage. 

That the patient could not be saved by the operation is clear. 
But it was not possible to make the diagnosis of a pre-existing 
brain-abscess from the lack of symptoms. Headache is often 
found in otorrhoea, especially when complicated with caries, but 
where there is no brain-abscess. On the other hand, there are 
cases on record where patients with similarly severe symptoms 
were saved by the opening of the mastoid process. 



Epiphora, Its Cause and Treatment. By A. D. Williams, 
M. D., of St. Louis. s 

Naturally the tears should be carried off through the lachrymal 
apparatus into the nose as rapidly as they are formed. When- 
ever the natural drainage of tears from the eye is from any cause 
interfered with, epiphora — trickling of tears down over the face 
— is the result*. Lachrymation is not epiphora ; in the former 
there is no obstruction, but the tears are secreted faster than the 
lachrymal apparatus can carry them o^, consequently the eye 
runs over. On the contrary, in epiphora there is either obstruc- 
tion in the passage, which prevents the tears from getting through 
into the nose, or, the beginning of the lachrymal apparatus, the 
puncta lachrymalia, are so displaced that the tears cannot get 
into the passage. In either case, "weeping eyes" is the result. 

While epiphora is a harmless condition and perfectly free from 
danger to the eye, it is excessively annoying. Most of persons 
afflicted with epiphora must constantly' dry their eyes while walk- 
ing, riding or driving in the open air. 

In every case of epiphora the first thing to be determined is : 
why do the tears not pass into the nose as they should do? This 
question is sometimes very difficult to answer. I first look at the 
punctum lachrymaLe in the lower lid, as that practically carries off 
all the tears from the eye, and determine, in the first place, if it 
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stands in its proper place up against the ball ; or, if it is dis- 
placed so it does not touch the ball at al). 

If I find the punctum closed so tightly as to be water-proof^ 
as it often is, I conclude at once that this is the eauso of the epi- 
phora, and proceed to forcibly dilate the punetom and canali- 
culus by passing a conical probe through into the tear sac. Re- 
peating the operation a few times permanently opens up the 
punctum and lets the tears pass into the i^ose. 

If I find the punctum displaced and turned away from the ball, 
as it very frequently is, by contraction of the skin or swelling of 
the conjunctiva, I slit up the canaliculus and thus make an arti- 
ficial opening through which the tears may pass into the nose. 

If the lower canaliculus is closed by a cicatrix, I cut across 
the canal beyond the scar and slit it open down into the corner 
and thus relieve the epiphora. 

If the lower punctum and canaliculus are in proper position 
and condition, I seek for obstruction in the nasal duct below the 
tear sac, where it is usually located. I press hard upon the skin 
over the tear sac ; if there be obstruction below the sac, ordinar- 
ily I will press either whitish mucus or muco-purulent material 
out of the lachrymal puncta into the eye. That would prove 
positively that the cause of the epiphora is obstruction of the 
nasal duct below the sac. 

Failing to press anything out of the sac does not prove posi- 
tively that there is no obstruction in the nasal duct, still it is good 
eyidence that there is not. 

If I find obstruction of the nasal duct and there is no suj^pura" 
tionfrom the tear sa^y I make it a rule to advise the patient to 
bear with the annoyance of the epiphora rather than go through 
with the necessary operation for stricture of the nasal duct and 
the tedious after-treatment, with considerable uncertainty in the 
final result, so far as relieving the epiphora is concerned. 

Whenever suppuration in the tear sac sets in, the usual opera- 
tion for nasal stricture is indispensable. 

If I fail to find obstruction in the nasal duct, then I inspect 
closely the nose to see if the nasal end of the duct is not closed 
by inflammatory swelling of the Schneiderian membrane, or the 
products of such inflammation ; or by hypertrophy of the infer- 
ior turbinated bone. It is a fact that the cause of epiphora is 
frequently found in the nose. A collection of tough mucus or 
swelling of the mucous membrane in and about the lower end of 
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the nasal duct may obstruct the tube so as to prevent the tear» 
from getting into the nose. 

But hypertrophy of the inferior turbinated bone is the most 
common nasal cause of weeping eyes. 

The first of these conditions must be treated locally by the 
use of antiseptic and cleansing applications, such as boracicacid, 
bicarbonate or biborate of soda, blown into the nose or snui^ed 
up two or three times a day. Dry applications act better than 
solutions. These dry powders act particularly nicely in children 
and young people. They dissolve the mucus, disinfect, cleanse 
and at the same time medicate the membrane. 

In cases of hypertrophy of one or more of the turbinated! 
bones, only surgical treatment will avail anything. The hyper* 
trophied parts should be cauterized ^uper/SctoZZ^ with galvano-cau- 
tery, so as to make them shrink to their normal size. Actual de- 
struction of the turbinated bones by the cautery must be strictly 
avoided. The burn should be superficial and be repeated till' 
sufficient contraction of the parts is obtained. 

Chromic acid may be used instead of the galvano-cautery, but 
the latter is by all odds the best. 

Thus epiphora may be relieved in a variety of ways, but it of- 
ten requires extreme care to determine the nature and location of 
its cause. 

I have already stated I never advise the probing of the nasal 
duct for simple epiphora. If it cannot be relieved without tnat, 
I recommend the patient to bear that annoyance till suppuration 
in the tear sac sets in ; then an operation is absolutely necessary.^ 



At the late meeting of the Association of American Physi-- 
cians the following officers were elected for the ensuing year : 

President, Dr. William H. Draper; First Vice-President, Dr.. 
Francis Minot ; Second Vice-President, Dr. R. Palmer Howard ; 
Recorder, Dr, William Osier ; Secretary, Dr. Henry Hun ; Treas- 
urer, Dr. W. W. Johnston ; Member of the Council, Dr. Wil- 
liam Pepper. 
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f^ospital ZTotes. 

ST. LOUIS CITY HOSPITAL. 
H. C. Dalton, M. D., Superintendent. 

CoMcussioK OP Spike. — Pabaplkoia. — Dbath. — Autopsy. By 
Bransford Lewis, M. D., Senior Assistant. 

Wm. B., aged 25, American, single, machinist, was admittecl 
April 26th, 1886. On the evening before his entrance, while in- 
toxicated, he fell from a third story stairway to the first floor,, 
striking his head and left shoulder, causing unconsciousness^ 
which lasted for several hours, after which he was conscious up 
to a short time before death. He sustained contused wounds of 
scalp, of the left shoulder and of the knee. There was complete 
paralysis — motor and sensory—- of the parts below in a level with 
the second intercostal space anteriorly, and the third dorsal 
vertebra posteriorly. A paresis of both arms and forearms and 
pralysis of the parts supplied by the ulnar nerves also existed. 
This paresis afterwards increased, but at no time was there com- 
plete paralysis of those parts. The head was held in a fixed, but 
not abnormal position, because of the paun in the neck which any 
movement caused. 

Examination of the spine revealed nothing more than tender- 
ness distributed throughout the cervical region, but especially 
marked at the seventh cervical. 

Patient had retention of urine and faeces ; intermittent priap- 
ism was present^ but was not severe. The refiexes were absent^ 
excepting that of pupils. The latter were normal. The rythm.^, 
of the heart's action was for a time disturbed, giving too great a^ 
length of time between the first and second sounds. Respiration^ 
was diaphragmatic, slow and labored. Pulse full, regular, about 
70 ; temperature natural. 

On the following day he was worse ; a crimson flush of the 
throat and upper part of the chest indicated involvement of the 
sympathetic system. There was less fever and sensibility in the 
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arms. Temperature 40.6® C. (106.1® Fah.) ; pulse more rapid. 
Nausea, with attempts! at vomiting that were troublesome. The 
temperature became lower towards evening, soon after which the 
patient died. 

An autopsy, performed by Dr. F. J. Lutz, at the Morgue, dis- 
closed no macroscopical lesions of the brain or spinal cord, and 
revealed nothing to account for the symptoms. 



Contusion of thb Spinal Cord with Paraplegia. — ^Death. — 
Autopsy. By Bransford Lewis, M. D., Senior Assistant. 

A. B. (Col'd) aet. 88, nativity U. S., married, laborer, admit- 
ted May 16th, 1887. 

On May 1st, while under the influence of whiskey, the patient 
fell from a lamp-post, striking on his shoulders, more heavily on 
the right than on the left. He was unable to rise and noticed that 
he had but little strength in his arms, the right one being the 
weaker. When brought to the hospital there was complete par- 
aplegia, with paresis of the upper extremities. Impairment of 
sensation was commensurate with the motor affection. From the 
the third dorsal vertebra, posteriorly and the nipples anteriorly, 
sensation diminished progressively down to the ilii : below that 
part it was lost. The sphincters were powerless. There was 
no deformity of the spinal column. 

About the twelth day of his illness a large bed sore developed 
at the sacral and lumbar regions. Patient's condition remained 
about the same up to May 21st, when he was found, during the 
night, in a comatose state, in which he died the next morning. 
Before death there was great acceleration of temperature and 
pulse ; respiration was labored. 

Autopsy, 7 hours after death. Cranium and contents normal. 
Upon removing the soft parts from the vertebral column, a de- 
pression was notable between the spines of the fourth and fifth 
cervical vertebrae, caused by the rupture of their connecting 
ligaments. This allowed of their separation, posteriorly, a cen- 
timeter (^in.) in width. Over the spine of the vertebra prom- 
inens, the tissues were slightly contused. The dura mater of the 
cord was slightly congested generally ; pia mater normal. On 
making a longitudinal section of the cord, a softened spot, lying 
opposite the junction of the fourth and fifth cervical vertebrse was 
found. This softened portioa was of a yellowish color, 2.5 cent 
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(1 inch) in length, involved the whole thickness of the cord, bat 
was especially marked anteriorly. In its center was a small 
hsemorrhagio spot about two mm. (.08 in. ) in diameter. There was 
was no tendency to dislocation of the vertebrsB mentioned then 
existing. The rest of the cord seemed normal. Parenchyma of 
the Udneys and mucous membrane of the bladder were much 
congested. Nothing else of a pathological nature was found. 



Clinical Reports from pripate practice. 

Two Unusual Cases of Injury to the Tendons. By Jno. H. 
McInttbb, a. M., M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

The following cases of a somewhat rare form of injury are 
interesting in a general way, but the main reason for my desire 
to report them is the fact that they illustrate a general law in re- 
gard to such injuries which in my experience is almost, if not 
quite invariable, viz : 

In all instance» where tendons are extended to the point of rapt- 
%irej and especially when they are torn out^ the rupture occurs at the 
podU of muscular attachment. 

H. S., aged 62, a heavy, beer-drinking German, presenting evi- 
dences of kidney disease, was brought to my ofQce on the 20th of 
March, 1885, in an insensible condition. I found oa examination 
that the ring finger of the left hand had been torn off at the 
first joint, bringing away with it the tendon in its entirety, the 
rupture having occured at the muscular attachment at the elbow. 




Fig. 1. — Finger with Tendon attached. 

The stump was dressed in the usual manner. Inflammation 
of a high grade set in and was followed by the formation of five 
distinct abscesses, occurring along the line of the tendon which 
had beeni removed. The patient was discharged on the 24th of 
April, or thirty-five* days after injury, with a fair use of the hand 
and arm. 

F. S., aged 32, a giant physically, was brought into my office 
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oti the 28^ of April, just four days after the discharge of the 
patient above alluded to, with the right thumb torn off at the 
middle of the first phalanx, the tendons of the flexor and ex- 
tensor longus coming away with the thumb, raptured at theirmus" 
ctUar attachment. The right index finger, in this case, was 
crushed at its metacarpal articulation. 




Fig. 2. Thumb with Tendons attached. 

The treatment was such as is usually followed in these cases. 
Inflammation ran high and was followed by a large abscess in the 
palm of the hand and three distinct abscesses along the course of 
the torn-out tendons. There was, in addition, considerable con- 
stitutional disturbance, notwithstanding which the patient made* 
a fairly rapid and good recovery. 

Both of these men received their injuries from one and the- 
same machine — a dough mixer in a large cracker factory. The< 
apparatus, which consists of a boiler iron tank in which revolves- 
a dentated cylinder, becoming clogged, the men with that reck- 
lessness bom of familiarity, inserted their hands to remove ob- 
structions and with the result mentioned. 

If the law above refered to has been previously announced. L 
am unaware of the fact. 

614 Olive St. 



Death of Professor Gosselin. — ^To the list of distinguished** 
French and German physicians who passed away in the month of 
May last, we must add the name of Prof. Gosselin, of the Fac- 
ulty of Paris, who died in that city on the 6th, at the age of 71 
years. The deceased was almost the last representative of that 
circle of surgeons of the old school who were so famous in 
France during the £mpire. He was a hard worker and a volum- 
inous writer, and, though for several years past afiAicted with a 
complication of painful troubles, maintained his intellectual 
activity to the very last. 
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, £o^resp^n^cn«. 

WH4T IS UTEBARY PIBACY. 

Editobs St. Louis Medical Aia> Subgioal Jotrlti^At: 

Gbntleuen.-^! would be glad to have yoar opinion on the f ol^ 
lowing facts: 

Dr. Whitehead, of Denver, U. S. A., published a paper on ^^Hip 
Joint Diseases" in the New York Medical Record. I wrote 
to Dr. Whitehead asking him to allow me to republish this 
article in the Provincial Medical Jounnol. He [consented 
(letter in my hands) and sent me ten blocks to illustrate his pa- 
per. The New York Record thereupon accused me of literary 
piracy in a very offensively worded note. I should be glad of 
the opinion of American journalists on these points : 

Has an author no rights in hisMSS. or in his published papers? 
V Must he confine his MSS. or proofs to one paper in one country? 

Is it for the interests of medecine that papers published in 
the New World must not appear in the Old World, if there pub- 
lished in any journal? If piapers are paid for, I can understand 
that the authors have not any right to give them to another pa- 
per, and if blocks are made at expense of one paper they should 
not be used without consent. 

In my case Dr. Whitehead gave his consent and sent me, at 
my request, the illustrations. 

To simplify your understanding of the matter, I may say I knew 

his paper had already appeared in that American journal, but this 

^ latter has not naturally a large circulation in England. My fault 

would appear to be I did not note that Dr. Whitehead's paper had 
already appeared in the United States. Should I have done so? 

I absolutely deny the allegation of ^'piracy," which cannot 
be sustained in face of the facts. 

As t hope to visit America soon, I should like my fellow jour- 
nalists in the States to understand the real facts and to have the 
'opinion of editors on the questions I have put. 

I am yours very truly. 

Th. M. Doran, M. D., 
Editor Provincial MedknU Journal.. 
Horton House, Halifax, England, May 14^ 1887. 
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[In answer to Dr. Doran's qaerj^ we can only give what is the 
custom in the editorial management of the Journal. The tender 
of a manuscript to us, for publication as an original commun- 
ication^ presupposes that it has not been published before in any 
journal anywhere, and further, that it is not to be given to any 
other journal in manuscript form without our consent. The 
Author's right to, and tsontrol over his manuscript ceases abso- 
lutely (except for purposes of correction or emendation), the 
moment that it is accepted and put into type by us. We do not 
accept a manuscript upon any other terms, and should consider a 
departure from this rule on the part of a contributor as an act of 
bad faith which would forever afterward close our pages to the 
offending party. While under the circumstances we must regard 
the term 'literary piracy" as a harsh one, we think that the pa- 
per in which the article first appeared was clearly entitled to a 
•credit therefor. Indeed this is the application of the very es- 
sence and spirit of our whole system of exchanges and credits, 
and unless the rule be scrupulously followed, the entire system 
flBUst go for naught. 

While thus, in our opinion, Dr. Doran's action in the matter 
was at variance with established custom, and contrary to the true 
interests of medical journalism, it was taken under a mistaken 
idea, and his frank avowal of principles and views should remove 
from him, and the very Valuable publication of which he is the 
editor, the stigma of the strong term used by the aggrieved jour- 
nal. % 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal. 



The Chicago Medkal News and Examiner and Medical 
Standard published daily editions during the meeting of the 
American Medical Association, and while their reports of the 
general sessions were excellent and full, they did not succeed so 
well with the sections. 

The Enterprise of our Chicago cotemporary the Medical 
Standard^ in publishing portraits,, is very commendable. We 
have only one fault to find, and that is the almost studied omis- 
sion of the portrait of our esteemed Louisville friend, Dudley 
Reynolds. Why is this thus? All the others yr^ve there, 
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THE LATE MEETING OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 



The last meeting of the American Association was one which 
was well attended. A large number of physicians were present 
and all took quite an interest in the {jroceedings. Of the purely 
scientific work all that can be said is that it was about equal to 
that of former years in quality. There was more work done, 
however, in the various sections, the attendance also being fuller 
than in the last few years. 

In the legislative portion of the work of the general sessions, 

there were some important suggestions made, but there was a 

N fresh confirmation of the old fact that physicians make poor 

legislators, frittering away much valuable time in the discussion 
of purely parliamentary points, where it could be advantageous- 
ly utilized for other purposes. 

Among the most important changes proposed is to establish a 
Council in lieu of the Nominating Committee. This council is to 
be composed of two members from each state, the term of ofi^ce 
lasting two years, one being selected each year. The duties of 
this Council are to be the election of ofiftcers of the Association 
and of the Sections and the appointing of three essayists to de- 
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Mver each an address at the general sessions. The chairmen of 
sections are to deliver their addresses before their respective sec- 
tions. This is a very good move and one to be highly com- 
mended. 

The organization of the Section on Dermatology and Syphilo- 
graphy was accomplished and makes a much needed and valu- 
able addition. 

Taken all in all, the Chicago meeting may be considered a suc- 
cess. Its merits can only be fully appreciated when its work is 
placed before the profession. Unfortunately, circumstances are 
such that this can be done in small installments only, but the 
general result will be felt throughout the length and breadth of 
the land. When we consider that many were absent, from 
whom great things were expected, and that many who were pre- 
sent are holding their best material in reserve for the Congress, 
the Association can be said to have done very well. 



THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. 



It is not necessary here to go over the details of the now notor- 
ious difficulties which have more or less interfered with the prelim- 
inary work of the International Medioal Congress to be held 
in Washington this year. At each meeting of the American Med- 
ical Association, however, news of an interesting, if not agreea- 
ble, character has been received, and at che last meeting the 
friends of the Congress were instructed, if not edified, by what 
they learned. The Executive Committee of the Congress held a 
meeting and the financial outlook was pretty thoroughly con- 
sidered. It was shown that Congress had appropriated $10,000, 
and the donations, etc., up to that time, made in the United 
States, amounted to $2,000 more. This was immediately taken 
as an indication that the Congress will not be a success ; and, we 
are free to say, it will be a complete failure financially unless 
money is quickly and liberally supplied. The American Associ- 
ation subscribed $1,000 toward the fund, and if every state and 
local society did as well as our own, funds would not be lacking. 

The Missouri State Medical Association has donated $300, the 
St. Louis Medical Society $200, with others to hear from. It has 
been said that the majority of the honors of the Congress have 
been distributed South and West and that those sections ought to 
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bear the financial responsibility in consequence. This is a very 
specious form of argument, and it seems hardly fair that those 
states which are youngest and which are just beginning to recup- 
erate from financial disaster should be called upon to do all« 

We have always been warm friends of the Congress, and we 
are so yet. We are certain that it will be a success. We say 

— this with a full knowledge of what we are saying. Despite the 

fact that there has been some friction, we know that the profes- 
sion in America has too much pride to permit our guests to say 
that it failed on account of the want of a few dollars. But we 
need the money and need it now. We have pledged ourselves 
to furnish each visitor with a copy of the transactions free, and 
we are in honor bound to keep our promise. We know that the 
West and South will do their duty fully and cheerfully, and the 
least we can expect is that the balance of the country will not be 
backward. We feel confident that when the State and local so- 
cieties of the North and East become alive to the necessity of fi- 
nancial support, they too will come forward liberally. If such 
be the case there is absolutely nothing in the way to prevent the 
Washington Congress of 1887, from being in every respect the 

^ peer of its predecessors of London, Copenhagen and Berlin. 

While we are certain that, so far as scientific work is con- 
cerned, this Congress will compare favorably with any preceding 
one, we wish here to call attention to a disregard of precedent 
which has been exhibited by the gentlemen who have managed 
the present affair. Those who have followed the proceedings of 
the various Congresses, have noticed one thing : When the Con- 
gress was held in London, all those Englishmen who had attended 
the preceding Congress were made officers in the various sections ; 
all the Danes who attended the London Congress were honored 
with positions in the sections of the Congress held at Copenhagen ; 

\ but a number of Americans who were at Copenhagen were never 

offered places in the sections, nor is it likely that they will be. 
But the explanation is an easy one — ^^they are from the West ; 
verbum sap. 



THE SECRET OF LONGEVITY. 

It is but a few years since it was Customary in certain notable 
medical quarters to express doubts concerning the cases of re- 
ported longevity constantly being published in the secular press. 
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So far was this incredulity carried that an emrinent English medi- 
cal authority declared that there was no well authenticated in- 
stance, in modern times at least, of a human being living through 
an entire century. Within a few years, however, so many well 
authenticated instances of great longevity have been brought to 
public notice, that even the most skeptical have been forced to 
admit that not only may a man live through a century, but that 
this period is frequently overstepped by several years, and that, 
too, by individuals who retain their faculties to an astonishing de- 
gree. A great many instances are being brought to light by the 
reporters of the daily press, where these "centurions," as Mrs. 
Malaprop calls them, have experienced a certain renovation in 
advanced age, the recovery of vision and cutting fresh sets of 
teeth being the most common of these evidences of rejuvenation. 

The fact then, that the natural term of man's life as fixed by 
the Bible — the '*three score years and ten,*' can no longer be re- 
garded as a limit, having been accepted the question arises 
whether this longevity of the present generation really de- 
notes a lengthening of the general average of human life, and if 
so, what are the causes or influences that have brought about the 
increment ? 

To the first part of this question, we think that no man who has 
studied the question will hesitate a moment in answering that the 
increase is real, and not apparent. While, on the one hand, we 
may put away as myths or mistranslations the stories of enor- 
mous longevity related in the ancient sacred books ; and while 
we cannot doubt, on the other hand, that in the past, as in the 
present, there were individual instances where men and women 
reached great age, we are forced to believe that there are causes 
now operating which have greatly increased the average of hu- 
man existence. What are they? 

In 1860 the writer, then a student in Munich, had the pleasure 
of witnessing the time-honored ceremony of St. George's day, 
when the King, as the head of the church in his own realms, 
washed the feet of the twelve oldest men in Bavaria. The 
youngest of these, if memory serves aright, was 96 and the oldest 
104 or 106 years old. Baron Liebig, the warm personal friend of 
the King (Maximilian II, the father of the late illstarred Ludwig), 
improved the opportunity thus offered, of turning an allegorical 
ceremony to practical account, by submitting to each of the an- 
cients who had their feet thus washed, a series of questions con- 
cerning his Lebenswandel, or mode of life. These questions 
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embraced queries concerning the use of spirits (sclinapps, brandj, 
etc.), wine, beer, coffee, tea, tobacco (smoking, chewing and 
snuffing), flesh-meat, vegetables, etc. ; the habit of life in regard 
to labor, rest, sleep, exercise, etc. — in fact, such a series of 
queries as would readily occur to any medical man who wished to 
inform himself as to the best method of living out the full term 
of ^existence. 

No two of those thus interrogated gave identical answers. 
One had never tasted alcohol, or knowingly drank anything that 
contained it ; while another had used schnapps regularly ever 
«ince he could remember, and never failed to get drunk on cer. 
tain great occasions annually. Most of them had used tobacco 
in some form, always, and some of them had been addicted to 
the weed in almost every shape (barring cigarettes, we suppose). 
All of them, except the one first mentioned, used wine * or beer 
habitually. One or two (quoting from memory) were bachelors, 
but the balance had been married at various times in their lives, 
and several of them had had considerable experience in this line. 
The most of them had led active outdoor lives, though more than 
one had followed sedentary occupations. 

On one thing only were they all agreed — they were all good 
keepers ; but even in this particular they differed as to details. 
For, while one believed in going to bed early and rising early, an- 
other said he ^^ went to bed whenever he cotUd and got up when- 
ever he must,'* or words to this effect. 

This is not written with the view of deriding those old-world 
scientists who are trying to arrive at the principle of longevity 
by tabulating the answers to series of questions propounded to 
nonagenarians and centenarians (on the contrary, we believe that 
such an inquest properly conducted, cannot fail to lead to valua- 
ble results), but to show that there are other elements beside 
those entering into the lives of persons who have attained great age, 
which must be taken into consideration in the attempt to solve 
the question. These elements are of general rather than an in- 
dividual nature , and pertain to public hygiene. It is folly and 
worse than folly to believe and assert that the tendencies of civil- 
ization are towards effeminacy and degeneration of race. The 
dictum of Buechner must be accepted as the true basis of the 
philosophy of longevity : *'The better housed, the better clothed, 
the better fed, that men are, the more rationally they divide the 
time for toil and the time for rest, the higher will be their stand- 
ard of health, strength and long life." 
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Departmeut of iTltcroscopy- 

CONDUCTED BY 

Frank L. James, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Loois, Mo. 

Tube Cast Mounts; Stained. — I have for exchange for 
first class pathological or histological mounts, or for sale, a limit- 
ed number of slides of a remarkable urinary deposit. Each 
slide contains hyaline, waxy and granular casts, blood and pus 
corpuscles, and the epithelia of the kidney, bladder, urethra and 
vagina (besides numerous urinary crystals) ; stained with osmic 
acid and eosin and mounted in glycerin. 

Diagnostic Value of Leucocytes in the Examination o 
Neoplasms. — ^Hayem, in summing up the results of a num- 
ber of examinations of the blood of patients affected with neoplas- 
tic growths concludes as follows: (1) Cancerous tumors (scirrhus, 
etc.) are accompanied by a light augmentation of the white glob- 
ules and a diminution of the red: (2) In sarcomata the aug- 
mentation of white globules is more marked : (3) In epithelio- 
mata, while there is no absolute leucocytosis, the number of white 
globules appears to be somewhat greater than in perfect health. 
Hay em declares that these phenomena are sufficiently constant to 
furnish valuable assistance in otherwise difficult or obscure mi- 
croscopical examinations. He thinks that after a sufficient num- 
ber of observations have been collated and studied the result will 
be a great advance in the diagnosis of latent cancerous affections, 
especially in cancer of the stomach. 

Section Lifter for Thin Sections. — Every microscopist has 
at times been annoyed by having the section lifters ordinarily in 
use, refuse to become moistened when placed in the saucer. As 
a consequence it is almost impossible to get a thin section to float 
on one of them, or remain in place after it is coaxed on. In the 
Microscope for June, Dr. Walter Y. Cowl, of New York, des- 
cribes a lifter made in the usual form, but which is not liable to 
this disagreeable [behavior. The secret lies in the material used 
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by Dr. Cowl, viz. ; horn — which is quite as easily worked as bras& 
or copper, and possesses other advantages over the old lifters- 
beside the one mentioned. It is light, flexible, capable of a high 
polish and can be made quite transparent^ if this be desired. 
Lifters required for use in water or glycerin should be deprived 
of their fatty or oily material, either by heat as suggested by Dr. 
Cowl, or by a thorough soaking in ether or benzol. Those for use 
in oily or gummy media do not require this treatment. Of course 
it is presupposed that each worker will have lifters for each kind 
of medium, and will use them only in that medium. . 



CLINICAL MICROSCOPICAL TECHNOLOGY. 

VI. Urinary Examinations. — Micro- Chemical Reactions* 

§ XI. Uric Acid ; the Urates. — ^Usually the urates of po- 
tassium and sodium form spontaneously in acid urines. They are 
easily recognized by their reddish or brownish-red color. Where 
there is any doubt, however, it may be dispelled by bringing a 
minute drop of hydrochloric acid to the edge of the watch crys- 
tals and allowing it to mingle with the urine between them. Char- 
acteristic crystals of uric acid will form in a moment if the urates 
be present. 

(a) Uric Acid, The best and most convenient test is the 
murexide. A drop of the urine or of the deposit is placed on a 
slide, and is touched with a capillary pipette moistened with ni- 
tric acid. Evaporate carefully over a spirit lamp almost to dry- 
ness. If now a minute portion of ammonia be brought in con- 
tact with the residue, and uric acid be present, the purpurate of 
ammonia, or murexide will result. This fine purple will change 
to blue on contact with liquor potassse. 

(&) Hippuric Acid. Sometimes in examining sediments we 
find rhombic prisms or needle.like crystals which resemble very 
closely certain forms of uric acid crystals or crystals of triple 
phosphate. Their nature may be determined in the first instance 
by the murexide test, and in the second by the addition of a 
small quantity of hydrochloric acid. If they disappear they are 
of triple phosphate. If, however, they give negative results 
with both tests, they are probably crystals of hippuric acid. 
Sometimes hippuric acid is contained in urine (as in certain fevers ^ 
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diabetes, chorea, etc. , and after the ingestion of benzoic, salicylic 
or cinnamic acid, etc.), but does not separate therefrom in crysta- 
line form. It may be recovered by acidulating the urine with 
hydrochloric acid and letting it stand in a quiet place. ' Crystals 
of hippuric acid will slowly separate and fall to the bottom of 
the container, whence they may be removed in the usual way. 

§ XII. Oxalate of Calcium. — ^The crystals of this salt some- 
times resemble those of the chloride of sodium or of triple phos- 
phate so closely as to be indistinguishable by the microscope 
alone. From the first they may be distinguished by being insol- 
uble in water. Acetic acid differentiates them from the second, 
which readily dissolves in that medium, while the latter has no ef- 
fect on oxalate of calcium. 

§ XIII. Earthy Phosphates. — ^Under this name we include 
the ammonio-magnesian or triple phosphate, the phosph^ate of 
calcium and the phosphate of magnesium. Sometimes they are 
found existing together in the same urine and in such quantities 
that they form sediments which, to the unaided eye, resemble de- 
posits of purulent matter. 

(a) Triple Phosphate. This salt sometimes assumes a granu- 
lar form very closely resembling the urates under the microscope. 
The differentiation is simple, however, and consists in the appli- 
cation of heat. The urates redissolve, while the triple phosphate 
remains unchanged. 

(fi) PhosphcUe of Calcium. This deposit is sometimes granu- 
lar and at others crystaline. In the latter case the crystals fre- 
quently resemble those of uric acid very closely. They may 
usually be differentiated from the latter, however, by their lack 
of color, though this is not always the case. A certain test is 
acetic acid, in which the calcium phosphate readily dissolves. 

(c) Phosphate of Magnesium. These crystals may be distin- 
guished from similar microscopical forms by the addition to a 
drop of the deposit on the slide, a small quantity of a four per 
cent aqueous solution of ammonium carbonate. A curious effect 
is almost instantly produced if the crystals be those of magnesium 
phosphate. They become opaque, the surface becomes rough 
and the angles lose their sharpness. Under the same conditions 
calcium phosphate crystals do not lose their transparency, and, 
while the angles will after a time lose their sharpness, this change 
occurs slowly and does not progress to the degree that is wit- 
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nessed in magnesium phosphate. The triple phosphate remains 
unaltered. This reaction was discovered bj Stein, and is quite 
curious as well as reliable. 

(d) Carbonate of CcUcium, Under certain rare circumstances 
urine, when allowed to stand for some time, deposits granulations 
of carbonate of lime. These granulations resemble those of 
the earthy phosphates, but may be easily distinguished therefrom 
by first washing the deposit with distilled water (to get rid of any 
carbonate of ammonium that may be present), and then adding 
to a portion of it on the slide a minute quantity of hydrochloric 
acid. Under the microscope the calcium carbonate may be seen 
tQ dissolve, with the evolution of carbonic oxide. 

§ XIV. Cystine ob Cystic Oxide. — The hexagonal plates of 
this rare deposit are sometimes counterfitted by crystals of uric 
acid. The murexide test (XI. a) wiU detect the difference, but 
a much quicker one is strong water of ammonia, which readily 
dissolves the cystine, the latter being again deposited in hexa- 
gonal plates on the evaporation of the ammonia. 

§ XY. Leucine. — ^Tbese crystals may be mistaken for fat 
globules, or for crystals of certain fatty acids. In the first in- 
stance they may be differentiated by osmic acid, which blackens- 
the fat globules without affecting leucine. In the second case 
ether is the best test. It readily dissolves the fatty acids but 
does not attack leucine. The latter readily dissolves in the min- 
eral acids, liquor potassse and ammonia. 

§ XVI. Tyrosine. — ^The needles of this deposit are sufficiently 
characteristic to obviate any chance of error where one is at all 
familiar with them. As they have a tendency to form groups, 
which closely resemble hippuric acid under certain circumstances, 
it is well to test any such group by placing a couple of drops of 
water or urine containing the crystals on a hot slide and adding 
a minute quantity of a solution of mercuric nitrate. If tyrosine 
be present a red or purple color will instantly appear and the 
evaporating liquid will leave a red deposit on the glass (Hoff- 
mann). 

§ XVII. HiEMATOiDiN. — These crystals which are found much 
more frequently in urine than was hitherto imagined, may be mis- 
taken for certain forms of uric acid. The murexide test has na 
effect on hsematoidin, which fact furnishes a ready means of dif- 
ferentiation. 
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Department of Dermatology axib (Benito^Urinarij 

Diseases. 

CONDUCTED BT 

A. H. Ohmakn-Dumesnil, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

Urticaria from Bed-Bugs. — My attention has been more 
particularly called to this subject by having noticed several simi- 
lar cases at comparatively short intervals. It is a well-known 
fact that the ordinary bed-bug {cimex lectularivs) produces a 
^heal which is of a burning, itching character, and marked by a 
very small, almost imperceptible punctum near its central portion. 
The animal itself is not always confined to beds, but occasionally 
roams abroad, and, in consequence, when it seizes upon its host, 
ds proportionately more voracious on account of the scarcity of 
lood which it finds. Along the edge of water-closets, especially 
those adjoining sleeping rooms, it is no uncommon thing to find 
these odorous pests. They lie in wait for their victim and, 
whilst very insidious in their method of attack, produce large 
and troublesome wheals in the popliteal space and neighborhood. 
The victim has urticaria suddenly and then cudgels his brain as to 
Its probable cause, little suspecting that an unseen foe has at- 
4;acked him. By lifting the cover of the water closet, which is 
next the bowl, the "bugs" can be discovered. Then when ne- 
<ces3ity drives one again to the closet, intervene a piece of paper 
ibetween the body and seat, and upon removing it the animals 
will be found upon it. Carbolic acid, corrosive sublimate or, bet- 
ter still, campho-phenique liberally distributed about their haunt 
will effectually destroy these disturbers of the peace of a con- 
templative nature. 

Naphthol. — In dermatology, as in all the other branches of 
ooaedicine, we are being constantly regaled with the descriptions 
♦of new remedies and their wonderful effects. The accounts of 
the latter are placed in such a fascinating and glowing garb that 
tt is difficult not to be fired with enthusiasm whilst reading them. 
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Little by little this excitement wears away, the remedy is sub- 
jected to a rational test and we finally learn its true worth. Naph- 
thol, which was heralded with a blare of trumpets, is now but lit- 
tle heard from ; and, in a late number of the New York Medical 
Becordj we find Dr. Chas. W. Allen concluding that naphthol is 
destined to fill a place alongside of the valuable drug's, rather 
than as a substitute for them. It has antiseptic properties and 
is stimulating. While it seems to act pretty well in killing ani- 
mal parasites of the skin, it does not seem to be effective in the 
vegetable parasitic diseases. Dr. Allen claims efficacy for it in 
the relief of itching ; but so many remedies have been lauded in 
this direction and have failed so miserably when put to the test? 
that a greater number of cases would be required to substantiate 
this claim. 

Hysterical Pemphigus. — M. Augagneur, of Lyons, reports 
an interesting case in La Province M4dicale, An hysterical wo- 
man had pemphigus, the buUaB of large size being situated upon 
the left leg, the dorsum of the foot and on the calf up to the 
popliteal space. The lesions were irregular in shape. The au- 
thor demonstrates that, in the present instance, it was the hys- 
teria which caused the cutaneous trouble by bringing about dis- 
turbances of the vasomotor innervation. It must not be forgot- 
ten that hysterical women are very prone to be malingerers and 
seem to have a special delight in making themselves interesting 
and objects of solicitude. The principal cutaneous diseases 
which they are apt to simulate are chromidrosis (colored sweat) 
and pemphigus. The latter is done by means of heat or strong 
acids, and it often requires not only good powers of discrimina- 
tion, but thorough and ingenious cross-examination to arrive at 
the truth. Any suspicious appearance accompanying such 
lesions should make the physician wary and especially careful of 
making a hasty diagnosis. 

Idiosyncrasy Affecting the Treatment of Syphilis. — 
At the late meeting of the American Association of Genito-Uri- 
nary Surgeons, Dr. P. A. Morrow called attention to the fact 
that, wh 1st mercury and iodide of potassium could be ranked as 
•* 'specifics" in the treatment of syphilis, experience had demon- 
strated that their action is* not always uniform or infallible. All 
syphiliticis are not equally susceptible to these remedies. Idio- 
syncrasy in relation to these drugs could manifest itself as an ab* 
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normal sensibility to their action, as an abnormal action of the* 
drug or as a failure on the part of the system to respond to the- 
action of these medicaments. 

Whilst the paper contained nothing very novel or startling, it 
is one which should be carefully read by every one, as a reminder 
of the fact that syphilis, no more than apy other disease, can be 
treated by a sort of mechanical method — that of giving mercury^ 
so many months, then iodide of potassium, etc. Authors hav& 
laid down these rules with too much dogmatic precision and it is- 
always useful to receive a quiet hint regarding the purely rational 

mode to pursue. 

» 

Comparative Frequency of Chancroid.— Dr. F. B. Green- 
ough, at the same meeting, spoke of the comparative frequency 
of the chancroid. At the Boston Dispensary, from July 1, 1873 
to March 31, 1887, 1593 cases of venereal sores were seen; of 
these 391 were chancroids, making a ratio of 4 to 1 nearly. In 
private practice, whilst the number is smaller, the diagnosis is 
more reliable and the figures are 10 chancroids in 100. cases, a 
ratio of 1 to 10. In the dispensary cases there were 391 cases, 
of chancroid to 219 of indurated chancre, or, not quite, as 2 ta 
1. In private practice the proportions were 10 to 63, or a little 
less than 1 to 6. These statistics agree with those of the major* 
ity of observers, viz. that in hospital and dispensary practice 
chancres are less frequent. In commenting upon the statistics- 
and comparing with those of the older authors, many changes are 
to be noted, not only in the change of proportion, but also of the 
appearance of the lesions, in their treatment and in respect ta 
the attendant complications. Chancroids are much less frequent 
than formerly, and the author has given the key to this seeming 
puzzle when he states that one of the principal causes of this de- 
crease is the fact that we no longer manufacture them by cauter- 
izing every sore that is not a typical primary lesion. 

Inflammatory Stricture of Male Urethra. — Dr. Jno. B^ 
White, in a well-prepared article on this subject (Journal of 
Venereal and Oenito-Urinary Diseases) discusses the subject at 
some length, and concludes that congestive stricture is a sympto- 
matic affection and ought never to be regarded or treated as an> 
independent condition. He thinks tl^t it is always associated 
with a spasmodic or permanent stricture, or some other urethral^ 
vesical or renal irritation. If it be a complication of spasmodic: 
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stricture, it need not necessarily result in an organic stricture^ 
providing that the treatment be skillful. When it exists as a 
complication of organic stricture it is apt to recur unless the true 
stricture foe removed. Marked contraction of the meatus urinar- 
ius is alone sufficient to cause urethral inflammation foy reflex irri- 
tation, and when such a condition exists, permanent relief can- 
not foe expected without complete division of the orifice. Of 
course, in the presence of inflammatory stricture an antiphlogis- 
tic mode of living should foe ofoserved in addition to the attention, 
given to local details. 



SHORT TALKS ON DERMATOLOGY. 

Under the above caption thei Editor of this Department proposes^ 
in each number of the Journal, to give a short practical synopsis of 
the principal points attaching to the diagnosis and treatment of some 
skin disease. No attempt wul be made to follow any classification, but 
diseases will be taken up as they suggest themselves. 

XXI. Keloid. 

Keloid is one of the affections of the skin which is more or 
less involved in obscurity. A distinction is to be made between 
true keloid (of Alibert), hypertrophic scar and cicatricial keloid. 
This is not always an easy matter and the difficulties surrounding 
it are sometimes so great that it is almost impossible to establish 
a difference. 

Keloid is essentially a connective tissue new growth and 
manifests itself in the shape of an oblong plane, an elevated 
ridge or a cylindrical mass, processes being given off at the 
periphery, these prolongations giving the entire growth a some- 
what fanciful resemblance to a crab. In color this growth is 
whitish or slightly reddened, it being somewhat lighter in 
negroes. The surface is smooth, very rarely hairy, and the epi- 
dermis is more or less tense giving a shining appearance. The 
parts most likely to be the seat of this trouble are the trunks 
more especially the region over the sternum, the back, nucha 
and face. The extremities are not often the site of this affect- 
ion. In regard to subjective symptoms, it often happens that 
little or none are noticed, or they are not sufficiently marked to 
occasion any discomfort. In the majority of instances, however, 
there is itching which is sometimes severe ; the keloidal growths 



^S Editorial Department. [July* 



^ 



are seosible on pressure and pain is present. This latter is at 
times so marked and severe as to make the life of the patient a 
perfect burden. 

The disease developes from a few nodules, which first appear 
and finally coalesce, the resultant mass^being sometimes as large 
as the palm of the hand. Their number is generally limited to 
one or very few, although as many as thirty have been seen on 
one patient. 

The causes of keloid are involved in obscurity, although it is 
supposed to be due to some irritation. False keloid is seen to 
appear after incisions for abscesses, after the application of 
vesicants, leeches, etc., and after having the ears pierced. But, 
the fact remains that true keloid appears without any assignable 
oause and has beeh named, in consequence, idiopathic keloid by 
some authors. It is observed more often in females than in 
males and generally during early and middle adult life. It is 
very rare in infants and in the aged. It is, moreover, much more 
often seen in the negro race than in the white, the former seem- 
ingly having a predilecjtion for this affection. 

In regard to the pathology of keloid, it differs very little from 
that of fibroma and hypertrophic cicatrix. It consists of a **new 
formation of the dermatic framework," in other words it is a 
connective tissue new growth. In true keloid we find bundles of 
oonnective tissue, parallel to each other and the papillae of the 
skin are intact. In hypertrophic scar, no papillae exist and the 
connective tissue, whilst it is abundant, is loose and irregularly 
•distributed. In cicatricial keloid we have an absence of papillae 
occurring, but the parallel bundles of connective tissue are pre- 
sent. 

To make a diagnosis between true keloid and hypertrophic 
cicatrix or cicatricial keloid is comparatively easy, as the history 
lalone will almost suffice, there being a history of destruction of 
tissue or traumatism in the two latter. But it is quite a differ- 
ent matter to establish a differential diagnosis between the two 
latter and the aid of the microscope even will be often invoked in 
vain. 

The treatment so far has been anything but successful. Ex- 
cision even at a considerable distance beyond the lesion seems to 
prove entirely inefficient, as a recurrence invariably takes place. 
The same may be said of the various other plans which have been 
tried. Multiple puncture, scarifications, curetting have all been 
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ixied with the same want of success. Caustics seem to be as 
powerless as operative interfereoce and internal remedies exer- 
cise no influenee whatever. It has latterly been claimed that 
electrolysis effectually destroys the growth. The number of 
cases, in which this method has been used, is so small and the 
lapse of time, since the last application, so short, that no defin- 
ite conclusion can as yet be formulated. 

The tendency ia this trouble is to recur and this is the result 
of the experience of observers. Keloid when it has once ap- 
peared lasts during the life of the individual. Still, in a very 
few, a spontaneous disappearance has taken place, but this act- 
ion remains as much a mystery as the reason for the appearance 
of the disease. About all that can be done is to relieve pain 
when it becomes too severe and in other ways place the patient 
in as comfortable a way of passing life, as possible. Where the 
keloid disfigures by reason of being on an exposed part, but very 
little if any hope can be held out to the patient, who will have to 
be content to go through life unf reed of his deformity. 



• 



V^pattm^nt of Diseases of tlje Cge an^ €ar. 

CONDUCTED BT 

A. D. Williams, M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

Treatment of Otorrhoea without Osseous Lesions. — 

Bresson recommends (^JR4vv£ midicale de ToWoti^^) the following : 

ft Chloral hydrate .>. gr. xv 

Alaminiam salphate gr. xxv 

Distilled water « 5 j 

M. Instill a few. drops of this solution into the ear five times 
a day^ after first warming it to the temperature of the body. The 
local treatment should be supplemented by constitutional reme- 
dies, in order to prevent relapses. 

Why Eruptive Diseases so often Involve the Drum. — 
The so-called exanthematous diseases so often cause abscesses in 
the drums that such an event excites no surprise. There must be 
a good reason for a condition of such common occurrence. 

The mucous membranes constitute the internal ^'skin" of the 
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body and this internal skin is continuous with the external skin 
and partakes to some extent of its nature. In the exanthemata 
the eruptive process takes place in the mucous membranes- 
in a modified form at the same time the external skin breaks out. 
In such cases there is more or less inflammation of both the ex- 
ternal and internal skins. This eruptive irritation in the mucous 
membranes of the drums is often sufficient to excite suppuration, 
resulting in an abscess. Ih a closed cavity, like the drum, it re- 
quires often very slight irritation to start an abscess. 

The eruptive irritation in the mucous membranes in these dis- 
eases readily explains why the eyes, the nose and the throat usu- 
ally get sore. Of course the same condition takes place in the 
drums, so often resulting in abscesses. 

As this eruptive irritation in the mucous membranes is an es~^ 
sential part of the disease and is specific in character, there is no* 
way to prevent it and consequently there is so frequent occur- 
rence of abscesses in the drums. It is worse than useless to try 
to treat such a specfic inflammation in a mucous membrane. It 
will run its course in spite of everything. The best we can do 
is to trust to nature and hope that an abscess will not form. If 
however, it does develope, it should be treated, just as soon as 
the patient is well enough. In the primary stage absolutely 
nothing can be done to prevent an abscess in one or both drums. 

Cerebral Abscess from Otorrhoea. — Trephined. — Re- 
CO very. — A very interesting case of cerebral abscess resulting 
from otorrhoea, is reported from Glasgow by Dr. Senn in a letter 
to "Jour. Am. Med* A8s*n,*'ioT May 7. I give only a condensed 
statement of facts. . 

Cerebral symptoms set in ; the mastoid process was opened 
without benefit. Boy was sent to hospita' and went under the 
care of Dr. MacEwen, at which time mental disturbances were 
present with slight ptosis on affected side. From the history and 
cerebral symptoms, cerebral abscess was diagnosed and located 
over cavity of drum, close about the petrous portion of temporal 
bone. The head was shaved and a trephine applied an inch 
above and an inch behind the external meatus. The dura mater,, 
on being exposed, appeared about normal. A clean needle waa 
passed into the brain in a forward and downward direction to- 
wards petrous bone. At a depth of about an inch pus was found. 
The abscess was punctured and an ounce of pus escaped. To 
secure perfect drainage a small trephine was applied lower 
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down and the bottom of the abscess opened. The large button 
of bone was replaced with an aperture cut out large enough to 
admit proper drainage tubes. Another drainage tube was intro- 
duced through a small opening lower down, securing complete 
through drainage. Antiseptic dressing completed the hazardous 
operation. 

The effect was remarkable. The stupor disappeared and con- 
sciousness soon returned. The dischai^e was very slight and the 
recovery rapid. 

Dr. MacEwen places great stress upon the importance of re- 
placing the disc of bone, so as to secure perfect closing of the 
opening by bone as speedily as possible. 

Dr. MacEwen has proven that in aseptic wounds completely 
detached bone will retain its vitality and reunite promptly. In 
this boy only a slight depression indicates the spot where the 
large trephine was used. 

Brain surgery has lately made wonderful progress. The same 
correspondent gives the particulars of other cerebral abscesses 
successfully opened by the same surgeon, but, as they have no 
connection with the ear, I do not give them here. The other 
cases of abscesses were the result of injuries and operated on in 
the same manner. 



Mentevism. — A Russian by the name of Osip Feldmann, 
and hailing from Tiflis, has been mystifying and amusing the 
Parisian doctors and laity by a sort of *'mind reading,** in which 
he outreads the American charlatans who have been playing the 
same game before the same audience. Feldmann pretends that 
by pressing his hand on the chest of an individual and making a 
few passes over him, he can tell the thoughts of the person ex- 
perimented on. Some of the tests to which he submitted were ap- 
parently very exacting, and the results were very curious indeed, 
though, as is usual in such cases, the failures were quite as nu- 
merous as the successes. Feldmann proposes to call his '^new 
science" mentevism, which is a good name, inasmuch as it may be 
derived from mens (the mind) mentum (the chin — in allusion to 
the chinning which is a part of the stock in trade of charlatans), 
or finally fiom mentiri (to lie). 



[J«Ijt 



ZTTebtcal Progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

To Abort a Cold in the Head. — M. Bax, speaking from 
personal experience, says that the progress of coryza may be 
stopped by taking a dose of sulphate of atropine (tJtt or li^ gr.) 
in the morning, or as soon as the fact that ^'cold has been taken" 
is discovered. 

A Solution of Corrosive Sublimate for Hypodermic 
Use which does not cause ulcerations or other local troubles, 
may be made, according to Schlesinger {Arch, fuer Ea^erimentelle 
Path. u. Pharmacie) by adding ten parts of chloride of sodium 
to each part of mercuric chloride, and dissolving in two-thousand 
parts of water. 

Ulcerated Chilblains are treated by Dr. Logic in the follow- 
ing simple manner : the ulcer is first cleaned and then covered 
by wood wool (laine de hois, Holz-woUe, a fine lint made from 
the pulp of fir wood), the whole being enveloped in antiseptic 
gauze. The dressing is maintained in situ for four days, at the 
expiration of which time thfe ulcers are usually well. 

Selzer-Water for Burns. — If we are to believe M. Dubois, 
the selzer siphon-bottle, whkih for so many years has played an 
important part in assuaging the internal fires oi that condition 
known as "hot-coppers," is henceforth to be equally valuable in 
the treatment of external burns. The surgeon referred to says 
that nothing relieves the pain of a superficial burn so quickly as a 
spray of selzer delivered directly from the syphon. He attri- 
butes this action to the analgesic property of carbonic acid and 
cold. 

Pilocarpine in Rheumatic Tetanus. — ^Brunner relates in 
the Centralhlatt fuer klinische Medizin a very interesting case of 
a man forty years old, who was afflicted with rheumatic tetanus, 
and for five days been treated with morphine, quinine, chloral and 
hot baths without the slightest benefit. Brunner then gave two 
centigrams (0.30 grain) of hydrochlorate of pilocarpine, in one 
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dose. Shortly afterward profuse ptyalism and perspiration set 
in, with immediate amelioration of symptoms. At night chloral 
was administered and sleep obtained. The treatment was repeat- 
ed the second day and on. the third the tetanus entirely disap- 
peared. 

Atropine in Haemoptysis. — When all other remedies have 
failed, says Hausmann (in the Rhme Gen .de Clin, et de Therap,) 
I have succeeded in controlling haemorrhage by hypodermic in- 
jection of atropine. In one desperate case where twelve distinct 
haemorrhages had occurred within six hours, and where ergo tine 
and turpentine had been used without effect, Hausmann gave one 
injection of sulphate of atropine (3 milligrams) at the beginnings 
of the thirteenth haemorrhage and checked it immediately and 
there was no further bleeding. Two other equally remarkable 
cases are reported by the author. The dose (3 mg., or 0.045 
grain) is a large one, but seems to have been well borne in each 
instance. 

To prevent Pitting in Small-pox and Burns. — ^According 
to Dr. J. Felix, of Bussels (in the Archives mensuelles de MM, 
et de Chirurg.) the following treatment will prevent pitting in 
confluent small-pox: 

R Subnitrate of bismuth 5 "^s 

Tincture of Aconite 3 ^1®^ 

Glycerin enough to make 5 ij 

M. Apply to the parts every three hours. Shortly after ap- 
plication dark or black crusts will form over the pustules, the 
blackening being due to the decomposition of the subnitrate inta 
the black oxide of bismuth and nitt*ous acid, the latter having an 
antiseptic action. When the crusts fall off the skin will be found 
to be free from scars or pits. The author recommends the same 
mixture, with or without the addition of a couple of drachms o^ 
Sydenham's laudanum, for the treatment of burns of the first and 
second degrees. In such cases the application should be covered 
with antiseptic batting and renewed every two or three days. 

Nevr Taenifuge. — Dr. Numa Campi in the Baccoglitor Medico, 
highly extols the virtues of thymol as a remedy against taenia 
solium. In this he is only following the lead of Lewin, Federici 
and Vanni, all of whom have used it as a vermicide in one way or 
another, and with satisfactory results. Probably the best method 
of exhibition, however, is that devised by Campi, which is as fol- 
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lows: In the evening no supper is eaten, the patient retiring 
iifter having taking a small dose of castor oil (from a half ounce 
to six drachms of the oil). In the morning two drachms of thymol 
are divided into twelve doses of ten grains each and one dose is 
taken every fifteen minutes until all are ingested. Immediately 
after taking the last dose of thymol, another dose of castor oil 
the same size as that taken the previous night, is administered. 
The treatment is usually rapid and energetic, the worm being ex- 
pelled entire in the course of a few minutes after the last dose of 
oil. The thymol is best administered in cachets, either wafer or 
gelatin (the ordinary capsule), but it should not be put into the 
receiver until just before taking. 

Drumine, the new alkaloid separated from euphorbia drum- 
mondii by Dr. Reid, of Port-Germain, Australia, promises to be- 
come a really valuable acquisition to therapeutics. It seems to 
possess the local ansesthetic properties of cocaine without some of 
the disagreeable properties of the latter drug. The period of 
excitation preceding ansesthesia, so noticeable in cocaine, is ab- 
:sent where drumine is used. A few drops of a four per cent so- 
lution of drumine dropped beneath the lids of the eye produce 
profound anaesthesia of the conjunctiva, without dilatation of the 
pupil. Its application to the macous membranes of the nose, 
mouth, etc., is also followed by immediate and deep anaesthesia. 
Internally, in small doses, drumine seems to be without mark- 
ed action. A curious fact in this connection is stated by Dr. Reid, 
viz. : that while the euphorbia drummondii is poisonous to sheep, 
killing them by a slow paralysis y* in from six to eight days after 
ingestion, drumine can be administered to them without any ap- 
parent evil effect. Drumine is already coming into use in 
the treatment of affections of the eye, nose, ear, etc., and 
will no doubt soon be as commonly used as cocaine. The 
euphorbia drummondii, unlike coca erythroxylon, is very plenti- 
ful all through Southern Australia, and the alkaloid is very easily 
separable from the p^ant, thus guaranteeing a cheap and plenti- 
ful supply of the drug. 

PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 

Persistent Epistaxis has recently been studied by Prof. 
Verneuil who declares that in a large proportion of cases (where 
there is no immediate and apparent cause of bleeding), the epi- 
staxis is due to latent, but non-malignant, affections of the liver. 
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In such cases, the bleeding is found to yield to extensive blister* 
ing of the hypochondriac region. 

Physiological and Toxical Effect of Inorganic Sub* 
stances.— At the seance of May 7th, of the Soci^te de Biologie, 
M. Blake reported on the result of experiments made with a 
view of determining the mode of action of inorganic matter in- 
troduced directly into the veins and arteries. Forty-two sub- 
stances had thus far been used, and leaving out the salts of 
potassium and those composed of nitrogen, he could announce 
as a fact established by experiment, that isomorphic bodies pro- 
duce identical effects, and that the toxicity of a substance is in 
direct ratio to its atomic weight and its spectroscopic equivalent. 

Glycosuria during the Course of Strangulated Hernia. 
— M. Vincent, interne of the Paris hospitals had occasion to ex- 
amine the urine of six patients suffering with strangulated hernia 
and in each case found sugar in notable quantity. The conditip^t 
subsided within a few hours, or a day or two, after the strangula- 
tion had been relieved, except in those cases where phlegmop 
(abscess, for instance) occurred as an effect of the lesion. 
Redard has shown in a recent work (De la glycosurie ipMm^re 
dans les affections chirurgicaXes) that all suppuration is attended 
with the appearance of glucose in the urine. 

Hallucinations of Vision from Salicylic Acid. — We find 
in the Archives Mens, de MM. et Chirurg. pratiques, a condensa- 
tion of the report of M. Schiffers to the Societe Medico-Chirurgi- 
cale de Liege on a curious* case of salicylic intoxication. A 
rectal enema containing 5 grammes (75 grains) of salicylate of 
sodium was administered to a little girl, seven years old, suffer- 
ing with erythema nodosum accompanied by mitral insufficiency. 
Between one and two hours afterward the child complained of 
her eyes, and it was found that she was affected with hallucin- 
ations of vision. The toxic phenomena lasted one day only and 
disappeared without treatment. 

Role of the Cochlea in Audition.— Dr. Gelle contri- 
butes to the Gazette des Hdpitatixvin experimental study concern- 
ing the role of the cochlea in audition. He says '^The cochlea 
may be represented by two cones united at their apices, the 
bases being closed with membranes of caoutchouc. If we exam- 
ine the alterations produced in a sonorous current passing through 
such a contrivance, we find that it arrives much enfeebled at the 
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extremity opposite to that through which it entered, and that the^ 
effect of impact iipon the vibrating basic membranes subsides very 
quickly. If, however,, we pierce a hole through the parietes of 
one of the cones a few centimetres from the isthmus formed by 
the apices, and auscultate by means of a flexible tube, one end 
of which is inserted in the opening and the other in the auditory 
canal, we And that the volume of sound is transmitted in its en- 
tirety. If now a similar opening he made in the parietes of the 
second cone, and a similar tube be attached for auscultation we 
discover that the sound has suffered a notable diminution by the 
time it reaches the second opening, and this even though the dis- 
tance between the two openings be very short. The ear adapted 
to the first cone will perceive the sound for some time after it has 
ceased in the opposite ear. We thus see that the bi-conic form 
has the effect of a marked isolation of the first cone — that which 
receives the current of sound directly, and which in the actual 
ear contains the sensorial organ of hearing. In effect any sound 
which enters by the orifice of the second cone cannot interfere 
with the audition of sounds received through the outer cone." 

DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

In Difficult and Painful Accouchements Krueger uses 
lavements of a one per cent, solution of chloral hydrate in barley 
water, repeated every three hours. 

The Vomiting of Alimentary, Matters by infants affected 
with whooping cough is controlled by Dr. Francotte by painting 
the fauces with a 10 per cent, solution of cocaine twice daily. 

Treatment of Chronic Endometritis. — M. Jouret relates 
(in the Mev, M4d. Louvain) his method of treating chronic en- 
dometritis by means of uterine faradization and the application 
of the galvano-cautery to the cavity of the neck. He claims to 
have cured several old and bad cases in this manner, and that the 
recovery was rapid and complete. 

The Green Diarrhoea of Infancy. — M. Haj^em in a com- 
munication to La France M^dicale states that the green diarrhoea 
of infancy is caused by a microbe which secretes the peculiar 
coloring matter. The malady is epidemic and contagious, but 
yields readily to teaspoonful doses of a two per cent solution of 
lactic acid in syrup or water. It should be administered immed- 
iately after the infant has taken the breast. 
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Vicarious Menstruation. — ^A woman in the clinic of Dr. 
Buman, of Freiburg (Switzerland), was suffering with a carbuncle 
which had made its appearance on the lower abdomen. The 
necrosed tissue was removed about the time the patient should 
have menstruated. The menstruation did not appear in the usu- 
al manner, however, but in the shape of an abundant haemorrhage 
from the solution of continuity caused by the carbuncle. The 
haemorrhage lasted three days and subsided without further phe- 
nomena. 

Hypertrophy of the Lips in Childhood. — There is an af- 
fection of the lips met with quite frequently among children, but 
which is very rebellious to treatment. It is characterized by a 
very considerable hypertrophy of the lips, the upper one being 
more frequently involved than the lower, "though occasionally both 
lips are affected and sometimes the swelling is enormous. It us- 
ually is accompanied by or is coincident with a light eczema of 
the nostrils, and appears at the onset of a coryza. It should be 
combatted, says M. Lucas-Championniere, by treatment of the 
eczema and compression. This double indication is met by the 
application of a little band of rubber fixed in place by threads 
carried around and fastened behind the head. By this means the 
pressure can be exactly regulated and can be maintained all day 
and all night, if necessary. 

Diabetic Plaques of the Vulva. — M. Besnier has called 
attention to an affection of the vulvar mucous membranes which 
has not hitherto received the consideration which it deserves. It 
is characterized by the appearance at divers points of the vulvar 
mucosa of whitish plaques which seem to be exactly analogous 
to those patches of the mouth and tongue called psoriasis, or 
leucoplakia. This affection of the vulva occurs most frequently 
during the course of glycosuria, though it frequently follows or is 
coincident with uterine affections. In the former case the plaques 
usually disappear when the sugar is eliminated from the urine, 
bat in both cases the plaques are liable to be transformed into 
epitheliomata — which is another point of resemblance between 
the vulvar and the buccal affection. Besnier recommends (in the 
Journal de Medecine et de Chirurgie pratiques for June '87) that 
these plaques should be treated locally, by alkaline injections or 
lotions carefully made after each urination and by the application 
of pomades like the following : 
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Iji Oxide of zinc, 

Starch, ol each '. ^ J ps 

Vaselin » 3 vU» 

M. The proportion of vaselin should not be greater than that 

here indicated, as the object of the pomade (to protect the parts 

against irritant discharges) would not then be subserved. 



SURGERY. 

Artificial Anus. — In a discussion on surgical interference in 
intestinal occlusion at the Societe de Chirurgie of Paris, M. Yer* 
neuil spoke of artificial anus and the points of election in per- 
forming the operation. A point, he states, is as to whether it ought 
to be made on the right side on the caecum, or on the left on the 
sigmoid flexure. He prefers the latter and gives the following 
as his reasons : The sigmoid flexure is very easy to find and to 
bring out through the incision ; the csecum, on the contrary, is 
much mo e difficult to expose and take out. Moreover, in caecot- 
omy there exists between the obstacle and the artificial anus a 
large quantity of material which will take a long time to come 
out. The intestinal contents escaping by the caecum are hquid ; 
with an iliac anus they will be solid and sometimes only escape 
once every two days. The large intestine has a function to per- 
form in digestion which is suppressed in csecotomy. Of course, 
csecotomy is to be performed in certain cases, such as cancer of 
the transverse colon, and each one of the two operations has its 
indications, rendering its performance eminently proper. 

Paralysis of Left, Arm following Fracture of Clavicle. 
— At a late meeting of the New York Surgical Society, Dr. Lewis 
A. Stimson reported a case of this character. A man, aged 29, 
fell from a height of eight feet, striking upon the outer aspect of 
the left shoulder. On examination, a simple fracture of the clav- 
icle was found, the symptoms being merely localized pain on pres- 
sure and crepitation on moving the fragments. Besides this 
there was sensory and motor paralysis of the left arm, with no 
recognizable injury to the bony or soft parts. The muscles re- 
acted well to the faradic current. During the six weeks that 
elapsed since the accident, the paralysis has not only persisted, 
but the limb has wasted. The supra- and infra-spinatus muscles 
a!so participated in this wasting process. Theo ly movements of 
the parts below the forearm that were possible, were flexion and 
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extension of the distal phalanges. There was loss or diminution 
of tactile sensibility over an area beginning a little above the 
lower margin of the deltoid muscle, and covering the posterior 
surface and the external half of the anterior surface of the arm 
and forearm, the radial half of the hand, the thumb and the in- 
dex finger. Cases like this are extremely rare, but two like it 
having been recorded, one by £arle and one by Gibson. 

Two Cases of Aneurism of the Aortic Arch Treated 
by Moore's Method. — M. R. Lepine has reported to the Soci- 
ete Nationale de Medecine de Lyons the results obtained in two 
cases of aneurism of the arch of the aorta treated by Moore's 
method. In the first case rest, diet and iodide of potassium not 
giving any result, galvano-puncture was resorted to unsuccess- 
fully. Then a hypodermic needle was plunged into the tumor 
and a horse-hair 30 centimeters in length (12 in.), previously 
placed in carDolized oil, was introduced. In this manner fifteen 
were introduced. Five days later the patient died of a preexist- 
ing broncho-pneumonia. The aneurismal sac was filled with soft 
clots, among which the horse-hairs were sparsely distributed. In 
the second case, a man of 40, a watch spring was employed in- 
stead of horse-hairs. The diameter of this was 2 millimetres 
(i^ in.). It was sharpened at one end and pushed through the 
walls of the sac, the skin being first incised, 85 centimetres 
(171 in.) being introduced. The tumor became harder and flat- 
ter and there oozed from the wound serum which evidently was 
derived from the contraction of the clot. There is no doubt that 
the operation proved beneficial to the patient, as rupture threat- 
ened when he entered the hospital. At the time of the report he 
was still under observation ; but there is little hope of permanent 
benefit in these cases, as the aorta generally ruptures at some 
other point after the lapse of a variable length of time. 

Hydatid Cysts of the Liver. — These cysts are most often 
found in the liver from the fact that the tasnia echinococcns be- 
ing introduced by way of the digestive canal, becomes arrested 
there and pursues a slow but incomplete development. Dr. P. 
Braine has published an interesting review of the treatment of 
these cysts in La Gazette des Hdpitaux. It is well known that 
hydatid cysts of the liver frequently cure spontaneously by rup- 
turing into some adjacent organ, by calcareous or fatty degener- 
ation, or through infiltration with the biliary secretion. Mostfre- 
quenty, however, the cyst grows ; and, sometimes slowly, at other 
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times rapidly, developes into a volaminous tumor, which not only 
encroaches upon neighboring organs, but frequently destroys con- 
siderable portions of the hepatic tissue. On this account early 
treatment is always advisable, and as medical means have proven 
inadequate, surgical interference is the most proper. The oper* 
ative procedures are ^various, some of which, like acupuncture^ 
have been abandoned. Electro-puncture has lost favor. Simple 
capillary puncture, aspiration, puncture with injections, puncture 
with large trocars, and the use of caustics, all seem to have given 
way to the more modern procedures of large incisions. Yolk- 
mann's method is to make aai acialgih^ jgallel to the edire of the 
ribs and through the pamt^]4>mtDneuBi^.x^^ the end of eight 
to ten days there is ail^^^on t^^^^fae^^all (^ the cyst, which is 
then freely incised. fSSMuMgrnji^ dl^^^jectmns are then em- 
ployed. Landau's operation con^sts in openiMg the abdominal 
cavity, tapping the cysLsJjkftipg it up a^cLnxhig it to* the abdomi- 
nal parietes, opening fre^ljc^^ift SUteilti^jl^fier having removed 
a portion of its wall. In fact^LaStTau's operation is performed 
like an ovariotomy in some respects. Drainage and irrigation 
are also made. A good method is to first evacuate with a fine 
trocar. If the liquid is limpid this will sufi^ce ; if purulent, lapar- 
otomy should be performed. The mortality by Landau's opera- 
tion so far is but 8 per cent. 



Society proceebings. 

The Sixth International Congress of Hygiene will take 
place at Vienna, Sept. 26th, 1887. There will be in addition an 
exhibit of objects, books, appliances, etc. relating to hygiene 
both personal and public. 

Medical Societies to hold Meetings in July. — The follow- 
*ing societies will hold meetings in July, at the time and places ap- 
pended : 

American Neurological Association, Long Branch, July 20; 
Mississippi Valley Medical Association, Crab Orchard Springs, 
Ky., July 13 ; American Otological Society, New London, July 19. 

The Connecticut State Medical Society elected the fol- 
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lowing officers at its late meeting held in Hartford, May 25th, 
last: 
Presidint. — ^Dr. Francis Bacon, of New Haven. 
Vice-President. — Dr. George L. Porter, of Bridgeport. 
Secretary.— Dr. S. B. St. John, of Hartford. 
^ Treasurer. — ^Dr. E. P. Swasej, of New Britain. 

The Rhode Island State Medical Society at its annual 
meeting, held at Providence, June 19th, elected the following of- 
ficers : 

President. — ^Horace G. Miller, M. D. 

Ficc-iVe»tdente.— Albert Potter, M. D., and John W. Mitchell, 
M. D. 

Recording Secretary. — William R. White, M. D. 

Corresponding Secretary. — Geo. D. Hersey, M. D. 

Treasurer.— ChBTlea H. Leonard, M. D. 

Mississippi Valley Medical Association. — ^This Society, 
which is so widely and favorably known, will hold its next annual 
meeting at Crab Orchard Springs, Ky., commencing July 13th, 
1887. The Committee of Arrangements has made the necessary 
provisions for a reduction in railroad and hotel rates. The indi- 
/" cations for the present meeting are such as point to a high degree 

of success and all physicians of the Mississippi Valley should 
make it a point to attend. A Constitution and By-Laws will be 
submitted for approval by the committee appointed at the last 
meeting, this having been necessitated by the adoption of the 
code of ethics of the American Medical Association, at the Quincy 
Meeting in 1886. 

• 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

^ The Southern Illinois Medical Association held one of its reg- 

ular meetings at Anna, Ills., June 16 and 17. A number of in- 
teresting papers were read. On the first day Dr. Hallam read a 
paper on '^Antiseptics, Their Use in Obstetrics, especially in 
Country Practice." After the discussion which this elicited, Dr. 
Dyer, of Duquoin, reported the deaths of the following members, 
during the past year : Dr. Ross, of Cobden and Dr. Leider, of 
Randolph county. Dr. Booth, of Sparta, next read a paper by 
Dr. H. Hodgen, of St. Louis, on '* Spondylitis." The following 
resolution was introduced by Dr. Dunning, of Cairo, and unani- 
mously adopted : 
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Whereas, Having with regret learned that a minority report of 
the Legislative Committee appointed to investigate the cause of 
death of a patient named Paedro at the Hospital for the Insane 
at Anna, 111., has been submitted to the Legislature, recommend- 
ing the dismissal of Dr. L. K. Stocking for incompetency, we 
hereby testify to our utmost confidence in Dr. L. E. Stocking's abil- 
ity as a physician, and his kind treatment of those under his 
care, and refuse to believe otherwise, except on the most un- 
questionable testimony. 

Dr. Lee, of Pomona, presented a patient supposed to have 
been bitten by a rabid dog. This gave rise to quite a lengthy 
discussion on the subject of rabies until adjournment. 

At the evening session Mr. Bussey, the mayor of Anna, exten- 
ded a welcome to the visiting physicians. Dr. Sanders, of Jones- 
boro, in behalf of the local physicians, welcomed the visitors, and 
the response was made by Dr. Dyer, in an able address. 

The second day of the meeting was opened by the reading of 
the Annual Report of the Secretary, Dr. Huntsinger, of Pinck- 
neyville. After deciding that Dr. Ingram, of Murphysboro, was 
not debarred from being a candidate for membership, the next 
place of meeting was considered. Cairo was chosen and Dr. 
Dunning appointed Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements. 

Dr. Huntsinger gave the history of two cases and asked for a 
diagnosis. After a thorough discussion by some of the members 
they concluded that the disease was ''milk-sickness." 

The election of officers, which next took place, resulted as 
follows : 

President, Dr. Wetmore, of Waterloo ; First Vice-President, 
Dr. Agnew, of Wakanda ; Second Vice-President, Dr. Dodds, of 
Anna; Secretary, Dr. Perry, of Cartersville ; Treasurer, Dr. 
Dyer, of Duquoin. 

The Society decided not to appropriate any funds to the In- 
ternational Medical Congress, as it was understood that the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements had sufficient to defray all necessary ex- 
penses Dr. Green, of Mount Vernon, then read a paper on 
**Otitis Media" which was fully discussed. Dr. Marshall read a 
paper on ''Sulphate of Zinc as a Cure for Epithelioma," by Dr. 
Burgess, of Sparta. Dr. Martin, of Anna, read a paper on 
"Elephantiasis." Dr. Mardhall, the retiring president, made an 
address, and the Association adjourned to meet in Cairo in 
November. 
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AMERlCAJf MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
General Sessions. 

The thirty-eighth annual meeting of the American Medical 
Association was called to order at Central Music Hall, Chicago, 
Ills., at 11 a. m.,on Tuesday, June 7th, by the Chairman of the 
^Committee of Arrangements, Dr. Chas. Oilman Smith. After 
prayer. Mayor J. A. Roche made an address of welcome and was 
followed by the President, Dr. E. H. Gregory, of St. Louis, who 
delivered the annual address, his subject being "Cell Antagon- 
ism." Dr. A. N. Bell, of New York, then read the report of 
the Committee on Immigration. After the adoption of the report, 
the amendment to create a new Section on Dermatology and 
Syphilography was adopted. The report of Dr. J. M. F. Gaston, 
of Atlanta, on Inoculation for Yellow Fever was referred to the 
Section on State Medicine. 

On the second day the Association heard the report of the 
Board of Trustees of the Journal of the Association, which 
was adopted. Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, chairman of the 
special committee on Changes in the Plan of Organization and 
By-laws of the. Association made a report. A number of recom- 
mendations were made and quite an animated discussion arose. 
The Committee on Nomination was then announced and Dr. Jno. 
S. Lynch, of Baltimore, read the address of the Chairman of the 
Section on the Practice of Medicine. On account of the absence 
of Dr. Mudd, of St. Louis, there was no address in Surgery read. 

Thursday morning, the third day, the first business transacted 
was the adoption of the report of the Committee on Nominations 
which was as follows : 

President — A, Y. P. Garnet, of Washington. 

First Vice-President — Duncan Eve, Nashville, Tenn. 

Second Vice-President — ^Darwin Calvin, Clyde, N. Y. 

Third Vice-President — Charles J. O' Hagan, North Carolina. 

Fourth Vice-President — ^A. Stedman, Colorado. 

Librarian — C. H. A. Kleinschmidt, Washington. 

Treasurer — R. J. Dunglison, Philadelphia. 

Permanent Secretary — W. B. Atkinson, Philadelphia. 

Assistant Secretary — Joseph Ransohoff, Cincinnati. 

Trustees of the Journal — Leartus Connor, Detroit ; E. O. Shake- 
spear, Philadelphia ; W. T. Briggs, Nashville. 

Judicial Council— 3, H. Murphy, St. Paul ; J. M. Toner, 
Washington; J. K. Bartlett, Milwaukee; A. B. Sloane, Missouri; 
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X. C. Scott, Cleveland ; A. W. McLuer, Iowa ; D. W. Stormont, 
Kansas ; J. H. Hibberd, Indiana. 

Committee on Necrology — J. M. Toner, Chairman. 

Committee on State Medicine — R. G. Jennings, Little Rock, 
Chairm 

The Next Annual Meeting is to be held at Cincinnati, on the 
second Tuesday in May, 1888. Chairman of Committee of Ar- 
rangements, Dr. W. W. Dawson, of Cincinnati, with power to fill 
the Committee by appointment. 

officers elected bt the sections. 

Surgery "DonsAd McLean, Ann Arbor, Chairman; B. A. Wat- 
son, Jersey City, N. J., Secretary. 

Medicine — ^A. B. Palmer, Ann Arbor, Chairman ; N. S. Davis, 
Jr., Chicago, Secretary. 

State Medicine — H. B. Baker, Lansing, Mich., Chaiiman ; S. T. 
Armstrong, Memphis, Tenn., Secretary. 

Children — ^F. E. Waxham, Chicago, Chairman ; W. B. Lawrence, 
Batesville, Ark., Secretary. 

Dental and Oral Surgery^J. Tafft, Cincinnati, Chairman ; E. 
S. Talbot, Chicago, Secretary. 

Ophthalmology and Otology — F. E. Hotz, Chicago, Chairman ; 
H. U. Jackson, Philadelphia, Secretary. 

Dermatology and Syphilography — L. Ducan Bulkley , New York, 
Chairman ; T. Fayette Dunlap, Secretary. 

Medical Jurisprudence--^, M. Reid, Baltimore, Chairman ; Dr. 
Belt, Boston, Secretary. 

In regard to the proposed amendments to the constitution and 
bj'^-laws, they were laid on the table for one year. The commit- 
tee on a monument to Benjamin Rush reported that $389 had 
been received. 

The report of the Special Committee on Cremation was refer- 
red to the Section on State Medicine. 

Dr. F. M Johnson, of Kansas City, delivered the address of 
the Chairman of the Section on Obstetrics and Diseases of Wo- 
men giving a review of improvements during the past year. The 
address of the Chairman of the Section on State Medicine, by 
Dr. Geo. H. Robe, of Baltimore, next followed, after which Dr. 
G. S. Knox, of Chicago, Chairman of the Section on Diseases of 
Children read his address in abstract. 

The report of the Treasurer of the Association showed a 
balance on hand of $1,403.77. The report of the Librarian was 
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reiMl and ordered filed. A discuBSion then arose as to making an 
appropriation for the International Congress with the result that 
$1,000 was TOted for that purpose. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, offered a resolution recognizing as eligible to 
membership dentists who are graduates of dental and oral schools 
and colleges which require a standard of preliminary or general 
education to the term of professional study : and another that 
the Committee of Arrangements are hereafter directed, at each 
annual meeting of this Association, to so arrange *the programme 
regarding entertainments and receptions that the evening of the 
third day be reserved for the regular annual dinner, under such 
regulations that the members may dine with or without wine, ac- 
cording to choice, and pay only for what they elect to have fur- 
nished, and that be the entire cost of the dinner, leaving no part 
to be paid either by the local profession or the treasurer of the 
Association. 

On Friday, the fourth day of the meeting. Dr. J. S. Marshall, 
of Chicago, Chairman of the Section on Dental and Oral Sur- 
gery, delivered his address and Dr. J. M. Quimby, of Jersey 
City, N. J., gave the address of the Chairman of the Section on 
Medical Jurisprudence in general and is especially applicable to 
infanticide and drunkeness. 

Dr. J. M. Toner, of Washington, presented his report in 
Necrology. 

After passing the usual resolutions of thanks to the press, 
railroads, citizens and committees, the Association adjourned. 



Book KepietDS. 

A Treatise on Diphtheria, historically and practically con- 
sidered; including Croup, Tracheotomy and Intubation. By 
A Sannb, M. D. Translated by Henry Z. Gill, A. M., M. D., 
etc. 8vo. pp. 656. Illustrated with a full page colored litho- 
graph and many wood engravings. [St. Louis : J. H. Chambers 
& Co. 1887. 

Perhaps no living man could have brought to this great work 
more and better qualifications to ensure results of value not mere- 
ly to the medical profession but to mankind in general, than he 
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who has undertaken it. The author was a pupil of Barthez and 
Trousseau, the teachers who, next to Bretonneau, have done most 
toward giving us a clear understanding of the cause, and the 
pathology and therapeutics of the disease. Beside this he was 
long an interne of the great Hdpital Ste, Eugenie and afterward 
had a very extensive practice in the city of Paris which gave him 
thousands of opportunities for study and observation of the 
dread disease of which he has made so thorough and exhaustive 
a study. 

In the work before us, however, we do not have simply the 
record of the personal experiences and theories of the author. 
However valuable such a memoire might be as a contribution to 
• the general literature of a subject, it would necessarily be but 
fragmentisiry ; whereas in this book we have a complete review and 
compendium of all worth preserving that has hitherto been said 
or written concerning diphtheria and the kindred subjects treated 
of by our author, collated, arranged and commented on by both 
author and translator. 

The ground is cleared in the beginning of the work by a lucid 
essay upon the surgical anatomy of the pre-trachaeal region, with 
special reference to tracheotomy in children. This is not a por- 
tion of the work as it appeared in French, however, but is a con- 
tribution from Dr. Lewis S. Pilcher, of Brooklyn. The true work 
of Sanne begins with the history of diphtheria, which is traced 
from the remotest times down to the present, the author showing 
that among the earliest of written human records are allusions to 
a disease which may very reasonably be supposed to have been 
diphtheria. The pathological anatomy of the disease is entered 
into very fully, and after that there is given a full general 
des'^'.ription of diphtheria, including its localization, course, dura- 
tion, termination, etc., together with chapters on its nature, ep- 
idemics, etc. The chapters on treatment are divided into the 
general and surgical measures that are necessary under varying 
circumstances. Trachseotoray is treated of under a separate 
heading as are the complications which are liable to arise there- 
after. The subject of intubation, so recently revived in this 
country, receives a very careful and impartial discussion at the 
hands of the translator, and a most valuable chapter on the pro- 
phylaxis of diphtheria and croup closes the volume. 

The translator has, considering all things, done his share of 
the work very well indeed, though we occasionally find passages 
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which indicate a lack of familiarity with the idioms of the origi- 
nal. His notes are frequent and full, displaying deep knowledge 
of the subject matter. Altogether the book is one that i» valu- 
able and timely, and one that should be in the hands of every 
general practitioner. The mechanical portion reflects great credit 
on the house of Chambers & Co., of this city, though we confess 
the book would have looked better had it been printed throughout 
on one kind of paper. The colored lithograph which is pasted 
in as a frontespiece should have been of the same size as the 
balance of the pages. With these trifling exceptions the book is 
well gotten up. 

Elementary Microscopical Technology. — Part I. The 
Technical History of a Slide, from the Crude Materials to the 
Finished Mount. By Frank L. James, Ph. D., M. D. 8vo. 
pp. 107. Illustrated. [St. Louis, Mo: The Medical and 
Surgical Journal Company, 1887. 

In part I of his Flementary Microscopical Technology, Dr. 
James has given a clear and concise account of the necessary im- 
plements and the manipulations required in practical microscopy. 
Those who are acquainted with the author's preparations and 
mounts, the beauty and finish of which are beyond challenge^ 
will be struck with the fact that the same careful attention to 
details and minutiae which characterizes this, also pervades his 
teachings. Taking for granted that his reader-pupil is ignorant 
of even the first principles of microscopical technology, — an im- 
portant point which most writers fail to appreciate. Dr. James 
begins with the very rudiments of the subject, the handling of 
the crude material, and by successive steps, the details of which 
are explained, he gradually leads up to the finished and perfect 
slide. Starting with the tools and reagents which are absolutely 
necessary to successful work, the author takes up, as prelimin- 
ary, the making of a typical slide, and then in the succeeding 
twelve chapter enters int^ a careful consideration of the methods 
employed. Hardening, embedding, section-cutting, staining, the 
preparation of the glass, slip and cover, the making of cells, 
mounting media, and the finishing of the slide, are all treated of 
in the plainest and most comprehensive manner, so that the isolated 
student wanting a teacher, cannot fail of success, if he but fol- 
V low the directions laid down in this little book. And herein lies 
the charm of Elementary Microscopical Technology, — it is emi- 
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nently a book for self-instruction, the outcome of long exper- 
ience, of many failures and final successes. 

In reviewing the various methods of hardening given, we 
must take exception to the three grades of alcohol recommended 
for organic matter. Nearly all specimens, the most delicate only 
excepted, contain water enough to permit of their being placed 
at once in the ordinary alcohol of the shops, without detriment 
to their elements. 

In a work too, of such great value and importance, the type 
should have been fresher and the proof reading more carefully 
done. 

Taking Part I as a contribution to the microscopical technolo- 
gy of the present day, however, we are free to say that it is by 
far the best book on the subject that has yet appeared ; and is 
to be most cordially recommended alike to teacher and pupil. 

W. P. Manton, M. D., 
Editor of The Microscope. 

Drug Eruptions. A Clinical Study of the Irritant Effects of 
Drugs upon the Skin. By Prince A. Morrow, A. M., M. D. 
800 pages, one lithographed plate. [New York: William 
Wood & Co., 1887. Price, $1.75. 

The subject of drug eruptions is one which has been elaborated 
of late years and the literature of this subject, although 
rapidly increasing, has been practically valueless to the general 
practitioner, from the fact that it has been scattered through the 
various medical journals. The present work is the first attempt 
that has been made to collect this mass of valuable material under 
one roof as it were and place it at the disposal of the medical 
profession. 

Dr. Morrow, the author, who is the editor of the Journal of 
Cutaneous and Genito- Urinary Diseases is not a mere compiler. 
Having this work in view for some years, he has devoted a great 
deal of attention to drug eruptions and, as a natural consequence 
of this, we see everywhere evidence of his accurate observation 
in the clear description he gives. 

The first forty pages of the book are devoted to'general con- 
siderations, such as the etiology, pathogenesis, treatment, diag- 
nosis, etc. , of drug eruptions. Then follows an alphabetical list 
of drugs in which is given the results of the internal use and ex- 
ternal administration, together with methods for detecting these 
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drugs in the urine. A very complete bibliography closes the 
volume. 

The usefulness of this work to the general practitioner as well 
as to the specialist cannot be over-estimated, more especially 
when we consider that the eruptions caused by sixty different 
drugs are considered. That which is given the most prominence 
is iodine and its compounds. This is quite natural as it is well 
known how common it is to give this medicament in elevated 
doses pushing it to the limit of tolerance. 

Dr. Morrow deserves great credit for his work which should be 
in every physician's library. It is clear, brief and to the point, 
besides being thoroughly reliable. Moreover it is the pioneer 
work in one of the important territories of dermatology. 

Messrs. Wood & Co., have gotten up the book in unexceptional 
style, the print being large and clear and the binding first-class. 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil. 

Hysteric et Traumatisnie: Paralysis, Contractures, Arth- 

ralgies Hystero-traumatiques. Parle Dr. Padl Berbez. 8 vo. 

pp.125. [Paris, aux Bureaux du Frogr^ M4dicdle; A. Dela- 

hliye et Lecrosnier, editeurs. 1887. 

In this work we have a study of hysteria from a standpoint if 
not new, at least sufficiently novel to a very large proportion of 
the medical profession to make it of exceeding interest to all who 
devote any attention to the study of mental and nervous maladies. 
It is in fact a study of hysteria from a surgical standpoint. Con- 
nected, as the author has been for several years, and intimately 
associated with M. Charcot, in the great clinic of the Salpetriere, 
the attention of M. Bebez was early drawn to a chain of facts 
which pointed to the intimate relationship between the protean 
neurosis of which he treats with certain traumatisms. At the 
suggestion of M. Charcot he thereupon devoted himself during 
two years to following up this lead. As a complete study of 
hysteria from this aspect would lead to endless labor, M. Berbez 
wisely determined to confine his observations more especially to 
hysterias whose origin could be traced to the irritable mamma in 
the female, and the irritable testis in the male. The work is 
therefore devoted to what may be called false or simulated ab- 
dominal surgery — false ovarian cysts, false peritonites following 
more or less closely some operative traumatism, and finally all of 
those false abdominal tumors noticed of late j^ears, and of which 
so many examples are to be found in recent literature, notably in 
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the works of Abercrombie, Braid, Russel Reynolds, Weir Mitch- 
ell, Herbet Page,Duponchel,and others too numerous to mentipn, 
but not forgetting Sir Spencer Wells, whose work published in 
1886, gives a good resume of the literature of the subject. In re-* 
viewing the influence of railroad accidents in the production of 
these phenomena, the author has utilized the paper of Dr. P. S. 
Matthews (The Surgeon's Duty in Rail-Road Spinal Injuries) 
contributed to the Saimt Louis Medical and Surgical Journal 
for September, 1884. 

The style of the author is clearness itself, and there is not an 
unreadable or uninteresting page in the book, which should be in 
the hands not only of every gynsecolc^ist but of every practitioner 
who is brought into contact with hysteria in general family prac- 
tice. 

Transactions of the Association of American Physicians. 
First Session, Washington, D. C, June 17 and 18, 1886. 8 vo. 
pp. 261. [Philadelphia: Wm. J. Dorman, Printer, 1886. 

This, the first volume of the transactions of the Association of 
American Physicians, is handsomely gotten up. While none of 
the papers are remarkable, some are quite interesting. Besides 
the minutes of the meeting, there are nineteen papers with the 
discussions thereon. These papers are all short owing to the rule 
limiting their reading to twenty minutes. This may be a good 
system to adopt, but it sometimes is disadvantageous, keeping out 
good work or by forcing too much condensation. 

One of the striking papers in this volume is that of Dr. W. T. 
Councilman on Certain Elements found in the Blood in Cases of 
Malarial Fever. It is illustrated by a fine plate. Quite a useful 
as well as an interesting paper is that of Dr. R. H. Fitzson, on 
Perforating Inflammation of the Vermiform Appendix. Dr. 
Wm. H. Welch gives the results of his Experimental Studies of 
Glomerulo-Nephritis. This paper is very interesting and the 
plate representing cantharidin nephritis is excellent. Major 
Sternberg contributes a paper on the Bacillus of Typhoid Fever. 
These are but a few picked out at random. 

The transactions are well printed and bound and look neat. 
For the most part the typography is clean. On p. 237, however, 
we have '*mardidans" for madidans, *'thymoid'* for thyroid^ 
etc. In the same paper on p. 246 the types are allowed to say 
(4th line), *'that side upon which she laid.'* Leaving such min- 
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or defects aside, the book is one which is a credit to the Associa- 
tion and we hope that Vol. II, will be much larger than the pre- 
sent, as it probably will be judging from indications furnished by 
the second meeting which has taken place. We would recom- 
mend to the Association, however, that it issue its transactions 
earlier and not wait for nearly a year after the meeting, before 
their appearance. 

A Practical Treatise on Impotence, Sterility and Allied 
Disorders of the Male Sexual Organs. By Samuel W. Gross, 
A. M., M. D., LL. D. Third Edition thoroughly revised. 
With sixteen Illustrations. 8vo. pp. 172. [Phila. : Lea, Bro- 
thers & Co., 1887. Price, $1.50 

If we are to judge of the value of a book by its popularity, 
this treatise can justly hold a high place, as the fact that a third 
edition has been called for shows the demand there is for it. 
Aside from this, however, we can say after reading it again that 
it is deservedly popular from the fact that it gives much informa- 
tion, that is good, in a very small amount of space. 

The author does not regard impotence and spermatorrhoea as 
functional diseases of the testicles but rather as usually depend- 
ing upon reflex disturbances of the geniiospinal centre and al- 
most invariably induced or maintained by appreciable lesions of 
the prostatic portion of the urethra. 

In regard to sterility he makes the broad assertion that, in un- 
fruitful marriages, the husband is ^'at fault in at least one in- 
stance in every six" and hence the importance of examining the 
husband before submitting the wife to operations for sterility. 

The work is divided into four chapters, the first one of which 
deals with impotence, which is divided into atonic, psychical, 
symptomatic and organic. In Chapter II. Sterility is considered. 
After speaking of the composition of the semen, azoospermism, 
aspermatism and misemission are taken up in the order named. 

Spermatorrhoea is the subject of Chapter III, the last chapter 
being devoted to Prostatorrhoea. 

The work is thorough and scientific and, in addition, practical. 
The general make-up of the book is pleasing and the type and 
presswork good. In line 11, of the Preface we see '^uretura'' for 
urethra. This is rather a surprise for it is a rare thing for the 
Leas to have errors of this kind creep into their publications. 
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Manuel de Dissection. Par W. Braunb et W. His, traduit 
par le Dr. G. Foettimoer. Bruxelles, A. Manceaux, 1887. 
This is a French edition of the now well-known Leitfadenfuer 
die Praeparanten of the celebrated Leipzig professors whose names 
it bears — a work essentially practical and remarkable for the 
minuteness and concision of the directions given for the prepara- 
tion of anatomical material and making museum specimens. 
With it in hand it seems almost impossible for the student to go 
astray. In its preparation they seem to have carried out the 
motto or a:^iom which they impress upon their students as the 
iSrst and dominant principle which should actuate them in the 
dissecting room — "never abandon a piece of material until you 
have worked through and scrutinized its minutest details." From 
benefits derived personally we can recommend this work to every 
student who can read French or German. 

Manuel d' Anatomie Humaine. Par W. Ejiause. Traduit, 
sur la treizieme Edition allemande, Par Louis DoUo. Fascicule 
I. Ost^ologie et Arthrologie. BruxelleS) A. Manceaux; 
Paris, Georges Masson. 1887. 

This is the first fasciculum of a great general work on human 
anatomy, the excellencies of which have been proven by the fact 
that it has 'already reached a third edition in Germany. The 
present fasciculum treats of osteology and arthrology. The de- 
scriptive text is concise but plentiful, and the illustrations on 
wood are remarkably clear and excellent, though scarcely so 
large or so numerous as we could desire. 



Cttcrarg ZTotes. 

The Vest- Pocket Anatomist is the title of a handy little 
dissecting room companion, founded upon Gray's Anatomy, by 
Dr. C. Henri Leonard, of Detroit, the veteran publisher of medi- 
cal books. The value and popularity of the little work is shown 
by the fact that the present is the eleventh edition. It is conve- 
nient and thoroughly reliable, and its popularity is therefore sure 
to increase. 

Books Received during the Month. — ^The following books 
have been received during the month of June and will be proper. 
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ly noticed hereafter: Stricture of the Urethra, Distin-Maddick 
(Bailliere, Tindall & Cox) ; Rabies or Hydrophobia, Dolan(Bail- 
li^re, Tindall & Cox) ; Treatment by Massage, Schreiber (Lea 
Bros. & Co.) ; Aniemia, Henry (Blakiston, Son & Co.) ; Diseases 
of the Eye, Meyer (Blakiston, Son & Co.), Management of Diet, 
Braen (J. B. Lippincott Co.) 

The Physician's Dose and Symptom Book is the title of 
a convenient little manual by Dr. Joseph H. Wythe, of Cooper 
Medical College, San Francisco. It contains the doses and uses 
of the principal articles of the materia medica and officinal prepar- 
ations, arranged alphabetically, table of weights and measures, 
symptoms, incompatibles, etc. It is of a handy size for the 
pocket, though the type is large and clear. It is published by P. 
Blakiston, Son & Co., Philadelphia. 

Pocket Medical Formulary. — One of the best arranged and 
neatest of this class of books that we have yet seen is the little 
volume by Drs. Alexander Hazard, Bernard M. Goldberg and 
Abraham S. Gerhard, of Philadelphia. It is "chug full" of valu- 
able information on therapeutics, diagnosis, posology, poisons 
and their antidotes, hypodermic medication, etc., and all so well 
arranged by the patent index system that one can find anything 
that he desires in a moment. It is handsomely bound in leather, 
with pocket and tucks. It is published by Collins, Philadelphia. 

The Sacramento Medical Times. — We have received the 
.first number of a neatly printed and handsome monthly bearing 
this title and published at Sacramento, Cal. It is edited by Dr. 
J. H. Parkinson, with the collaboration of Doctors Wallace A. 
and William Ellery Briggs, Thos. W. Huntington and Crocker 
Simmons. The department system, introduced by the Journal 
and found so convenient and popular is followed in the arrange- 
ment of matter, and altogether the new candidate for profession- 
al favor starts out in a thoroughly sensible manner. We wish 
it a long and successful career. 

Reprints, Pamphlets, Etc., The following worthy of note 
iiave been received during the month: Transplantation of a 
I Rabbit's eye into the human orbit, Chas. H. May, M. D., in the 

I Archives of Ophthalmology, Vol. XIX, No. I, ; Congenital Occlu- 

sion of the Posterior Nares, Alvin A. Hubbell, M. D., in the 
Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal ; Remarks and Criticisms by 
-James H« Walker, on the subject of Brewing ; Practical Example 
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of Prescription Writing, by Chas. H. May, M. D. ; New Treat- 
ment of Affections of the Respiratory Organs, by Rectal Injection 
of Gases, by Dr. V. Morel, from the French, by J. W. Queen & 
Co., Philadelphia; Cornell University School of Pharmacy, An- 
nouncement for 1887-8 ; Report of the Committee on Disinfect- 
ants presented at the 14th annual meeting of the American Pub- 
lic Health Association. 

The Talmud, with Rabbinical Commentaries of ancient, 
middle and latter ages on Medicine, Hygiene, Medical Jurispru- 
dence, and kindred subjects, is the title of the new work project- 
ed by our friend Dr. Carl von Klein, of Dayton, O. The 
doctor states in a preliminary circular, and in a private letter now 
before us, that since the announcement of his desire to get out 
this work, and his intention of doing so providing he receives the 
proper encouragement therein, he has received over 500 volun- 
tary contributions thereto, leaving only about a similar number 
necessary to fill his list. It should not be a difficult matter to get 
these, as we are quite sure that Dr. Von Klein will make a book 
that will be of the deepest interest to all who are interested in the 
history of medicine. The price will be but five dollars, and this 
is not to be paid until the delivery of the book. As no more will 
be published than those subscribed for, those who intend sending 
in their names should not delay doing so. 

The Juveniles. — ^A physician who is doing a large and lucra- 
tive general practice, not long ago declared that he intended to 
give it up and adopt a specialty, alleging as his sole reason there- 
for that he wanted to get acquainted with his family. *'I have" 
said he "a gang of girls and boys growing up at home, of whom 
I know as little as I do of the children of any of my patients. I 
am especially worried about what they read. I found this thing 
stuck behind the stand in the bath room, only yesterday." 
**This thing" which the doctor pulled out of his pocket and ex- 
hibited was one of the vilest of the thousands of vile, yellow-cov- 
ered, '^detective" romances, dealing with the children of the 
slums, every page of which is full of moral contamination, more 
infectious and deadly to mind and body than leprosy itself. Not 
all physicians are situated like our friend ; but there are enough 
of them to make the subject which he raises one of intense inter- 
est. While nothing can take the place of wise and affectionate 
direct parental supervision, or fully compensate for its absence, 
there is fortunately a partial remedy for the evils which this ab- 
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«ence entails, and that is for the parent to see that his children 
are supplied, and plentifully supplied, with proper reading matter 
suited to the years and understandings of those for whom it is 
intended. Not the goody-goody, mawkishly pious, impossible 
^literature of sunday-school libraries and journals, but good, 
healthy books and periodicals full of matter that interests and 
entertains, while they instruct ; such periodicals as Saint Nicho- 
las and Wide Awake, two juvenile magazines that are an honor 
to any people and a source of safety to hundreds of thousands of 
those who in a few years will be the men and women of the 
country. While the two magazines — one published by the Cen- 
tury Company, of New York, and the other by D. Lothrop & 
Co. , of Boston, are rivals, their rivalry is of that sort that can 
result only in good, no matter which be the winner. Fortunately 
for the publishers and the people, there is room enough and to 
spare for both of them, and we should consider it a real calamity 
to the youth of America and England (where both have a large 
circulation) were anything to happen that would seriously injure 
«ither. While there is a certain similarity between the journals 
in many points (beside their identity in well-doing) they are 
sufficiently unlike in contents to make it desirable for every phy- 
sician who has a family of boys and girls, to take both of them, 
and unless he is a very busy man he will be very apt to be as eager 
to read them as any child that he has. 



IHelange. 

M. Aubert claims to have demonstrated that blenorrhagic 
pus is always alkaline, instead of acid as recently asserted by M. 
Castellan. 

The American Orthopaedic Association was organized at 
the rooms of the New York Academy of Medicine, on June 15th 
and 16th last. There was quite a good attendance and a number 
of papers were read. 

The American Rhinological Association will hold their 
annual meeting in Washington, D. C, Sept. 1st, 2nd and 3rd, in- 
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stead of Dayton, Ohio, as formerly announced. The programme 
will appear in the next number of this Journal. 

Only Half Right.— TAe Kansas City Medical Index says that 
the reason it does not copy from the St. Louis Medical and 
Surgical Journal is **that a hungry dog has no use for an empty 
cupboard.'' As usual, the Index man is only half right — i. e., in 
the first half of his similitude. 

Light Purgative for Dyspeptics. — ^M. Germain S6e is ia 
the habit of prescribing the following : 

Bl Sublimed sulphur, 
Cream of tartar, 

Calcined magnesia, of each, 3 ^ 

M. The whole to be taken in the morning and, if necessary,, 
to be repeated at bed time. 

A Human Horn. — The museum of the H6pital St. Louis^ 
Paris, has recently been enriched by a specimen of peculiar inter- 
est, viz : a large and solid horn removed from the head of a wo- 
man of Ilyeres. This excrescence had attained a length of 21 
cm. (8.4 inches) and an examination of the material of which it is. 
composed shows it to be a veritable horn, composed of identical- 
ly the same morphological and chemical elements as those of a 
goat or cow. 

Body- Weight of Japanese Men. — The Sei-I-Kwai Medical 
Journal for May says that the average weight of the Japanese 
seamen, taken by authority of an imperial rescript of April 14th,. 
1882, was found to be 14 kwamme or 115.5 lbs. avoirdupois. 
Continuing the examination for several years, and weighing each 
man twelve times a year, it was found that the fluctuations in 
weight were within very narrow limits, and that the weight seem- 
ed to have no traceable relation to health or disease. 

Rara Avis. — ^We cannot voucl^ for the truth of the following 
item obtained from the Columbus Medical Journal. If true it is 
very strange, to say the least. A grateful patient is rare, but 
when gratitude shows itself to the extent here given it is phe- 
nomenal. 

"A patient of Dr. Forbes, of Philadelphia, out of gratitude 
to the doctor for services rendered, left sixty thousand dollars to 
such hospital as the doctor might choose. He chose the Jefferson 
Medical College Hospital, of course." 
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African Arrow Poison. — ^It was supposed for many years 
tha^ the African and South American arrow poisons were derived 
if not from identically the same vegetable sources, from members 
of the same family of plants. This is now known to be not true. 
At a recent meeting of the Society de Biologic, M. Gley described 
his experiments with a poison brought from the West Coast of 
Africa where it is known among the natives as inee. He finds 
that the active principle is strophanthine, the nature of which has 
already been described in the Joubnal. 

Female Dentists. — The executive committee of the Nation- 
al Hospital of Dental Surgery, of England, has decided to admit 
women to the practice of dentistry. Twenty-two ladies immedi- 
ately availed themselves of the privilege, and were inscribed in 
the Dental Register. The Medical Council of £dinbui[gh has 
followed suit, and women are allowed to apply for licences in 
dental surgery. Only the young and good looking ought to be 
allowed to pass. With such dentists there would be no objection 
to the ceremony with which it is said that Dr. E — , a celebrated 
American dentist of Paris during the Empire, was in the habit of 
closing all dental operations on his lady patients. 

Furuncles in the Ear. — In the Journal for December, 1886, 
p. 350, speaking of boils in the ear, the advice was given to in- 
cise early and freely and afterward to let the ear alone. Recent- 
ly our attention has been called to a treatment for this annoying 
infliction proposed by Kirchener, of Brussels, (in the Journal de 
MMecine of that city) who advises early and free opening also, , 
but adds that, if it be done under antiseptic precautions there 
will be less prospect for a return of the boil or the sequence of 
a crop of them. His plea is first to wash the cavity out with a 
tepid solution of sublimate (1 : 1000), dry with antiseptic cotton, 
and then incise. The Incision is then washed with sublimate sol- 
ution applied with a camels hair pencil or a pledget of cotton. 
The penciling should be free and may be repeated two or three 
times during the day. M. Kirchener saj's, that he has operated 
in this way in a very large number of cases and but very rarely 
had a second boil to appear. 

Blood upon the Face of the Moon. — ^We have received 
through the mails copies of a pamphlet issued by Dr. J. R. Briggs, 
of Dallas, Tex. , late associate editor of the Teocds Courier-Eecord 
of Medicine^ and entitled **Dr. Dudley S. Reynolds, of Louisville, 
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Ey. — His Title to the Censorship of the Medical Profession. A 
biographical sketch." We have not followed the journalistic 
quarrel between Drs. Briggs and Reynolds, which has been pro- 
gressing for some time past, and of which this pamphlet is the 
bitter outcome, but the causes of offence must have been very 
serious indeed to justify the course of Dr. Briggs. Without pre- 
suming to pass upon the merits of the affair, however, we would 
say that Dr. Briggs brings very ugly allegations against Dr. Rey- 
nolds; and as much as we deprecate personal journalism these 
allegations are such that Dr. Reynolds cannot afford to ignore 
them without risking his reputation as a man and as a physician. 
We sincerely hope that he will be able to answer them. 

American Public Health Association. — ^The preliminary 
announcement of the fifteenth annual meeting is at hand, and 
gives the following information: The meeting will be held at 
Memphis, Tenn., November 8th- 11th, inclusive. The Executive 
Committee have selected the following topics for consideration at 
said meeting : The Pollution of Water Supplies ; The Disposal 
of Refuse Matter of Cities ; The Disposal of Refuse Matter of 
Villages, Summer Resorts, and Isolated Tenements; Animal 
Diseases Dangerous to Man. Papers intended to be read on the 
occasion should be in print, type-writing or very plain manu- 
script, and must be handed in not later than twenty days before 
the annual meeting. A circular will be issued in ample time be- 
fore the meeting, giving full information in regard to transporta- 
tion and hotel rates. All communications relating to local matters 
should be addressed to G. B. Thornton, M. D., chairman local 
board of health, Memphis, Tenn. Blanks for membership may be 
obtained by addressing the secretary, Irving A. Watson, Con- 
cord, N, H. 

The Crown Prince of Germany. — As the natural result of 
the great service rendered by Dr. Morell McKenzie, in preventing 
the operation of thyroidectomy, as described in the Journal for 
June, the Crown Prince of Germany has prolonged his stay in 
England (whither he went ostensibly to be present at the Queen's 
jubilee) to be near the English surgeon. We learn that further 
examinations of the portions of tumor already removed, made by 
Prof. Virchow, show the growth to be a non-malignant papilloma. 
While this in itself is reassuring to those who earnestly hope for 
the Prince's safety, no one will feel quite easy in regard to the 
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matter until he is pronounced cured. The tendency of papillo- 
mata to take on malignant features will, until then, stand as a con- 
stant threat of possible danger. For the sake of humanity it is 
to be hoped that the most optimistic views will be realized in the 
case of this man, who is known to be enlightened and wise, and a 
lover of peace. No greater calamity could befall Europe than 
that he should be removed before time has healed the scars be- 
tween France and Germany. 

Public Institution for Disinfection. — To Germany, whence 
has come almost all that is useful in the modern practice and 
theory of antisepsis, we are again indebted for^a practical move 
in the right direction. The city of Berlin is now building and 
will open in November of this year, a great central station for the 
thorough disinfection of household articles, wearing apparel, 
bedding, etc. The disinfecting agent will be heat in the form of 
dry steam, except in the case of articles (like leather) which are 
ruined by such measures. The arrangements made by the auth- 
orities include the collection from the domicile and the return 
thereto of articles to be disinfected, and ingenious devices have 
been adopted to prevent any possibility of the contact of the dis- 
infected articles with objects not yet submitted to the process. 
The tariff of charges, which includes transportation, is four marks 
(about 90 cents) per cubic metre of space occupied by the 
goods. For the disinfection of those articles to which heat can- 
not be applied, and which must be treated by chemicals, the 
charge is 80 pfennigs (about 20 cents) per hour for the labor and 
chemicals required in the work. 

Carrying Coals to Newc^tle. — One of our valued contem- 
poraries has the following : 

Arsenical Eruptions. — ^Dr. T. A. Moroon (Za France M^di- 
ccUe^ has observed the following variety of cutaneous eruptions 
from the use of arsenic : Erythema, papules, urticaria, vesicles, 
pustules, ulceration, skin bronzing. In each case the discontin- 
uance of the drug caused the disappearance of the rash. — Lon- 
don Medual Press, 

The truth of the matter is this : In the July number of the 
Journal of Cutaneous and Venereal Disea^es^ the editor, Dr . P. A. 
Morrow, published an article on arsenical eruptions. An abstract 
of this article was published in the August, 1886, Journal (page 
107), and was translated literally in a late number of La France 
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Midicalej the latter only giving credit to the original source 
and converting P. A. Morrow into T. A. Moroon. The Lon- 
don Medical Press still further dropped credit by attributing 
the article to the French journal, and thus after nearly one year 
we are regaled with a mutilated reproduction of our own abstract. 
The original English always suffers more or less after being sub- 
jected to two translations. 

Listerism in Germany. — ^The Berlin correspondent of the 
Therapeutic Gazette for June, says that the German Surgical 
Congresses for the last seventy (probably intended for twenty) 
years ''bear testimony that the Lister system, as well as opera- 
tive surgery, owes to them its greatest development. Nearly 
every German Surgical Congress has produced some remarkable 
progress, the entire completion of which we have not yet reached, 
but this tradition has not been sustained by the impression made 
upon us by the meeting this year ; there seemed to be something 
lacking. It is true there were many cases discussed, but there 
failed to be anything decisive upon any question. The only sub- 
ject which led to a discussion of great value was the treatment of 
peritonitis by laparotomy, but which had no satisfactory conclu- 
sion ; that, however, was in the nature of the case. We will not 
leave this subject, however, without mentioning the vindication 
of iodoform as an antiseptic, in spite of the attacks made recently 
upon this valuable remedy by the Danes, Heyn and Rovsing. 
Not only were good practical results testified to, but theoretical 
experience refuted the objections made by the above-mentioned 
authors. We may, therefore, rejoice that this medical treasure 
remains as a valuable remedy, of which, unfortunately, there are 
only too few. 

Exorcism in the Anvers Hospitals. — A commission was 
recently appointed by the government for the purpose of exam- 
ining into certain charges against the management of the great 
Hospital Ste. Elisabeth, of Anvers, which is maintained by the 
municipality and hence is supposed to be absolutely removed 
from the control of any sect, although the nurses are religieuses. 
Some very curious facts were elicited, and a writer in a recent 
number of the Progr^s Medical makes use of them as an argu- 
ment for the immediate laicisation of the institution. After de- 
tailing the sworn statement of one of the physicians concerning 
the practical impossibility of having the patients get meat, even 
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when expressly prescribed, on Fridays and during Lent ; of the 
hanllng of convalescents out of bed to make them attend mass 
and religious ceremonies, etc., the writer says: But what is parti- 
cularly interesting for us is the absolute proof that in this day of 
enlightenment and science, in one of the largest hospitals of one 
of the most important cities of the world, the rites of exorcism are 
openly practiced ! "We have" says the Journal d' Anvers^ in its 
report of the findings of the Commission, '^under our eyes a 
fac-simile of the amulets which are placed by the sisters in the 
beds of the patients. It is made of white flannel to which is at- 
tached a heart and cross of the same material but of a red color. 
Beneath these is the following inscription "May thy kingdom 
come ! Behind me, Satan ! The heart of Jesus is present with 
us." As a result of the investigation, says the writer, the laicis- 
ation of the hospitals of Anvers is a fixed fact. 

Death of Boussingault. — Death has again invaded the ranks 
of the Immortals, , and again the Institute is in mourning. 
Scarcely are the funeral honors paid to one ere another luminary 
of French science passes away. The latest vacancy in the 
Academy is made by the death of Boussingault, next to Chev- 
reul, the oldest member of that august and learned body, who 
quietly passed away on the 12th of May, aged 85 years. While 
for several years past Boussingault had not been an active worker 
in science, no Frenchman has made greater or more valuable 
contributions to chemistry— especially agricultural chemistry, than 
he. Indeed, he may be said to have created the science of agri- 
cultural chemistry in France. Associated with Roulin in his bo- 
tanical exploration of South American forests, he became one of 
that galaxy of French and German savants of which Humboldt^ 
Bonpland, and Liebig were bright, particular stars. In 1833 he 
was appointed professor of chemistry in the faculty of Lyons, 
coming to Paris in 1839. It was not until 1848, however, that be 
become a member of the Academic and was appointed professor 
of agricultural chemistry at theConservatoire desArts-et-Metiers. 
His works are numerous, the best known, however, being his 
TraiU de V ^conomie rurale. For many years he edited the -4n- 
nales de physique et de ehimie^ and was a constant contributor to its 
pages and to the Comptes Bendus of the Academic des Sciences. 
His name is indissolubly linked with that of Dumas in the precise 
determination of the proportions of the elements of air. He car- 
ried out laborious researches in metalurgy and made valuable 
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discoveries in the chemistry of the conversion of iron into steel. 
His specialty, however, was agricultural chemistry, more partic- 
ularly the study of the nutritive value of grains and crops intend- 
ed for the food of herbivorous domestic animals. His death re- 
moves the last remaining link (save Chevreul) which bound to- 
gether the chemistry of the past generation with that of the pre- 
sent. 



Cecal Znebtcal Znatters. 

Small-Pox. — ^During the month of May one case of small-pox 
was discovered in the city and sent to the small-pox hospital, 
where the patient died. There was not a single case of this dis- 
ease reported during the year 1886. 

The City Institutions. — ^The council at a recent meeting 
confirmed Dr. Dalton, as Superintendent of the City Hospital, and 
Dr. Atwood as Superintendent of the Insane Asylum. This clears 
the mayor's slate and fixes the status of the city institutions for 
the next two years. Taken altogether, the city has reason to con- 
gratulate itself on the men thus chosen, and we are quite sure 
that the institutions will make excellent showings under the new 
regimes. 

The Prospects for the next collegiate year, among the med- 
ical schools, we are informed were never brighter than at present. 
We learn that each of the older schools expects to hold its own, 
at least, while the newer ones are more than satisfied. Beaumont, 
especially, looks forward to a largely increased attendance, ex- 
pecting to draw quite a respectable quota away from some of the 
older schools of the South. 

Still at it. — We suspect that if our friends of the Globe-Dem' 
ocrat and Post-Dispatch would look into the matter they would find 
that their special correspondents in eastern cities are systematic- 
ally making a good thing out of the long and laudatory dis- 
patches descriptive of surgical operations, and the '* interviews 
with prominent physicians," that daily burthen their reading 
columns, but which properly belong to the advertising depart- 
ment. It would pay them to investigate a little. 
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A New Definition and Derivation. — Jay Gould had an at- 
tack of facial neuralgia a few days ago and did not go down to 
his office. Forthwith it was reported in Wall Street and tele- 
graphed all over the country that he was very ill, and the enter- 
prising reporters went to interviewing * ^prominent physicians" as 
to the nature and danger of neuralgia. The interviews were 
telegraphed, of course, and through the reports we learn that one 
of these * 'prominent physicians" said that neuralgia is a ^^ Latin 
word and means disease of the nerves." 

Personal. — We have had the pleasure during the past month 
of meeting and having several very pleasant conversations with 
Dr. Adolphus, of Jamaica, long in the British Colonial Service as 
a surgeon, and now retired on half pay, after an arduous service 
of forty years in the tropics. Dr. Adolphus is a well preserved 
gentleman of sixty or thereabouts, whose visit to St. Louis had 
the double object of seeing relatives and consulting Dr. A. D. 
Williams concerning his eyes. He was under the impression, 
made by consulting a celebrated London oculist a couple of years 
ago, that he had cataract in one or both eyes. Fortunately Dr. 
W. was able to assure him that such was not the case^ and that 
his trouble was an amblyopia which would probably vanish after 
a few weeks or months in a temperate climate. 

Vital Statistics of St. Louis during May. — From the 
monthly report of Health Commissioner Dudley we learn that the 
total number of deaths from all causes in St. Louis, during the 
month of May, was 563, as against 577, for the same month in 
1886. This is a most remarkable showing and could it be main- 
tained throughout the year (which is, of course, an impossibility) 
would show an annual death rate of only 15 to the thousand of 
inhabitants. Of this number, 490 were white, and 73 colored, or 
about 7 to 1. As the proportion of whites to negroes is about 16 
to 1, this indicates a relatively high mortality among the latter. 
The total deaths of infants, under 5 years, was 291, or over half 
of the entire mortality. The total number of births during the 
month was 706, of which 668 were white and 38 colored, or nearly 
20 to 1. 

Criminal Malpractice. — On Saturday, June 25th, a midwife 
named Mueller, practising in the southern portion of the city, 
was arrested on a charge of criminal malpractice in causing the 
death of a young widow named Louisa Clements by producing 
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an abortion by the use of instruments. Although the deceased 
made an ante-mortem statement to the effect that Mrs. Mueller 
had used instruments and given her medicine with a view of pro- 
ducing abortion, and in spite of the fact that the body of the 
dead woman gave every indication of the fact tiiat death had been 
caused by malpractice of this description, the coroner's jury who 
investigated the case failed to find sufficient evidence to hold Mrs. 
Mueller and she was accordingly discharged. Somebody has 
been guilty of the crime, and it is to be hoped that the investiga- 
tion will not be dropped here. 

Chicago Hospitality. — At the meeting of the St. Louis 
Medical Society held June 11th, last, a number of the delegates to 
the late meeting of the American Medical Association made their 
reports. They seemed to be unanimous upon one point and 
were not backward in speaking of it. This was the shabby man- 
ner in which the President of the Association, Dr. E. H. Gregory, 
of St. Louis, had been treated. They also referred in bitter 
terms to the very unsocial features of the entertainments given, 
as well as the neglect which they suffered at the hands of 
the Chicago physicians. These expressions of discontent 
have found their way in the daily papers and we are afraid 
that our confreres of the Windy City will regard the St. Louis con- 
tingent as ungrateful for the little they were fortunate enough to 
obtain in the way of social amenities. 

Financial Status of the International Congress. — There 
appeared in a local newspaper not many days ago, an article in 
regard to the financial status of the coming International Con- 
gress. In the interviews published, several local physicians were 
reported as saying that the Committee of Arrangements had an 
amount of money equal to $50,000. A little more than a week 
before, a member of the Executive Committee stated before the 
general session of the American Medical Association, that in ad- 
dition to the appropriation of $10,000 made by Congress, but 
$2,000 had been collected. There is some discrepancy in these 
two statements and it is a difficult matter to reconcile them. We 
hope that the statement that $50,000 is already in, is true, for it 
would ensure a financial success to a situation which otherwise 
looks rather gloomy at the present moment. 

Medical School for Women. — We learn that it is a set- 
tled fact that St. Louis is to have a medical school for female 
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students exclusively. The means wherewith the new school is to 
be set going, have been subscribed by wealthy citizens who think 
such an institution desirable. As to where it is to be, or who 
Are to constitute the faculty, we have heard nothing definite. 
The only name that has been publicly mentioned in connection 
therewith is that of Dr. Borck, who has resigned his chair in the 
Obstetrical School, presumably with the view of assuming a 
prominent place in the new faculty. Without discussing the merits 
of the question, if women will enter the medical profession (and 
it seems they will) we see no reason why St. Louis should not 
have a share of the glory and emoluments to be derived from 
converting ambitious spinsters into full-fledged doctresses. 

Dull Times for the Doctors. — ^An old physician recently said 
that he always took his outing in May because there was less 
sickness in the city during that month than during any other in 
the year. While the past May was no exception to the rule in this 
respect, we can scarcely say that matters were any better, from 
the doctor's business standpoint, during June. With the except- 
ion of a few very warm days the weather was delightful, and 
while the sudden change which occurred about the 21st, caused a 
slight increment in minor ailments, the general health of the city 
was never better. In the suburbs there has been some malarial 
iever among adults and, of course, there has been the usual 
amount of summer diarrhoeas, cholera-infantum, etc., among the 
children. At the hotels, most of which have been full, there 
I were a number of cases of cholera morbus, though no fatal ones 

were reported. 

[ Bergeon's Method and the Quacks. — If any element 

were needed to complete the ridiculousness or absurdity of the 
I socalled ^^Bergeon method of treating phthisis by rectal gaseous 

) ^nemata," it is the avidity with which it has been seized upon and 

I adopted by the advertising quacks. Almost in advance of the 

regular profession, these gentry took it up, and our daily papers 
had their columns filled with announcements of the wonderful 
cures made by it. As long as the regular medical journals con- 
tinue to give illustrations of the apparatus and publish long 
I rigmaroles concerning the treatment we cannot blame the quacks 

for turning it to advantage or the public from fiocking to their 

«6ances. In this connection we are reminded of a statement 

L made in a private letter received from Dr. de Fenhoel, formerly 
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of this city but recently remoyed to Santa Barbara, Cal. The 
doctor tells of an enterprising quack of the latter city, who hav- 
ing heard of the treatment but not obtaining a clear idea of the 
process made a patient inhale the sulphuretted hydrogen, sticking 
the delivery tube into the mouth instead of the other end. It is 
needless to say that the treatment did not take very well. 

Meetings of the St. Louis Medical Society. — ^During the 
past few months there has been an unusual number of pathologi- 
cal specimens presented before the St. Louis Medical Society. 
This is a move in the right direction and we hope that it will not 
be abandoned. On Saturday, June 25th, the Society adjourned 
for the summer vacation and there will be no more meetings held 
until September. 

But two more Appointments remain to be made by the 
Mayor, in the health department of St. Louis. These are both | 

important, consisting as they do of the Superintendent of the I 

Female Hospital and the Dispensary Physician. The race for the | 

former position has narrowed down to Drs. W. B. Dorsett and F. 
T. Outley whilst Dr. Warren Priest seems pretty certain of cap- "^t 

turing the latter position. 

Willard's in Washington, D. C, is so well known that it|is 
noc necessary to recommend it. What we desire to acquaint our 
readers with is that fact that all physicians attending the Inter- 
n ational Medical Congress will obtain reduced rates at this mag- 
nificent hotel. 



Jefferson Reorganized. — Exit Bartholow, — We learn just 
as we are going to press, from private but entirely reliable 
sources, that the Trustees and Faculty of Jefferson Medical Col- 
lege, having the alternative presented to them of retaining Bar- 
tholow as dean and losing Da Costa, or of firing the dean and re- 
taining Da Costa, with a wisdom that we scarcely gave them cre- 
dit for after their behavior to Pancoast, promptly accepted the 
latter alternative. The reorganization was effected by first de- 
claring the deanship vacant, which disposed of Bartholow, and 
immediately thereafter electing Dr. Da Costa to the position thus 
vacated. 
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A Case of Torn-out Tendons of thb Big Toe. — ^With re- 
marks. By Willis V. Kingsbury, M. D. , of St. Louis. 

In speaking of this accident, Billroth very pertinently remarks, 
that it may be classed amongst those traumatisms which are rare. 
The truth of this proposition is very easy to establish by taking 
a cursory glance at the literature of the subject, and tabulating 
the number of such cases which are recorded. After a careful 
search through all of the literature at my command, I can find a 
record of a few cases only. Billroth, in his Surgical Pathology, 
states that in all of his experience he has seen but two cases 
where fingers were torn out and the tendons pulled out with them. 
In one of these cases all of the tendons were pulled out. 

In no work have I been able to find a record of a case similar 
to the one below, in which the tendons have been torn out with a 
toe. Bither this accident is very rare or the cases have not been 
reported in any of the literature to which I have had access. 

There is no doubt whatever that a number of such unreported 
cases are existing, and, either through neglect or from want of 
interest, have failed to find their way into medical literature. 

The number of cases reported during the past few years point 
in this direction, and, as a collection of them would form a 
valuable and interesting chapter, perhaps it would be well for all 
those having had such cases to report them as minutely as possi- 
ble. 

The causes of injuries of this nature are limited to accidents 
in which the finger or toe is caught in machinery and the limb 
forcibly ^etragted ; or falls in which the finger is caught and torn 
out, together with its tendons, by the sudden weight of the body 
being brought to bear upon it. 

Case. — ^Wm. G.. agip 15 years, on May 6, 1887, was working 
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at a paper cutter in the book binding department of Geo. D. 
Barnard & Co., of this city. He got his right foot implicated in 
a part of the machine in such a manner that the big toe wais- 
caught at the first phalanx near the proximal articulation, thu« 
cutting or mashing it off completely and tearing out two tendons 
(fig. 3). The extensor poUicis proprius tendon is 12H. inches 
long from the proximal portion of the toe, while the flexor hallu- 
cis longas is 8>^ inches in length. 




Fig. 3. 

Upon seeing the case immediately after the accident, the toe 
was found hanging by the longer tendon, which was in the sheath 
a distance of about one inch. Dr. A. C. Bernays being called 
in, simply took out this portion of the tendon and with it came 
the toe and the other tendon. 

The extremity of the second toe was also considerably lacer- 
ated. After washing the wounds their edges were trimmed and 
sutures applied, drawing them together. The wounded foot was 
dressed by placing about it an antiseptic gauze bandage and over 
this a plaster of Paris splint, which was allowed to extend up to 
the calf of the leg, thus completely immobilizing the ankle-joint. 
As soon as this dressing was dry the patient was sent home and 
placed in bed. Chloroform was administered while dressing the 
foot, one-fourth of a grain of morphia having been injected be- 
fore the effects of the ansesthetic had passed off. 

The following Monday the plaster of Paris dressing was re- 
moved from around the toes and the wound was washed. We 
found no indications pointing to healing by first intention, and ac- 
cordingly removed some of the sutures. The remaining sutures 
were removed the following Wednesday, and the, wound healed 
very nicely by granulation. 

There were no bad symptoms during the process of repair. 
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and the patient recovered rapidly. There was no inflammatioa 
or soreness along the tracks of the torn-out tendons at any time. 
The patient was discharged June 16, 1887. The distal end of the 
phalanx of the big toe was crushed very slightly, and no trouble 
occurred in removing the fragments of bone. During the heal- 
ing process several leaflets of bone were exfoliated. ^ 

Upon examining the Specimen, it is seen that both tendons are 
in good condition, neither of them being crushed or lacerated. 
Each one was torn at the point of muscular aitachment. 

The treatment of this case consisted in cleansing the wound 
every day with carbolized water, and dressing it with antiseptic 
gauze. The bowels were kept open with salines and the tempera- 
ture controlled by quinine, the highest point reached being lOl'^F. 
The immobilization of the ankle-joint by means of the plaster 
of Paris bandage gave rest to the parts and no doubt prevented 
any inflammatory action along the sheaths of the torn-out ten- 
dons. The method of healing of the external wound, as above 
stated, was by granulation. In some of the cases on record, 
healing of the external wound was by first intention. In the 
case detailed above the sutures were applied with the hope of ob- 
taining first intention, but failed to obtain the desired result. 

I believe, although very little is said about it, that healing by 
granulation is the most common method of repair in injuries of 
this kind. 

The dressings were applied so as not to exercise pressure, but 
just the reverse. After the plaster of Paris was removed, the 
wound was simply washed and moist carbolized gauze laid upon 
it and held in place by a cloth about 18 inches square, folded in 
the shape of a triangle and lightly wrapped around the whole 
foot. There waa very little discharge from the wound at any 
time. 

' The old style of dressing was to apply pressure at the proxi- 
mal end of the wounded extremity and gradually diminish the 
pressure as the distal end was approached. 

The healing process which takes place along the tracks of the 
torn-out tendons is generally by adhesive inflammation, lymph 
being poured out and rapidly filling the cavity, and soon becomes- 
organized, as is usual in subcutaneous wounds, this lesion having 
many of their characteristics. This process is considerably aided 
by the dressing employed, which effectually seals the opening which 
communicates with the outer world. The dressing of carbolized 
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^auze, moreover, adds another advantage — that it makes the ex- 
ternal wound aseptic, and thus effectually disposes of any ex- 
ternal focus of infection. 

So far I have been unable to find more than five cases on rec- 
ord. besides mine. In all of these the fingers and their tendons 
were torn out. 

In three of these cases there was inflammation along the 
tracks of the tendons, and in two of these abscesses formed, and 
in the other one it is not stated whether there was an abscess or 
not. In one case there was healing by first intention. 

Complete recovery follows injuries of this kind, that being the 
result recorded in all the cases of which there is a record. 

Any physician having had cases of this kind would confer a 
favor by reporting them and sending me a copy of such report 
for the purpose of tabulation. 



[Note.— This case is a striking corroboration of the principle or general law 
enoanced by Dr. J. H. Mclntyreln the July number of the Journal (p.21), viz: that 
in all instances where tendons are extended to the point of rupture, and especially 
where they are torn out, the rupture occurs at the point of muscular attachment. 
Editors St. Louis Mbdigal and Subgical Journal.] ^ 



Additions to the Medical Nomenclature of the Diseases of 
THE Nose and Throat. By Thos. F. Bumbold, M. D., St. 
Louis, Mo. 

The employment of names aids perspicuity and prevents mis- 
understanding. I have these objects in view in proposing the 
^new terms about to be given. 

Ethmoiditis Anterior. InflammAion of the anterior ethmoi- 
dal cells. 

This affection is erroneously called atrophic catarrh, dry 
catarrh, ozoena, etc. Inflammation of the anterior ethmoidal 
•cells is a very common form of nasal catarrh. The secretion 
from these cells flows through their openings situated under the 
middle turbinated processes, and forms crusts upon the inferior 
turbinated processes, but before inspissation takes place, the 
muco-purulent secretion becomes decomposed, emitting an offen- 
sive odor, hence the name ozcena. The proof that the crust in 
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such cases is not formed by the inferior turbinated processes, 
the place of lodgment, is the fact that if a small piece of cottoD 
is laid upon the place from which such a crust has been removed, 
and allowed to remain there until next morning, it will be seen 
that the whole of the secretion is lodged on the top of the cotton ; 
plainly showing that the mucous membrane under the cotton did 
not produce the secretion lodged on the top of the cotton ; and 
when this cotton is withdrawn the surface so covered will be 
found to be entirely free of mucopurulent secretion. The reason 
why the secretion remains on these turbinated processes is be- 
cause the mucous membrane of such cases is much less moist 
than is a healthy mucous membrane ; the membrane on the pro- 
cesses being in an atrophied condition. Atrophy is not always 
present in this kind of catarrh ; when not present, no crust is 
formed. The complaint is known as atrophic catarrh because of 
the presence of atrophy. Besides the lodgment of the inspissated 
secretion upon the inferior turbinated processes, there are other 
symptoms, objective and subjective, that are frequently present, 
that will ditforentiate this kind of catarrh from that of other 
localities, as for instance, catarrh of the posterior ethmoidal cells? 
namely: — the rounded, swollen condition of the nose, especially 
the bridge, frequently accompanied by the enlargement of the 
bloodvessels of the integument of this part. With this swelling 
there is more or less pain of this part of the nose, and a sense of 
fullness and pressure. Another objective symptom is the abnor- 
mal bony enlargement seen on each side of the bridge of the 
nose. Sometimes this enlargement is so great as to be markedly 
noticeable. Not the least heed is taken of this enlargement by 
authors, and it is considered as a congenital conformation, and 
consequently normal, instead of a deformity, a formation, or 
growth, resulting from diseased action within the anterior ethmoi- 
dal cells. 

It is very evident that if what I have said be true, this is a 
complaint that demands a name, and one that will point out its 
location, and will prevent the unavailing local treatment that is 
now being directed to the locality upon which the crust forms^ 
namely : — ^the inferior turbinated processes. These processes are 
now treated as though the atrophied mucous membrane covering 
them pours out the secretion that produces the crust. I have 
proposed for this inflammation of the anterior ethmodial cells the 
name of Ethmoiditis Anterior ; but the name Cellitis Ethmoide» 
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Anterior or Esdethmoiditis Anterior^ might as plainly designate 
the actual location of the disease. The name ethmoiditis would 
strictly mean an inflammation of the ethmoid bone, while esoeth- 
moiditis and cellitis ethmoides would indicate that the mucous 
membrane of the cells is the part affeeted. This would be strictly 
correct in all cases at the commencement of the complaint, but 
as the more chronic form, in which the bone itself is also dis- 
eased, as shown by its enlargement, is more frequently met by 
the physician, I think that ethmoiditis anterior will be as descrip- 
tive as is required . 

It is seldom that '' itis" is aflixed to a word ending in ^^ oid," 
but it is not uncommon to see other aflixes, as in the word ^ ^mas- 
toid." We have ''mastoidalgia," "mastoideocentesis," etc., 
etc., ^^ haematoid,'' '' hsematoidin, etc. Thomas, in his Medical 
Dictionary, 1886, gives the following: ^ ^Arachnitis, a faulty term, 
denoting inflammation of the arachnoid membrane." On the 
next page he gives ^'Arachnoiditis, inflammation of the arachnoid 
membrane." I consider this a sufficient precedent. 

Ethmoiditis Posterior. Inflammation of the posterior eth- 
moidal cells. A diseased condition of these cavities is also met 
in rhinal practice. The secretion from these cells flows through 
their openings under the superior turbinated processes, and falls 
upon the middle turbinated processes, there it becomes inspis- 
sated, provided, always, the mucous membrane on these pro- 
cesses is in an atrophied condition, and produces the same symp- 
toms, internally, as observed in ethmoiditis anterior, except that 
the crust is located higher and further back in the nasal passages. 
The application of a cotton pledget to the middle turbinated 
processes, made in the same manner as to the inferior turbinated 
processes, proves that the crust or secretion that lodges on the 
middle turbinated processes is not the product of these processes, 
but that of the posterior ethmoidal cells. 

The name given — Ethmoiditis Posterior — will indicate the 
location of the inflammation. The term Cellitis Ethmoides Pos- 
terior, or Esdethmoiditis Posterior^ might more clearly set forth 
the location of the commencement of the complaint ; yet, as this 
inflammation is frequently so severe as to a^ect the bone also, I 
think that the name first given will be sufficiently descriptive, and 
will prevent misunderstanding. 

The collection of mucopurulent secretion seen on the middle 
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turbinated processes may also be a product of the sphenoidal 
-cells, as their openings are also under the superior turbinated 
processes. 

The name Sphenoiditis, will describe the location of this affec- 
tion. Like the disease of the ethmoidal cells, it might be called 
CeLlUis Sphenoides or Esosphenoiditis. 

There are other cavities whose catarrhal secretion frequently 
forms crusts upon the inferior turbinated processes, namely : the 
frontal sinuses, the openings of which are situated under the 
middle turbinated processes. 

SiNiTis Frontalis, will, I think, plainly locate this inflamma- 
<aon. 

All four of these affections, for they are not diseases, but in- 
flammations always secondary to nasal disease, are confounded 
with atrophic catarrh. Atrophic catarrh forms no crusts, the 
mucous membraife is too dry to pour out secretion ; there is no 
odor from this affection. The only symptom that patients com- 
plain of in atrophic catarrh, is a sensation of dryness. There 
are thousands of cases of atrophic catarrh watking our streets 
that do not make any greater complaint than do persons affected 
with atrophic tonsils. Many physicians recognize atrophic ca- 
tarrh by the presence of crusts alone, when, really, the crust is 
^evidence of inflammation located above the place of lodgment. 
Again, it is known that atrophic mucous membrane has lost so 
much of its normal function that it cannot secrete as much mu- 
ous as it should do; yet we are told that this membrane, when 
located on the turbinated processes pours out so much secretion 
that crusts are formed upon it. This is an unscientific assertion, 
and has never been proven. 

Nasoantritis. Inflammation of the antrum of Highmore. 

The differential diagnosis between ethmoiditis anterior and 
sinitis frontalis, the secretion from both localities flowing upon 
the inferior turbinated processes, is, that in sinitis frontalis 
there is pain in the forehead over the eyebrows, while in ethmoid- 
itis anterior there is a fullness and pain on one or both sides of 
the bridge of the nose. Not unfrequently both of these affec- 
tions exist at the same time. Ethmoiditis posterior and sphe- 
noiditis also frequently exist at the same time. When the latter 
inflammation predominates, the patient experiences painful sen- 
sations over the top and back portion of the head, while the pain 
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occasioned by ethmoiditis posterior is located on the upper and 
anterior portions of the head. 

Ethmoiditis anterior, ethmoiditis posterior, sphenoiditis and 
sinitis frontalis, besides being four new terms, are also new 
affections even to rhinologists. The fact that the affections have 
been called atrophic catarrh, dry catarrh, etc., and treated as 
though they were a diseased condition of the turbinated processes 
on which the secretion is seen lodged, will furnish the reason 
why physicians have considered atrophic catarrh incurable. In 
the cases of so-called atrophic catarrh, the location of the lodge^ 
ment of the secretion has been mistaken for the location of the 
disease. A much greater number of facts is required to fully 
demonstrate the existence of these four affections, but this much 
is given to show the necessity for the new terms. 

Nasoseptitis. Inflammation of the septum nasi. 

It is essential to an accurate description of* the location of a. 
tumor or disease that there should be no ambiguity regarding the- 
exact topography of the locality under consideration. The lo- 
cality indicated by the term pharynx, by some writers, mean^ 
that portion of the air passage extending from the lower portion 
of the elevated soft-palate to the larynx ; others stop with the base 
of the tongue, and call all below the base of the tongue down to- 
the top of the trachea, the larynx ; while still others extend the 
pharynx from the basilar process to the larynx. The following 
division of the superior portion of the respiratory tract, extend- 
ing from the basisphenoid to the larynx will prevent this con- 
fusion : 

The space of this tract, bounded above by the basisphenoid, an- 
teriorly by the posterior surface of 'the velum palati and the pos- 
terior nasal openings, and posteriorly by the first and upper half of 
the second cervical vertebra, should be called the pharyngonasa^ 
cavity. The reason why the pharynx should be named first, is be- 
cause this cavity is examined through the pharynx. Inflammation^ 
of this cavity should be called paryngorhinitis. 

The name pharynx should be restricted to that portion of this 
passage that lies below the pharyngonasal cavity and bounded 
below by the larynx, and the name pharyngitis should be restrict* 
ed to this locality. 
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We have the term palatitis, which denotes inflammation of the 
palate, but this does not designate whether the soft or hard palate 
is meant. The term Vblitis Palati is required to designate the 
inflammation of the soft palate. 

It is very common for a writer to say that the right or left 
arytenoid is inflamed, or ulcerated, or, that *'the supra arytenoid 
cartilages are often red in cplor," when he wishes to convey the 
meaning that the mucous membrane covering these cartilages is 
inflamed, etc. It is evident that if a writer was held literally to 
such expressions, he would be made to say that which he did not 
mean. To prevent misunderstanding in such cases, I suggest the 
term Processus Arttbnoides or Arytenoid Processes, meaning 
the projections formed by the arytenoid cartilages, cartilages of 
Santorini, submucous tissues and mucous membrane, and the in- 
flammation of these processes should be known as Arttenoiditis. 



The Indications when Physicians Should Prescribe the Usb 
OF Glasses. By A. D. Williams, M. D., of St. Louis. 

Probably there is no one subject connected with the prophy- 
laxis and preservation of vision, upon which general practitioners, 
especially those remote from cities, are more frequently called 
upon to give an opinion than in regard to the propriety of using 
or not using spectacles ; and I may add that in no one thing do 
they blunder oftener in giving their adviee. Ordinarily, people 
begin to need glasses between the ages of 35 and 45 years, but 
there are a great many young people who, from one cause or an- 
other, fail to see objects distinctly and continuously, especially 
when close to them, as in reading or sewing. Such persons feel 
the need of something to help vision and, on consulting the fam- 
ily physician, they are told that they have disease of the optic 
nerve or of the retina, or some other grave trouble which does 
not exist. Conse(j[uently a knowledge of the flrst symptoms 
pointing to a need of glasses becomes of great importance, and 
fortunately the acquirement thereof does not require a deep 
knowledge of ophthalmic surgery or technics. 

For convenience and simplicity we will divide those who re- 
quire attention in this direction into the hypermetropic or far- 
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sighted, and myopic or near-sighted. In the present paper we 
will deal only with the former class. 

I. Adult Life. — With occasional exceptions far-sighted peo- 
ple see* perfectly in the distance, a fact which proves, when it ex- 
ists, that there is no organic disease of any of the parts essen- 
tial to the act of vision, the retina, optic nerve, etc. A few far- 
sighted persons, however, have eyes so badly out of focus that 
they require glasses for distance. But here again, when we find 
that such glasses make the patient see perfectly, the fact proves 
the absence of organic disease. In this manner all grave affec- 
tions are excluded. 

Persons considerably advanced in years uniformly say, when 
they first begin to need glasses, that they cannot hold out to read 
•or to do fine work, particularly at night, but that for a short time 
they can see as well as they ever did. The eyes soon tire and 
the print mixes and blurs so that they cannot distinguish individ- 
ual letters, but after a few minutes' rest they can again read for a 
short time when again the mixing and blurring supervenes. The 
intervals of ability to read grow shorter and shorter, while the 
period of repose necessarily becomes longer and longer, until fin- 
ally the patient gives up trying to read altogether. Whenever 
this or a similar history is given, we may know for a certainty that 
the individual needs glasses for reading and doing fine work. 

Persons of mature years usually begin with convex glasses 
No. 24. As a rule I rarely order a stronger glass than this to 
•commence with, except in those cases where glasses have been 
needed for years but have not been worn. 

II. — Childhood. There is a very distressing train of symp- 
toms which frequently arises or develops in the early schooldays 
of childhood. We see a child who has hitherto not suffered with 
any trouble in vision, begin, with the very first days of school, to 
complain of its eyes. It seems all at once to have become near- 
sighted. The book is held close to the eyes and distressing and 
persistent headaches set in, the pain being greatly aggravated by 
the slightest attempt to use the eyes. The child is wholly disabled 
And to force it to remain in school is not merely cruel, it is 
wicked. 

But this near-sightedness is only apparent, and not real. Al- 
most invarably such a child is really far-sighted, either born so, 
-or has become so early in life. The trouble here is over-focusing^ 
caused by spasmodic action of the ciliary muscle, which is the 
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focusing power of the eye, and when the latter is suddenly and 
-constantly called upon to do extraordinary work this spasmodic 
miction becomes continuous. So long as the child did nothing but 
play, it did not know that there was anything the matter with its 
vision ; but the attempt to read or study instantly develops the 
latent trouble. In order to overcome the natural far-sightedness 
the ciliary muscles are called into continuous and excessive action, 
and this leads to spasm of the muscle. 

How many children suffer tortures in this way we have no 
means of knowing, but the number must be very large. Mistakes in 
this class of cases are naturally very easily made, but a recital of 
the history of the case reveals the whole truth. The eyes of chil- 
dren naturally near-sighted rarely or never become painful when 
called into use, while those affected with far-sightedness, either 
congenital or developed, invariably do so. 

All kinds of general nervous symptoms may develop in con- 
nection with spasms of the focusing power. In the proper man- 
agement of these cases the skill of the physician shows to its 
best advantage and makes him feel that he has done at least some 
service to suffering childhood. 

The remedy consists in the proper adjustment of glasses, but 
first and foremost there must be absolute rest for the eyes. 
Books must be interdicted and the spasms of the muscles must 
be relaxed by the continuous local use of atropine. 

The children as a rule require quite strong glasses, or from 18 
to 7. When properly adjusted the glasses prevent the return of 
ciliary spasm by en-focusing the eyes and thus removing from 
the muscle the continuous action which was the prime cause of 
trouble. In conclusion I would impress upon the profession the 
the necessity of looking to the eyes of children and young folks 
entrusted to their care, since the consequences of the neglect of 
providing proper glasses for this class of patients are far- more 
serious than the neglect of glasses later on in life. 



The use of Gaseous Enemata in the treatment of phthisis 
has been abandoned in Bellevue Hospital, New York, where they 
were long and persist entl}' tried. 
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£)ospitaI notes* 

ST. LOUIS CITY HOSPITAL. 

H. C. Dalton, M. D., Superintendent. 

XV. — General Tuberculosis ; Alcoholism ; (Edema of the: 
Pi A Mater ; Death ; Autopsy. By Bransford Lewis, M. 
D., Senior Assistant. 

Annie W., aet. 46, American, widow, prostitute, was admitted 
while unconscious. May 6, 1887, at which time there was com- 
plete paralysis of all the voluntary muscles, except the motores- 
oculi. The left arm, hand, foot, anguli oris, and the tongue 
were moving in clonic convulsions, which were rythmical, about 
86 per minute. The right forearm and leg were fixed in a state 
of tonic contraction. The tongue was inclined toward the left. 
At first the jaws were tightly closed, but afterwards they became 
separated, but remained rigid. The patient was unable to swal- 
low. Pupils were of natural size but would not react to light; 
the conjunctivae were sensitive to the touch. The only reflex con- 
traction that could be aroused was that of the integument on the 
lower half of the inner aspect of the right leg. Her temperature 
was 38.1'* C. (100.6" F.), pulse 120, very feeble and small. 
Respiration 48 per minute ; inclined to be labored. Nothing ab- 
normal discovered with heart, liver or spleen ; percussion of lungs 
gave dulness on the right side ; r&les were heard on auscultation, 
most numerous over the lower portion. Patient had a staring ex- 
pression, but perceived nothing that was going on around her. 

Two days later it was noticed that the left pupil was only half 
as large as the right one, and both eyes were turned upward and 
to the left. From friends of the patient it was then learned that 
she had been a constant and heavy drinker of spirits ; that she 
had been well up to the previous two weeks. The symptoms of 
her complaint after that time were not known. She had been un- 
conscious since May 1 (three days before her transfer to the hos- 
pital). On May 6, the right pupil was contracted, while the left 
was dilated — the reverse of the condition existing the day before. 
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The eyes were tben directed upward and to the right. Tempera- 
ture did not go above 38.6" C. (101.5^ F.). 

Autopsy, 12 hours after death, showed a normal (mlvarium- 
with no evidence of injury. Pia mater was excessively oedema- 
4ious, containing a large quantity of serum. The brain substance 
was congested somewhat ; no haemorrhage. There was tubercu- 
lous degeneration of the greater portion of the right lung, with a 
pyramidal shaped, dark colored, foul smelling* infarct-like area in 
its lower margin. Tubercles were distributed through the left 
lung, excepting the upper lobe, but not to such an extent as in 
ithe right one. Both were oedematous posteriorly. The portions 
of the colon and ileum adjacent to the ilio-coecal valve were the seat 
of tuberculous ulcers. The rest of the body was normal. 

XVI. — Contusions of the Kidnet — ^IL£matubia — Peritonitis — 
Recovert. By Bransford Lewis, M. D., Senior Assistant. 

M. H., set. 5, a previously healthy girl, while riding in a car- 
riage April 30, 1887, fell through the door to the ground, being 
struck on the left side by the wheel in the descent. She did not 
become unconscious. 

The left lumbar region, and the left eyelid, were found to be 
bruised and black. She complained of constant and severe pain 
in the left renal and lumbar regions. About four hours after the 
accident she passed her urine, which was scanty and contained a 
considerable amount of blood. Urine, passed about ten times 
during the next 48 hours, was bloody each time ; after that it was 
of natural color, but rather small in quantity. A certain amount 
of peritonitis developed, as evidenced by the extreme tenderness 
and tympanitic condition of the abdomen, rapid and small pulse, 
elevation of temperature (the exact degree could not be ascer- 
tained on account of the objection made by the child), and pros- 
tration of the patient. Restlessness and insomnia were marked 
except when controlled by morphine. Her bowels were locked 
and a very small quantity of nutrition was administered . Stim- 
ulants were used freely. She remained in this condition until the 
night of May 4, when she obtained much needed rest and was 
greatly improved by the following morning. Convalescence 
progressed steadily and rapidly thereafter, and, though the 
mother indiscreetly allowed the patient to walk about within 
.twelve days after receiving the injury, no bad symptoms recurred. 
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Clinical Hcports from private practice. 

Incised Wounds of Abdomen and Thorax ; Penetration op 
Cavities; Protrusion op Omentum: Rapid recovery. By 
Waldo Briggs, M; D., of St. Louis. 

On the 25th of June, last, I was called by Dr. A. B. Shaw, to 
see a negro man who had been injured in a fight. On examining 
we found a severe but superficial incised wound on the fore-arm, 
another quite as wide and deep over the scapula, and a third, 
somewhat lower down, penetrating the thoracic cavity, through 
which the air bubbled at each respiration. The wounds were 
made with an ordinary pocket knife with a large blade, and the 
last mentioned, that into the thoracic cavity, was a combination 
of stab and cut. While preparing to dress these wounds the 
negro, who was a powerful man of about forty years of age, com- 
plained of a pain in the left abdominal region and on examination 
we found that he had received a stab in the lumbar region through 
which the omentum protruded for quite a foot or more. 

The man was evidently desperately hurt and we had but little 
idea that he could recover. However, after enlarging the abdom- 
inal wound and carefully cleansing the omentum, the latter was re- 
placed and the wound closed. A drainage tube was inserted into 
the wound in the thorax, and a dose of morphine given to alleviate 
pain. 

On the second day th^ temperature was 103J®and pulse 120, 
these figures being maintained on the third day. On the fourth 
they began to recede and soon became normal. Yesterday (July 
7th), the patient walked into my office well. 

The case is remarkable chiefly as an illustration of the recu- 
perative powers of nature in the healthy human organism. 



During the recent Jubilee Festivities in England, several 
medical men were knighted, but not one was considered worthy 
of a peerage. 
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Correspondence* 

"THE CODE." 

Hannibal, Mo., July 3, 1887. 
Dear Editors of Journal: 

The Code of Medical Ethics, as framed by the regular profes- 
sion at one of its national meetings, was for the government of 
its members, the establishment of mutual relations between the 
people and the profession, and the protection of the people 
against the nefarious ways of the quacks and irregulars. Soon 
medical societies were organized, adopting this code as a govern- 
ing law which prohibited physicians from advertising themselves- 
as specialists or holding consultation with irregulars under for- 
feiture of all their professional rights and obligations. At this 
time these organizations exist in all towns and have for members 
all regular physicians of good standing. At the same time we 
find in all such towns, but outside these societies, the well known 
quack, the irregular and the specialist so-called, whd are consid- 
ered unworthy to become members or to be in counsel. Now if 
a member of said society should be drawn into professional inter- 
course with any of these quacks and irregulars and such a course 
becomes known to the officers of the society, he is cited to appear 
and charges are preferred at the next meeting and such punish- 
ment inflicted as the society by vote deems proper — which is gen- 
erally expulsion, either temporary or permanent. Now we regard 
this course as proper and right, but if I am not greatly mistaken 
I have known members of these same societies to have gone into 
the country ten or fifteen miles and have met in counsel irregulars, 
eclectics and homoeopaths, and have rendered them such assist- 
ance as was necessary, and I have j'^et to learn of complaint 
against them in the society or otherwise. I am greatly afraid 
such a charge would implicate some of our Hannibal physicians. 
To such an indictment many may be compelled , to plead guilty. 
Now gentlemen if you ignore the *'code," either in country or 
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town, you lower the dignity of your profession, observe its pro- 
visions in both country and town and you elevate and dignify 
your professional standing. 

It is surely as unprofessional to associate and fellowship with 
country quacks and irregulars as it is to do the same thing with 
city quacks and irregulars. Yours Respectfully, 

t Regular. 

HYDRONAPHTHOL. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal: 

Your editorial on Naphthol in the Skin Department of your 
Journal for July, is indeed a surprise to me, and to many others, 
who are just beginning to learn the value of hydronaphthol in the 
treatment of skin and rectal diseases, as an internal remedy and 
as an antiseptic and disinfectant. Its entire freedom from odor, 
caustic, or poisonous properties and other characteristics peculiar 
to carbolic acid and phenols in general, recommend it as the most 
valuable and unobjectionable coal-tar product yet offered to the 
profession. The failures charged to hydronaphthol can be traced 
in every instance to the employment of beta-naphthol, a pois- 
onous compound resembling the hydro somewhat in physical ap- 
pearance but entirely different in chemical composition and ther- 
apeutic action. 

In the treatment of skin diseases, notably eczema, scabies, 
pruritus, and alopecia, I have found hydronaphthol superior to 
any remedy heretofore employed. In these scalp troubles I use 
it in the form of an ointment made in the proportion of ten grains 
to the ounce of fresh or benzoated lard. I order these rubbed in- 
to the scalp, which has been cleansed with a slightly alkaline 
water, every other night previous to retiring, the strength of the 
ointment being gradually reduced as the case progresses toward 
a cure. The ointment is soothing and agreeable to the patient, 
promptly allays pain and itching and imparts to the scalp a soft 
velvety feeling. Applied to other parts of the body it is equally 
pleasant and efficient. I employ the same ointment with great 
satisfaction in the treatment of haemorrhoids, fissure and other 
rectal troubles. Mixed with an equal bulk of mercurial ointment 
and thoroughly, rubbed into enlarged inguinal glands it greatly 
facilitates their absorption. 

As an antiseptic and disinfectant volumes may be written of 
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liydronaphthol. In the wards of St. Mary's Hospital, Brooklyn, 
the surgeons in charge are using it to the almost entire exclusion 
of all other antiseptics and disinfectants. Dr. Fowler, one of the 
leading surgeons there, reports its employment with perfect satis- 
faction in many laparotomies, one instance complicated with ex- 
4:ra-uterine pregnancy of seven months, when pus was spilled into 
the peritoneal cavity in large quantity. It iB also employed in 
that institution, as well as in a large number in this city, for the 
preservation of anatomical specimens. This it accomplishes 
without shrinkage, change of color or decay, thus suggesting its 
€mployment for the preservation of meats, fruits, milk, cider ^ 
beer, etc., in domestic economy. 

As an internal remedy hydronaphthol has been used with 
^reat satisfaction in the treatment of flatulency, dyspepsia and 
•cancer of the stomach, while Dr. A. F. Pattie, of Boston, has 
found it almost a specific in sub-acute rheumatism. He adminis- 
•tered it in doses of ten grains per ore three times a day after 
meals with no bad effects. 

With the foregoing facts, so authoritic and undeniable, staring 

us in the face I am at a loss to understand why you bee fit to 

condemn, in the columns of one of America's leading medicala 

such a valuable therapeutic agent as hydronaphthol. 

Very Truly 

Ferdinand King, M. D. 
New York, July 8th, 1887. 

[In answer to Dr. King, I will state that &efa-naphthol was the 
particular preparation! alluded to and probably should have been 
more specific in designating it. Dr. Chas. W. Allen in his article 
on Naphthols, to which I made reference, stated that his exper- 
ience was almost entirely confined to beta-naphthol. I have no 
doubt that Dr. King is correct in what he states concerning the 
value of hydronaphthol. Not having had sufficient experience 
with it as yet I would not venture to express an opinion. As to 
beta-naphthol, however, I am certain that he will agree with us. 

O-D 



Dr. S. T. Annstronjg;, formerly of this city and for a number 
0f years stationed at the Memphis Marine Hospital, has been or- 
dered to the Marine Hospital at New York. This is a well merit* 
ed recognition of Dr. Armstrong's services both to the service 
and to medicine. 
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THE VINDICATION OF DR. DUDLEY S. REYNOLDS. 

In the July number of the Journal we made a brief reference 
to a violent personal attack made against Dr. Dudley S. Rey- 
nolds of Louisville, Ky., by Dr. Briggs, of Dallas, Texas, and at 
the same time we expressed our hppe an/ft belief that Dr. Rey- 
nolds would promptly vindicate himself against the charges 
brought by Dr. Briggs. This he no doubt would have done, well 
and promptly, kut for the fact that all personal action in the prem- 
ises on his part was forestalled and rendered unnecessary by the 
spontaneous and graceful tribute paid him by the Kentucky State 
Medical Association, which met a few days subsequently to the 
issuance of Dr. Briggs' pamphlet. This association, composed of 
representative medical men from all parts of the state, many of 
them life-long friends of the assailed, unanimously passed and 
put upon record a vote of confidence in and respect for Dr. Rey- 
nolds. 

Following close upon this action of the Kentucky State Asso- 
ciation comes that of the Mississippi Valley Association, which 
met at Crab Orchard Springs a few days later. In this the vindi- 
cation of Dr. Reynolds took a form which must have been, of all 
others, the most grateful to him ", for without a dissenting voice 
he was elected its president for the ensuing year. 
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Under these circumstances Dr. Reynolds can well afford not 
simply to ignore the attack of his assailant but to feel grateful 
for an assault which gave him so good an opportunity of learn- 
ing the high esteem, love and honor in which he is held by his pro- 
fessional brethren not only of his own state but of the entire 
Mississippi Valley. 



THE ENGLISH COMMITTEE'S REPORT ON PASTEUR'S 

METHOD. 

In April, 1886, the English Local Government Board appointed 
a committee, consisting of Sir James Paget, Dr. T. Lauder-Brun- 
ton, Dr. George Fleming (V. S.), Sir Joseph Lister, Dr. Richard 
Quain, Dr. Henry E. Roscoe, Dr. Burdon Sanderson and Mr. 
Victor Horsly, to enquire into Pasteur's system ef inoculation 
for the prevention and cure of rabies. 

These men, whose names are known to every reader of medi- 
cal literature in the whole world, and are a guarantee, not only 
of the honesty, but of the thoroughness and scientific depth of 
their research, went immediately to work upon the task alotted 
to ^hem. They visited Paris several times during the course of 
their investigations, and not only made themselves acquainted 
with Pasteur's methods as pursued in his laboratory, but insti- 
tuted a most comprehensive series of experiments at home, in 
England, for the purpose of testing every step and point in the 
work of the French scientist. Afjber fourteen months of incess- 
ant work they finally (on the 27th of June) made a report to 
Parliament, probably the most comprehensive and thorough docu- 
ment of the sort ever emanating from a civil committee. It has 
not yet appeared in full, being too voluminous to be issued in 
other than book form, but in the Lancet for July 2nd, we find a 
number of abstracts therefrom, giving the general gist of the 
concli^sions arrived at. 

These are, without exception, favorable to the claims of M. 
Pasteur, — a verdict in his favor, remarks the Lancet, in its com- 
ments upon the report, so clear and strong that the Home Gov- 
ernment will be in duty bound to take action on the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee. ' 

This report, emanating from men of such high repute and of 
such varied scientific acquirements, is the strongest endorsement 
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that M. Pasteur has yet received, not excepting that of the 
Academic des Sciences, and cannot fail to exert a profound in- 
fluence in his favor upon all thinking men the world over. 

For all this, we must bear in mind that the great problem is 
not yet entirely solved. Indeed, M. Pasteur has never claimed 
that it was, but on the contrary has all along declared the matter 
to be yet in its experimental stage. No one has uttered more 
cautions to the over-sanguine than he. We must regard it as a 
step— a great stride, toward the removal of the opprobrium medi- 
cince, the utter failure hitherto of all prophylactic or remedial 
treatment of rabies, and we must await with patience the com- 
pletion of the great work so auspiciously begun. 

WHAT CONSTITUTES LITERARY PIRACY. 

In the last number of the Journal we published a letter from 
Dr. Thos. M. Dolan, editor of the Provincial Medical Journal, 
of Leicester, England, with the above caption, and in answer 
thereto we gave the rujes which had guided the editors of the 
Journal in similar cases to the one detailed by him. Previously 
to this, however, upon a partial statement of the matter in con- 
troversy between Dr. Dolan and the N. Y. Medical Record, one 
of the editors had written a personal letter endorsing Dr. Dolan' s 
course and stating that we had acted similarly not once but often. 
Dr. Dolan uses this letter in the last number of the Pmvindal 
Journal in his strictures upon the harsh language of the Record. 
As the matter is one of interest][to all who write for the medical 
press, we desire to have our position fully understood. 

Where a paper has been read in public, as before a society or 
convention, and a copy of the same is immediately sent to us for 
publication, by the author, we will publish it (if deemed worthy) 
although we know that the manuscript has been furnished to 
other journals in the same manner. But where a writer sends us 
an article and we publish the same, we should deem it an act of 
bad faith for him to send a transcript thereof to another journal 
to be published therein as an original article written for that pap- 
er. We should not consider the editor of the journal that pub- 
lished the article, however, guilty of '4iterary piracy" in so do- 
ing unless he knew the article had been written for and published 
by Qs, and had solicited the transcript fQr the sole purpose of 
.AToiding a due and proper credit to us. 
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This is our position as concisely as we know how to state it. 
The Record has not been as careful of crediting matter taken 
from our pages as we could wish, and one glaring instance of this 
** appropriating process" was cited by us in the Journal for 
January 1887, p. 33. This does not alter the fact that its posi- 
tion in the controversy with Dr. Dolan is the correct one, though 
we think that the term "literary pirate" was not deserved by Dr. 
Dolan, who seems to have acted openly and with honest but mis- 
taken motives in the case in question. 



WAGNER'S INVERTED SEXUAL INSTINCT. 

To the general public, both in Europe and America, whose 
knowledge of the great German composer of "the music of the 
future*' extends only to his compositions, whose estimates of his 
character are formed from the apotheosization which he received 
from the German press at the time of his death, and whose ideas 
of his face and figure are drawn from the portraits then published^ 
the revelations made by his recently published coiTespondence 
come with a peculiar effect. 

In these letters, which were mostly written from the court of 
the late King of Bavaria, we find this man whose brain conceived 
the grand and magnificent series of operas illustrative of the 
Niebelungen Lied, and who gave a distinctive music to Germany, 
busying Iiimself in designing gorgeous female toilettes for him- 
self to wear in the presence of the monarch with whom he spent 
the greater portion of his latter years. They are, in fact, just 
such letters as a lucky demi-mondaine who has captured and en- 
thralled some doting Croesus might write to her modiste. In them 
the writer enters into all the petty minutise concerning the mater- 
ial, cut and trimming of the various garments which go to make 
up female finery, from the lace chemise and dainty hose to de- 
collete corsages and trailing robes. 

Nor does the resemblance, in the simile cited above, between 
the musician and the demi-mondaine, cease here. The letters show 
that the time of these two men, the music-mad monarch and the 
monarch-mad musician, whether spent in the magnificent solitudes 
of the palaces at Munich or Hohenschwangau, at Beyreuth or 
Tr&unstein, was passed in the dalliance of lovers. 

The naivete with which the details of this state of things, as 
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revealed in Wagaer's letters are published in the, secular press is 
wonderful and w6uld be amusing were the whole thing not so dis- 
gusting to those who see in them not the mere foibles and follies of 
crack-brained royalty and greatness, but the bestialities of invert- 
ed sexual instinct on the parts of both king and musician, 
— Bvlgari ambo. 

To the healthy human mind the phenomena of inverted, per- 
verted and depraved sexual instinct are so revolting that the bare, 
recital of some of the commoner practices is met with incredulity, 
even on the part of physicians. Indeed the true meaning of 
many of these phenomena is scarcely suspected even when some 
wholesale arrest, as was the case in London a few years ago, calls 
the attention of the world to the existence of entire communities 
where they are practiced. The police of London, Paris, Vienna, 
New York, Chicago, St. Louis, in fact of every large city and not a 
few small ones, can point out men and women who live b}^ the 
gratification of these bestialities, and in the great centres of 
population first named there are regular societies and clubs organ- 
ized for this sole purpose. 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

The proprietors desire to thank the subscribers of The Journ- 
al for their past promptness in remitting the amounts due from 
them. There are yet a few who, from some cause or other, have 
neglected sending in their remittances, and to such we would 
say that their subscriptions are over due and a prompt remittance 
is earnestly requested. 



The \Vestern Pennsylvania Medical College concluded 
its first year with a banquet, provided by the Faculty, to the 
Graduates on March 24th, 1887. 

The corps of Professors in the Faculty of the College numbers 
twenty-two, and an equal number of adjunct teachers and assist- 
ants. The number of graduates for this year, is, oddly enough, also 
twenty-two ; the enrollment being sixty. A large proportion of un- 
dergraduates here have entered the Junior Class for the three 
years Graded Coarse provided by the College. 
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Department of ITlicroscopi}. 

CONDUCTED BY 

P'uANK L. James, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

Wants Reversing. — Dr. Manton, Editor of the Microscope, 
has chosen as a motto for the valuable series of articles which he 
is writing for his journal on elementary microscopical techno- 
logy, ''Cleanliness is next to Godliness." I have tried both and 
find that the first mentioned quality is a long way ahead of the 
.second, and a great deal the easiest in practice. Let a man spend 
half a morning in preparing some delicate and beautiful object for 
mounting, and just as he is ready to put on the cover-glass, have 
Sk big 'gob' of St. Louis soot settle right on top of his prepar- 
ation. In the language of St. James the Less, "Where is your 
godliness gone to?*' — glimmering! I've lt)een there, Dr. Manton, 
within the last twenty-four hours, and I want your motto reversed. 
If I have anj' godliness left at all, it is simply because I had so 
much to begin with, and besides, a deep-rooted conviction that 
no language with which I am acquainted can do justice to the 
subject. 

To prevent Evaporation from Watch-Glasses. — A cor- 
respondent says *'I am much troubled in working during the warm 
weather, by the rapidity with which alcohol, water and other 
fluids evaporate from my watch glasses and little dishes. When I 
oover them with pieces of glass the latter soon become opaque 
from the moisture settling on the underside. Besides, evaporation 
goes on almost as fast as before." Cover each watch crystal with 
Another of the same size, inverting the latter so that the edges 
rest on each other, like the valves of a clam. Now spring an in- 
<iia rubber band around the edges and you have a container that 
is air and water tight. I use, in place of watch-glasses, for most 
work, the little porcelain or glass boxes used by the druggists as 
contaitiers for cold cream and tooth-paste. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances the covers fit suflftciently closely to prevent too rapid 
evaporation, but when this is not the case, the object is attained 
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by springing a rubber band over the dividing line between cover 
and box. The band should be a half-inch wide at least and small 
enough to make a tight fit. 

American Society of Microscopists.— -From all present 
indications the Pittsburgh meeting of this society, which con- 
venes Aug. 30th, is destined to be the largest, most enthusiastic- 
and harmonious of all of the series of which it is the tenth. The 
local society — the *'Iron City," is working like a community of 
beavers, and the members individually are interesting themselves 
in a manner that guarantees a reception to the visitors which will 
surpass any that they have yet received— not excepting the- 
Rochester meeting. Prof. Kellicott, of Buffalo, writes us under 
date of July 12th, that he had just returned from a visit to Pitts- 
burgh and found everything in fine shape. We urge all of the^ 
readers of the Journal who take an interest in microscopy, and 
wjio can possibly do so, to make their arrangements to visit Pitts- 
burgh during the meeting. It will adjourn just in time for those 
who desire to do so, to attend the International Medical Congress- 
at Washington. 



CLINICAL MICROSCOPICAL TECHNOLOGY. 

VI. URINARY EXAMINATION— PARASITES AND FUNGL 

§ XVIII, ANIMA.L Parasites. The animal parasites usually 
found in human urine are Ecchinococci, Filaria sanguinis hominis,. 
and Distomum orBUharzia hcemiUobium. The first only is compar- 
atively common in temperate zones, the two latter being entozoa 
of peoples of the tropics. The technology of examinations of 
this sort is not special, and the urine requires no treatment other 
than that described for ordinary sedimentary deposits. It is well 
to remember, however, in the search for evidences of the existence 
of filaria or of distomum that it is not in the urine itself that we 
must expect to find them, but in the blood and fibrin clots whicb 
are their invariable accompaniment. Of course, if the urine be 
allowed to stand for several days these clots will decompose and 
the parasites will fall to the bottom of the container along witb 
the balance of the sediment. 

Among the parasites more rarely found in urines there is an 
infusorian known as the Cercomonas urhiarius, Strongylus gigas* 
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from the kidney, and ascarides from the intestines are also oc- 
casionally found in urine. 

§ XIX. Fungi. Of vegetable parasites there are quite a 
variety found in urine, varying in size and nature from the min- 
utest bacterium up to torulsB so large as to be visible to the un- 
aided eye. Most of these fungi are easily found even without 
staining the urine, but they all readily take up the anilin colors, 
especially eosin. A few minims of the alcoholic or aqueous sol- 
ution of this substance dropped into the settling glass will make 
them plainly visible. It is well to add a few drops of the stand- 
ard solution of osmic acid ( 1 per cent. ) to the urine before add- 
ing the eosin. This instantly kills all bacteria and does it with- 
out distortion. 

A curious and instructive experiment in this direction may be 
made by placing a drop of urine or other fluid containing bacteria 
on a plain glass slide and covering loosely with a thin coverglass. 
Put it on the stage of the microscope and focus until the bacteria 
can be seen in rapid motion. Keeping the eye at the tul^e, bring 
a capillary pipette containing a solution of osmic acid in to con- 
tact with the fluid under the edge of the cover-glass. In an in- 
stant the liquid under observation becomes slightly turbid, but 
only for a moment, — the turbidity being caused by the difference 
in the nature and specific gravity of the fluids. As the liquids- 
mingle however, we see the bacterial motion cease almost instan- 
taneously. The same occurs with infusorians and probably all 
minuter forms of life, whether animal or vegetable. 

§ XX. Pathogenic Bacteria. The various methods of pre- 
paring pathogenic bacteria for examination will be entered into* 
more fully hereafter, under separate and appropriate headings.. 
It is however necessary in this connection to give here the gener- 
al method of treating urine in the preliminary examination for 
bacteria. 

The urine to be examined should be drawn, where possible, di- 
rectly into a bottle which has been sterilized by heat immediately 
prior to its use. For settling tubes I am in a habit of using large 
test-tubes containing from an ounce to one ounce and a half . These- 
are sterilized by boiling water before use and as soon as the urine 
is placed in them the mouth of the tube is stopped with a wad of 
of sterilized cotton which keeps out dust and the bacteria of the- 
surrounding air. 

After the addition of from 8 to 10 minims of the solution of 
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osmic acid to each ounce of urine, the latter should be placed in 
a quiet phi'.'e and allowed to settle. The dead bacteria will fall 
along with the balance of the debris but not quite so rapidly, so 
that after the urine has stood from 12 to 36 hours there will be 
found a cloudy stratum dividing the solid sediment at the bottom 
from the limpid supernatant fluid. This stratum contains the 
greater part of tbe bacteria, except those in the clots and mor- 
phological elements of the sediment. Indeed it owes its cloudi- 
ness largely to their presence. If osmic acid be not obtain- 
able, alcohol may be used instead, but a much larger quantity 
will be required. Heat maj^ also be used for the purpose of kil- 
ling the bacteria. The only objection to alcohol or heat is that 
either will coagulate any albuminous matter that may be in the 
urine and thus produce a flocculent deposit that greatly interferes 
with subsequent examination. To obtain a portion of the stratum 
containing the bacteria for examination, all that is necessary is to 
pass a pipette with a capillary point down through the limpid 
urine aifd well into the cloudy layer, keeping the upper end of 
the tube closed until the point reaches its destination, and again 
closing it before withdrawing the tube. 

§ XXI. Direct Examination. Until within a very few years 
the use of reagents, staining materials, etc., was not deemed nec- 
essary in the clinical examination of the secretions, excreta etc., 
and those who have only recently taken up the study of bacter- 
iology with its complicated formulae and manipulations, do not 
seem to be aware of the great value of and remarkable results 
achieved by direct examinations. The fact is, however, that all of 
the more remarkable results embodied in the labors of Tyndall, 
Huxley and Pasteur were obtained in this manner. Of course the 
rigorous exactness of the later methods cannot be hoped for, but 
the differentiation of baccilli, bacteria, streptococci, spirilli, vibri- 
•ons, etc., may thus be made with tolerable exactness. While the 
more minute of the forms may escape notice in direct examina- 
tion, the cause does not lie in their minuteness, but as remarked 
by Koch, in the feebleness of their refractive index and in the 
so-called Brownian movement of the particles. Lines of far 
greater minuteness, on the frustules of diatoms, for instance, are 
resolved with ease (See Koch's Verfahren zur Untersuchuiig^ etc., 
-der Bacterien in Kohn's Beitrdge zur Biologie der Pflanzen, Vol. 
II, p. 399.) 
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Department of Perinatology ani) (Benito^Urinary 
?^ Diseases. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

Prurigo. — A rather long paper on prurigo, by Dr. Tom. 
Robinson, of London, has appeared in two consecutive numbers 
of the Journal of Cutaneous and Genito-Urinary Diseases. He 
sums up his observations in the following postulates: 1. There 
is not such a disease as prurigo'^ 2. All cases of itching skins 
have a recognized and discoverable cause ; 3. All the group of 
sj'mptoras known as prurigo is the result of scratching, and con- 
stitute simply symptoms ; 4. All scratched skins which have 
advanced to an elephantoid state, and which have set up enlarge- 
^ ment of lymphatic glands, are beyond the reach of remedies or 

hope ; 5. The pruriginous skin of children has its origin in de- 
veloping hair follicles, which progresses from birth to puberty, 
when it stops; 6. Excessive itching does not occur in those 
situations where the hair grows luxuriantly ; 7. What is known 
as winter prurigo is due to imprisoned hair; 8. An irritable 
state of the skin is always associated with an irritable state of 
the mucous and synovial membranes. The experience which is 
given in the paper would hardly justify these postulates, some of 
which, to say the least, appear somewhat remarkable. It must 
be borne in mind, however, that the term prurigo has been ap- 
plied to such different conditions by the English that it is buried 
in inextricable confusion. Prurigo, as generally understood in 
this country, is a disease — ^the prurigo of Hebra, and pruritus is 
merely the name of a symptom which is observed in many cuta- 
neous affections. 

Electrolysis in the Permanent Removal of Superfluous 
Hair. — In a very valuable article on this subject by Dr. J. N. 
Bloom (American Practitioner and News), the details and meth- 
ods to be employed are given in a clear and lucid manner. - The 
following points are especially worthy of note : A current of' a 
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strength greater than seven to ten milliamperes causes so much 
pain that it is practically unendurable ; and, if the needle is in- 
serted so as to reach the bottom of the hair follicle, or so as ta 
be sufficiently near the hair papillae, a current of a strength of 
three milliamperes suffices for the destruction of the coarsest 
hair. It is rarely necessary to use a current stronger than from 
one to two milliamperes. From twenty to thirty seconds will 
usually suffice to accomplish the purpose intended. By this^ 
measurement better results will be obtained, the author claiming 
that not fifteen per cent, of the hairs so treated will return. He 
extracts the hair after withdrawing the needle, instead of allow- 
ing it to fall out of itself. He bases his action purely upon 
experience, the difference in the traction required being a guide 
as to the destruction of the papilla. There is no doubt that this 
position is coiTect, but it requires some little experience to 
acquire the delicacy of touch necessary to form a correct esti- 
mate of the condition of the papilla. 

Skin Diseases Due to Rental Emotions. — ^The manner 
in which skin diseases may be produced by mental emotions, 
says Prof. H. Leloir (Annales de Vermatologie et de Syphilt- 
graphie)^ is by determining vaso-motor disturbances, by troub- 
ling the action of the secretory glands, or by bringing about 
temporary cutaneous neuroses. Whilst these troubles are but 
passing in the subject who *is not predisposed, they become per- 
sistent, intense and sometimes permanent in those who are pre- 
disposed. The following are some. of the troubles of the skia 
observed by the author : anaemia of the skin, erythema, urticaria, 
purpura urticans, eczema, psoriasis, herpes, pemphigus, vitiligo, 
alopecia areata, etc. These eruptions appear rapidly, are su- 
perficially seated in the skin, are accompanied by marked subjec- 
tive symptoms, last but a short time and are most often seen ia 
women. The predisposing factors are a nervous and impression- 
able state and predisposition to diseases of the skin. As the 
cause is some functional disturbance of the nervous system, it i& 
to this that the treatment is to be mainly directed. Nerve seda- 
tives are probably most often indicated, together with soothing^ 
and prbtective external applications. 

Leprosy of the Bible. — In an essay upon the Venereal 
Diseases among the Hebrews during the Biblical Period, Dr. P. 
Hamonic (Annales de Dermat. et de Syph,J, takes up the subject 
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of leprosy, as many have done before him. He concludes, as 
others have that the t'irm leprosy as used in the Bible is a very 
vague one, and refers to a number of diseases, some of which are of 
a non-malignant and others of a malignant character. He regards 
elephantiasis Arabum as one of the diseases ; another, psoriasis ; 
others tinea tonsurans, sycosis, tinea circinata, etc. The descrip- 
tions given, however, do not seem to justify the opinion that 
syphilis was meant. That syphilis Existed and was pretty well 
known is shown by internal evidence which goes to prove that 
David and Bath Sheba, the daughters of Moab, etc., were thus 
affected. In fact, it was so well known, that Moses ordered the 
death of every man who had cohabited with a Moabite. This 
was to exterminate the epidemic of syphilis which was so severe 
as to cause the deaths of large numbers of the Israelites. 

Extra-Genital Chancres. — ^The primary lesion of syphilis, 
as is well known, is frequently extra-genital and non-venereal in 
origin. Dr. J. Magoniner details two interesting cases in the 
Monatshefte fur Praktiache Dermatologie. In the first, a chancre 
occurred upon the upper lip of a girl of 21 years. The submax- 
illary ganglia were enlarged, but so were the cervical, the patient 
stating that she was scrofulous ; inguinal ganglia, normal. Some 
time afterwards the eruption manifested itself and yielded 
promptly to treatment. The point of interest in this case lay in the 
fact that at no time was there the characteristic induration of the 
chancre to be felt. This symptom was completely absent. In the 
second case observed,the problem presented itself to find the initial 
lesion in a case of syphilis which was just manifesting itself in a 
married man of 49 years. It was finally determined upon the 
gum and careful inquiry elicited the fact that it was acquired by 
4ising a fellow workman's blowpipe, the patient remembering 
distinctly that he wounded his gum at the time. The syphilis 
which followed was stubborn in character and yielded to treat- 
ment only with difi^culty. 

Chronic Gonorrhoea.— The pathology and therapeusis of 
chronic gonorrhoea, is the subject of an exhaustive paper by Drs. 
Oberlander and Neelsen in the Viertdjahresschrift fur Dermatol- 
t>gie und Syphilis. Hie examinations of the urethra were all made 
with an electrical endoscope, and the observations are carefully 
^ven in detail. We are given the following conditions, among 
others : hypertrophic mucous urethritis, catarrhal mucous ureth- 
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ritis, urethritis granulosa falciforiuis, urethritis glandularis cir- 
cumscripta, urethritis glandularis proliferans, urethritis glandu- 
laris hype.trophica, urethritis glandularis stringens, urethritis 
foUicularis sicca, and urethritis follicularis stringens. In regard 
to the infective power of all these forms nothing very definite ia 
said. Whilst many cases do not infect, it is held that no guar- 
antee should be given, more especially if a thorough microscopi- 
cal examination of the secretion and of the contents of mucous 
crypts has not been made. 

Syphilis of the Nervous System. — When syphilis attacks 
the nervous system it becomes dangerous to the individual in a 
high degree. Not only is this true on account of possible de- 
structive lesions, but for the reason that it is difficult to recognize 
because in such cases there are generally no external manifesta- 
tions pointing to its presence. Dr. Landon Carter Gray states 
(Medical News) that there are certain groups of symptoms which 
may be regarded as indicative of syphilitic infection, and which 
are as follows : 1. Quasi-periodical cephalalagia of a peculiar kind. 
2. Hemiplegia under forty years of age, with or without preced- 
ing cephalagia of the aforesaid type. 3. Cephalagia followed 
by hemiplegia, which bear a singular relationship to one another 
in that the cephalalagia ceases immediately upon the supervention , 
of the hemiplegia, and does not recur. 4. Convulsions in the 
adult, which have not been preceded by convulsions in infancy, 
and are not of traumatic or nephritic origin, or due to pregnancy, 
or in an individual subject to migraine. 5. Symptoms indicative 
of a lesion at the base of the brain. 6. A comatose condition 
extending over days or weeks, not traumatic, meningitic, diabetic, 
nephritic or from typhoid fever. 7. Tabes dorsalis. 8. General 
paresis. 9. Spinal lesions in a subject who has had intra-cranial 
syphilis. 

In regard^ to prognosis, the symptoms of good omen are : 
nei'vous syphilis in its early stage; lesions at the base of the 
brain; spinal lesions without preceding intra-cranial specific 
disease ; peripheral lesions. Of uncertain omen are : long stand- 
ing nervous syphilis; syphilitic insanities; spinal lesions with 
preceding intra-cranial specific disease; convulsions; comatose 
conditions; hemiplegia. Of bad omen are: tabes dorsalis; 
general paresis ; nervous syphilis in persons whose general health 
is bad; relapses in spite of anti-specific treatment; nervous 
syphilis in persons who bear the iodides badly. 



-i 



;>--^ 



1887.] Short Talks. 107 

SHORT TALKS ON DERMATOLOGY. 

Under the above caption the Editor of this Department proposes^ 
in each number of the Journal, to give a short practical synopsis of 
the principal points attaching to the diagnosis and treatment of some 
skin disease. No attempt will be made to follow any classification, but 
diseases will be taken up as they suggest themselves. 

XXII. Zona. 

Zona, commonly designated as ^ ^shingles" or better known as 
Herpes Zoster, is given as one of the classic examples of a skin 
disease of neurotic origin. It is acute in character and vesicular 
in form. It may or may not be preceded by prodromoi of more 
or less severity. These may consist of malaise, fever, neuralgia, 
etc., and may last but a few hours or even days and weeks. The 
neuralgic pain is marked, and localized. When the eruption 
makes its appearance it is first as a reddening of the skin soon 
followed by groups of small papules which, in a few days, are 
changed into vesicles. The change m^y take place in a few hours. 
These vesicles vary in size from a pin head to a split pea and the 
groups consist of from six to ten closely aggregated and sur- 
rounded by a marked, red areola. Frequently they coalesce 
forming bullae of considerable size. Successive crops keep on 
appearing and, during this time, certain changes take place. 
The vesicles become more opaque in appearance, their contenfs. 
becoming purulent. In from nine to ten days they have dried up 
and crusts have formed which drop off, leaving the skin slightly 
pigmented. 

The distribution of these groups of vesicles is a noteworthy 
feature of zoster. They are always situated along the course of 
some cutaneous nerve and this is the reason that zona is so rarely 
bilateral. The successive crops which appear for a number of 
days also point to the nervous origin as well as the subjective 
symptoms which consist of a burning, neuralgic, itching sensation. 
At times there is anaesthesia dolorosa and «yen motor paralyses 
have been observed. 

During the first week the disease is at its height, after which it 
slowly diminishes in intensity. The vesicles have no tendency to 
burst, but are frequently scratched oU by the patient. The 
number of groups varies considerably from a very few to an in- 
volvement of the entire skin. The neuralgia which precedes the 
eruption sometimes disappears when the groups of vesicles make 
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their appearance. In some cases, abortive in character, the 
papules never change into vesicles. 

The varieties of zona are determined according to the locality 
in which the eruptioi^ manifests itself and are made more for the 
purpose of simplifying description than for any other purpose. 
Thus, we have zoster pectoralis, zoster lumbalis, zoster facialis, 
etc. 

Zona may occur at any age. It attacks both sexes indiffer- 
ently and is said to occur but once in a life time. It is seen more 
often in winter than during the warm seasons. Its causes are not 
well-known. It is supposed to be due to atmospheric changes, 
especially those of a sudden character; to traumatisms, new 
growths, cysts, collections of pus and other conditions which 
either directly injure nerves or which bring about changes in 
nerve tissues by pressure. The internal use of arsenic has pro- 
duced zona, as also other medicines. 

The diagnosis is not difficult. There is probably but one dis- 
ease which simulates it and that is herpes. In herpes we do not 
see the distribution along nerve tracts, nor is there present the 
neuralgia which is so characteristic of zona, as a prodrome. The 
itching which is a marked symptom in herpes is but slight in zona 
in which again there is marked pain. 

In zona there is a psithological condition of the sensitive nervesi^ 
or ganglia whether they be spinal, Gasserian or peripheral. 
Anatomical investigations have shown that the papillsB of the 
skin are enlarged and that there is present an infiltration of cells 
'together with enlarged vessels, in the skin. The nerves also ap- 
pear swollen and present all the conditions found in perineuritis. 

The treatment of zona should be both internal and external. 
Internally the phosphide of zinc seems to have given very good 
results when administered in doses of one-third of a grain four 
times daily. Morphine, bromide]of potassium and other sedatives 
are also employed to alleviate the intense neuralgic pains which 
are so frequently observed. Arsenic is given by some on account 
of its value as a nerve tonic and it can be given in such forms as 
arsenious acid, Fowler's solution or as solution of bromide of 
arsenic. Rest of the invaded parts should be enjoined and the 
patient should not lie on that side which is the seat of the erup- 
tion. 

The local treatment consists simply in protection. This coo- 
fiists in applying soothing powders and cotton and if much local 



1887.] Short Talks. 10» 

pain be present, combining some anodyne with the powder. U/i* 
der no circumstances are the vesicles to be opened as when saeh is 
the case, or where they are accidental^ burst, ulcers are formed 
which must be dressed with antiseptic washes and cotton. To 
soothe the local pain galvanism may be resorted to. 
V If there is paralysis of a motor character as a sequel of zona 

it must be treated accordingly. 

The prognosis of zona is favorable. No second attack is like- 
ly to occur and although motor paralysesi and sensory distur- 
bances are likely to follow, they generally yield to proper treat- 
ment. The disease lasts from three to six weeks, although it may 
extend its period to montlSs. 



Department of Diseases of tlje €i}e an^ €an 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. D. Williams, M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

Treatment of Burns of the Cornea. — ^Nothing is more im- 
portant in the treatment of burns of the cornea than that they 
should be properly attended to while fresh. The "Fourth of July'* 
so prolific of injuries and burns of all sorts, usually furnishes a 
quota of burns of the cornea. I have just seen one and as the 
treatment is in most respects a typical one I will give it. The boy 
— a lad of 12 years, had dropped, a match into a box of loose 
powder, and the resulting flame burned off his hair, brows and 
lashes, and touched the cornea of both eyes. There was no vio- 
lent explosion and consequently there were no powder grains to 
pick out, but the burns while superficial were suflScient to produce 
great irritation of the eyes and surrounding skin, and the pain 
^ was great. I first used a few drops of cocaine solution to relieve 

pain and the better enable me to get the lids open. I then clear- 
ed away all the crusts from the edges of the lids, and the loose 
hairs that had gotten into the eyes. If powder grains had been 
driven into the surface of the cornea (as is usuaUy the case) I 
would have carefully picked these out as far as possible so to do. 
A solution of atropine and cocaine (4 grains of each to the ounce 
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of water) was then ordered, with directions to drop a few minims 
into the eyes every two hours. The eyes were not tied up or 
bandaged (for reasons hitherto given in this department) but the 
patient was told that if the light were unpleasant or painful, they 
should be properly shaded. This was all, and the patient has 
gotten along very nicely, making a good recovery. The object of 
all treatment in burns of the cornea is to allay pain and irritation 
as much as possible while nature , heals the injury. No known 
method of treatment will prevent the burned tissues from slough- 
^ng away. All irritants must be excluded as harmful. In the 
combination of atropine and cacaine indicated above,^ we have the 
best possible application for all kinds of burns of the cornea. , 
The cocaine kills the pain while the atropine, by its direct and al- 
most specific action on the cornea, prevents inflammation and as- 
sists nature in the healing process. Both are powerful anodynes 
and their combination gives us a most admirable treatment for 
this class of injuries. 

« 

The Effect of Pilocarpin on the Eye in the normal and in 
the pathological states, was the title of a paper read by M. Darier 
at the stance of May 5th, 1887, of the French Ophthalmological 
Society. He said that in toxic amblyopias the effect of pilocar- 
pin was very well marked, while in atrophy of the papillae it was 
almost nil. Its efficacy in the former conditions is due entirely 
to its property of eliminating large quantities of fluids. It is al- 
so an energetic excitant of the retina. In the discussion which 
followed the paper, M. Coppez stated that in three cases under 
his care the interne at the hospital had injected by mistake two 
centigrams (0.3 grain) of atropine. The patients were saved, 
but the hypodermic injection of thirty centigrams (4.62 grains) 
of pilocarpin did not neutralize the effects of the atropine. M. 
Poncet, considered pilocarpin as a very dangerous remedy when 
albuminuria existed. 

Lanolin in Ophthalmic Practice. — At a recent meeting of 
the French Society of Ophthalomology M. Abadie said that he 
placed the discovery of lanolin along side of that of cocaine in 
ophthalmic medication. This substance, he adds, possesses two 
cardinal virtues, — it does not rancidify and it is very easily 
absorbed. In a case of tuberculosis of the iris the applicatipn of 
a pomade consisting of 10 parts of lanolin and 5 parts of iodoform 
had caused great and immediate improvement and gave hopes of 
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41 complete care. In those affections of the choroid requiring 
mercurials the use of lanolin as a base, permitted of an almost 
•direct application of the medicament to the interior of the eye, 
so rapid and energetic is the absorption. 

Danger in Free Use of Galvano-Cautery on Hypertro- 
phied Turbinated Bones. — The turbinated processes are often 
greatly hypertrophied, so much so that they permanently block 
up the nose and prevent easy breathing. This condition is very 
common ; in fact, it is the primary condition, which is strongly in- 
clined to eventuate in permanent atrophy of the turbinated pro- 
cesses and the ultimate absorption of the turbinated bones. 
Hypertrophied turbinated bones can be easily diagnosed by 

« 

simply inspecting the interior of the nose. The treatment must 
be surgical. The galvano-cautery is the means usually employed 
'BOW to reduce the swellings and it is certainly the proper thing to 
use. I wish to say, however, that its excessive use is dangerous. 
It must not be forgotton that great hypertrophy is likely to be 
followed by extreme atrophy, naturally. If the hypertrophied 
parts are imprudently burned away, the unfortunate and abso- 
lutely incurable condition of extreme atrophy will be at once 
brought about by improper treatment. Whatever be the caustic 
application resorted to it should be carefully and guardedly made, 
so as to cauterize the swollen parts very superficially and not 
deeply through the entire masses. The objeot should be' to cause 
only sufficient contraction to allow easy breathing through the 
nostrils. Considerable time should be allowed after each appli- 
>cation so as to see what effect has been obtained. There is no 
-doubt but that the turbinated processes and bones have been 
greatly abused these latter years. Before the galvano-cautery 
came into use for this purpose, I was in the habit of cauterizing 
the hypertrophied turbinated processes with pure chromic acid. 
This is a good remedy, but, like the galvano-cautery, it must be 
used cautiously. The object must be to cauterize sufficiently to 
permit easy breathing ; but be especially careful to avoid actual 
destruction of the parts and thus produce at once that incurable 
•condition of extreme atrophy. 
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iHcbical Progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. • 

Calomel and Opium in Dysentery. — ^Dr. W. F. Hyer, of 
Holly Springs, Miss., in an article in the Mississippi Valley Med- 
ical Monthly on the treatment of dysentery in its earlier stages- 
says: '* When called to a case of dysentery in the early stage 
try: R Calomel, gr. x; opium, gr. iv; ipecac, gr. i. M. Di- 
vide into four doses. Sig. — One every three hours. Twelve 
hours after the last dose, provided the medicine has not acted,, 
give: Bl 01. ricini, Ji; tr. opii., gtt. x. M. or: g^ Sal. 
Rochelle, ji; tr. opii., gtt. x. M. As soon as the bowels have 
moved twice, either from the primary or secondary medication,, 
place the patientron the following : R. Pulv. opii.,pulv. camphorae, 
aa gr., x. M. Make ten pills or capsules. Sig. — One from two 
to ten hours apart, or sufficient to keep the patient entirely quiet 
and free from pain or abdominal uneasiness." 

Dispensing Anemdne Pulsatilla. — The tinctures and alco- 
holic extracts of leaves and roots, says M. Vigier (in the Gazette 
Hehdom, de M4d, et Chirurg.), as a general thing do not make 
nice pharmaceutical products. The anemones, which lose their 
properties by dessication are an exception to this rule, and it is 
therefore necessary to prepare the tinctures and extracts of the 
same from the bruised fresh roots. Thus prepared they will last 
indefinitely and it should be borne in mind that the dose required 
is much smaller than when the leaves alone are used. As the prep- 
aration has a nauseous taste a S3nrup should be added as a cor- 
rigerant. The following formula answers admirably : 

g.. Tr. of Anemone root Ji 

Syrup of Orange flowers Jv 

Dose, one tablespoonful from two to four times daily, in 
water. 

Treatment of Ophthalmic Neuralgia. — ^The bromide treat- 
ment of cases of this sort, instituted by M. Charcot, ought says. 
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that authority, to be pushed for a long time, constantly and he- 
Toically. It should be kept up because the disease is a rebel- 
lious one ; it should be constant because the slightest temporary 
intermission before a cure is made is sure to result in relapses in 
which the original trouble is intensified, and finally the doses 
should be heroic because small doses are inefficacious and there 
is no danger in large ones. These indications may be met by 
the following course : Give from 30 to 45 grains of bromide 
-every day for the first week ; from 45 grains to a drachm daily 
for the second week ; from a drachm to 75 grains the third week 
and from 75 to 90 grains daily the fourth week. The series should 
then be recommenced and gone over. Keep up the treatment 
until there is no sign of disease remaining. This will usually be 
in from three to four months. 

The Neutral Hydrochlorate of Quinine. — The basic hy- 
''drochlorate of quinine, says M. Cleimont, in a communication to 
the Academic des Sciences, which is employed to such an extent 
in the therapeutics of to-day, presents the great disadvantage of 
requirng twenty-two times its weight of water to perfect its solu- 
tion. The neutral hydrochlorate, on the contrary, is solublejn its 
*own weight of water, but its extemporaneous preparation by the 
addition of hydrochloric acid to the basic salt is attended with 
grave incohveniences in practice. The following is a process for 
its easy preparation : Dissolve in the proper quantity of distilled 
water 548 grains of neutral sulphate of quinine. In another ves- 
sel dissolve in distilled water 208 grains of dry chloride of ba- 
Tium. Mix the two solutions and let stand until the sulphate of 
t)arium is entirely precipitated. The clear fluid is evaporated at 
a heat below 100^ C. (212^ F.), the result being a crop of 
crystals of neutral hydrochlorate of quinine. A solution of this 
salt has a bitter but not acrid or caustic taste, and it is especially 
recommended for hypodermic use, although equally valuable for 
inunctions or internal administration. 

Kellin — A new bitter Glucoside. — Dr. Hassan Mahmoud, 
of Cairo, Egypt, reports (in the Bulletin Gen, de Therap.J on 
the experiments made by himself and Dr. Ibrahim Moustapha, 
*of the Medical School of Cairo, on the medicinal properties of a 
plant belonging to the umhelliferce and known to the fellaheen of 
the Nile Delta, where it grows most plentifully, as el kellah or amini 
msiiago. Dr. Moustapha has extracted from the entire plant 
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a new glucoside to which he has given the name of kellin^ the for- 
mula of which has not yet been determined with any accuracy. 
Administered in toxic doses to animals, kellin produces the fol- 
lowing effects : copious and repeated vomiting, paralysis of the 
posterior members, slowing of respiration and acceleration and 
disturbance of rythm in the heart beats. According to Dr. Ibra- 
him the plant acts in many respects like opium. Kellin is a pow- -^ 
erf ul astringent, having a bitter taste which is quite persistent. In. 
medicinal doses it soothes pain and produces sleep, besides acting: 
vigorously upon the kidneys and increasing the excretion of 
urea. It has been used in decoctions of the seeds as an astrin- 
gent gargle in stomatitis, mercurial ptyalism, etc. ; as an embro- 
cation in rheumatism and gout ; and in tincture and decoction in- 
ternally in troubles of the kidney, bladder and urinary tract. It. 
seems to have a fine tonic eflect upon the mucous membranes of 
all the vise, and the authors predict an useful future for it. 



PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL NOTES. 



Rabies in the Domestic Chicken. — M. Ferre inoculated a- 
chicken with rabietic virus from a rabbit and then presented the 
fowl to the Anatomical and Physiological Society of Bordeaux. 
Flight soon became impossible, and walking very difficult. When 
the bird attempted to quicken its pace it fell. In fact it dis- 
played all the symptoms of general paresis. Nevertheless, M. 
Ferre thought it would recover. If so, he thought that it would 
open a new channel of investigation in regard to the culture of 
the virus of rabies for purposes of preventive inoculation. 

Influence of Milk Diet on the Elimination of Urea. — 
That an exclusive milk diet, or a diet of which milk forms a 
prominent part, has a profound influence upon the albumen of 
the blood has long been known, although, the exact method ia 
which the modification takes place has not yet been determined. 
A very suggestive hint in this direction, however, is furnished by 
a recent study by M. Chibret on the influence of a milk diet upom 
the amount of urea excreted in the urine. A large number of 
experiments show that an exclusive milk diet increases the amount 
of urea sixti^ per cent.^ while a diet of which jmilk forme,d t|ie 
half, incret^sed it thirty- five per cent. That thia augmentation of 
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urea is not due to any waste of tissue is proven by the fact that 
one of the persons experimented upon gained flesh rapidly during 
the test. 

Penetration of Vegetables by Microbes. — M. Galippe 
has just made a communication to the SocUU de Biologies on a 
subject of considerable interest at the present time to hy^enist^ 
everywhere, viz : do vegetables cultivated in soils manured or 
enriched by materials containing microbes, take up these latter 
in such shape that they may thus enter the animal organism? 
The first series of experiments were made with vegetables from 
the plain of Gennevilliers, which has been irrigated for a long 
time past with sewage, and with similar vegetables from other 
sources. The microscopic examination of these showed that 
while all of them contained bacteria, the numbers of the latter 
seemed to be in direct proportion to the richness in microbial! life 
of the manure which had been used in the cultivation of ciacb 
particular crop. It remains to be decided, however, Whether 
pathogenic microbes may be thus propagated and diffused. 

Influence of Bile on Gastric Digestion. — ^At the. 96wce 
of June 18th, of the Societe de Biol(^e, M. Dastre made a fur- 
ther report of his experiments upon the influence of bile upon 
gastric digestion. Recently, he' said, Riggieri had secured a 
communication between the gall bladder and the stomach, oiak* 
ing a cholecysto-gastric fistula. The conclusions arrived at were 
similar to those reported by the author to the society in 1880; and 
1883, which might be summed up as follows : The introduction 
of bile into the stomach produced no evil effect upon the 
digestive functions of that organ. In the case of a dog, upon 
which a biliary fistula h^d been formed, the introduction of bUle 
into the stomach caused no decrease in weight. Bile has no in- 
fluence upon the fatty matters in the stomach. On this last p'dint. 
the author stated that he reserved the right to recur, as he had not 
yet succeeded to his satisfaction in forming a cholecysto-interfin- 
al fistula. 

Relative Digestibility of Human and Cow's Milk.^-rln 
a series of researches made in his laboratory at Prague, M. Dogi^l,. 
has studied the relative digestibility of human and cow's ^i]^f 
and of casein. He concludes that hum^n miljk is incompai^ably 
more . easily digestible than that of the cow ancj that it \:\8Qa|ly 
yields more than double the amount of peptones. The lowest 



116 Editorial Department. [Aug., 

smount of peptones obtained from breast milk was 79.45 and the 
the highest obtained from the richest cow's milk was 53.11. To 
determine the exact manner in which the digestion of milk is in- 
fluenced by casein the author instituted a series of experiments 
upon the digestibility of casein itself. He found that under ex- 
actly the same conditions of artificial digestion, the casein of 
human milk yielded exactly the same amount of peptones as that 
of cow's milk, a fact which demonstrates that the superior di- 
gestibility of the former does not depend upon its casein but up- 
on other albuminoid substances contained in the milk. 

Movements of the Trunk after Decapitation. — In con- 
tinuation, or rather in complement of the series of experiments 
on the heads of decapitated animals, M. Paul Loyehas found that 
the movements of the posterior limbs of a decapitated trunk are 
sometimes so powerful as to throw the body entirely out of the 
larench into which it was placed before the knife fell. Thirty 
seconds after decapitation all of the limbs are extended and all 
the muscles of the trunk contracted. At this moment the rectum 
endeavors to evacuate its contents. Two minutes after decolla- 
tion the muscles present fibrillary contractions, which are well 
marked, especially in the flanks. How are these movements to 
be explained? Those which immediately follow decapitation are 
due to excitation of the marrow.The balance of the train (extension 
of limbs, contraction of muscles, defecation, etc. ) are probably due 
to asphyxia caused by the enormous haemorrhage. At the moment 
the knife falls the animal make§ a powerful effort at inspiration and 
the heart beats are accelerated. 

Larval State of Nematoid Worms. — At a recent meeting 
of the Academic des Sciences, M. Alexander Laboulbene dis- 
cussed the larval conditions of the nematoid members of the 
ascarides family. He maintains that the development of ascari^ 
lumbrlcoides is direct, which is contrary to the generally accepted 
theory of helminthologists and especially of von Listow, who, 
predicates an encystment in some organ of the myriapods. The 
egg, says Laboulbene, is segmented, and gives issue in the body 
of the host (man or other animal) to an embryo, which very 
quickly reaches first the larval and shortly thereafter the sexual 

. state. The experiments of Grass! demonstrate conclusively that 
when the ripe eggs are swallowed, sexually perfect ascarides will 

;b€5 found in the fs^ces at the expiration, of one month. The eggs 
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of ascarides, passing out with alvine discharges, fall upon the 
ground and are washed in various directions by the rains. Thus 
they are carried into brooks and springs, or possibly upon the 
stems or leaves of salad plants. Water, we may say, is the 
ordinary vehicle laransporting the eggs to the alimentary canal of 
the future host. To the ever-increasing domestic use of filters 
we may confidently ascribe the fact of the constantly decreasing 
irequency of cases of.ascaris lumbricoides in cities. In the 
■country, on the contrary, where unfiltered spring water is used 
■almost entirely, these worms are as prevalent as ever. 

The Septic Vibrion Innocuous to the Dog.—- The septic 
vibrion which, when inoculated on the rabbit or guinea-pig kills 
as surely as strychnine, has absolutely no effect upon the dog, 
iiccording to Charrin and Royer, who have been studying the 
point in the laboratory of M. Bouchard, and have just reported 
the results to the Societe de Biologic. The only effect of the in- 
oculation is a local lesion at the point of injection, and what is 
most curious, the dog which has once been injected with the 
septic vibrion, seems to become absolutely insusceptible of any 
further effects from the vibrion. It would be interesting to 
know whether the microbe, modified by culture through the dog, 
might not be made innocuous to rabbits and guinea-pigs, and 
thus serve for preventive inoculations in these animals. 

M. Chauveau stated, in this connection, that the microbe of 
gangrenous septicaemia, which is rapidly and surely deadly to 
asses, horses and sheep, when the virus is taken directly from a 
:gangrenous pustule, becomes, when the virus is derived from the 
serosity of the pleura, peritonseum, or wherever it (the serosity) 
is found in considerable quantity, an efficacious preservative or 
prophylactic vaccinating medium for animals of the same 
species. Here we have new evidences of the changes in toxic 
fpower brought about by a change of culture medium — a naturieil 
law to which the key was furnished by true vaccination originally 
but which was not elaborated until the genius of Pasteur took 
•up the study. 

Etiology of Diphtheria, and the Agents which dissemi- 
nate it. — In a very valuable paper read before the Academic des 
Sciences by Professor Tessier, of the Faculty of Lyons, the 
author discusses the causes which lead to outbreaks of diphther- 
ia, and of the natural agencies which play a part in the dissemi- 
nation of the disease. His researches on the latter portion of the 
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subject are especially interesting and valuable. They go to show 
that diphtheria is an infectious disease, in the truest and strictest 
sense of the word; a disease of which the germ (bacillus, of 
Comil or Loeffler) transmitted by the dust of the atmosphere, 
enters the living organism and is absorbed by and through the 
respiratory apparatus. The solid but exceedingly minute dust 
arising from depots of rags, straws, etc., the emanations of 
manure heaps, compost beds, etc., are particularly sa^pected of 
playing an important role in spreading the disease, since these 
things constitute excellent culture mediums for the pathogenic 
microbes. But domestic fowls, pigeons and chickens, are per- 
haps the most active agents in its dissemination. Tiiese views 
are in strict accord with those announced by Klebs (at Zurich, in 
1883), who proved by a beautiful series of experiments, that 
diphtheria, almost invariably enters the system through the 
mucous membranes of the respiratory vise, and the germs attach 
themselves to and are transported by the minute particles of sol- 
id matter floating in the agtmosphere. The importance of these 
etiological determinations Ues in the fact that they point to the 
true and only methods of general prophylaxis and indicate in an 
emphatic manner the channels in which the researches of the 
future should be directed. 

The agency next in potency to the atmospheric dust, in the 
dissemination of diphtheritic germs are domestic birds, pigeons 
and barn-yard fowls which themselves contract the disease. The 
transmission of the disease from man to these animals, and vice 
versa is beyond doubt or discussion. They have been established 
by Dethil and Emerich and by the personal experiences of the 
author. In fourteen cases out of twenty-seven the author has- 
found diphtheria springing up apparently spontaneously, in fam- 
ilies living along side of deposits of muck or dung, rags or straw, 
all of which were frequented by pigeons or chickens, and in three 
cases the disease was traced directly to the agency of chickens. 
'^Out of all the cases which are admitted to our hospital (at Lyons,) 
it is a rare thing to find one (where there was no history of path- 
ological contact) which did not originate in< or alongside some 
backyarJ, stable yard or depot of straw, etc., frequented by 
domestic fowls." Finally the author concludes that among the 
causes and conditions most favorable to the spread of the infec- 
tion are sudden colds, and a humid atmosphere, f ac.ts abundantljr 
proven by the graphic charts previously submitted, to the^cademy.. 
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DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDBEN. 

Cocaine in the Coryza of the Newly-born. — Bianchi, m. 
an article on cocaine in the diseases of children, says that a few 
drops of a two per cent, sohition of cocaine introduced into the 
nostrils several times a day will produce great relief in those- 
cases of the coryza which so interferes *with the suckling of the 
newly born. 

Maximum Dosage for Children. — The Archives of Pedid' 
tries condenses from an article by Buttin (in the Journal de MM- 
ecine) the following posological table, which is a good one to re- 
member : 
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Paraldehyde in the Insomnia of Female Complaints. 
. — Dr. Horatio Bigelow, in the course of a very valuable paper 
(in the American Journal of Obstetrics for July) on *'Pain and 
insomnia arising from gynecological causes," says ^^I should be 
guilt}"^ of grave error if I had failed to give more than a passing 
notice to the value of paraldehyde. Cervello writes that it af- 
fects the cerebrum, the spinal cord, and the bulb us, successively 
abolishing the reflexes, causing anaesthesia and sleep. It is exces' 
sively volatile, and should be given in doses from 30 m to 5 h 
immediately upon uncorking the bottle containing it. It should 
be administered in brandy or whiskey. When freshly made and 
administered as I have said, its results are always gratifying, and 
I know of no drug That can fill its place. After a full dose, eight 
hours of peaceful, refreshing, natural sleep will follow. NO' 
nausea, no headache, no lassitude have been noticed as sequelae. ' 
Its odor is permeating, so that it is always well to disguise it in 
alcohol, and it must be administered instantly." 

Summer Diarrhoeas. — In the summer complaint of children 

Dr. Alex. Harkin, states {Provincial Medical Journal) , that the 

following plan of treatment has proven most satisfactory in his- 

. hands: '*In the preliminary stage I enjoin absolute repose in the 
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recumbent position, warmth to the surface and to the extremities, 
total abstention from mothers' and cows' milk, and order when 
available condensed milk, or as an alternative, arrow-root pre- 
pared with water, and the free addition of port wine. It is won- 
derful how large a quantity of wine thus administered an infant 
•of a few months will consume and require. Also beef tea, well 
made and freed from fat ; counter-irritation over the abdomen by 
poultices and sinapisms ; and failing these remedies, a small blis- 
ter over the liver, to remove the congestion of the hepatic system. 
This latter form of counter-irritation will often be found most 
satisfactory and successful. As internal medicine, having long 
since discarded the old-fashioned chalk mixture and astringent 
tinctures, I rely principally upon dilute sulphuric acid, with or 
without tinture of opium. If given alone, it may be administer- 
ed after every liquid motion ; if with laudanum, then only in 
regulated doses at intervals. Of course, if the use of milk be 
presevered with as food, the acid will cause griping and the form- 
ation of hardened acids in the bowels. One additional reason for 
its administration is derived from modern researches, which show 
that the microbe to whose presence so much intestinal trouble is 
now attributed, cannot live in an acid medium, but in an alkaline 
nidus alone." 



SURGERY. 

Treatment of Burns. — ^The number of remedies for the 
treatment of burns is almost innumerable. Everything that 
<50uld lay claim to a sedative or protective character has been 
highly lauded in its turn. Among the latest may be cited Pinus 
Canadensis, and still later seltzer- water which is claimed by Dr. 
Dubois to have a remarkable power of alleviating the pain in ex- 
tensive and superficial burns. The water must be poured slowly 
and uninterruptedly over the wound, the quantity sufficient for 
this purpose being about the contents of a syphon. Whilst there 
may not be any curative power, the cold and carbonic acid are 
active factors in causing the pain to disappear and the advant- 
age of this application is the comparative ease with which it may 
be obtained even in very small towns. 

Base Ball Pitcher's Arm. — A number of modern athletic 
exercises seem to have brought with them ailments peculiar to 
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those engaged in those exercises. Among these are 'Hennis arm," 
''bicyclists' prostate," and "base ball pitchers' arm." Dr. A. 
H. Leuf , himself quite a good amateur pitcher, has given this 
subject considerable attention and in a late number of the MedicaX 
News^ gives quite an amount of interesting information in con- 
nection therewith. Among the symptoms that are apt to devel- 
ope, are : myalgia of varying degrees ; painful and thickening 
ligaments and tendons ; involvement of portions of the bones,, 
especially at the extremities, osteites and hypertrophy taking 
place ; and periostitis. He considers, as the best prophylactic 
treatment, regular exercise and by making it less violent and 
shorter in duration it will do considerable good in mild cases of 
the affection. 

Methyl-Chloroform. — At a late meeting of the Academic 
des Sciences, R. Dubois and L. Boux, reported the results of 
their investigations in regard to the ansesthetic action of methyl- 
chloroform. This substance, whose boiling point is higher than 
that of chloroform, does not possess the penetrating and suffocating 
odor of the latter. It acts rapidly, sleep being produced in five 
or six minutes in the dog and ansesthesia being complete in seven 
or eight minutes. Respiration soon becomes easy and regular, 
maintaining itself in this manner, during the entire narcosis.. 
Complete awakening takes place, without nausea or malaise, one 
or two minutes after ceasing the inhalations. With the except- 
ion of taking a trifle longer to produce anaesthesia, methyl chloro- 
form seems to possess marked advantages over chloroform, at 
least in dogs. 



Society proceebings. 

The Pennsylvania State Medical Society voted $1000 
for the International Congress at its last meeting. 

The American Otological Society held a very successful 
meeting at New London, July 19th, last. A large number of 
valuable papers were read. 
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The American Neurological Association did good work 
.Also at Long Branch, the sessions lasting three da^'S, July 20, 21 
and 22. 

The Medico-Legal Society, of Chicago, elected the fol- 
llowing officers for the ensuing year : President, E. J. Doering, 
M. D. ; First Vice-President, Boerne Bettman, M, D. ; Second 
Vice-President, Erie Winters, Esq. ; Treasurer, L. L. McArthur, 
-M. D. ; and Secretary, Scott Helm, M. D. 

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

This society held its regular annual meeting at Crab Orchard 
Springs, Ky., July 13th, 14th and 15th, 1887, there being a large 
attendance and quite a number of instructive papers, as well as 
marked interest taken in the entire proceedings by those who 
were present. 

On Wednesday, July 13th, at 2 : 30 p. m., the association was 
called to order, and after the usual addresses of welcome the re- 
ports of the treasurer and of the chairman of the Committee of 
Arrangements were read. This being all the business, the read- 
ing and discussion of papers took place. '^ 

Dr, J. E. Link, of Terre Haute, Ind., read the report of a 
-case of Gunshot Wound of the Intestine. This elicited quite an 
animated discussion which lasted until the adjournment of the 
session. 

In the evening Dr. I. N. Love, of St. Louis, president of the 
■ association, read his address, which was well received. 

The morning session of the second day was first occupied by 
the report of the Committee on Constitution and By-laws which 
'had been increased by the addition of Drs. D. S. Reynolds, of 
Louisville, and Ohmann-Dumesnil, of St. Louis. The report was 
read by the chairman. Dr. Wm. Porter, of St. Louis, and adopted 
^s read. The reading of papers being next in order. Dr. Pres- 
ton B. Scott^ of Louisville, read an essay on Chloroform in Ob- 
stetrical Practice. After the discussion of this subject. Dr. H. 
II. Mudd, of St. Louis, read a paper on the Surgery of the Intes- 
tines. This lead to quite a lengthy discussion. Dr. Geo. J. Cook, 
«of Indianapolis, then read his paper on Chronic Constipation. 

Upon re-assembling in the afternoon. Dr. L. S. McMurtry, of 
J)anville, Ky., read his pa|3er on Emmett's Modified Operation 
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for Lacerated Perisenum. After the discussion of this, Dr. Y* 
M. Bond, of St. Louis, read a paper on the Propriety of Remov- 
ing the Ovaries. Dr. A. C. Bemays, of St. Louis, next spoke on 
Pylorectomy and presented specimens. Dr. G. W. McCaskey, of 
Fort Wayne, Ind., read a paper on a New Method of Intra-Pul- 
monary Medication. 

The morning session of the third day terminated the proceed- 
ings of the association. Dr. D. W. Thompson, of Indianapolis, 
Ind. , read a paper on Acute and Suppurative Otitis Media, and 
after the discussion of this subject, the Committee on Nominations 
made its report as follows : 

'' Your Committee on Nominations^ organized by electing Dr. 
Arch. Dixon chairman, After due deliberation, your committee 
would present the following report : For President, Dudley S. 
Reynolds, of Louisville. Your committee* would respectfully 
announce that notwithstanding the personal protestation of Dr. 
Reynolds, they have unanimously made their choice, believing 
the honor to be worthily conferred. For Vice-Presidents, Dr. A. 
Dunlap, Springfield, Ohio ; Dr. Y. H. Bond, St. Louis, Mo. ; Dr. 
A. R. Jenkins, Henderson, Ky. ; Dr. H. C. Fairbrother, East St. 
Louis, 111. ; Dr. D. W. Thompson, Evansville, Ind. 

^^Your committee departed from its usual course in naming 
one of its members for the Vice-Presidency, but they believe the 
association will sanction its course. 

"Permanent Secretary — J. L. Gray, Chicago. 

''Treasurer — ^A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, St. Louis, Mo. 

"Chairman Committee of Arrangements — I. N. Love, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

"Next place of meeting, St. Louis, in September, the time to 

be determined by the Executive Committee." 

Abch.Dixon, Chairman, 

William Porter, 

A. Dunlap, ^ Committee. 

A. M. Owen, 

J. L. Gray. 

This report was unanimously adopted, and after an address 

by the president elect, the reading of papers was resumed. Dr. 

A. W. Johnstone, of Danville, Ky., read a paper on Wounds of 

the Abdomen, after which the association adjourned sine die. 

The American Rhinological Association will meet in 
Washington, D. C, Sept. 1st, 2nd and 2rd. A long list of inter- 
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.«i.g p.p». .a, be 4^. A.»^ «,»«, prc^^d ,. „., .«- 

tion the following : Intra-Nasal Surgery, T. H. Stucky ; Asth- 
matic Tendency, N. R. Gordon ; Nervous Phenomena exhibited) 
in a case of Syphilitic Ulceration of Superior Pharynx, A. G. 
Hobbs ; Deformities of Septum Nasi, A. B. Thrasher ; Method 
and Management of Instrumental Treatment of Diseases of the 
Nose and Throat, and Relations of Rhinal to Diseases to the 
Brain, Thos. P. Rumbold ; Importance of Nasal Disease, P. W. 
Logan ; Pathology and Treatment of Chronic Naso-Pharyugeal 
Catarrh, Jno. North ; New Method of Removing Polypus of the 
Nose, C. H. Von Klein ; The Unrecognized Disease, H. Jerard ; 
Repair of Membrana Tympani, also Internal Ear Deafness due to 
Naso-Pharyngeal Catarrh, J. G. Carpenter ; Relation of Diseases^ 
of tbe Nasal and Pharyngo-Nasal cavities to Diseases of the Nas- 
al Septum, J. A. Stucky ; Reports of cases by members and pa- 
pers by candidates for membership. A large meeting is promised* 
The profession is cordially invited. 



3ook Hemcms* 

Treatment by Massage and Methodical Muscle Exer- 
cise. By Joseph Sohbeiber, M. D. ; translated by Walter 
Mendelson, M. D. 8vo. pp. 285. [Philadelphia: Lea Bros* 
& Co., 1887. Illustrated, Price $2.75. 

Perhaps from no modem innovation in hygiene and thera- 
peutics have better and more remarkable results been obtained 
than through massage and muscle movement ; and we may add, 
in no department of medicine has quackery and charlatanism en- 
joyed a greater field or been more rampant. In every city and 
town, in every summer resort and watering place by mountain or 
sea, in every great hotel in the land, in every Turkish bath — in 
fact everywhere that the people, especially invalids, congregate^ 
men and women, ignorant alike of the first principles of the art 
which they profess, have set themselves up as masseurs or mas- 
senses^ and they all seem to thrive. The profession of masseuse has 
been adopted by a class of wOmen, perhaps the most infamous 
in all the ** soiled dove" family, and their doings have made 
massage almost a byword of reproach in great cities. 
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It was therefore high time that some master of the real art of 
xaassage and muscle movement should come to the rescue witb 
a manual setting forth the methods of practice and the diseases 
to which they are applicable. We think that the work before us 
fillB the requirements of the case. It is by an eminent and well 
^nown advocate of the art of mechano-therapy, whose views, 
while m accordance with those of Rosbach, Busch, Reibmeier, 
Samuely and others who have written upon the subject, yet man- 
fge to present it in a new and different and we may add, more prac- 
tical light than any of his predecessors in this line of literature. 
The book is in every respect a timely and admirable one, and the 
translator, Dr. Mendelson of New York, has rendered a service 
to American physicians in putting it into English. It ought to 
be carefully read by every practitioner . and especially by those 
wlio are in charge of the health of schools and public institu- 
tions. 

Stricture of the Urethra, its Diagnosis and Treatment facili- 
tated by the Use of new and improved Instruments. By £. 
Distin-Maddick, F. R. C. S. (Edin.). 8 vo. pp. 156. [Lon- 
don : Balli^re, Tindall & Cot, 1887. 

Adopting as a maxim, or proven fact that inflammation in the 
urethra is the cause of stricture in that canal, and further postu- 
laiting that if the source of supplies of a besieged army be cut 
off, the army in due course of time must perish, the author in 
his introduction, reasons that we liave but to apply the principles 
that may be inferred from the postulate to the treatment of in- 
flammation and we shall avoid stricture. Destroy the cause and 
we obviate the sequel. The causes of stricture, in by far the 
largest proportion of cases, are declared by the author to be — 
(1) Erroneous diagnosis, causing unnecessary eatheterism ; (2) 
cafi^s complicated with false passages ; (3 ) negligent and misdi- 
rected treatment of gonorrhoea. 

Conceiving these examples to constitute the greater part of 
the sources of inflammation, and hence of stricture, he suggests 
that if gentleness and dexterity, combined with patience and 
common sense, were more generally exhibited by the profession, 
there would be a gradual decrease and abolition of at least a 
^reat portion of the causes of stricture. 

, In the first, second and third chapters of the book, the author 
elaborates these ideas, dwelling especially upon tlie frequency *6tf 
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tsitricture caused by the unnecessary use of the bongie or cathe- 
4;er, and by the use of these instruments in the hands of ignorant 
•or unpracticed surgeons. He iterates and reiterates the facts, 
•clinching them here and there by cases in point, preferring, as 
lie says, to run the risk of being thought tedious rather than fail 
an impressing upon his readers the immediate as well as remote 
ceyils attendant upon the unskillful and unnecessary employment 
of instruments in the urethra. 

In the fourth chapter the author discusses catheterism, and 
liere he is very practical, giving as well as it may be done in 
words, an excellent lesson in the art of sounding and exploring 
t^he urethra, dwelling upon the choice of instruments, the best 
forms of and materials for bougies, catheters and sounds, the 
anatomy of the parts and the precautions to be taken. In the 
succeeding chapters the various forms of stricture are described, 
and the methods of treatment best adapted to each. 
- The author draws largely from his own experiences, but does 
not rely entirely upon them. He quotes quite freely from the 
writings of Hunter, Bell, Abernethy, Bryant, Sir Henry Thomp- 
son, and our own Gross and many others of lesser fame. In- 
•^eed the most interesting chapter in the work is a sort of his- 
torical resume of the methods of practice of the masters of old 
and modem times. 

Barring a tendency to repeat himself, the style of the author 
is clear and pleasant, though dropping occasionally into the 
didactic. The mechanical portion of the work is good, though 
the engravings are scarcely worthy of the text. It has an ex- 
cellent index, and the type is large and clear — most excellent 
things in a book of reference, which this is. 

Abdominal Surgery. By J. Greio Smith, M. A., F. R. S. E., 
Surgeon to the Bristol Royal Infirmary, etc., etc. 8 vo., pp. 
606. [London : J. & A. Churchill. 1887. 

A very opportune vplume, upon a most interesting and im- 
iportant branch of surgery. Latterly the attention of surgeons 
has been directed especially to the surgery of the abdomen and 
head. The literature on these subjects is, to use a mild term, 
bewildering. The new fields invaded,the bold steps taken and the 
improvements made and suggested in the methods of operating are 
MO numerous and scattered throughout the extensive periodical 
literature of the day, that the busy practitioner can scarcely find 
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time to acquaint himself with even the more-important contriba- 

tions. On the other hand, many, no doubt, remember the feeling of 

4incertainty, doubt and apprehension with which they assayed to 

perform their first laparatomy. How many volumes were perused ; 

liow this point and that one were found in scattered volumes or not 

discovered until they presented themselves on the operating table. 

It is true, we could turn for much practical information concerning 

the operation of ovariotomy to the classical work of Wells ; to 

Treves for intestinal obstruction ; to Lawson Tait, or to the many 

"Other authors who have contributed their personal experience in 

books and journals ; but we had no author to whom we could look 

for a comprehensive, practical treatise on the operations usually 

termed abdominal. Smith has undertaken to fill this gap and to 

gather together for systematic description all abdominal operar 

4;ions, after a method which will satisfy the requirements of the 

practical surgeon. And his effort must be pronounced a most 

decided success. 

We might differ from the author as to the arrangement of his 
subjects, but a very complete index facilitates the finding of a 
given subject. The exclusion of Hernia makes the treatise in- 
•complete, and if * 'popular habit" does not include herniotomy 
among abdominal operations, it is time that tiie habit be changed. 
It is difficult to conceive, in the majority of cases, how hernioto- 
my is any other than an abdominal operation. We need but hint 
at strangulated hernia, with gangrene of the intestine ! 

The views presented as to the indications for the various oper- 
ations are abreast of advanced surgery, and the methods advo- 
cated are such as in most instances experience has proven to be 
most successful. 

It is quite natural that surgeons should differ as to many minute 
points. JThus, there is some difference as to the proper method of 
closing the wound in the parietes after a laparotomy . Clearly the 
same method does not answer for a penetrating wound of the ab- 
domen, with injury of abdominal viscera, which is admirable for 
the closure of the wound through which an ovarian tumor has 
been removed. In the latter case, the cavity of the abdomen has 
become greatly enlarged, tnrough distension of its anterior wall ; 
•the wound surfaces can be exactly approximated and plenty of tis- 
sue remains. On the other hand, in men, and in women who have 
not borne children, it is often next to impossible to approximate 
4ihe wound by the. interrupted suture, even though fortified by the 
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stay suture. In these cases the terrace suture, the approzima*^ 
iion of the peritoneal, muscular and cutaneous surfaces, by sepa- 
rate interrupted or continuous suture, or by the suture suggested 
by Le Cas, will be found to answer tlie purpose most admirably. 

The author has abantloned the binder and simply secures the 
gauze by strapping. 

The different clamps suggested on page 410 as substitutes for 
the dexterous fingers of an intelligent assistant, ought, in the 
opinion of many surgeons, be entirely discarded in the operation 
of resection of the intestines, and in their stead the proceedure of 
Jaffe employed. This consists in the temporary ligature of the 
intestine an inch or more above and below the point where the in- 
cision is to be made. The many advantages of this method are 
apparent. 

Laparotomy for perforation during typhoid fever has been 
done by Liiche with a fatal issue and might be included in the 
chapter on perforation from ulceration, to make it complete. 

The book contains more practical information on abdominal 
operations than is to be found in any other volume with which 
we are familiar, and will, no doubt, before long be found on the 
shelf of every surgeon as well as of every young physician 
whose ambition poiflts in that direction. 

The typography is good. The illustrations, though few in 
number, are distinct and ad rem. Lutz. 



Ctterarij notes. 

Signs of Progress. — We have received a very handsomely 
engraved invitation to call upon the Memphis Avalanche and view 
its new perfecting press — the first ever introduced into the state 
of Tennessee. We congratulate the Avalanche on this very sub- 
stantial evidence of progress, and hope that its edition may soon 
require a press of double the present capacity. 

The Western Dental Journal. — This new monthly, al- 
though having just completed its first half year of existence, gives 
evidience of taking a front place in periodical dental literature. 
It is published in Kansas City, Mo., and is edited by Dr. J. D. 
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Patterson, assisted by Drs. A. H. Thompson, of Topeka, and C. 
L.- Hungerford, of Kansas City. It is bright, newsy and withal 
scientific — a difficult combination of qualities. The price is $2.00 
per annum. 

Drugs £^nd Medicines of North America. — ^The March, 
1887, number of this quarterly, delayed for some reason, con- 
tains the conclusion of the article on Lobelia, and articles on 
Scrophularia, Lindera Benzoin, Diphylleia Cymosa, Cercis and 
Erechtites Hieracifolia. The present number is more profusely 
Illustrated than any of the former ones, and the illustrations are 
of a high order of merit. The work is published by J. U. and 
C G. Lloyd, of Cincinnati. 

Books Received. — Our thanks are due to the publishers for 
the following works received during the month, critical notices of 
which will appear hereafter : What to Do in Cases of Poisoning, 
Murreli (The Medical Register Co., Philadelphia); Cyclopaedia 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Charpentier and Grandin, Vol. 
IV. (Wm. Wood & Co.. New York) ; American System of Gyne- 
iCology, Mann, (Lea Bros. &Co., Philadelphia), Diseases of the 
Eye, by Edward Meyer (P. Blakiston, Son & Co., Philadelphia J ^ 

Fresh Water Algae.— The Rev'd Francis Wolle, of Bethle- 
hem. Pa., so well known by his published works on the algse and 
desmids of the United States, has issued an announcement of the 
publication of a new and beautifully illustrated work on the 
Fresh Water Algse of the United States, in two royal quarto vol- 
umes containing 157 plates representing over 2000 figures drawn 
:and colored from nature. These volumes are uniform with his 
Desmids, and are sold at the surprisingly low price of five dollars 
'each, or ten dollars for the set. No one interested in the study 
of the fresh water cryptogams should be without these works 6f 
Dr. Wolle. 

Reprints. — ^The following reprints worthy of note were re- 
ceived during the month of July : El entubiamento de la larynge 
'en el crup, by Dr. Ramon de la Sota y Lastra, of Seville, Spain ; 
Importance and Value of Experimental Research, by Dr. N. 
Senn, of Milwaukee, Wis., being an address delivered at the 
graduating exercises of the Chicago College of Phys. and Sur- 
;geons (reprint from Western Medi al Reporter) ; The Relation of 
tthe Nervous System to Htemophilia, Malarial Hsematuria, ettc, 
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liy C. H, Hughes, M. D. (from Alienist and Neurologist, July, 
1887) ; A Unique Case of Bi-lateral Athetosis, by C. U. Hughes,. 
M. D., (from same journal). 

Anaemia is the title of a little volume of essays on this sub- 
ject, by Frederick P. Henry, M. D., Professor of Clinical Medi- 
cine in the Philadelphia Polyclinic. The substance-matter thereof 
has already appeared in the pages of the Polyclinic and is now 
collated in book form by the Blakistons. As stated in the preface,, 
it is the first systematic treatise on anaemia which has appeared 
in this country, and it embodies the results of many years of 
study and practical investigation of the disorders of the blood.. 
The author has had extraordinary facilities for observation and 
has made excellent use of them. We commend the work as a 
trustworthy guide to a knowledge of the train of evils following: 
the imperfect elaboration of the blood. 

Outlines for the Management of Diet. — In this, the thirdl 
volume of the series of Practical Lessons in Nursing, published 
b}" the J. B. Lippincott Company, of Philadelphia, we have the- 
{"esult of a thorough and practical study of the subject by Dr.. 
Edward Tunis Bruen, whose name is well and favorably known< 
to readers of medical literature in this country. In a pleasant 
and almost conversational style. Dr. Bruen has set forth the 
principles and practice of the great trio of healers, — **Dr. Quiet,. 
Dr. Diet and Dr. Merryman." He has everywhere subordinated 
the scientific aspect of the subject to the presentation of practical 
suggestions, as was meet and proper in a series of lectures to 
those whose future duties will call them simply to carry out the 
directions of the physician, and not to the diagnosis and treat- 
ment of diseases, viz : the nurses of the Training Schools of the 
various Philadelphia hospitals. The price of the book is one 
dollar. 

Healthy Homes and Foods for the Working Classes. — 
This is the title of the first essay written for the American Public 
Health Association under the conditions of the Lomb prize fund.. 
Its author is Dr. Victor C. Vaughan, of Ann Arbor, Mich., who- 
has already earned for himself an enviable reputation as an 
original investigator and thinker. There were four of these- 
essays in all, viz: The Sanitary Conditions, etc., of School 
Houses, by Dr. D. F; Lincoln, of Boston; Disinfection and In- 
dividual Prophylaxis against Infectious Diseases, b}- Dr. Geo.. 



1887.] LiTKRARY Notes. 131 

.M. Sternberg, of Washington, D. C. ; The Preventable Causes 
of Disease, Injury, etc., in Manufactories and Workshops, etci, 
by Geo. H. Ireland, of Springfield, Mass. ; and finally the pres- 
ent work. They may be obtained by addressing the secretary of 
the association, Irving A. Watson, Concord, N. H., and enclosing 
one dollar. They may also be obtained separately jn paper 
coversfor 15 cents each. 

Medical Jurisprudence. — We have received from Prof. 
Marshall D. Eweil, of Chicago, the advance sheets of the first 
chapters of a new work on Medical Jurisprudence. The chapter 
before us deals with expert evidence and compensation therefor, 
and the relation of physicians to patients. It contains a great 
deal of information concerning his obligations and rights that 
should be familiar to every physician and which we venture to 
say is not known to one in twenty. This is written in a terse and 
almost epigrammatic style, but loses nothing in clearness from its 
concision. We await the succeeding chapters of the work with 
great interest, since the subjects treated of very nearly affect the 
interest of every practitioner and expert. 

A New Journal of Natural Science. — We have received 
the prospectus and table of contents of the NaturcUiist's Monthly ^sl 
journal intended for lovers of nature and workers in all depart- 
ments of the natural sciences. It is edited by J. W. Williams, 
M.A., M. D., assisted by an able corps of writers,among whom we 
note the well known names of V. A. Latham, F. R. M. S., and 
the Rev'd Hildric Friend, M. A., F. L. S., who have charge pf 
the department of microscopy. Among the regular departments 
we note the following : Original papers on popular scientific sub- 
jects ; accounts of scientific voyages and exploring expedition^ ; 
biographical sketches of noted naturalists, etc. There will be. a 
department of ^ notes and queries,' and also one of bri6f scientific 
miscellany. The Naturalist's Monthly will be published on the 
first of September, and is issued from the well-known house 6f 
Walter Scott, 24 Warwick Lane, Paternoster Row, London, Eng. 
The subscription price is $1.75 per annum. 

Annual Report of the Special Committee on Surgery 
for i886. — This addendum to the Transactions of the Texa» 
State Medical Association shows that the surgeons of the Lone 
Star State are not only doing good work as surgeons, but that 
they are beginning thoroughly to appreciate the .great value o^ 
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reporting their cases in full. As in the former report of the 
Sp^Oial Committee on Surgery, of this association (for 1885), a 
notice of which appeared in the Journal several months ago, 
this document gives evidence of an immense amount of hard 
work, — not merely in compiling but in analyzing and tabulating 
results.** For this part of the work too much praise can scarcely 
be awarded Dr. George Cupples, upon whom fell the duty of 
editing the labors of the committee. The mechanical portion of 
the Work reflects immense credit upon the establishment of John- 
son Bros. , of San Antonio, and we feel compelled to congratu- 
late the committee upon the style in which their labors have been 
put before the public. 

The Nature and Treatment of Rabies or Hydrophobia. 
—The first edition of this work by Dr. Thos. M. Dolan, physician 
to the Halifax (Eng.) Fever Hospital, and editor of .the Provin- 
cial Medical Journal, was noticed by us at length in the Journal 
for August, 1886, (p. 121). Since then it has passed into a sec- 
ond edition, a fact which shows that not oiily is there a demand 
for information upon the subject, but that the book to a certain 
en^tent met this demand. It is a full and fair resume of our 
knowledge on the subject of hydrophobia, and while admitting 
the fntility of all forms of treatment therefor hitherto devised, 
th^e' author by no means despairs of the discovery of a remedy 
or a method of cure. "The practical uses of electricity" says 
lie ''seemed almost to have been perfected when the world wad 
astonished by the invention of the telephone by Professor Bell. 
Ttie liquefaction of oxygen and hydrogen^was deemed impossible, 
bitt both have now been reduced. Medicine and science are so 
imieparably connected that the word 'despair' should be erased 
from our vocabulary." So mote it be 1 

College Announcements. — If one were inclined to forget 
the fact that there are a very large number of medical schools 
aQ4 colleges in the United States, he would be reminded of it at 
this season of the year by the firequency with which he receives 
the annual announcements of these institutions. Since our last 
.nitipvber we have received the following : 

University of the City of New York; Medical Department, 
47tli annual commencement. 
' Albany Medical College, 51>th annual session. 

Western Pennsylvania Medical College — 1st announcement. 
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Memphis Medical College, 8th annual announcement. 

Medical Department, University of Tennessee, 13th announce- 
ment. 

Medical Department, University of Louisville, Slst annual 
announcement. 

Missouri Medical College, 47th annual announcement. 

North- Western Ohio Medical College, 5th annual annoucement. 

University of Michigen, Department of Medicine and Surgery, 
38 annual course. 

Mehaffy Medical Department of the Central Tenessee College, 
^for Colored Students), 12th annual announcement. 



Znelange. 

Specialism. — Specialism and specialties in medicine have 
made their mark in this country. At every medical meeting of ^ 
general character, physicians are being constantly asked, ''What 
is your specialty. Doctor," and woe be to him who acknowledged 
himself a general practitioner of medicine. 

Milk and Scarlet Fever. — ^Dr. Klein read a paper before 
the Royal Institution (England), at its meeting of June 3d, on 
the Etiology of Scarlet Fever. Among other statements that 
deserve attention was one to the effect that he had discovered the 
germs of scarlatina, the micrococcus scarlcUince^ in cans of pre- 
served milk, 

A Royal Doctor. — The Grand-duke Karl Theodor, of Ba- 
varia, a cousin of the late king, studied medicine at Munich, 
and afterward took up ophthalmology as a specialty. Be hais 
developed great skill as an operator, and at his recent visit to 
Meran (Austrian Tyrol), he made no less than 220 successful 
operations at the Eye Infirmary there. Most of these were upon 
poor people and were entirely gratuitous. 

Arabian Treatment of Migraine. — According to M. Thomaif, 
Abulcassis, when the red-hot iron — the actual cautery, had failed 
in the treatment of megrims, proceeded as follows to cure the di- 
•sease: '^Ti^ke" says the learned Arabian, ^'a clove of garlic, trim 
it and cut off the ends. Now with a sharp bistouri make an ind- 
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sion through the skin of the temple, and pull away the skin until 
you have a cavity sufficiently large to receive the garlic. Place the 
latter in the cavity made for it and apply compresses to keep it 
there for fifteen hours. At the expiration of this time, take out 
the garlic and put in its place a pledget of cotton saturated with, 
fresh butter. Leave this until suppuration sets in, when it must 
be removed and the wound allowed to heal under the application 
of unguents." The remedy is worse than the disease; but this 
may be said with equal truth of some more modem procedures. 

** When A Snake gets into the Vulva," says the Japanese 
doctor Mano, (who wrote about fifty years ago, and a portion of 
whose writings are translated into the June number of Set I 
Kwai Medical Journal)^ ''cut off its tail and put a cinder of aoji 
(a kind of small bird) in the vulva, which will surely expel it. 
For the cinder a piece of tobacco may be substituted, or the 
juice of unripe persimmons, which may be injected by means of 
a syringe." We can, of course, scarcely enter fully into the 
feelings of a lady with a snake in the vulva, and still less into the 
ecstatic complication of misery that must ensue when to the snake 
unripe .persimmon juice is added. We can imagine however 
the vain attempts of the labia to gratify the desire to whistle 
which is always excited by persimmon juice. We should not 
waste all of our pity, however, upon the lady, as the snake is de- 
serving of no small share of it. 

The Cholera.— Dispatches from Sicily and Calabria of date 
of July 2dth, state that the cholera there is of a more virulent 
type than has been known since the first invasion of the disease 
in 1884 (of which this is apparently only a continuation). Lon- 
don cablegrams of the same date state that English physicians 
are becoming alarmed over the persistence of the disease, which 
has hung on for three consecutive years in Southern Europe, 
and which now assumes not merely its pristine malignity, but 
which is manifesting a strong tendency to spread beyond the- 
territory which it has so long occupied. The Lancet of July 24th,. 
states that deaths from diarrhoea and diarrhaic diseases, in the 
city of London, have gone up by successive leaps within the past, 
six weeks from an average of 9 per week to 312, which was the 
number during the preceding week. Of the latter number, 265 
were infants under one year. It points out that one of the surest 
precursors of cholera in a given district is the tendency to diar- 
rhaic fatality, and urges the utmost vigilance. 
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The Reparative Power of Nature. — In a chatty and in- 
teresting series of letters to the Gazette de8 H&pitaux from Lower- 
Tunis, Dr. Badour gives the following anecdotes illustrative of 
that vis medicatrix naturae which so frequently excites the aston.- 
ishment of civilized men when brought into contact with savage 
tribes or men living in the state of nature. ''One of our Arab^ 
convoy," says the doctor, "received a slash of a knife across 
the abdomen. He was carried to the ambulance, but as nothing 
was done for him on the moment, he left in disgust and rejoined 
his companions on the march, with an epiploic hernia as big as 
the fist hanging out of the wound. This got well absolutely 
without any further attention. Another had an arm crushed one 
evening in a cavalry fight. It was amputated and dressed secun- 
dum artem, but as soon as our back was turned he tore off the 
bandage and redressed it, Arab fashion, with a mixture of earth 
and dung. We took this dressing off twice and each time he 
obstinately replaced it and we finally let him alone. The wound 
healed completely and rapidly. This fellow, however, recognized 
the fact that I had been useful to him in relieving him of an use- 
less arm, and frequently visited me, always addressing me (al- 
though he was no longer young) as his father. 

Two Rare Causes of Dementia. — In the R4vne des Scfen^es 
MMicales we find abstracted from a monograph by Dr. Pick, 
memoranda of cases of dementia proceeding from causes rarely 
or never alluded to in treatises on m ental diseases, viz : cold and 
lightning stroke. In the retreat from Moscow, Larrey observed 
several cases of acute mania caused by cold. Parry, in his Arctic- 
Voyages, mentions analogous cases, and Reisch gives the particu- 
lars of four cases of acute transitory mania in children exposed 
for several hours to extreme cold. The troubles consisted in ter- 
rifying hallucinations, followed by amnesia after these had passed 
away. Brunk relates the case of a butcher, aged 28, who was 
afflicted in the same manner under similar circumstances. Ball 
gives a case of acute dementia, terminating in cerebral ischsemia,. 
from the same cause. These are all the cases which Pick has 
been able to glean in medical literature. He relates, however, 
the case of a woman, aged 47, which came under his own observa- 
tion. She was compelled to work for 48 hours, cutting ice, in a 
temperature of from 7® to 9® below zero, Reaumur (12° to 16*^ F. 
above zero) and was seized with mania which terminated in de- 
mentia. In regard to emotional troubles occasioned by lightnings 
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Bucknell and Tuke relate the case of a man who was seized with 
suicidal mania from this cause. Tlie attack was evanescent and 
was not accompanied or followed by any other meiftal disturl)- 
ance. Pick, commenting on this case, relates another occurring 
under his own observation. This, too, was a woman, aged 54, 
upon whose house lightning had fallen, setting it on fire and kill- 
ing her husband. She, herself, had a shoe torn from her foot, 
'and was knocked senseless. For some time thereafter she was 
deaf and afterward complained of tinnitus aurium. Later on she 
presented all the phenomena of the delirium of persecution. 

The Sweating Sickness. — An epidemic of this singular 
disease,' known as miliaris sudatoria^ or sudor anglicus, sudor 
picardiciLSy etc., has been raging for several months in the De- 
partment of the Vienne, in France. It commenced in the village 
of Montmorillon, and spread thence to the Haute Vienne, being 
particularly severe in the Canton of Mezieres, where out of a 
total population of 2300, 250 or over 10 per cent, were stricken 
down with it. Many deaths occurred, some of the attacks being 
^almost explosive in violence and in the rapidity with which death 
ensued the seizure. At Jourdet so malignant and violent was the 
invasion that within three days every child at the communal schoo^ 
was affected and 13 died. The malady, to use the phrase of a 
local paper, spread from its centre with the rapidity and evenness 
of a drop of oil upon water. The total number of the affected, 
even in this sparsely settled portion of the country, is now up- 
wards of 8000, the death list being very heavy. The local and 
general governments are straining every nerve to suppress the 
malady and have sent Doctors Chantemesse, Descoust andThoinot 
to the infected localities to investigate the causes of the out- 
break. 

Sudor Anglicus, with which the epidemic seems to be identical 
is the name given to a disease which appeared suddenly in England 
in 1486 and soon became epidemic throughout the island. It is 
characterized by profuse sweating (hence the name) accompanied 
by coldness, excessive prostration, palpitation, inequality of the 
pulse, etc., a miliary eruption coming on in a short time, varying 
from a few minutes to a few hours after the first invasion. The 
disease usually lasted only twenty-four hours and terminated in 
death in a large proportion of the cases. The epidemic of 1486 
lasted several months, tbe disease finally disappearing and noth- 
ing more was heard of it for several years. It returned in an epi- 
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demic form at various times within the next century, the last gen* 
eral invasion being in the middle of the sixteenth century. The 
disease seems to be one indigenous to Picardie in France, where it 
has appeared and become epidemic occasionally since the remot- 
est times. The last great epidemic was in 1821, a history of 
which has been written by M. Rayer, who considers the disease 
to be a state of inflammation appearing simultaneously in various 
tissues, and classes it with variola, scarlatina and measles. 



local 2ne&ical ZHattcrs. 

. Dr. Von Steinmetz is at present attending to the night ser- 
vice of the City Dispensary, and promises to do well in his new 
position. 

Dr W. B. Dorsett is now formally installed as superinten- 
dent of the Female Hospital. We are sure, from what we know of 
the gentleman, that he will make a competent and conscientious 
officer. 

Dr. Warren G, Priest, who has for years occupied the ar- 
duous position of night Dispensary Physician, has been promoted 
to the office of City Physician, and has the Dispensary under 
his sole charge. 

Lightning at the City Hospital. — On July 7th, lightning 
struck the City Hospital. The box containing the electrical ap- 
paratus for the annunciators was entirely destroyed. The cook 
and a patient were thrown down and severely shocked, but not 
permanently injured. 

Diphtheria. — This disease, which was prevalent to a greater 
or less extent all through the winter and springs and almost sub- 
sided in May and June, seemed to take a fresh start during the 
past month, becoming quite virulent between the 12th and 20th. 
It seems to be confined to no particular part of the city, though 
the Mill Creek Sewer region was its favorite habitat. 

-. The St. Loois Crematory.— The Missouri Crematory As- 
sociation, after many delays and disappointments due to the pre- 
judices of the ignorant and bigoted, have at last secured a site 
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for their building and furnace on Sublette and Scanlan avenues, 
■and the work of erecting them will be commenced at once and 
{)ushed to completion. The cost is estimated at $5,000, and the 
money is in hand for the purpose. 

A Good Appointment. — Dr. William Townsend Porter, 
whose reports of cases in our Hospital Reports during^ the past 
year have made him well known to the readers of the Journal, 
has been elected Assistant Professor to the chair of Physiology 
in the St. Louis Medical College. Dr. Porter has been for sev- 
eral months past in the Physiological Laboratory of the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital, and will bring to the position to which he is called 
a thorough practical knowledge of the latest and best methods of 
physiological research. 

Cholera Morbus. — During the heated term between the 10th 
and 15th of July, quite a large number of cases of cholera mor- 
bus occurred in the down-town hotels. Some of these were very 
severe, and in two cases seen by the writer within a few hours of 
-each other, the attack was choleraic in the suddenness of the on- 
set, and in many other features. In one case there was rice 
water purging and rapid collapse. The patient slowly recupera- 
ted however, under vigorous treatment. In none of the cases wag 
there a history justifying so serious and alarming S3'^mptonls. 

The Battle & Co. Chemical Corporation have just issued 
a copy of the final decree of the United States Circuit Court in the 
matter of their suit against Byron Fenner, author of Fenner's 
Formulary, who had inserted in his book a formula for Bromidio. 
The suit was in the nature of a restraining order to prevent Mr. 
J'enner from continuing the circulation of the book containing 
this formula, at least under a name so closely similar to that of 
their well-known proprietary preparation " Bromidia." The de- 
cree is very sweeping, and enjoins Mr. Fenner "from printing, 
publishing or circulating in any book or formula hereafter to be 
Issued by the defendant, his agents and servants, the word *Bro- 
midia' or ^Bromidio' in connection with the recipe now appear- 
ing in * Fenner's Formulary,' of the edition of 1878, on page 290, 
and numbered 813, unless there is also published in connection 
with the said words 'Bromldia' or 'Bromidio' a statement that 
the preparation covered by the said recipe is put up and sold by 
Battle & Co., of St. Louis, under the trade-mark *• Bromidia.'" 
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Counter Prescribing. — If Health Commissioner Dudley finds 
the time hanging heavy on his hands during these piping days of 
health and freedom from epidemic and endemic diseases in the 
^ity, we sincerely hope he*%rill turn his attention to an evil that 
has been steadily growing in St. Louis and which has become al- 
most universal with a certain class of local druggists. We allude 
to the habit of counter prescribing, which is indulged in to an ex- 
tent that is scarcely credible to those who have not examined into 
•^e matter. We do not, of course, refer to the administration of 
-well-known remedies in the simpler ailments of lif e, the. recom- 
mendation of a cough mixture, diarrha>a remedy* or tooth-ache 
•drops ; but to the custom of diagnosing and prescribing for almost 
any and every ailment that is brought to their notice by prospec- 
tive patients. From long immunity these follows have, some of 
them, become so bold that it would seem like an easy matter to 
fix the offence upon them sufficiently clearly to bring them under 
the penalties of the law concerning unregistered physicians. 

Not Dr. "Billic" Johnston.— On the morning of the 13th 
ult., the daily papers announced the death of Dr. William T. John- 
ston, aged 67 years, and the obituary requested Virginia and 
Xentucky papers to copy. The many friends of Dr. William 
C^BiUie") Johnston, almost without exception, concluded that 
it was he who had gone over to the majority, and were very 
much relieved at learning, later in the day, that the decedent 
.was another William Johnston, a Virginian, and a comparative 
.stranger in the city. Some of Dr. Billie Johnston's old friends 
even went to the funeral under the impression that they were 
paying the last sad rites to one whom they had known so long and 
well. In the afternoon Dr. '*Billie" was down town and was 
^eeted by many as though he had actually returned from the 
other shore. It was a warm evening, and in answer to some re- 
marks of a group of doctors, said that while he hadn't actually 
.been there, he was free to say that he was convinced that the 
temperature could not be much higher there than here, at the 
time. 

The Hygienic College of Physicians and Surgeons.— 
This is the name of a new medical school to bie started in St. 
Louis immediately, a petition for incorporation having been filed 
in the circuit court on the 24th of July. Its object, according to 
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tiie petition, is to teach both sexes ^'anatomy, physiology, sur- 
gery, obstetrics, gynaecology, chemistry, pathology, therapeutics, 
dietetics, physical culture, sanitation and all collateral branches, 
connected with the theory and practioe of hygienic treatment,' ' 
and to encourage the practice of ^^hjfgeio-therapy, which recog- 
nizes the fact that all healing power is inherent in the living or- 
■ganism and which employs only such agents as are embraced in 
nature's methods: air, light, temperature, clothing, electricity, 
magnetism, exercise (active and passive), rest, sleep, food, drink, 
bathing, water applications, mental and emotional influences and 
^ mechanical appliances." A pretty extensive bill of fare! The 
incorporators are a lot of people of both sexes, whose names are 
more or less known to the St. Louis public. Of course, they pro- 
pose to cure all diseases '^concerning which the regular profession 
are more or less at sea," and, in fact, to-iill-a-long-felt-want, but 
whether that want is on the part of the public or the incorpora^ 
tors remains to be seen. Vive la bdgnUeUe ! 

Physical Condition of the St. Louis Police Force. — Dr. 

George Homan, whose eminent capacity to judge and absolute 
impartiality no one who knows him will doubt for an instant, 
declared in a paper read before the Medico-Chirurgical Society 
of this city a few days since, that out of the entire police force 
of St. Louis, numbering 482 men, rank and file, less than one 
hundred are physically qualified to stand the strain of emergency 
duty should they suddenly be called into service. He classifies 
the force as follows : Superior to good, 3 ; good, 82 ; good to 
fair, 181; fair, 116; fair to doubtful, 40; doubtful, 17; doubt- 
ful to unsound, 19 ; unsound, 12 ; unsound to bad, 1 ; bad, 2. 
Of the nature of the maladies and disabilities found to exist, Dr. 
Homan says: '^ While in certain of these affections and con- 
ditions the consequences of hard, honest police service were to 
be seen, in others their occurrence pointed to medical examina- 
tions not sufficiently strict, to heedless appointments by those in 
power, or to intemperence or licentiousness on the part of the 
person affected." The importance of this subject justifies the 
publication of this repoi*t in full in the secular papers of the city, 
and the thanks of the citizens are due to Dr. Homan for the ex- 
pose thus made. 
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lEuLES FOR THE PREVENTION OF ChRONIO CONSTIPATION. Bj 

Bransford Lewis, M. D., Assistant Superintendent, City Hos- 
pital, St. Louis. 

1. The surroundings must be hygienic— thorough ventilation, 
etc., must be secured, to promote the healthy performance of all 
the functions. 

2. Habitual regularity in eating, sleeping, exercising and es- 
pecially in attendance at the closet at a certain hour, whether 
there is inclination or not, must be cultivated. 

3. The whole attention must be fixed upon the purpose of 
the visit ; no reading of papers is to be indulged in. 

4. Frequent bathing, cold morning baths preferred, with 
energetic rubbing of the surface, especial attention being given 
to the abdomen, is of material benefit. This may be varied with 
douches alternately of hot and cold water to the spine and ab- 
-domen. 

5. The ingestion of a large quantity of water during the 
day will assist in maintaining the fluidity of the excreta and pro- 
mote regularity in the bowel action. A pint of hot water taken 
before breakfast is a serviceable stimulant to the whole aliment- 
.«ry tract. 

6. While dressing, practice forced respiration, repeatedly 
inspiring to the fullest capacity of the lungs. This assists per- 
istalsis in urging forward the intestinal contents. Intermitting 
pressure and kneading of the abdomen conduce to the same end. 

7. Constrained attitudes, such as that required in writing, 
•causing continued pressure on the abdomen, have an obstructive 
influence and should be avoided. 

8. The purgative habit should be looked upon with a fear 
^kin to that of morphine. Stimulation by such means is neces- 
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sarily followed by relaxation, calling for subsequent increase m 
the stimulus. 

9. Mastication of food digested by the intestine must be 
perfect — which does not allow of hurried eating. The theory 
that thorough insalivation of the stomach-digested elementa 
(meats), by too freely incorporating an alkali prevents or re- 
tards the action of the gastric juice, would indicate a certain 
amount of ^^ bolting" of this portion of the diet, after its careful 
division with knife and fork. 

10. The loss of too much fluid from the system by profuse 
and long continued perspiration, should be guarded against. 

11. The digestive function should be carefully kept in order- 
by a dietary, found by observation to be best adapted to the in- 
dividual ; that dietary is to be based also on common sense, and 
a diagnosis of the location of the indigestion, i. e. whether in 
the 'stomach or the intestines. 

12. Tea contains an astringent and should, therefore, be^ 
avoided. 

13. A quantity of fluid— noi ice-water^ which chills the sto- 
mach and greatly retards the digestive process, sufl^cient to as- 
sist in liquefying the food, say a glassful or two, should be 
taken with weals, 

14. Eat vegetables and fruits which allow of suflflcient residue 
after their digestion to increase the peristaltic movement of the 
bowel ; such as lettuce, spinach, peas, asparagus, fresh fruitSy 
raisins, prunes, etc. 

15. Brown bread, aerated bread, etc., are preferable to 
white bread. Hot bread must be strictly prohibited. Butter (if^ 
there is no indigestion), oatmeal and cracked-wheat arebeneficiak 

16. Meats may be taken only in moderation, excepting porfe 
and veal, which must be excluded from the diet. 

17. Never allow the sensitiveness of the rectal mucous mem-^ 
brane to become blunted by prolonged retention of its contents ;; 
go when the inclination is felt. 

18. Do not strain violently with the abdominal muscles;; 
educate the muscles of the lower bowel to the performance of 
extrusion. Attention to this point will be followed by very grati- 
fying results, as great perfection may be arrived at in the re- 
spect desired. Probably there is no commoner cause of hsamoft- 
rhoids than neglect of this rule. 
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19. Do not be in too great a hurry ; the passage of a part^ 
may allow the descent of the remainder, of the excretioau The 
proper performance of defsecation is as essential to the- main- 
tainance of health as is that of eating, sleeping, etc. 

20. In cases of relaxed abdomen, due to old age or repeated 
pragnancies, an abdominial band is serviceable. 

21. The use of the Faradic current is frequently efficient 
when other means have failed. General faradization, and direct 
application of the sponge with energetic kneading of the abdta^ 
men should both be tried. 

22. Only when necessity decrees, the bowels having refused 
to act after all the above rules have been adhered to, may resort 
be had to a small enema of cold water, or to a soap suppository, 
the size of a pig^eon's egg. 



Abscesses of the Drum Cavity. — Perforations of the Tym- 
panic Membrane, and their Treatment. By A. D. Williams, 
M. D., of St. Louis. 

Acute abscesses in the drum are so common that their treat. 
ment becomes a matter of importance : firstly, in order to save 
the drum from permanent injury, and secondly, in order to re- 
lieve the intense suffering which a tympanic abscess causes. 

The only proper treatment for an abscess in the drum cavity 
is to puncture the membrane just so soon as a reasonably certain 
diagnosis can be made out. I always puncture the drum-head 
as soon as I am satisfied that an abscess is forming. I do not 
wait till suppuration has actually taken place. It is not necessarj^' 
er even advisable to wait so long. The relief is just as great be- 
fore as after suppuration. In the former condition only a gveeoK 
ish or bloody serum will escape through the puncture. When 
properly made, the operation is a harmless, trivial matter. The-, 
opening should always be made as large as it conveniently cani 
be. The lower portion of the membrane is the best place for the 
puncture, on account of the eas}*^ drainage of the drum; but I 
make it a rule to puncture wherever 1 can reach the membrane: 
easiest, and that is the portion that is pressed farthest outwarda 
by the serous or purulent collections within. These fluids will 
usually be seen to boil up around the knife as it passes through 
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the membrane, particularly when there is much tension of the 
latter. The after management is the same as in the treatment of 
otorrhoea. This leads us to the question : 

Should Perforations of the Membrane he Treated ? 

Perforations of the drum-head are, as we all know, very com- 
mon and are of all grades and sizes from that of a minute pin- 
hole to complete destruction of the membrane. Their most com- 
mon cause is suppuration ill the drum cavity, the purulent matter 
spontaneously breaking through the delicate wall and discharg- 
ing externally. The orifice thus made is perpetuated by continu- 
ous otorrhoea, but when this latter is properly treated and cured, 
should the perforation itself be treated ? 

I hold that it should not, since there is no necessity therefor. 
In the great majority of cases whenever the discharge ceases the 
perforations close spontaneously, and any treatment directed 
toward this end is not only superfluous but very frequently posi- 
tively injurious. As a rule their closing does not improve the 
hearing and when let alone they do no harm. 

There are many cases of ear disease where an artificial opening 
in the drum-head would be very desirable, but it is found that 
punctures, even when portions of the membrane are excised, can- 
not be kept permanently open by any known means — a fact 
which should emphasize the injunction to let the perforations 
severely alone. Cure the otorrhoea and the punctures or per- 
forations will take care of themselves. 



^ospttal Xloks, 

ST. LOUIS CITY HOSPITAL. 
H. C. Dalton, M. D. , Superintendent. 

XVI. — ^Two Cases of Purulent Synovitis. — Drainage. — Re- 
covery. By H. C. Dalton, M. D. 

Case I. — G. S., male, set. 21, American, single, cook, was 
admitted May 8, 1887. On April 30th, patient knelt on a small 
nail which penetrated his left knee-joint just external to the 
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patella. He gave it no attention for two days, when it began to 
pain him so much that he was compelled to go to bed. A week 
later he entered the hospital with the joint tendei', inflamed and 
filled with fluid. Tinct. of iodine had been painted over the 
knee, but without benefit. The temperature was slightly elevated. 
Cold compresses were applied locally. On the evening of the 
11th, his temperature rose to 40° C. (104®. Fah.), when by as- 
piration 125 c. c. (4 oz.) of sero-purulent fiuid were drawn oft; 
the joint was then irrigated with 2J per cent, solution of carbolic 
acid. Two hours later the temperature had fallen to 37.6® C. 
(190.7® Fah.). It rose again on the foUowingJday, when the 
joint was freely opened by incisions, one above, and one at each 
side of the patella near its lower end ; these were connected by 
drainage tubes. The limb was then fixed in a Barwell tin-trough 
splint, which allowed the knee to be dressed without its removal. 
The patient improved constantly thereafter. On June 3rd, the 
tubes, having frequently been shortened gradually as the dis- 
charge lessened, were withdrawn, and the splint was removed, 
ailowing the employment of moderate passive motion. A pos- 
terior splint was then worn except when removed for passive 
motion during the next two weeks. At the time of his discharge, 
June 30th, movement of the knee was somewhat limited, but waa 
rapidly approaching the normal. 

Case II. — Ella B., coVd, set. 21, American, widow, servant, 
was admitted May 23, 1887, the day before which she had fallen 
while ascending a flight of stairs, striking her left knee against 
the edge of a step. Notwithstanding the pain caused by the in- 
jury, she continued to perform her household duties during that 
6&y. At the time of her entrance the knee was much swelled, 
very painful, and fluctuation was easily elicited. Fluid contain- 
ing pus cells was withdrawn by means of a hypodermic syringe. 
The joint was then opened by three incisions, as in Case I, drain* 
age tubes inserted, joint washed with a 2i per cent, solution of 
carbolic acid, and a Hodgen splint applied. Relief from suffer- 
ing was immediate, and the temperature dropped from 39® C. 
( 102.2® Fah. ) to slightly above normal. The after treatment was 
similar to that of the first case, and the result equally as gratify- 
ing ; patient now walks with the assistance of a cane, and mobility 
of the joint is being regained to a natural extent. 
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(Llinical Kcports from prioatc practice. 

CONSEBVATIVE ScRQKRT OF THK HaKD. By JnO. H. BIuItfTTRC, 

A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

Master £. A——, aged 15, was taken totbe office of Dr. E. 
A. Chanceller, of this city, with the flesh and bones of bis hand 
lacerated and cruslied in a frightful manner, having had it caught 
in the oogs of a power printing press. I was called in order to 
make an amputation of the band at the wrist. Upon inspection, 
bowever, I concluded to try to save the thumb and little finger. 



Fig. 4. Anterior view. 

The principal features of the operation were, the control of 
the excessive hfemorrhage, the palmar arch being wounded, the 
use of the bone forceps and the transplantation of tissue to cov- 
er the wound. The portion removed consisted of the metacarpal 
bones, excepting their beads next the carpal bones. The woun.1 
vas dressed with the ordinary antiseptic dressing. 



Fiff, 5. Posterior view. 
The results of the operation are shown in a highly satisfact- 
ory manner by these two cuts, engraved from photographs. 
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Nearly all the puckered tissues on the little finger were drawn 
from the back of the hand, enough being taken to allow for 
shrinkage. The wound healed kindly and all by first intention, 
with the exception of the apex of the wound in figure 5, at which 
point there was a slight exostosis of bone removed about fourteen 
^days after the operation. 

The chief point of interest is the useful member resulting in 
this case, as in four previous ones, prehension being perfect. 

The four other cases, three of which were caused by cog 
wheels and one, a child of seven years, by a "forty knife cutting 
^box,'' were almost identical in result with the case illustrated. 



Amputation of the Right Fore-arm, at tHE Middle and 
LowEK Third, for Cancer, with Union btthe First Intention, 
at the age of 71 TEARS. By A. H. Chenom'eth, M. D., 
•of Troy, Mo. 

Thomas H. Admire, of Brussells, Lincoln Co., Mo., age 71 
.years, shoemaker by occupation, asthmatic and afiSicted with 
eczema of the face and hands, extracted from the top of the sup- 
erior surface of his right thumb what he supposed to be an 
•ordinary wart. At the suggestion of a physician he filled the 
cavity with calomel. The wound began to ulcerate and he 
sought the advice of several in the practice of medicine, but 
.particularly those who pretended to cure cancer. He underwent 
a painful course of treatment from one of them, who used caus- 
tic freely; but, after three or four months, he found himself un- 
able to endure the torture any longer. He then consulted me 
the second time. I advised amputation of the thumb at the 
metacar po-phalangeal artic ulation . 

But being told bj'^ a quack that he could be cured by internal 
medicine, and that chloroform would kill him (he being an 
asthmatic), he placed himself under the so-called doctor's treat- 
ment for the space of eight weeks, thoroughly testing the virtues 
^of wild sage and turpentine. By this time the cancer had ex« 
tended into the hand and frequently bled profusely. He came 
4nto my oflftce on June 1st, 1887, just thirteen months from the 
day that he had extracted the wart from his thumb and expressed 
himself ready to have the knife used. I accordingly amputated 
Jhis hand the same day. It is hardly necessary to state that he 
«bore the operation well ; on the next day he was up and on the 
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sixth day he came down stairs and walked into the garden. On 
the tenth day he walked out to a harvest field one-fourth of a 
mile and on the twenty-first day he attended church, walking^ 
one-half mile and back. On the nineteenth day the first, and on 
the twenty-third day the last ligature came away (I used but 
three ligatures). He slept well the first and each succeeding 
night, ate regularly and from the fifth day on, came down stairs- 
to his meals. He took but one dose of medicine during the en- 
tire time he was under treatment. By the twenty-sixth day the 
wound was entirely healed and the patient was discharged. Oa 
the thirty- second day he went home eighteen miles, in a buggy,, 
and has been in pursuit of his avocation constantly. I made a 
circular operation and used permanganate of potassium as a 
wash. After the bandage was off I slipped a thin muslin sack 
containing cotton, saturated with carbolized water, over the 
stump. The old gentleman had his hand taken up and fingers 
straightened to relieve cramp and believes that it did so. 



Torn-out Tendons. By W. F. Wilkins, A. M., M. D., of 
Ottawa, Kas. 

I have read the articles on the above subject, with interest, in 
your Journal of July and August, and as the authors of these 
articles speak of the accident being very rare, with your per* 
mission, I will give you a similar case. 

Some weeks ago I was called to attend a young man who met 
with the accident while helping his brother operate a corn sheller, 
the cog-wheels of which had caught his index finger and crushed it 
as only cog-wheels can. I saw him perhaps thirty minutes after 
the accident. 

The finger was entirely torn from the hand, with the excep- 
tion of the tendons, and they came away with slight traction. 
On a close examination, I was satisfied that the rupture had been 
effected at the muscular attachment at the elbow. Being a 
subcutaneous wound I hoped it would heal without difficulty. 
I amputated the finger at the metacarpal articulation, closed the 
flaps with silk sutures, dressed with iodoform dusted over the 
surface, and put the hand in a sling. The wound healed nicely 
by first intention, but on the third day the patient complained of* 
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pain in his arm along the course of the tendons, and a red^ 
irregular line extended from the stump of the finger to the elbow.. 
Fever and intense inflammation ruled for the next four davs and 
fears were entertained by a council which I had called that am- 
putation above the elbow would have to be performed. Pulse 
120; temperature 101^ to 103*^ F. Verat. vir. and bromide 
of pot. were given alternately for four days, with hot fomentations 
to the parts. In the afternoon of the fifth day, abscesses were 
headed at three different points. One over the os magnum 
and the other two near the middle fore-arm, about two inches, 
apart. 

After the abscesses had been emptied, and syringed out weU 
with carbolized water — hot — the arm was bandaged, and the pa- 
tient made a good recovery in fifteen days from the day of 
accident. 

Rupture of the tendons at their muscular attachments could 
be prevented if the occasion were not so unpropitious for rational 
thought, as the rupture is effected by the person making a sud- 
den effort to free himself from the machine at the instant 4he 
crushing occurs. 



A Slight Thing Getting to be Dangerous. By E. Chenery,^ 
M. D., Boston, Mass. 

It is truly remarkable how great a matter a little fire kindleth. 
A young colored man came into my oflSce a few evenings ago so. 
exhausted from loss of blood he could hardly walk. There had; 
been just below the middle of his nose a dark pimple — mother's, 
mark — the size of a millet seed and for some cause it had been, 
ruptured and for aught he could do the haemorrhage would not 
stop. When he came in the blood was freely flowing from this, 
almost imperceptible pin-hole and seemed determined to exhaust 
all there was in him. A hot instijament was thrust into the point 
without avail but a cambric needle carried through, over which a 
figure of eight ligature was passed, secured the bleeding point, 
while the inflammation excited by the cautery will probably make 
a permanent finish of it. 

Once before hsemorrhage had started up in a similar manner 
and was with much ditficult^^ stopped. The same remedy had 
been used this time without avail. So had pressure for some, 
time. 
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A Centenarian Cancer Patient. — Remarkable Longevity. By 
Waldo Briggs, M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

On the 10th of August, la»t, a Mrs. Meyer, a small but lively 
*old lady, called at my otiiee to consult me in regard to a cancer- 
ous growth upon h6r left cheek. She gave the following history 
'of the case: *'it was" said she, '*a birth mark, a 'mother's 
mark' as they call it in the old country, and never gave me any 
4)ain or trouble until a.year ago. Then it began to hurt and bum 
and become as you see it now." 

After looking at it carefully I told her that the growth was a 
'cancer, and that I would have to cut it out. *'A11 right," she 
Baid, ^^go ahead." ''Only to think," she added, ''that my 
mother' s-mark should have lasted more than a hundred years and 
then have to be cut out!" 

I looked at her incredulously and asked her what she meant by 
iihe last remark. 

"I am one hundred and three years old," said she, "and that 
man sitting out there is my son. ' ' 

The person to whom she pointed was a very old man, whom I 
had mistaken for her husband. She called him into the operating 
room and told him what I said about the growth, and after chat- 
ting with him a moment the old lady said, "Well if it has to be 
done, now is as good a time as any. Go ahead doctor, and cut it 
out." 

I prepared to have her aetherized but she resolutely declined 
to permit it, insisting that she could stand the operation. I there- 
*upon removed the growth and dressed the wound, the ancient pa- 
tient sitting quietl}' through the operation almost without a 
rgroan. 

At present writing, three days after the operation, the wound 
Hs healing nicely and the old lady looks as though she were good 
for several years more of life. 



Professor Gairdner, of Glasgow, was offered the distin- 
guished honor of knighthood upon the occasion of the Queen's 
.jubilee, but very sensibly declined. 

Dr. Joseph C. Hutchinson, professor of operative clinical 
-surgery in the Long Island Hospital College, died July 17th. He 
Was born in Howard County, Md., and was held in high esteem 
Mn Brooklyn. 



1887.] 



(£orrespon^ence. 

STATISTICS ON LONGEVITY. 

To the Editors op the St. Louis Mrdigal and Surgical Journal. 

Eadorsiag fully the coneluaioas in the editorial of the July 
number of the Journal, I am inclined to believe that it would be 
a great step in this matter of statistics on longevity, if they were 
or could be extended to the so to speak pre-historic conditions of 
€very individual under survey. The interesting report In the 
editorial about the contrasting habits of life among the old Bavarian 
•chaps of the royal ablution, seems to point in this direction, and 
would without the inference in view remain entirely obscure. 
But it is physiologically as plain as true, that in the bodily de- 
velopment of a person the first two score years, as to the form- 
•ation of backbones, tell ten times as much as all succeeding 
years, and centenarians' statistics which leave out of consideration 
pertinent dietetic points are bereft of their most precious quali- 
ties. 

In most cases it will be an intricate labor to draw from the 
Bubject of inquiry any direct elucidation about the rationale of 
the hygiene observed in their youth and infancy, or the sins 
■committed against it. But as old folks usually remember the facts 
x>t their infancy better than those of middle life, it will not be 
difficult to profit by their loquacity and elicit by circumstantial 
evidence the relevant points, as well with regard to their treat- 
ment, as to their own behavior. 

All well considered statistics on longevity, I should judge, 
ought to go even beyond that. The ancient notion of nobility 
of birth was not so devoid of sense as its abusive political ap- 
plication has made it. We can not help tracing bacK our bodily 
and mental constitution to the parental conjunction, and our 
peculiar moral and intellectual being is conditioned by the seem- 
ingly casual fact of there being more of the father or of the 
mother, when our embryonic career was initiated. I cannot, 
even from mj'^ own personal experience, ]ie\p holding that the 
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degree of casualty in this regard, so far from being a matter of 
an ungovernable fate and altogether outside of the reach of our 
will, may be brought under control, and that procreation, if more 
deeply understood, could be, if not a voluntary act, at least 
more than what justifies the terminus technicus of Mme. Bernard, 
who calls her children "mes accidents,** There is a difference in 
fathers, and I am satisfied a considerably greater one in mothers^ 
But apart from this mere fact, or what we might call the potential 
difference, there is a kinetical one too, and a child is what it ig 
by virtue of the potential qualities having to their full scope been 
translated into kinetical faculty. 

Now then, in the parental conjunction can these fundamental 
points in a person's life fail to exert an influence upon the degree 
of longevity ? Or is it not rather probable that the innate source 
of robusticity or weakness, conditioned by the biological relation 
of an individuars offspring, are of greater weight among the items 
which influence longlivedness^. than all those tobacco, beer and 
whiskey points, the making of which so far serve only to dis- 
credit our statistics and to muddle our dietetics? 

The analogy of animal and plant life even seems to conflrm 
this view. The enormous successes of stock men in breeding 
superior offspring rest on these principles, and a very limited ex- 
perience onlj', is needed in this branch of industry to be struck 
with the truth that a happy reunion of individualities encloses a 
a virtue of procreation which vies with the most renowned won- 
ders of mythology ; and as to plant life it needs an exceedingly 
limited qbservation only to see the dictum of Liebig* confirmed^ 
that all other things being equal, it is the flrst taking root of a 
plant, which, in its whole development, is the decisive point,, 
and that, consequently, the selection of good seed is of so much 
consequence. 

There is a scientiflc background to the jocose saying '*in the- 
selection of one's parents one can not be too cautious." 

C. A. F. LiNDORME, Ph. D., M. D. 
Fort Reed, Fla. 



*p. 196 of "Die Chemie in ihrer Anwendung auf Agricultur und Physiologie.** 
Braunsch. 1876. 



The New Hall of Anatomy at Vienna, will be erected in a 
short time, at a cost of nearly a quarter of a million of dollars. 
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INSOMNIA. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal: 

When the professor of pathology and therapeutics of the 
Boston Dental College, it came in my way to speak of insomnia 
■and I advised that 'prompt sleep might be secured to the hard 
brain-worker by a vigorous walk of a iLile or so just before re- 
tiring. The president of the institution put this suggestion 
into practice on several occasions with the desired effect. One 
of the students, a man in middle life and cumbered with many 
<;ares, often found that he could not go to sleep for some time 
after going to bed. He thought of what I said, got up, took his 
tjane and walked the blood from his "fussed-up head" into the 
'large muscles of locomotion, thereby producing such cerebral 
ansemia as conduced to prompt sleep. It requires but little reflec- 
tion to see how philosophical is muscular exercise as compared to 
brain congestion in inducing prompt, sound, refreshing sleep. 

Much of the tortured sleep of brain-workers might be wholly 

overcome by a judicous resort to the implements ef husbandry. 

E. Chenery, M. D. 
65 Chandler St., Boston, Mass. 

THE TAIT CONTROVERSY. 

[The following correspondence is published with the permission of 
Drs. Bernays and Johnstone and will no doubt be read with interest 
by all of our readers. — Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical 
Journal. 

Dr. Arthur W. Johnstone, 

Danville, Ky. 
My Dear Sir : — ^Knowing that, during a prolonged visit to 
England, you enjoyed unusual opportunities of seeing Mr. 
Lawson Tait's work, I take the liberty of calling your attention 
to a series of attacks which have recently appeared in 
American medical journals directed against that gentleman. 
Some bitter attacks, charging Mr. Tait with falsehood have 
appeared, unsupported by any evidence. Might I make so 
bold as to request you to state as completely as possible 
what your relations to Mr. Tait were; what op- 
portunities of judging his methods and results you had, and 
also to state what you may know of the celebrated series o^ 
139 consecutive successful ovariotomies? By complying with 
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^his request you could render a material service, I think, in the 
determination of this most important matter, and one full of 
interest to American surgeons. 

Respectfully, 
St. Louis, Aug. Ist., 1887. Aug. C. Bernats. 

Danville, Ky.*, Aug. 19th, 1887. 

Dr. a. C, Bernats. — Dear Sir: — I have read some of the ar- 
ticles to which you refer, others I have not been able to procure, 
but let me assure you that the authors of those I have seen are- 
worthy of your most heartfelt pity. A flat denial does not con- 
trovert a fact and to those who know most about it, this form of' 
argument in this particular case seems prompted by the most ar- 
rogant ignorance. 

But, before going too deeply into the subject, let me give my 
credentials by stating, as you requested, my relations to Mr. 
Tait. On the 15th of January, 1886, I began a course which, 
as completely as it is possible, made Ids knowledge mine. With 
very few exceptions I not only saw every operation, both public 
and private, but followed the cases afterward whenever I liked,, 
and I had access to the record book as often as I chose. In short, 
after I had been with him a little while I was put in as an assist- 
ant, and when I left on the 15th of July, 1886, I was doing his 
assistant's full work. 

This included not only the ordinate work at the public and his^ 
own private hospital, and trips all over the country where opera- 
tions were to be done, but on dispensary days, when other busi- 
ness called him off, I was left in charge of the whole mass of his. 
public material, and occasionally had to look after some grave 
case at his private hospital, in the home work, of course, the 
nurses had charge of all the instruments and made preparations 
for operations; but I have, time and again, wiatched them at 
work and observed closely the sponges and instruments in all 
stages of being cleaned, and let me assure my American asso- 
ciates, once for all, that there is not the slightest germicide used 
in the whole process. 

The only thing that the most strict Listerite could feel at 
home with, is the weak solution of carbolic acid in which the 
sponges are soaked before they are put away to dry. That is so 
weak that its only possible effect is what Mr. Tait claims: "It 
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keeps moths and flies away from them." When we went to Bris--- 
tol, Nottingham, Coventry, Stratford, etc., etc., I had full charge 
of everything, and I know that nothing but the ordinary house- 
hold supply of water was ever brought into the operating room. 
But anyone who has ever seen Mr. Tait operate on a bad case, 
could tell that the fluid used was harmless, from the fact that if 
his washing tube runs badly he does not hesitate to put the pomt 
of it in his mouth and suck it until the stream comes in full force. 
Were any germicide there a child would know he would long 
since have ceased to lead the world. So, a« for his methods, I 
can say most positively from a six months' experience of the. 
most intimate relationship, that they are of the simplest, and that 
he relies for success on good, clean, rapid operating, and not on 
the fetish of germicides. As for his results they are all that, 
has been claimed for them. 

In regard to the 139 aeries of which you speak, with two excep-j. 
tions, I think, I know more of them than any other living man, 
besides Mr, Tait. These two are Dr. John W. Taylor and. 
Dr. Annie E. Clarke, who were his regular assistants throughout 
the series. I reached England just after the close of the yeais 
1885, so that I saw none of the operations done, but some of the 
patients were still in the hospital wards and many of them I had 
occasionally lo look after in the dispensary practice referred to, 
I not only read the original manuscript before it was given to the 
local society in Birmingham, and looked through the record book 
in which their histories were kept, but had ample opportunities in 
talks with the assistants, nurses and matrons to have gotten on 
the trail of any case that was either not recorded or whose hist 
tory had been improperly kept. 

The records themselves as published give not only the name^ 
date of operation and residence of the patient, but the phj-sician iq 
charge, and in each private history book, not only the name of 
each nurse and assistant but also the names of all visitors present, 
so that, with all these clews ta each case, heartily hated as Mr^ 
Tait is by the jealous rivals he has sp far OMtstripped, you may 
be sure that had there been the least thing wrong with this crown<« 
ing table I would not have been forced to come to America to hea^ 
the first doubt of its truth. When I first saw the articles to whicl^ 
you call my attention I merely pitied their writers' ignorance, for 
it showed me one of two things, that they were either hones^t 
doubters who had not kept up. with the remarkable runs of th^ 
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Keiths, Bantock, Savage, Thornton, Greig, Smith and some of the 
continental operatorb, and thus were not prepared for the as- 
tounding endurance of the peritoneum when properly handled, 
which this series demonstrates ; or that like many others, of which 
history gives us numerous examples, they were glad to be lifted 
from the oblivion of an obscure mediocrity even if it were merely 
to go on record as having held a controversy with one of the lead- 
ing men of the age. In either case I felt that Mr. Tait's work was 
able to take care of itself and needed no help from me, but your 
letter confirmed an idea which has gradually been growing on me 
for some time, and that is there are many American practitioners 
who have neither time nor opportunity to investigate for them- 
selves the verity of these statistics and it is for their benefit and 
the good of the patients under their care, that I go thus far out 
of my way "to meddle in an affair that does not concern- me," 
and apparently defend a man. who really needs nothing but con- 
gratulations. All that anyone need d3 to find what the English 
profession think of him and his work, is to read carefully that 
splendid book on abdominal surgery, just from the pen of one of 
the best surgeons in England, Greig Smith, of Bristol. Now, 
when I say England, I do not mean London, for with its denizens 
like the average metropolitan of all lands, it is an unpardonable 
social crime to know or acknowledge that anything good can be 
accomplished outside jts bounds, and to their minds existence 
outside the city limits is merely that of a vegetable.^ So you see 
the Obstetrical Society had, in this prejudice, a weapon ready 
made with which to crush the *' country upstart" who dared to 
criticise the methods of their "Nestor" and who had the temerity 
not only to lay out new lines of saving life, but the ability to dis- 
tance them all in the old. What we are now getting in America 
is merely the discontent of the defeated leaders of the past 
decades, voiced by a few who know so little as to think that Lon- 
don is England. But do not understand me to say that the Ob- 
stetrical Society is the sole exponent of London thought. For 
like the repetitions to which history is so prone, those who have 
«o long held the reins are now frowning on and trying to stamp 
as Bohemians the members of the Bristol Gynaecological Society, 
which while it is the youngest still is the most progressive body 
in the nation. What these Londoners think of Mr. Tait you can 
tell by noting the fact that he is about the only non-resident of 
this generation who has presided over a London society. 
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Outside of London throughout the country wherever we went 
Mr. Tait was looked up to with pride by the whole British profes* 
«ion and in his own town he is not only the most popular consul- 
tant there, but the social lion of the place. As to what this place 
Birmingham is, very few Americans (not even excepting the 
teachers who so frequently spend their summers abroad and have 
repeatedly been Mr. Tait's guests) actually realizei ts importance 
in the civilized world. In America we ordinarily hear of it as a 
place of four hundred and fifty thousand people and at once con* 
elude that its commercial importance is about like that of St 
Louis or Chicago, whereas the truth, is that it is merely thefashion* 
Able quarter of a city of over three millions of people. 

With that strange tenacity by which the English adhere to old 
names, old customs and old bounderies, the Black Country in 
which this city stands is still cut up into the various village and 
borough corporations that it had before its mines were worked 
and its only interest was agriculture. Now, however, all the way 
from Birmingham to Wolverhampton, a distance of twenty-two 
miles, it is one solid city, which looRs more like Pittsburg did ten 
years ago than anything we have on this side. Birmingham, 
however, contains the banks, central offices, hospitals, etc., etc., 
which go to make it the capital of what the English call their 
-''Midland Counties." 

The abdominal work of this section is done almost entirely by 
three men — ^Tait, Savage and Maylins. 

Just think of the group of cities around New York harbor 
thrown into one, with only three operators, one of them doing 
more work than both the others put together and you will have 
Tait's relations to his home town. 

Now add the rest of the population of Great Britain and you 
liave the source from which this consultation business is drawn ; or 
I might truthfully say, all the rest of the English-speaking 
world . For while I was with him I saw him operate on cases 
from Connecticut, New Y«rk and Chicago in this country, 
from Melbourne, Australia, from Cape Town, from Calcutta and 
Hong Kong. With such a mass to draw from is it any wonder 
that he so far outstrips all competitors in numbers or that with 
:«uch constant use his fingers have acquired such great dexterity ? 
It is this wonderful sense of touch that enables him to deal with 
vesico- vaginal fistula as he does. His method of doing that, as 
in all other plastic work, is, instead of denuding, to split the edged 
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of whatever surfaces he wishes to join and so place the stitches 
that when they are brought together the internal membrane la 
turned into the cavity of its viscus and stands opposite the cor- 
responding flap on the other-side the ring with their raw surfaces 
opposed. The external membrane from either side of the open- 
ing which he wishes to close is turned odtward with its raw sur-. 
faces opposed to each other except at the spot where the ends of 
the suture knots project from between their raw surfaces, thus 
making the finished union of the vesico-vaginal septum exactly 
that which the engineer makes in joining steampipes where a 
great pressure is to be withstood. As he has been badly under- 
stood by some as to the way in which these stitches are placed y 
at the risk of being tedious, I will once more attempt to explain 
it. Say for instance, you have an opening on the vesico-vaginal 
septum one-third of an inch in diameter, with a knife or pair of scis- 
sors at the very edge of this ring, he would begin to separate the 
vesical from the vaginal mucous membrane. After extending this 
separation entirely around the ring for a depth say one-fourth to 
a half inch, after turning the vesical membrane into the bladder 
and drawing the vaginal into its own cavity, with a handled needle 
he would enter the vaginal flap on its raw surface a short distance 
from its cutaneous margin keeping the needle buried in the tis- 
sues, he would pass across the septum and bring the needle out 
at a point in the raw surface of the vesical flap corresponding to 
the one at which he had entered the vaginal, then by catching the- 
cat gut suture near the vesical flap, and holding it while he with> 
draws the needle, he has thus put in place the first half of the 
suture ; now going to the opposite side of the ring, the needle is. 
introduced again in exactly the same way, and by either thread- 
ing it into the eye of the needle, or what is still easier to accom- 
plish, looping the vesical end of the suture already described into 
a thread with which the needle was armed before introduction,, 
by simply withdrawing the needle the second half of the suture 
is brought into position. Now, by tying a series of sutures so^ 
placed, the inversions and eversions already described are accom- 
plished, and the union thus obtained is not only that of the sep- 
tum alone (as we used to get it in the old denudation operations )^ 
but it is that of an external and internal buttress in addition ; 
thus making the cicatrix doubly strong in case we get union, but 
if union should fail, the flaps simply unite in their old position, 
leaving the opening no larger than it was before, which is rarely 
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the case after a failure from the old paring operations. By this 
means I saw Mr.Tait succeed with an inch and a half to two> inch op- 
ening, on which Baker Brown had failed twenty years before; The 
reason why Mr.Tait has seen so many of these cases is the iiaet as I 
have already intimated that he has charge of the largest prac- 
tice that any man in this generation has ever attempted to handle- 
and from the lately increased facilities of travel I would not be- 
surprised if it is the largest clientele of desperate cases the 
world ever saw, for a large proportion of his practice is made up* 
of the failures of other men. 

His perinuBum work is done in the same way and for complete 
tears, it is the most certain as well as the most perfect of all 
plastic operations, and with some modifications of it in those sub- 
cutaneous muscular breakages of which we now hear so much, I 
believe it will prove equally good. So you see, my dearBernays, 
that the shadow must follow the light and that great eminence al- 
ways means opposition. Galileo had his Loreni, Michael Angelo 
his Banslinelli, Harvey his Riolauns and all who attempt to scale 
the same dizzy heights must expect to do it at the expense of 
the friendship of most of those over whom their shadow falls. 

The clamor which these people raise is merely the crucible in 
which the work of these artists is tested. 

The hotter the fire the purer the gold and that Lawson Tait's 
labors will come from the furnace pure and everlasting is the be- 
lief of 

Your friend, 

Arthur W. Johnstone. 



The next Italian Congress of Medicine will take place at 
Pavia, Sept. 19-24, 1887. 

The American Dermatological Association will hold its 
next annual meeting at Baltimore, Aug. 31st and Sept. 1st and 
2d prox. Dr. H. G. Piffard, of New York, is the president. 

The American Ophthalmological Society elected the fol- 
lowing officers to serve for the ensuing year : President, Dr. 
William F. Norris ; Vice-President, Dr. Hasket Derby ; Secre- 
tary and Treasurer, Dr. O. F. Wadsworth ; Corresponding See- 
cretary. Dr. J. S. Prout. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS. 



Before many days are over, the Ninth International Medical 

Congress will have assembled. A fair attendance of distinguished 
foreign gentlemen is assured; a varied and interesting pro- 
gramme has been published and it is pretty certain that the finan- 
cial backing will be amply sufficient. What is desired now is a 
full representation of the American profession, and this can only 
be secured by a large attendance* With reduced railroad and 
hotel fares, and the rapid means of travel now at our command, 
there can be no excuse for non-attendance at so important a 
medical meeting. 

It is twenty-one years since the Congress met in this country 
and, unfortunately, the meeting then held at Philadelphia, was 
not a pronounced success. This, in great part, accounts for the 
backwardness exhibited by Europeans in attending the present 
Congress. If we can show them that we can achieve a success 
this time, we need never fear any such trouble again. Of course, 
the squabbling which was indulged in by some of the leaders of 
opposing factions, has been very detrimental to the interests of 
the Congress ; but, despite this, it can be made a success if all 
unite in the effort to do so. 
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This may entail a Ifttle more labor on the part of those who 
work in its interests » but theirs will be the' greater honor in mak- 
ing a success, and, should such an unexpected contingency as a 
failure arise, they have labored in a good cause, and will have no 
occasion to be ashamed of having taken an active interest in the 
Congress. 

We have spoken frequently upon this subject, and whatever 
personal feelings individuals may have as to minor matters, we 
still hold that it is the duty of all, as Americans and as representa- 
tives of the medical profession, to do all in their power to make 
the Congress a success in every possible way. 



PROPRIETARY MEDICINES- SHOULD PHYSICIANS PRE- 
SCRIBE AND RECOMMEND THEM? 



'^Should the physician use in his daily practice a 'proprietary' 
medicine? Can he, as a reputable practitioner, recommend these 
preparations in his correspondence with medical journals, without 
lowering the[dignity of his profession or making himself amenable 
to discipline for a violation of time honored principles of medical 
ethics?" 

These questions have been put to this Journal, and perhaps to 
others, with the request that they be answered editorially ; and 
while, as put, they are very broad, admitting of much latitude 
in replying, we think we but voice the general opinion of those 
who have given the subject any thought, in answering both of 
them, in a general way, in the affirmative. 

The gist of the whole matter depends upon what is meant by 
the term ''proprietary medicine." In its limited and best sense 
we understand by the term a remedy of which the ingredients and 
their proportions are made known to the profession, and the 
trade or proprietary name of which is alone protected by law» 
When such preparations are made exclusively for the use of the 
medical profession, and are advertised exclusively in medical 
journals, we cannot see any possible lowering of professional 
dignity or deviation from "time honored principles of medical 
ethics" on the part of the physician who uses them in his daily 
practice or who recommends them in his communications to med- 
ical journals. 

The name, in this class of proprietary medicines, is to be re- 
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yarded simply as the guinea's stamp — a guarantee of the purity 
and genuineness of the product, and the registration of it — patent- 
ing it, if you please, is as much for the protection of the physi- 
'Ciians who use it as for the parties who manufacture the remedy. 
It in no sense makes the drug a '^patent medicine" any more 
than does the writing of "Fairchild" before pepsin, **Merck" be- 
fore or after an alkaloid, or '*Schering" or "Squibb" before chlor- 
oform, transfer these chemicals into that category. These men — 
Merck, Schering, Fairchild, Squibb, and a few others, have de- 
"ivoted their lives and spent enormous sums of money in making 
their products the purest and best that can be attained by human 
honesty .and human ingenuity ; and as a reward their names at- 
tached in copyrighted labels to their chemicals stand as a perpetual 
.:guarantee to the physician and patient against the fraud and 
greed of less honest manufacturers, and it would be a great injus- 
tice to them as well as to the profession and public to deprive 
them of this guarantee. 

The question may be, and frequently is asked by the purists, 
usually by the very old, or by very young members of the medi- 
cal or pharmaceutical profession aspiring to be considered very 
scientific, "why should a physician resort to these ready-made pre- 
scriptions at all? Why does he not draw upon his own knowl- 
•edge of applied therapeutics and write out his own formulae in 
every case? Why does he prescribe this one's sugar-coated pills 
or that one's gelatin covered granules?" 

Why, indeed ? Simply because he knows that these articles, 
being made in vast quantities, by improved apparatus and ap- 
pliances, manipulated by highly trained and educated employees, 
and directed by skilled chemists, can be made better, more ac- 
curately' and far cheaper than they could be compounded by the 
most skillful prescriptionist. He does it for the same reason that 
he buys a watch ready made from the jeweler, or a buggy ready 
made from the carriage maker. 

The most serious charge that is brought against the makers of 
some of the best known, most valuable and most frequently used 
proprietary medicines, is that the formulae given by the manu- 
facturers are not the true ones, or as Dr. Craighill, of Lynch- 
burg, Va., in a paper read before the Virginia Pharmaceutical 
Association, at its last May meeting, (published in the Virginia 
Medical Monthly for June, 1887), puts it "a patented proprietary 
remedy which professes to publish its formulary hut does not.*' 
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If this charge were true, it would indeed be a grave one and a 
.just cause for the banishment of such medicines from the list of 
those which the physician may use ^ ^without lowering the stand- 
ard of professional dignity," etc. 

But when we examine into the matter, we find the sole ground 
ior the charge to be that when the ingredients as named are put 
together by the physician himself, or by the prescriptionist, off- 
hand, though it may be secundum artem^ the result frequently 
differs very widely from the preparation which it is intended to 
imitate. This fact would go far to prove the charge did we not 
•remember that in all chemical processes manipulation has a great 
deal to do with results, and that the dement of time has a value 
that nothing else can supply. A mixture in which no amount of 
shaking will produce combination or solution off-hand, or no 
amount of filtration will clarify, will frequently become perfectly 
limpid when given the requisite length of time. We are informed 
by Mr. Lambert that Listerine requires eleven days in its prepa- 
ration, and Messrs. Battle & Co. tell us that Bromidia, for in- 
stance, requires six days for the thorough combination of its in- 
gredients. We have no doubt that many other such remedies 
require even more time for their perfection, and no amount of 
skill on the part of the pharmacist can possibly make up for this 
element in their preparation. These facts are fully recognized 
•in France a^d Germany, and we find the highest class of the 
medical journals of these countries full of advertisements and 
notices of preparations exactly analogous to our' proprietary 
remedies. 



Such is Fame, Indeed ! — ^Not long ago, under the heading, 
^* Coals to Newcastle," we noted the travels of an item from this 
Journal which had been appropriated by various foreign journals 
and finally got back into English accredited to one of the thieves. 
It was a condensation of a paper by Dr. Prince A. Morrow, 
whose name was twisted by the French, German and Italian 
^ribbers into such shape that his own mother would not have 
recognized it. The same gentleman is now quoted by the Lyon 
Medical (on the treatment of favus) as Dr. Pbince A. Morroe. 
Such, to use Dr. Morrow's own words in regard to the other 
litem, is fame! 
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Department of ITltcroscopg. 

CONDUCTED BY 

Frank L. James, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

Cole's Studies. — ^After a recess of several months, the pub- 
lishers of this series of microscopical brochures (accompanied 
by slides of the material described in the text). Mess. J. G. 
Hammond & Co., of Birmingham, England, have issued the re- 
maining numbers of the series of 1887, viz. : numbers 10, 11 
and 12 of each section. Section 1 (botanical histology) embraces 
in this faseiculum the resin glands of psoralia hirta, petiole of 
ivy, and a section of young twig of aristolocJu'a sipho. Section 2 
(animal histology) embraces the ovotestis of Roman snail, liver 
fluke and a ripe section of tape- worm {Taenia mediocanellata) . 
Section 3 (pathological histology) illustrates the embolic infarct 
of kidney, tubercular renal phthisis, and epithelioma of kidney. 
^Section 4 consists of objects for popular study or examination 
with the microscope, the present numbers including the seed of 
the sun-ray, the odontophore of cyclostoma elegant, and tingis 
hystricellus. We cannot say too much in praise of the value of 
these publications and preparations, and especially of those of 
section three (pathological histology), to practical students of 
microscopy. This section is invaluable to the physician learning 
the use of the microscope in a clinical way, as it gives him an 
actual standard with which to compare his own preparations and 
thus enables him to make a diagnosis in doubtful cases. They 
may be had through Messrs. Queen & Co., of Philadelphia, who 
are the sole agents in America of the publishers. 

Typhoid Bacillus of Erb. — At the seance of July 27th, of 
the Society des Sciences Medicales de Lyon, M. Rodet presented 
some slides made from the sediment of drinking waters in places, 
recentl}'^ decimated hy typhoid fever, and at the same time some 
mounts prepared from a mesenteric ganglion of one of the de- 
ceased typhoid ])atients In all of them the typhoid bacillus of 
Erb was present in great quantify and the bacilli in the sediment- 
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ary mounts were identical with those in the mounts of mesenteria 
ganglion, thus going far to prove the fact that Erb's is the true 
bacillus of typhoid. 

A Protoplasmic Reticulum. — Under this heading, Dr. C, 
H. Stowell, of the University of Michigan, and whose magnificent 
work on the Human Tooth was noticed by us some time ago, re-i 
views the recent articles in Dental Cosmos of Prof. Abbott, Dr, 
Allen and Dr. Andrews, on the reticulum which Heitzmann pro^ 
fesses to have discovered in all of the tissues of the human body, 
the teeth not excepted. The first mentioned of these writers 
(Dr. Abbott) is a devoted pupil of Heitzmann, and declares in 
the article published by him (in Dental Comos for April, 1887) 
that he has found this delicate protoplasmic reticulum even in the 
enamel of the tooth, just as Heitzmann has figured it in his book.. 
The two latter gentlemen, on the contrary, examining Dr. Ab- 
bott's specimens independently, and with the very best lenses 
and appliances obtainable, were utterly unable to find Heitz^ 
mann's reticulum or anything like it. In this they agree with the 
position long ago taken by Dr. Stowell, and maintained up to the 
present time, Heitzmann to the contrary notwithstanding. I 
must confess, as stated in these pages some years ago, that I 
have never been able to see the reticulum, so beautifully figured 
by Heizmann, except when my instrument teas a little out of focus ^ 
Then indeed something of the appearances found by him were to. 
be observed. 

Per-ruthenic Acid, a new Staining Agent. — M. Ranvier, 
to whom we owe so much of our knowledge of the value and 
uses of perosmic acid in histological and pathological micro^. 
scopy , has recently introduced per-ruthenic acid as a reagent in 
the study of the vacuoles of the calciform cells. A portion of 
the retrolingual membrane of a frog stained with the new agent 
was exhibited at the seance of July 18th, last, of the Societe de 
Biologic. The preparation had been kept 10 hours in osmio acid 
solution before being transferred to the solution of per-ruthenic 
acid, where it remained only three minutes. The vacuole cella 
became perfectly black under the treatment and were beauti- 
fully sharp and clear. [Per-ruthenic acid ^Hj Ru2 Or), up 
to very recently at least, has never been obtained in a free state^ 
nor has the corresponding oxide (Ruj O7) been separated. It 
is one of the hypothetical acids, and I am curious to know 
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Vhen and how Prof. Ranvier obtained it. Potassium per- 
iruthenate is a black, shining salt, well enough known to 
t^hemists, and as it makes a black solution,* it is possible that this 
isalt has been used as the reagent. F. L. J.] 

The American Society of Microscopists. — Before this 
^hall have reached most of our readers the American Society of 
Microscopists will have convened in their tenth annual gathering. 
The place of meeting is, as stated hitherto, Pittsburgh, Pa., no 
longer the Smoky but now the Iron City, one of the livest, most 
bustling and beautiful cities in the world. The local society — 
the Iron City Microscopical Club— have taken the matter of pre- 
liminary arrangements in hand, and so far as we may judge by 
the letters and circulars received from them, have certainly put 
their house in most admirable order for the entertainment of vis- 
itors. We shall have a representative present, and all that is of 
interest to medical microscopists will be promptly reported in the 
October Journal. 

Bacillus Anthracis^-^We have received from Dr. C. M. 
Mouser of San Francisco, Cal. , a slide of kidney and one of lung 
\>t guinea pig showing hacillua anthracis in situ. The sections are 
elegant and the stainings perfect. Our only regret is that owing 
'to rough handling in the express office the slides were broken in 
'^transit. There must be some one in the San Francisco post 
office or in some intermediate office who is a fancier of micro- 
scopic specimens, as a former lot of slides sent by Dr. Mouser, 
and one sent by us in return, failed to reach their destination. 
We do not blame anybody, however, for wanting to get hold of 
i>T. Mouser's specimens, as they are simply elegant. 

Slides dfSalicine. — When, some months ago, I made note 
t)f the fact that I had hit upon the method of reduplicating the 
sastonishingly beautiful slides of salicine accidentally made some 
years ago, I had little idea of the possibilities of that alkaloid ia 
the way of strange and gorgeous groupings. Some of my later 
experiments in this direction have resulted in slides utterly throw- 
ing into the shade all former successes. The human eye never be- 
fore dwelt on so wonderful and gorgeous phenomona as are pre- 
tsented in some of these latest slides. All laws and rules of 
^rystalization seem to be set aside, and the material runs riot in 
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•its bewildering forms and combinations. The most beautiful 
auroras and most brilliant pyrotechnics fade into insignificance 
Alongside of some of the latest results. 



tJLINlOAL MICROSCOPICAL TECHNOLOGY. 

Til. URINABY EXAMINATIONS— PARASITES AND FUNGI. 

§ XXII. The Technique in such examinations (i. e. the di- 
Tect method) is very simple. A drop of the urine is carried to 
the slide either with a capillary pipette or on the end of a glass 
Tod and immediately covered with a clean cover glass. A most 
excellent device for this purpose is a bit of platinum wire, looped 
at the end in a circle from one-eighth to three- sixteenths of an 
inch in diameter. The wire being of platinum does not corrode 
:and it can always be thoroughly cleaned by holding it for a few 
moments in the flame of a lamp. 

For all ordinary examinations the plain glass slip will be found 
4iiil^ly sufficient, and it may be used either with or without the 
cement ring. When the latter is employed it should be quite 
shallow, or of a depth secured by one touch of the pencil as the 
slip revolves on the turn-rable. 

Where a closer examination is desired as, for instance, when 
•one wishes to observe the movements of the elements, sporula- 
tion, development, etc., another form of slip is necessary, viz: 
one of the various forms of life-slide. There are a number of 
these devices made by the instrument makers, and to be found Jn 
their illustrated catalogues. The best, in my opinion, is that in 
which the the humid chamber consists of an annular depression 
or furrow cut into the slip. The surface of the central button 
^hich is left is polished down so as to leave a minute space be- 
tween it and the cover-glass when the latter is applied. This ar- 
rangement gives abundant space for the multiplication of the 
organisms and at the same time secures a thin layer of fluid for 
examination. The student can easily make one of these slides 
for himself by cementing, with balsam or di<mar, a thick half-inch 
ToUnd cover- glass to the centre of a slip and then spinning a ring 
with zinc cement around it, leaving a space of at least an eighth 
*of an inch between the ring and the cover-glass. The ring 
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should be the least trifle higher than the surface of the cover-glas8> 
as explained above. 

§ XXIII. Examination with Reagents. The technique of 
the examiniation of urine for specific or pathogenic bacteria will 
be butered into more fully under the general heading of Bacter- 
iological Examination of Fluids, as the processes are essentially 
the same in all fluids where staining, etc. must be resorted to. 
Without desiring to anticipate these points, however, I will close 
the technology of urinary examinations by describing a ready 
method for the fixation of morphological urinary deposits upon the 
slide when it is desired to resort to differential staining, as in the 
search for bacillus tuberculosis, gonococci, etc. 

After the deposit has been freed, as far as possible, from the 
supernatant fluid, the latter is partly replaced by a solution of 
egg albumen in distilled water, about one part of the former to 
three or four of the latter. The vessel containing the deposit i& 
gently rotated or agitated for a few moments so as to distribute 
the latter throughout the added albuminous fluid. It is then al* 
lowed to stand in a quiet place until the sediment has again sub- 
sided, when the superfluous fluid is drawn off. A drop of %ie 
«ediment can now be withdrawn by a pipette, evenly spread over 
a cover-glass and allowed to dry spontaneously, or the cover-glass- 
may be passed through the flame of a lamp, as in the treatment 
of sputum for similar preparations. The material is then ready 
for staining. In this manner I have made some elegant mounts* 
Of epithelia and other deposits, showing the bacillus of tubercle 
excellently stained. 



St. Charles.County Medical Society.— The regular quarter- 
ly meeting of the St. Charles County Medical Society took place 
on Aug. 16th, at Wentzville, Mo. 

On August 15, Gov. Oglesby appointed Dr. H V. Fer- 
rell, of Williamson county, a member of the State Board of 
Health to succeed Dr. Geo. N. Kreider. resigned. Dr. Ferrell i» 
a graduate of the St. Louis Medical College, and one of the most 
accomplished medical men in Southern Illinois. 
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Department of DermatoIogB anb (Bentto-UrinarH 

Diseases. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

Iodide of Potassium in Psoriasis. — Dr. A. Haalund, phy- 
sician in chief of the Copenhagen General Hospital, in an ex- 
haustive paper on this subject contributed to the Vierteljahres- 
^thrift fuer Dermatologie und Syphilis, gives his experience. 
Fifteen years ago Hebra had condemned the iodine and bromine 
preparations as entirely useless in the treatment of psoriasis. 
The only internal medicine of any value, in this disease, was 
«,r3enic and is to-day almost universally employed . Dr. Haslund 
has followed the iodide of potassium treatment in fi'fty cases and 
reports his results in a detailed manner. Forty cases were cured 
*nd of these twenty-four were men, three women, six boys and 
seven girls. The length of treatment lasted in these cases from 
seventeen days to fifteen weeks. The amount of the drug taken 
in single cases varied from one-hundred and sixty grammes (5 
ounces) to 1520 grammes (47.5 ounces). The rule which has 
been followed in administering the drug is as follows: A solution 
of iodide of potassium in water one in twenty is ordered and a 
tablespoonful of this given four times daily. Small children are 
given a solution one-half of this strength to begin with. In two 
or three days six doses are given ; in a couple of days later eight 
doses and so on, until the patient takes twelve tablespoonfuls a 
day. After this the solution is increased, every second or third 
day, by making it one one-hundredth stronger. The only serious 
case of iodism observed was in a man who was thirty-seven 
years old. The author concludes that iodide of potassium, in 
large doses, is a remedy possessed of tolerable certainty to heal 
the eruption of psoriasis, and there is no remedy with which we 
are acquainted, which, administered internally, will produce re- 
sults in such a short time. In regard to relapses the author says 
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nothing of a positive nature, as he has not had a sufficient length- 
of time to observe the cases he has treated. 

Double Zoster. — Whilst zona or herpes zoster is not a rare 
disease, the double form is one which is quite infrequent. In 
fact, this form is looked upon as so infrequent among the laity, 
that there is a common saying that when ^ ^shingles" encircles the 
body death U certain. At a late meeting of the New York Der- 
matological Society a number of such cases were reported {Jour^ 
nal of Cutaneous and Genito-Urinary Diseases). The following 
were the principal cases reported : Zoster, occupying both sides 
of the neck, double facial zoster, abdominal zoster on oae side 
and thoracic on the other, double ophthalmic zoster, double 
abdominal zoster, abdominal zoster on one side and gluteal on the 
other, etc. Zoster of the extremitie's has Deen observed by a 
number and a number of interesting cases were reported such as 
zoster gangrenosa. Among the complications of zoster which were 
mentioned, were iritis, paralysis, gangrene, persistent pruritus 
which lasted several years, etc. 

Horny Growth of the Penis. — Horny growths of the penis, 
are somewhat' of a rarity. Fourteen cases have been accurately 
described, Vfhilst some others have been vaguely referred to by 
some authors. The latest contribution to this subject is by Dr.. 
Jno. H. Brinton, in the Medical News. The case reported occur- 
red in a farmer, aged 62, and the horn had been growing for 
more than four years, it having originated in a large wart which 
itched greatly at times. On examination the horny growth was 
found to spring from the base of the glans, at its coronal border 
and was firmly attached to both the glans and prepuce. It was- 
one and seven-eighths inches long, one and three-eighths in cir- 
cumference at the base, curving forward and tapering slightly. 
On the dorsum, about a half inch in front of the corona, a plate 
of horny tissue, varying in width from one to three-quarters of 
an inch, encircled the end of the glans. This covered the glans^ 
had destroyed the frenum and narrowed the meatus to a pin- 
point. Amputation of the glans behind the corona was prac- 
ticed. Rapid recovery took place. The growth was found, on 
microscopic examination, to consist of densely packed epithelial 
cells of the squamous variety in a dry and shrivelled state. 

Syphilitic Origin of Interstitial Keratitis. — Modern 
syphilographers have paid much attention to the clinical aspects- 
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of hereditary syphilis and the affections of the eyes observed ia 
this disease have particularly engaged oculists in accurately re« 
cording them. As a result of these combined observations many 
new facts are being daily added to what we already know with 
some degree of positive confidence. The fact that interstitial^ 
keratitis is one of these signs is not yet established positively but 
all thorough clinical observations tend to coafirm Hutchinson's 
views on the subject. Dr. A. Trousseau has lately made a series 
of observations, the results of which, together with elaborate 
tabulations, we find in the AnncUes de Dermatolcgie et de SyphiU 
igraphie. He bases the following conclusions upon the material 
he has studied : . He thinks that, before long, the heredito-syphiU 
itic origin of interstitial keratitis will be firmly established. In, 
no case has any other cause been found, except malnutrition or 
rather deficiency of nutrition, the cachexia which itself is due ta 
syphilis. This simply means that the keratitis is of syphilitio 
origin, for as Fournier has said, syphilis does not produce 
syphilis solely, but brings about a general disturbance of the. 
organism which is responsible for the effects produced. 

Reaction of Gonorrhceal Pus. — M. P. Aubert has written 
a series of editorials in Lyon Medical on the above subject and^ 
he concludes that the gonococcus develops with the most intensity 
and persistence on surfaces whose reaction is normally alkaline, 
such as the eye, urethra, uterus, ovular and seminal ducts. The 
pus itself, either on account of an inherent quality or of the 
medium in which it propagates, is alkaline in reaction. The 
alkalinity of synovial fluid would then account for gonorrhoea! 
rheumatism. In the bladder, where the acidity of the urine 
neutralizes the alkalinity of the mucus, the gonococcus is not sa 
persistent as in the urethra. The mucous membrane of the 
glans, which is acid^ as also that of the vulva and vagina, aK 
though in constant contact with the pus from the urethra an€( 
uterus, is an unfavorable soil for the evolution of the gonococcus ^ 
The nasal cavity is an exception to this rule, as it is alkaline an(| 
does pot seem to be affected by gonorrhceal pus. The explana^ 
tion of this apparent anomaly may be that it is more difilcult to 
convey the gonorrhceal pus to the nasal cavity. Mr. Edward 8i 
has reported a case in the London Lancet for 1851, Holden also 
speaks of it. Not only this but Holden states in his Lehrlyttch 
der Venerischen Krankheiten that he observed it in the moults 
and other authors have confirmed this. Morrison (in the BuUetiili 
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AUdical du No d, 1874) observed a case of gonorrhoea of the 
umbilicus. In all of these localities the reaction is alkaline. 
iThis would tend to support M. Aubert's view of the subject, in 
general, but proves that he has not devoted sufficient attention to 
the tocography of this disease. 

SHORT TALKS ON DERMATOLOGY. 

Under the above caption the Editor of this Department proposes, 
in each number of the Journal, to give a short practical synopsis of 
the principal points attaching to the diagnosis and treatment of some 
skin disease. No attempt will be made to follow any classification, but 
tliseases will be taken up as they suggest themselves. 

XXIII. Purpura. 

This disease as it affects the skin is one which is seen quite 
frequently as a symptom of grave general conditions, such as 
typhoid fever. In dermatology, however, as a general rule, three 
varieties only are taken into consideration, viz : purpura simplex, 
purpura rheumatica (peliosis rheumatica), and purpura hsemor- 
rhagica or morbus maculosus Werlhoffi. These three varieties 
seem to be rather different in the degree of intensity in which 
they occur as also in the varying severity of the accompanying 
symptoms and conditions. 

Purpura simplex occurs in the form of pink or purplish 
Macules or papules which vary in size from a pin's point, al- 
most, to a split pea. They are at first discrete ; but, in a short 
tiime, they tend to coalesce and then form patches of irregular 
Bize and shape and having a purplish color. The principal area 
X)f distribution is on the legs, more especially the flexor surface 
t)f the thigh and frequently it extends over the buttocks. The 
«krms are also the seat of the disease which, in fact may extend 
to any portion of the integument. It is generally limited to the 
localities already mentioned. The patches, after a certain l^pse 
t)f time, change color, becoming yellowish, greenish, etc. and re- 
sembling the different stages of absorption seen in subcutaneous 
iBffusions of blood. 

Peliosis rheumatica is so called because it is always associated 
\vith rheumatism. The eruption generally appears in the neigh- 
borhood of the affected joints, although it is also frequently 
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found affecting some other portion, such as the abdomen. The 
Jesions are smooth about the size of the nail and in color the same 
as in the simple form of purpura. 

Purpura hssmorrhagica is the most severe form we are called 
upon to treat. In fact, it is an exagerration of the simple form. 
The lesions are larger, more widely distributed and, in addition 
.haemorrhages from the mucous membranes occur. The nose, 
mouth, gums, bowels, etc. bleed freely and sometimes so pro* 
fusely as to endanger the life of the patient. This tendency to 
bleed may be so marked as to show itself in an exudation of 
blood from the macules through the skin and upon its surface. 

There is not much difficulty in making a diagnosis. The sim- 
ple form can be easily differentiated from syphilitic roseola by 
the difference in color and from the fact that, in purpura, the 
macules occur in successive crops. Besides this, the color grad- 
ually changes as absorption goes on. From flea-bites it may b^ 
distinguished by the fact that the small central punctum, indi- 
cative of where the animal's proboscis enters, is wanting. Be- 
sides, the macules of purpura are not so red in appearance and 
fresh ones show themselves every day, for some time. The 
liflemorrhagic form might be confounded with scurvy, but here the 
history will prove sufficient to enable the observer to discriminate 
properly between the two. 

Purpura may last but a few days, in its light form, or it may 
continue for months when the disease is severe. It generally 
lasts a couple of weeks or more, in ordinary cases. 

Purpuric spots are an accompaniment of a number of diseases 
and are seen in the exanthemata occasionally. As they depend 
upon the general condition in those cases, they do not possess 
:any particular importance, unless it is an indication of the sev- 
erity of the disease which is present. 

No adequate cause has been found for purpura. It is more 
often observed in the old, although the hsemorrhagic variety is 
rseen in children. Purpura is sometimes noticed at birth. It is 
generally indicative of a lowered general condition. When seen 
in children it is usually in those whose surroundings are bad, from 
A hygienic point of view. 

This disease is In the nature of an exiravasation of blood 
which occurs in the corium. Later an absorption takes place 
gradually and when complete no indications exist of its former 
jpresence. The size and shape of the macules depend upon the 
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facility with which the exuded blood can distribute itself. At times^ 
the blood is found in the conuective tissue, immediately under the 
skin ; at other times this extravasation is periglandular. 

As far as treatment is concerned, it is to be general, and 
adapted to each particular case. Iron, quinine and the mineral 
acids act well, and ergot exercises some influence upon the escape 
of blood from the vessels. Cold baths should be taken, as well 
as the best of food. The best hygienic conditions should be en- 
forced. Where rheumatism is present it should be treated in the 
best manner possible. In purpura hsemorrhagica, treatment 
should 'be prompt. The condition should be carefully noted and 
the patient closely watched. Where the effusion seems to be 
considerable, astringent washes may be used locally, or ice may 
be applied to prevent a continuance of the process. Ice watfcr 
enemata have been used for the haemorrhage from the bowels^ 
The treatment is that indicated by the general condition and 
which is best calculated to arrest the general haemorrhage whick 
seems to be going on. 

The prognosis in this disease is, of course, to be based upon 
the symptoms in each individual case. In the simple form it is 
good. Under proper treatment, the patient will recover in a 
short time. Feliosis rheumatica is stubborn to all treatment, 
just as its cause (rheumatism) is. In the hsemorrhagic form of 
purpura, the physician should always be guarded in expressing 
an opinion as to the future course of the case. Sometimes death, 
occurs in a very short time, and, in the majority of cases, the 
condition is a very grave one and likely to recur. The process 
itself is one which seriously affects the patient and it is but a. 
small percentage of cases that recover completely. 



Department of Diseases of tlje Cge ciri^ €ar* 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. D. Williams, M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

Globular Glass and Silver Shells Inserted after Evis* 
ceration. — Recently hollow glass balls of spherical form and 
proper size have been inserted into eviscerated eyeballs, and the 
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sclerotic stitched over them for the purpose of preventing the 
gutted ball from collapsing. The glass, being non-irritating 
and non-corrosive, makes a good material for an artificial vit- 
reous humor. Mr. W. P. Eeall has recently used hollow silver 
spheres for this purpose in two cases, and reports (Bristol Gen- 
eral Hospital Report) them successful. A proper incision was 
made through the sclerotic and the eye-balls completely eviscer- 
ated. The silver shells were at once inserted and the sclerotic 
and conjunctiva nicely stitched over them. No pain followed and 
all irritation soon disappeared. It remains to be seen whether 
glass or silver balls will make the best substitute for vitreous 
humors. 

Treatment of Tobacco and Whisky Amblyopia. — ^The 
habitual use of either whisky or tobacco often causes a high de- 
gree of amblyopia, and sometimes total blindness. When both 
are used simultaneously the poisonous effects develope more 
promptly. The bad effects of tobacco result from smoking, never 
from chewing, strange as it may seem. 

Whisky amblyopia developes only in the habitual and regular 
drinker, never in the man who only occasionally gets drunk. The 
ong continued use of either or both together, necessarily must 
precede the involvement of vision. 

In these cases the body is so saturated with nicotine or alcohol,, 
or both, that the retinae and optic nerves, and possibly the brain 
are so blunted that they simply fail to perform their functions • 
Sometimes the optic nerves are congested, at others they are 
blanched, and then again, the appearance of the whole fundus 
may be perfectly normal. The diagnosis can only be made from 
a correct knowledge of the individual's habits. 

The treatment consists simply in prohibiting absolutely the 
use of both articles. Gradual cessation of the habits, however, 
is better than quitting suddenly. It is not every person that cans 
withstand the shock of suddenly giving up such powerful nervines^ 
I usually allow ten days to stop in. 

If such a patient chews, he may be allowed to continue that. 
* 'nasty luxury" as it does not seem to poison the system in any 
way. 

These cases all get well if they will faithfully give up smok- 
ing and drinking. Medication is unnecessary unless it be for 
other conditions than the amblyopia. 
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Diagnosis and Treatment of Keratitis. — Inflammation of 
the cornea is manifested subjectively by pain, photophobia and 
profuse lachrymation, and often imperfection of vision, as when 
the keratitis happens to be central. 

Objectively we find conjunctival congestion and the point or 
points of inflammation will present a gray appearance, from ex- 
udation of lymph in the superficial layers of the cornea. At first 
the surface of the cornea is unbroken, showing no loss of sub- 
stance; soon the whitish infiltration breaks down and sloughs 
away. Now there is a visible loss of substance in the corneal 
surface, and the keratitis has passed over into ulceration of the 
cornea, which always implies more or less loss of substance. 

Keratitis, therefore^ may be regarded as the beginning, or 
primary stage, of ulceration. It follows that inflammation and 
ulceration of the cornea require the same treatment, being differ- 
ent stages of the same disease. 

The proper treatment is simple and can be briefly given : In 
giving the treatment for burns of the cornea, I stated that atro- 
pine sulphate, when used locally in solution, exerts apparently a 
specific action on all inflammatory diseases of the cornea. Burns 
of the cornea are only traumatic keratites, or traumatic ulcera- 
tions, as the case may be. The treatment of keratitis, therefore, 
consists in the local use of a solution of atropine sulphate, 4 grs. 
to the ounce of water, for a grown person. This is to be dropped 
into the eye three to five times a day, according to the severity 
of the inflammation. Ordinarily this is the only remedy neces- 
sary to be used, the keratitis healing rapidly under its use. In 
severe cases, where the pain persists in spite pt the atropine 
solution, about the same amount of cocaine hydrochlorate may 
be added to the atropine solution. This latter has no other effect 
than to control the sufl'ering. Before the latter came into use, I 
was in the habit of giving in these persistently painful cases ^ 
quinine and opium combined. Otherwise I give no internal 
medication, if the patient is healthy. 

I do not tie the eyes up, as I believe it has a bad efl"ect by 
confining the secretions and keeping the eyes too hot. 

To guard against the strong light, I have patients wear deep 
smoked glasses or ordinary shades. Ordinarily, the treatment 
of keratitis gives satisfactory results, as it usually gets rapidly 
well. Astringents and irritants must never be used in keratitis. 
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Cataracta Pyramidalis Hereditary for Several Genera- 
tions. — Some time since, I examined a gentleman of this city, 
about 50 years old, for selection of proper glasses. In the course 
of the examination, I discovered a small, white, round spot in 
the center of the anterior capsule of both lenses. They were so 
small they did not perceptibly interfere with vision. On close 
inspection I found the spots were apparently on the surface of 
the capsules and were pyramidal in form, constituting typical 
cataractoe pyramidcUes. The gentleman stated that he was bom 
with these white spots in his eyes, and that they had not changed 
a particle since his birth. The history of his family showed that 
these white spots were present in several generations, being al« 
ways congenital and never changing in the least. The fatlier 
had exactly similar spots in both eyes ; one brother, two sisters, 
and all three of his own children have the same appearances. 
Occurring in so many of the family, shows positively that the 
trouble is hereditary. I never knew of such spots descending 
from progenitors to offspring before. 

Pyramidal cataract was hitherto supposed to be the result of an 
accident and not inherited. The history of the above family 
would seem to show that we must change our notions of the na- 
ture and cause of cataracta pyramidalis. Heretofore these spots 
on the anterior capsule have been attributed to a central perforat- 
ing ulcer of the cornea, letting the aqueous escape and allowing 
the lens to come up against the posterior surface of the cornea. 
Lymph from the ulcer is deposited upon the capsule. When the 
ulcer heals, the lens is pushed back into its proper place and a 
dab of lymph remains on its surface. Thus cataracta pyramid- 
alis is supposed to be formed. It is easy to understand that 
such an accident is not likely to occur in both eyes and certainly 
can never be inherited. 

I never did believe that this explanation applied to all cases of 
this form of cataract: certainly it cannot be made to apply to the 
above family, where the trouble is unquestionably hereditary, I 
can give no satisfactory explanation., r f- 
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ZTledtcal progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Tincture of Iodine as a Revulsive. — La Normandfe M4- 
diccUe says that when poured upon a little pledget of absorbent 
cotton and held tightly against the skin, tincture of iodine is a 
rapid, energetic and certain revulsive. An effect but little short 
of actual blistering is thus obtained in from ten minutes to a 
quarter of an hour. 

To Administer Castor Oil and mask its taste, M. Leger 
recommends (in the Revue de Thirapeutique) emulsionizing it 
with casein (which when pure has the property of thus combin- 
ing with oils, essences and resins). His formula is as follows : 

Castor Oil 15 parts. 

Cherry-laurel water 6 ** 

Distilled water 100 " 

Saccharated casein sufficient to make an emulsion. 

Subcutaneous Injections of Calomel and the yellow 
oxide of mercury are vigorously condemned by M. Delpech in a 
communication to the Society de Therapeutique. He says that 
the substances thus brought into the alkaline chlorides of the 
body are slowly converted into mercuric chloride and that the 
latter is sure sooner or later to cause nodosities in the subcuta- 
neous cellular tissue and neuralgias of the nerves in tha 
immediate neighborhood of the injections. 

Compound Wine of Creosote. — Fraenkel recommends the 
following in the incipiency of pulmonary tuberculosis, where the 
temperature does not range above 101^-102® F. : 

Bt Creosote SJ"^^' 

Tinct. of Grentian Jj. 

Alcohol Jviij. 

Sherry wine enough to make Oij. 

M. 

The remedy should be administered in doses of a half ounce 
two or three times a day. 
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Acetanilid in Epilepsy. — M. Mabille and Dr. Ramadier 
liave communicated to the Societe Medico-Psychologique the re- 
sults of their experiences with acetanilid in the treatment of epi- 
lepsy. The remedy when administered in doses gradually aug- 
mented from a minimum up to 45 grains daily to men, and 40 
.grains to women, has proven entirely inefficacious in every in- 
stance. Not only this, but the drug produces a cyanosing which 
is alarming to onlookers to say the least. They, however, admit 
that they could discover no bad sequelae in the 22 cases (11 male 
^nd a like number of female epileptics) experimented upon. M. 
Lepine, on the contrary, declares that in every case of vertiginous 
epilepsy in which he administered acetanilid he had good results. 
He makes light of the cyanosis of the face, and attributes it to a 
xapid conversion of oxyhsemoglobin into methsemoglobin, not 
dangerous in the slightest degree. 

Instantaneous Cure of Rheumatical Lumbago. — Prof. 
Germain See relates a case of rheumatical lumbago treated by 
him at the H6tel Dieu, (Salle Augustin, bed 18) in which an in« 
<stantaneous cure was made by subcutaneous injection of 8 grains 
of antipyrin. The man had suffered constantly for four days be- 
fore treatment and was not able to move from the bed. The lum- 
bago disappeared with the very first injection and never returned, 
though the remedy was continued for a few days as a precau- 
tion against relapse. In other cases of articular rheumatism (of 
the fingers, toes, etc) the remedy, while not instantaneous, was 
rapid and sure. [Some years ago a patient of mine, Maj. John 
T. Burns, ex-comptroller of the State of Georgia, after suffering 
for three days with rheumatical lumbago, was instantly and per- 
manently relieved by two hypodermic injections of bisulphate of 
•quinine, each injection containing 8 grains of the salt. — F. L. J.] 

Antipyrine Hypodermically as a Substitute for Mor- 
phine.-— In a communication to the Acad6mie des Sciences M, 
Germain See insists upon the advantages of antipyrine employ- 
ed subcutaneously as an anodyne in the place of morphine. 
»Seven and a half or eight grains of antipyrine, dissolved in as 
jnany minims of distilled water, is quite sufficient, says the author 
to quiet pain from whatever cause it may arise. The injection 
-canses some pain, but this rapidly vanishes. M. See has used 
the remedy with uniform success in neuralgias, acute inflammatory 
rheumatism, the fulgurating pains of ataxia, hepatic and neph- 
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ritic colics, anginas of the chest and in asthmatic oppressions. 
In short, there exists no form ef pain relievable by morphine 
which cannot be subdued equally as well and rapidly by anti** 
pyrine. 

Methylal as a Hypnotic in Mental Diseases.— Since the 
paper of Fersonali, on this subject, presented to the Academy of 
Medicine of Turin, in October, 1886, and a note of which was 
made by us at the time, a very large number of experiments have 
been made by that author in Italy, and by Mairet and Combe- 
inalle, in France, on the value of the new hypnotic in the insom- 
nia of dementia and other forms of mental disease. The results 
are in every way highly gratifying and determine beyond doubt 
that when administered in doses of from 90 minims to 2 fluid 
drachms, sound physiological sleep of several hours duration is 
sure to follow. In the Progr^ MMical for July 2d, 1887, there 
is a very exhaustive paper on the subject detailing the results of 
a very large number of experiments, almost without a failure. 
Methylal is not, however, as many of our cotemporaries seem to 
think, a new chemical. It has been known for a long time as 
formal or methene dimethylate, and it is formed by the oxidation 
of wood spirits with manganese dioxide and sulphuric acid. It 
dissolves in 3 parts of water and mixes readily with alcohol and 
ethfer. 

Garlic as a Dressing for Wounds. — In last month's^ 
Journal note was made of the old Arabian treatment of migraine r- 
which consisted of putting a clove of garlic into an incision made- 
through the skin of the temple on the afflicted side of the head*^ 
The item calls to mind the treatment in vogue among the 'dago*" 
fishermen of the Gulf coast in cases of injury from the fin of the 
catfish and of the sting (caudal fin) of the stingaree or sting-ray. 
During the war the writer was thrown a great deal among these 
men and frequently witnessed their method of dealing with such 
wounds. As is well known, the injuries inflicted by the. fins of 
the fish alluded to are very painful and hard to treat by ordinary 
methods. Those of the sting-ray are especially sp, the fin being;^ 
barbed and also covered with a peculiarly irritating slime. The 
'dago* fishermen when' Wounded tak:^ Wo Or three cloves of gar- 
lic and brtiise th^m' yfiiii ^iittl^ ^^^^^^'^'^^'^^^'^ '^ °^-^-<*^^ ^--*« 
Thfs'tfiej^ fdrce into the Ssbuiid 
c^a^iimfnsf 'fn the'iffaiieiiai'^^S 'tli% lesion is ouiie im\ a Doumce 



lie and brill se them' with ft littl^ ollvis' bir into a smooth paste., 
his'tfiey idrce into tlie ' Wbund A^ftH'a (iiiilr'bf 'Bmopth sticky 
a^timSg^ra tti4^ rifaieii^i^Giittf ^iir Kesl^i&'iS'qUft^ 01 'ApoiMce 
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of the same material is then applied and the wound tied up^ 
The dressing is not removed for forty-eight hours when the in^ 
jury is usually found to be healed. In the dozens of times in whicl^ 
the writer has seen the method used he has never known 9^ 
single failure. 



PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL. 

Incubation and Transmission of Endemic Parotitis.-^ 
The studies of Dr. Roth in this direction (says the J^o^on MedU, 
col and Surgical Journal)^ based upon three cases in his practice 
aid in establishing the time of incubation and the manner of trans<^ 
mission of mumps. The period of incubation in all three casesi 
was eighteen days. The first case was caused by actual contact ;( 
in the second, the infectious material was apparently brought by 
the physician himself from a patient in the hospital to anothe]> 
patient in his home ; in the third case, the patient used the sama 
bedding which had previously been used by a patient with paron 
titis. 

Urobilinuria. — M. Hayem presented a very exhaustive study 
of this condition to the Societe Medicale des Hopitaux, of Paris,^ 
at the meeting of July 22d. This name is given to that morbid 
condition wherein abnormal excess of urobilin is constantly pres> 
ent in the urine, either intermittently or constantly. The sub-\. 
stance is found either alone or in combination with biliary pigment^ 
as a phenomenon of certain intoxications, maladies of the liver^ 
cerebral affections, in certain chronic maladies and frequently in 
the acute stage of the same diseases. It is usually accompanied 
by a venous stasis of the liver, a light catarrh of the biliary pas- 
sages, with infiltration or fatty degeneration of the hepatic cellule^ 
Alone it cannot produce icterus. Its origin is traced by M^ 
Hayem to the altered liver, which instead of producing the nor-*, 
mal pigments, fabricates urobilin, which as indicated by certaia 
clinical facts, passes directly from the biliary viae intp the blood^j 

Nasal Vertigo.— Dr. Joal, of Mont-Bore, maintains liiat 
there is a vertigo belonging to the group of reflex ■vertigos (gas-^ 
trie, uterine, laryngeal, etc.) due to nasal ,cpjiditipiis,Q*,^^s)ona 
— a-reiitable vertigo a naso Icesp. Irn^tipn pt the^ fliajneuts p? 
the trfgeiainalls the cause of this vertigo^ fis also pf Jother j MsaJ^ 
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Reflexes, the irritation being transmitted by means of^the spheno- 
palatine ganglion to the yaso-motors, whence we have circum- 
scribed anaemia of the brain, and hence vertigo. The causes of 
irritation may be odors, irritating vapors or powders (snuff, for 
instance), acute coryzas, chronic catarrh (especially in hyper- 
trophic form), mucous polyps, and finally catarrh of the posterior 
nasal cavity. These reflexes are developed most frequently 
among arthritics and the nasal causes are usually of little gravity 
otherwise. The vertigo itself may be slight or very serious and 
accompanied by other neuroses (interference of vision, muscse 
volitantes, etc.), hemicrania, nausea, vomiting, hypochondria, 
intellectual paresis, spasmodic coughs, crises of dyspnoea, syn- 
cope, etc. A diagnosis can only be established by a careful ex- 
-amination of the nasal fossae. 

Toxicity of J^trychninc. — Chouppe and Pinet, who have for 
^oine time past been experimenting with the view of determining 
the minimum of the lethal dose of strychnine administered hypo- 
dermically, announce to the Society of Biology of Paris, that 
they have determined it to be between 0.24 and 0.25 of a milli- 
•gram (0.0037 grain) to each kilogram (2 lbs.) weight of the ani- 
mal experimented upon. The kind of animal, its age, etc., seem 
to cut little or no figure in the general result. At this rate it 
'Would take a little over one-third of a grain of strychnine, ad- 
ministered hypodermically, to kill a man weighing 200 pounds. 

Absorption of Salol. — ^M. Lupine and M. Aubert have made 
Ik series of experiments on this point and have reported the result 
in a paper to the Society des Sciences Medicales de Lyon. This 
substance, which is a compound of salicylic and carbolic acids, is 
insoluble in water, and according to the results obtained by the 
'Experimenters, when taken internally can be absorbed only when 
decomposed by the pancreatic juice, and even then absorption is 
Very feeble. If, however, it be dissolved in oil or petrobaselin, 
find thus injected hypodermically, absorption is rapid and ener- 
getic, the salicylic acid being found in the urine in a short period 
-after injection. The conclusion is, therefore, that it should never 
*be administered other than hypodermically, prepared as above. 

Vitality of Diphtheria Germs.— An illustration of the great 
Vitality, of the toxic germ of diphtheria and the necessity of pro- 
longed isolation in certain cases, is given in a recent paper by 
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Dauchez (in the Journal de M^decine de Paris} who relates there- 
in the case of a little girl whom he had treated for diphtheria 
three years ago, and who on the 30th of March last was again at- 
tacked with angina. On examining the child the doctor heard a 
filight croupous rattle and concluded that it would be better to 
isolate the patient from her brother who had also had diphtheria 
three years before. In the evening of the same day the child 
was carried to the hospital where tracheotomy was performed and 
a croupous membrane removed. The patient made a good recovery 
and on the 16th of April, or three weeks after operation, she was 
sent home apparently well, but it was thought best that she still 
be isolated from the brother. On the 21st of April the father was 
seized with diphtheria ; on the same day the brother, and on the 
next day the mother was taken down. The author thinks that 
the sequel justifies him in declaring that three weeks isolation in 
fiuch cases is insufficient. 

Repair of Kidney Substance after Inflammatory Neph- 
rites. — Nauwerk and Ziegler, after an exhaustive series of ex« 
periments and observations, some years ago maintained that the 
reparation of the destructive action of inflammatory processes in 
nephrites was effected by the cellules entering into karyokinesis. 
This view has remained unchallenged, but uncorroborated, until 
recently, when M M. Cornil and Toupet undertook to review the 
labors of Cornil and Brault (published in 1870) on the karyo* 
kinesis of the epithelial cells and vascular endothelium of the 
kidney, observed in poisoning by cantharidine. When the ani- 
mals (guinea-pigs, rabbits and dogs) were rapidly poisoned or 
killed by a single dose, karyokinesis of these elements was not 
found, simply because death ensued before it had time to appear. 
When, however, death was brought about by the frequent injec- 
tion of very minute doses of cantharidine, so spaced that the 
lethal effect was secured at the end of several days, an examina- 
tion of the kidney showed that the epithelial cells of the tubules 
contained vast numbers of karyokinetic figures, the cells in karyo- 
kinesis being ranged between cells in a state of repose, and being 
distinguished therefrom by the fact that their protoplasm was 
swollen and transparent, and their form had become spherical or 
ovoid with characteristic star-shaped nuclei, strongly colored by 
the staining agent (safianine)^in shorty preseniing all of the 
classic phases of the division of cells. 
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Elimination of Nitrogen in Urea.— M. Bayrac, a pupil of 
Lepine, has recently conducted a series of experiments under the 
direction of Lupine, with the view of determining the relative 
amount of the nitrogen excreted in the shape of urea as com- 
pared with the total amount of that element eliminated through 
the urine. The following is a summary of the results, as pre* 
Bented by Lupine to the Soci^te des Sciences M^dicales de Lyon« 
In healthy individuals the percentage of nitrogen in the urea 
varied from 80 to 99 per cent, of its total excretion by the urine* 
The mean figure is 87, but the percentage varies in the same in- 
dividual at different hours of the same day. The sum total of 
no two consecutive days is the same, but, curiously enough, that 
of every third day coincides with the first, the fourth with the 
second and so on, the variations between these days being prac- 
tically nothing. The quantity of the alimentation seems to be a 
prime factor in the variation — the more nutriment taken by the 
individual under examination, the greater the difference. A 
soldier to whom was given exactly the amount of food necessary 
to support life had an index of 90, while a glutton, who ate more 
than he could possibly digest, showed only 85. Plentiful inges- 
tion of water augments the proportion, not because it favors the 
oxidation of the albuminoids, but because under these circum- 
stances the urea passes more easily into the urine than do other 
incomplete nitrogenous products. The quality of food seems to 
have ho bearing in the matter. Inanition causes a slight lowering 
of the relative percentage, and, strangely enough, muscular ex- 
ertion has but a slight effect, so long as it is not carried to the 
point of fatigue, when there is a consriderable lowering (owing to 
a less active combustion of albuminoids). Antipyretic medi- 
cines, like antipyrine, salol, etc., lower the percentage, while 
acetanilide appears to augment it considerably. [May there not 
be some connection between the periodicity noted above and the 
periodicity of the so-called malarial fevers ? The action of the 
antipyretics thus noted, also points suggestively to such a rela- 
tionship. F. L. J,] > • . 
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M. To be taken at one dose. The 'white linctus' is the emul*. 
ision of almonds, sugar, tragacanth and water of the French 
Codex, and may be supplanted by the ordinary mistura amygdaloi 
of the pharmacopoeia. 

In the Asphyxic Period of Infantile Broncho-Pneumo« 
nia, Dr. Rocha Faria (0 Brazil Medico) recommends the etheric 
tincture of phosphorus, giving it in doses of from 5 to 12 minims, 
according to age, in children under six years old. It should be 
administered in some elixir or cordial, well diluted. Where 
the extremities are cold, pulse frequent and filiform and asphyxia 
imminent, resort should be had at the same time to excitant fric-> 
tions, sinapisms, and inhalations of oxygen. The author adds 
that the remedy (ethereal tincture of phosphorus) does not seem 
to be of any value in similar conditions in adult age. 

Summer Diarrhoea. — Dr. Victor Vaughan, in the course of 
9, ^&peT in the Maryland Medical Journal, says on this subject: 
The first thing to do is stop the administration of milk in any form. 
The ferment is present in the alimentary canal and giving the 
best of milk would simply be supplying the germ with material 
for the poison. This no-milk-treatment is not by any means a 
new idea ; but the reason for it has not hitherto been understood. 
Now that we know that a powerful poison is formed from the 
putrefaction of milk, the necessity for its exclusion must become 
apparent to all. The food used may consist of chicken and mut- 
ton broths, beef juice, and rice or barley water. With this list 
no difficulty will be experienced in giving the child sufficient 
nourishment. 

Causes of Retention of the Membranes. — In a paper 
read before the Obstetrical Section of the Academy of Medicine 
in Ireland, by Dr. F. H. Champneys, on the "mechanism of 
labor, and some causes of the retention of the membranes," on 
the latter clause of the subject the author concludes as follows : 
That (1) the mechanism of the detachment and expulsion of the 
membranes was a complex act in three acts; (2) timely rupture 
of the bag of membranes was an essential part of the proper 
mechanism, and too early or too late rupture alike predisposed to 
retention of the chorion ; (3) disorder of any of the three stages 
in the mechanism tended to prejudice the whole process; (4) 
among allied conditions might be mentioned too early or too late 
rupture of the membranes, prolapse of the bag of membranes, 



186 Editorial Depaktment. [Sept.^ 

prolapse of membranes (amnion) after delivery beyond the vulva ; 
separation of the membranes found on examination of the- 
placenta ; retention of a ring of membranes round the lower pole 
of the uterus ; retention of the whole chorion. Therefore, the- 
Qiembranes should generally be preserved till the os was fully 
dilated. After this they were not only (in ordinary cases) use- 
less, but they favored the retention of the membranes. They 
should, therefore, be ruptured when the os was fully dilated. la 
vertex cases, if the head had settled over the os uteri, the ad- 
vance of a smooth, sausage-shaped protrusion of membrane 
pointed to advance of the amnion alone, which favored retention, 
of the chorion. Separation of two membranes not only pointed 
to adhesion of the chorion, but rendered its subsequent removal 
more difficult. The following axiom might be formulated l 
^*When the membranes advance low in a vertex case, look out 
for retention of the chorion." 



SURGERY. 

Osseous Union of Pseudarthrosis of Jaw. — At a recent 
meeting of the ^Societe de Chirurgie, of Paris, M. Routier re- 
ported a case in which a resection of the inferior maxilla had 
been performed for facial asymmetry in a hysterical patient. 
The fibrous tissue of the pseudarthrosis, which had formed, was 
resected, and, after perforating both fragments, a piece of calf's- 
bone was introduced. This immobilized the two fragments. 
Repair was simple. The functional troubles, due to the resec- 
tion, disappeared. Of course, the patient being only sixteen, 
years of age, the result was to a certain extent to be expected. 

Resection of the Astragalus. — At a late meeting of the 
Paris Soci^t^ de Chirurgie, M. Verneuil presented a little girl, 
four years old, in whom he resected the astragalus two years pre- 
viously. She had a tibio-tarsal osteo-arthritis. The fistulous, 
openings were enlarged and the astragalus removed entire. Drain- 
age and immobilization were ordered. The child was apparently 
cured in a very short time, a marked talipes varus resulting. 
Still fistulous openings remained. To complete the cure resec- 
tion was performed and cure resulted, which had already lasted 
one year at the time of the report. There can hardly be any 
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doubt as to this post-operative treatment, in cases such as that 
reported. More rapid and better improvement takes place anc^ 
it also relieves the patient of a constant drain. 



On the Pathology and Treatment of Gonorrhcea an4. 
Spermatorrhcea. By J. L. Miltom, 8vo. pp. 484. Illus- 
trated. [New York: William Wood & Company, 1887, 
Price, $4.00. 

Milton's work on the pathology and treatment of gonorrhoea^ 
has been long and favorably known to the profession. It ia 
needless to make any comments, as this portion of the present 
work is practically the same as that issued by the publishers, 
some time since, in their Library. The second half devoted ta. 
spermatorrhoea is not so well known, and the author has takeA 
the same pains to elaborate his subject, as in his other work. Ha 
has not relied upon the writings of others, but has gone to worl^ 
and observed carefully and gives us the results of his observa^ 
tions in an honest and straightforward manner. 

He makes the rather broad statement (p. 310) ^'that in men 
who have reached Ihe age of three or four and twenty, anything, 
beyond one (nocturnal) emission a month, requires attention.'^ 
He criticizes, rather sharply, Dr. Campbell Black and Prof. Gross 
for saying ^'pollutions are natural to all men," together with 
the other well known teachings of those writers in regard to^ the 
frequency and character of seminal emissions as an indication o( 
health. 

Besides pathology and treatment of spermatorrhoea, the subi . 
ject of impotency is taken up and pretty thoroughly discussed^ 
statements made in a former edition being placed more clearly 
and modified. In regard to the question of connection in sper<^ 
matorrhoea, he regards it as powerless to cure a ''bad" case. an<^ 
useless when the patient is nearly, but not quite, cured. 

Mr. Milton reasons well, his style is very readable, and muct\. 
of profit can be gained from his work. The present edition ii( 
well gotten up, handsome in appearance, well printed, in goQ(^ 
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t^lear type and deserves a place in the library not only of the 
^enlto-urinary specialist, but of every progressive physician. 

A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of the Hair and 
Scalp. By George Thomas Jackson, M. D. 8 vo. pp. 356. 
TNew York: E. B. Treat. 1887. Price, $2.75. 

This is a book which reflects credit alike on author and pub- 
lisher. It is a work such as those interested in a particular sub- 
ject desire. The time is ripe now for monographs and this de- 
mand is beginning to be supplied by authors. It makes more ac- 
X^urate observers and groups together a mass of material which 
Vould otherwise be very difficult to obtain. 

The present work has been very carefully put together by the 
Author, who has divided his subject into four parts. Part I. ia 
devoted to the anatomy and physiology of the hair and to the 
hygiene of the scalp and hair^ In Part II the essential dis- 
eases of the hair are considered. Part III embraces the parasi- 
tic diseases of the hair and Part IV the diseases of the hair sec* 
\>ndary to diseases of the skin. 

In each of these the author has not only brought together the 
best opinions on each particular subject, but has also given ua 
the results of his personal observations, which are of no little 
Value. The anatomy of the hair is, in the main, that of Unna 
ias also the description of its development. 

One of the features of the book, and a most valuable one 
%oo, is the bibliography and journal literature embracing twenty- 
^ix pages. In this, every article relating to diseases of the scalp 
X)T hair, written since 1860, is given. The value of such a list 
to the writer on these subjects cannot be overestimated. 

One fault to be observed in this work is the too great reliance 
|)laced upon statistics. Thus we find on page 253 the statement 
tnade that pediculosis pubis ^4s much rarer than are the other 
lorms of pediculosis." He there gives the record of eight in 
height thousand cases of skin diseases. When we consider the 
%ase with which these little pests are recognized and the general 
knowledge there exists for their eflSicient removal, it is not strange 
that so few applicants should be seen by a dermatologist. But 
that the proportion is much greater than that above given does 
hot admit of a doubt for a single moment. In my experience it 
Is the most common form of pediculosis, at least in those who 
^e clea&ly in their habits. 
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On the whole, the book is a very commendable one and one 
which can be read with prodt. The illustrations are excellent 
and of a high order of merit. The printer has been careless ia 
his treatment of the cut of favus on page 226 and the proof- 
reader has allowed some mistakes to creep in. We take two at 
random. On the page facing the first page of reading matter we 
find ii for ii ; in the index, Thin's case of parasitic disease is re- 
ferred to page 566, when it really is on page 261. Barring a few 
small errors like this the typography is faultless. The binding is 
iiandsome. 

Those interested in the affections of the hair and scalp can do 
no better tnan by adding the above work to their more general 
treatises on diseases of the skin. 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil. 

v-Syphilis. By Jonathan Hutchinson, F. R. S., LL. D. 12 
mo. pp. 532. With eight chromo-lithographs. [Philadelphia: 
Lea Brothers & Co. Price 62.25. 

^^Good wine needs no bush'* and anything having Jonathan 
Hutchinson's name attached to it will immediately command at- 
tention, on account of its worth. This is still more the case 
when, as in the present instance, the subject matter is syphilis. 
The author of the present work is one of the greatest of living 
/syphilographers and has, in no small degree, contributed to the 
work which brought order out of chaos and made the study of 
this protean disease a systematic and scientific one. 

In the little work under review we have one full of the most 
Interesting clinical matter. In fact, this is the leading character- 
istic of the work. There is but little of the didactic indulged in 
:and the purpose is to illustrate the points by the * 'commentaries" 
which follow. The ideas of Hutchinson are too well known to 
require a review. He announces his fundamental creed in the 
jpreface, ''that the disease depends upon a living and specific 
microbe" although acknowledging that it has not yet been satis- 
factorily demonstrated. He advocates the administration of 
mercury as soon as a diagnosis of the lesion is made, and re- 
gards mercury with chalk as the most constant of all the mer- 
<curial preparations, regarding the administration of medicine by 
the mouth as a method superior to inunction, a point upon which 
authorities differ to a considerable degree. In regard to the im- 
mediate treatment, he states that if it be properly given it will 
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prevent secondary symptoms in the majority of cases ; or at the 
worst, retard them considerably and make them lighter in form. 
This argument is, in a great measure, a petHio principii since it i» 
not susceptible of proof, as it is a known fact that every case is a 
liaw unto itself. 

He states that 'Hhe excision of an indurated sore, or its de- 
struction by an escharotic, can seldom do any harm, but will rare* 
ly be productive of good" and in this he is borne out by the 
majority of careful investigators of the question of preventing 
the further course of syphilis by excising the initial lesion. 

It would |be too much of a work of superogation to review 
this book in detail. It is, in general, sound in principle, the 
clinical reports are models of their kind, and it contains much 
valuable information given in a pleasing and attractive form. 

The colored plates are well executed and their only fault is 
paucity in number. The appearance and typography of the book 
are faultless. I^There is a strict adherence to the English mode of 
spelling observed throughout, which is due, most probably, to 
the fact that the book was printed in England. The internal ev- 
idence shows the book to have been written, in part at least, sub- 
sequent to 1886, but no date appears upon the title page of the 
work. 

But one recommendation can be given to every physician : Do 
not fail to^have a copy of Hutchinson on Syphilis in your library. 
It can be read with pleasure and profit, many times over and will 
never weary the one perusing its pages. 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil. 



Cttcrara 2ftotcs. 

The Exchanger's Monthly is the title of a little publica- 
tion emanating from Thos. Chamberlain, Jr., of Jersey City, N. 
J-, and devoted to the interest of mineralogical, geological and 
archaeological collectors. Price 25 cts. per annum. 

Soon Done For. — We have received from the publishers of 
the Nashville Medical News a notice to the effect that its publica- 
tion had been suspended. Tne News, it will be remembered. 
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was a- semi-monthly, and: was started but a few months ago. It 
was a bright and lively Jenrnal while it lasted, but the want whioh 
it came to fill had not been felt quite long enough to guarantee 
it a permanent existence. 

The Pigeon Fancy, and why it should be encouraged, is the 
title of a little illustra^d pamphlet by Dr. Mathias Cook, of 
Utica, N. Y., and of which we have received, a copy. The 
doctor is an enthusiast who seeks to turn the taste of young 
Americans from the destructive pursuit of birds with guns and 
traps, to the more humanitarian and ennobling study of them as 
living creatures, and in this he deserves all praise and encourage^ 
ment. 

The Pacific Record of Medicine and Surgery with its^ 
number for July entered into the second year of its existence.. 
In their notice of the event the editors Express themselves as well 
satisfied with the venture thus far, and with the outlook for the 
future. We congratulate them and sincerely wish them many 
returns of the anniversary with an always increasing subscription 
and advertising list. Thus far they have certainly deserved the 
success they have met with. 

The American Analyst, published semi-monthly byLassing 
& McElrath, 19 Park Place, New York, and edited by Dr. Henry 
Lassing, is one of the most readable and valuable journals that 
come to our table. It is full of the kind of reading matter that 
is valuable alike to physicians and laymen, exposing mercilessly 
the tricks and frauds of dishonest manufacturers and dealers io 
all articles in daily use as foods, drinks or medicines. It "costa 
only one dollar per annum and should be read by every physician 
and head of family. 

The Open Court is the title of a new fortnightly journal 
published in Chicago and devoted to the work of establishment 
of ethics and religion upon a scientific basis. It is edited by B. 
F. Underwood assisted by his wife, and the literary and scienti- 
fic character of those copies of it that we have seen is of the very 
highest character — entirely different from the class of screeds, 
usually found in so-called religio-philosophic publications. In- 
deed this could hardly help being the case with such a corps of 
writers as those whose names appear in the numbers before us, 
embracing as they do Max Miiller, Paul Cams, Moncure D. Con- 
way, Samuel Kneeland, Robert Drummond, Edmund Montgomery 



11)2 Editobial DiFJivnitMT. [Sept^, 

Mid others ^aally irell«knowii« We oertmiiilj welcome the 
Open Court to our ezchangie list and hope that it has come to 
stay. 

The Formation of Vegetable Mould through the action of 
earth-worms, by Charles Darwin, is the latest publication by J. 
Ftt2gerald of New York, and constitutes number ninety-two of 
the now well-known Humboldt Library. We have several times 
taken occasion to speak of the rare good taste displayed by this 
enterprising publisher in the choice of works by foreign authors 
for publication in his Library. The present volume is no excep- 
tion to the rule, and its cheapness (30 cts.) will put it within the 
reach of every one. It was one of the latest works of the 
lamented naturalist, and is written in his best vein. The investi- 
gations there reported fill the reader with amazement at the tre- 
mendoa9 results of the silent subterranean labors of the puny 
and despised worm to whose agency to a great extent we owe the 
formation of the arable soil of the earth. 

Reprints and Pamphlets Received. — Since last month the 
following reprints and pamphlets worthy of note have been re- 
ceived : A Review of the most important Advances in Medicine 
and Surgery, etc., by C. W. Moore, M. D. {Pacific Record of 
Med, and Surg. July 15th, '87) ; On the Existence of Dermatitis 
Herpetiformis as a Distinct Disease, by L. Duncan Bulkley, M. 
D., (Jour. Cut. and Ven. Dis., April, 1886) ; Asthma as related 
to Diseases of the Skin, by L. Duncan Bulkley, M. D., {British 
Medical Journal, Nov., *85) ;Recent Advances in Preventive Med- 
icine, by Geo. H. Roh6, M. D. (Journal of Am. Med. Ass. July 
'87) ; Renal Colic, Parasitic and Calculous ; a Criticism, by J. B. 
Marvin, M. D., (South-Western Med. Gaz. June, '87) ; Intubation 
of the Larynx, by Fletcher Ingalls, M. D. (N. T. Med. Journal; 
July, '87); Iritis, by A, G. Sinclair, M. D., Memphis, Tenn. ; 
Some Important Points in the Treatment of Deep Urethral 
Stricture, by F. N. Otis, M. D. (N. Y. Med. Jour. Feb'y 19th, 
'87) ; Report of Proceedings of Illinois State Board of Health, 
Quarterly Meeting of July 8th, '87. 

College Announcements. — ^The tide which set in in July 
has continued through August, and the annual announcements 
of medical schools and colleges continue to come in with each 
mail, until one wonders where all of them are to get pupils 
enough to pay for the printing. Among the most prominent 
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iK^hools wBose annual catalogues have come in since last notice 
we note the following : 

New ITork Post-Graduate Medical School and Hospital, 6th 

New York College of Physicians and Surgeons (Medical De- 
partment of Columbia College). 

Medical Department of the University of Georgetown, D. C, 
89th year. 

St. Paul, Minn., Medical College, 11th year. 

Belle vue Hospital Medical College, 27th year. 

St. Louis Medical College, 46th year. 

St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons, 9th year. 

Missouri Dental College, 22nd year. 

St. Louis College of Pharmacy, 22nd year. 



Zn^Iange. 

The Climatologist is the title of a new monthly publication 
which will be shortly issued at Baltimore, Md., under the edi- 
torship of Dr. Geo. H. Kobe, of that city. 

The International Medical Congress will convene at 
Washington, D. C, Sept. 7th, 1887. All railroads have made 
the fare for the round trip at the rate of one and one-third of the 
regular rates and have promised to grant extension of time. The 
hotels of Washington, of which there are many, have also agreed 
to reduce their charges. These rates apply to those attending 
the Congress and to their families. 

Dr. James Richmond, of Tuscola, 111., it will l)e remem- 
bered, killed Joseph Strong, editor of the St. Joseph (Mo. ) 
Herald J a little over a year ago. He was examined and adjudged 
insane and kept in close confinement in the State Asylum. The 
superintendent of that institution stating that he had recovered, 
Dr. Richmond's brother is now seeking his release on a writ of 
habeas corpus. 

The Statue to Paul Broca, erected by universal subscrip- 
tion, was unveiled in Paris, on the 30th of July, with appropriate 
ceremonies^ under the auspices of the Soceite d' Anthropologic, 
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of which he was the founder. Th« Society Of Anthropology of 
Moscow, deposited a crown upon Broca's tomb at the same time; 
the wreath bearing the legend "to the memory of the genial sa- 
vant and eminent man, founder of the Societe d' Anthropologic 
of Paris." * . 

Accouchement and Hypnotism. — M. Menet in a commun- 
ication to the Academic de Medicine, says "that it is simply won- 
derful how thoroughly^ and rapidly hypnotic suggestions may be 
made to calm the pain and soothe labor. All that is necessary, 
says the author, to secure a painless labor is to hypnotize the 
patient and suggest to her that she had no pain. The functions 
of nature proceed as usual and in short, everything is lovely. 
While this may be true, and we have no disposition to deny or 
■doubt the assertion, we are still inclined to believe that, as a cer- 
tain old woman said on the witness stand when questioned about 
the possibility of impregnation during sleep without waking the 
woman, '*so far as she knowed that was the most awakinest thing 
in the world!" 

Milk Inspection. — In an item which appears elsewhere in the 
Journal, M. Galtier is quoted as calling attention to the persis- 
tence of tubercle virus in the meat and milk used as food by the 
public, and suggesting greater skill and care on the part of the 
inspectors of these articles of food. If this be true of France 
where the methods of inspection of food stuffs are so much more 
rigorous and scientific that those employed in England and 
America, how much more essential is the caution in this country ! 
The inspection of milk, especially, in most of our cities is a mere 
farce, consisting, as it does most generally, of a specific gravity 
test alone — a test which means absolutely nothing. The Cit}- of 
St. Louis is about to appoint a milk inspector, and the points 
made by M. Galtier should be carefully read and borne in mind 
by the authorities, and some person skilled in the microscope, 
and with the improved methods of bacterial investigation, should 
be given the appointment. 

Important if True. — Our esteemed cotemporary from "the 
Huh,'* The Boston Medical a** d Surgical J urval, has the following 
in its issue of July 28th, 1887: 

"Dr. John Vansant, of the United States Marine Hospital at 
St. Louis, has succeeded in taking a successful photographic 
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•negative by means of the light emitted from twelve fire-fliea. 
The insecjts were p}aced in a. three ounee bottle, having apiece of 
.fine white bobinet stitched over its mouth. The average duration 
of the flaah . of each insect is half a second, and the luminous 
4ir#a on the abdomen is about one^eighth of an inch square. The 
time of exposure was that of fifty flashes, as counted by the 
operator, who claims to have made the first picture ever produped 
by the light emitted from a living /mman organism." 

We are not proud, even if we are in the West, but we wish it 
to be distinctly understood that we are not fire-fiies and w.o do 
claim to be human. We are sure that the photographic journal 
in which the item originally appeared made no such allegation as 
the above and we protest right here. The next thing we will be 
accused indirectl}^ of being clams, but beans never! 

Closure of the Lids after Death.r-According to M. Velade 
who has been collectiug statistics on this and similar cadaveric 
phenomena, from 7 to 12 per cent, of cadavers are found with the 
lids closed a few hours after death ; 15 percent, have them widely 
•open or staring, and 66 per cent.^ or fully two^thirds, have the 
.pupils more or less open. Of those whos^ eyes are partly open 
.at the instant of death, about one-half remain in statu quo^ while 
.the balance shut spontaneously, more or less closely. Whatever 
^change may occur takes place usually within four hours after the 
instant of death. After that period no alteration has been noted. 
Age, sex, and cause of deaths do not seem to enter as factors in 
'this condition, but figures would seem to indicate that fat per- 
sons and those perishing of asphyxia have a marked tendency ta 
►die with closed eye-lids, while lean and anaemic individuals have 
the contrary tendency. When the eyes close spontaneouslj'^ in 
vdeath the cadaver has the appearance of one asleep, while in those 
^cases where the lids have been closed by the hands of others after 
death, the lids have a blanched appearance and generally show 
the marks of the fingers used in closing them. 

A Comedy of Errors. — A M. Kartulis, of Alexandria, 
Egypt, undertook to review for the C&ntralblatt fuer Bakteriolo- 
jffie a work in the Bohemian language, by Prof. Hlava, on dysen- 
tery (in Czek, ^'0 Uplavici'*), The learned Oriental mistook the 
title of the work for the name of the author, and throughout the 
review &(peke of him as Monsieur Uplavici or Mr. Dysentery, 
mhile the Bohemian words Predbezne sdeleni (''introductory" or 
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^'preface") were rendered **0n Dysentery." The Lyon MMical 
got hold of the article and in its issue of July 17th made great 
sport of the errors of M. Kartulis, but, in so doing, itself made- 
some funny mistakes, rendering 'Parasitenkunde' 'Parasites- 
kunde,' *Uplain'ci* as 'Uplatrci,' and 'Dysenterie* as 'Dysentte/ 
It is but fair to say, however, that these errors of the French 
journal were evidently typographical and were corrected in the 
ensuing number. It is a curious fact that it is rare for either a 
German or French medical or scientific journal to get an English 
name or title correctly, and while the Germans usually quote 
French accurately and correctly, the French almost always make^ 
a mess of German words, names and phrases. 

Deaths from Conflagration and from SmaU*pox. — M 
French journal r^ommenting on the wonderful hue and cry which 
was raised by the secular press, and the public generally, after 
the burning of the Opera Comique, says: How many millions 
of francs will be expended now in spasmodic efforts to lessen the* 
risk of great conflagrations, all excited by the burning to death 
of a few people ! During thirty years past less than 200 people- 
have lost their lives, in all France, from such accidents, while ixk 
Paris alone a single malady (small-pox) claims nearly that many 
victims every three months ! The money will be raised and ex- 
pended of course ; but, whatever the authorities may do, theatres. 
will burn, and in burning will claim some victims, while a single 
good law, properly enforced, providing for obligatory vaccina- 
tion would suppress variola completely. As a comparison and as- 
showing what might be done in this line, the Lyon Medical says^- 
that in all the great German cities put together, there were but 
live deaths from variola last year, while ten French cities showed 
a mortality, during the same period, of 2707 ! They were appor- 
tioned as follows: Marseilles, 2051; Paris, 202; Reims, 114;. 
Nice, 52 ; Bordeaux, 37 , Besangon, 24 ; Lyons, 9 ; Havre, 7 ; 
Nantes, 1. We may add that during that period St. Louis had. 
not a single death ! 

Fatality of the Lion's Bite.-^At the seance of July 20th,, 
of the Societe de Chirurgie of Paris, M. Berger narrated the his- 
tory of a case wherein M. Jouel was compelled to amputate the 
arm of a man bitten by a lion. The beast had managed to get 
the entire arm into his mouth and had closed down on the lower 
portion of the deltoid. The keepers forced him to releiise his 
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f>rej, bnt in withdrawing the arm all the muscles were torn and^ 
the humerus was broken at the lower third. The affair happene<% 
late at nij^t and as liiere was no haemorrhage to speak of and th^ 
man tlid not seem to be suffering much, operation fras postpone^ 
until the morning. When, however, the hour for operation came ^ 
the temperature was found to be 37.5^ c, (99.5** F.); and ^ 
great emphysematous tumor had formed over the pectoraUs ma<«. 
jor and was emitting through the wound a very foetid discharge^ 
An inter-scapulothoracic amputation was successfully made, bu^ 
the patient died two hours afterward. In discussing the case M« 
Polaillon remarked that in a similar case which came under his 
care, the lion had seized the fore-arm only. The laceration vra^ 
not great and the bones were uninjured, but !n spite of antisep^. 
tic baths and compresses, a diffuse phlegmon developed, and. sa 
rapid was its progress that he was compelled to disarticulate the^ 
shoulder the patient d3ring shortly after the operation. 

Persistence of the Virus of Tuberculosis. — M. Gautie^ 
Jaas determined experimentally that the muscular juices and milkt 
of tuberculous animals retain their Specific toxic virulence eveu 
after having been subjected to a temperature of from 60"^ to 70^ C. 
(140^ to 160^ F.), which is the ordinary cooking temperature of 
rare-cooked meats. To be absolutely sure that there is no bnger 
life in the germs of such meats or milk, they should be carried Ux 
the point of aqueous ebullition in cooking. Rare meats shoulc^ 
not be eaten unless one is sure of their source. The same author 
has demonstrated that neither dessication nor pickling of meat a 
destroy the germs, nor does putrefaction seem to have any effect 
upon them. Freezing is equally impotent. These facts point to 
the necessity of a more thorough method of dealing with the 
soiled garments, handkerchiefs and napkins, especially, of tuber-i 
culous patients, as also with the waste and rubbish of hospitals « 
infirmaries and all private houses where tuberculous patients ara 
living or being treated. Especial care should be exercised in tbeL 
inspection of animals intended for slaughter, and proper preoAu^ 
tion should be exercised in the examination of the milk supply of 
cities. The officers charged with the latter duty especially 6houl(\ 
be expert microscopists and should be required to use differentia^ 
stainings frequently, with the view of detecting the tubei*ele 
bacillus. 

Recipe for Long. Life. —In the June number of the/S«i f 
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Kwai Medical, Jounial, Mr. M. Okada contributes a tramlation 
>^f certain extracts from a work by Dr. J. ManOt on Ancient 
Methods of Treatment in Japan. Tbe book was written, as we 
learn incidently in the text, some fifty years ago, or before the ad^ 
Vent of western medicine into Japan. This fact does not pre- 
Veift it from containing much that may prove instructiye to the 
Vestern teachers themselves, as witness the following on how to 
attain long life : 

**There are various methods of obtaining long life, but cUl are 
difficult for common people. There is only one method that is 
^asy to be observed, and that is the custom of eating but two meals 
in a day which was practiced among ancient people. This custom 
is mentioned in the ancient manuscripts and even now (fifty 
years ago) among the upper classes a third is considered an extra 
meal. If any one is to follow that custom, to be sure, he will 
T>btaiu long life. Many of our ancient people lived more than a 
iiundred years, which even foreigners admire. The reason is 
eimply this ^they foUotved nature^ leading a peaceful life^ with, the 
ieast possible cares, and ate food that was neither too rich nor too 
insipid. Hence the inhabitants of a city who do not follow the 
^custom get asthma, dyspepsia and other such diseases, and con- 
sequently their lives are shorter, while country men, who lead 
{>eaceful lives, get comparatively few diseases and their lives are 
longer. '* 

The italics are ours, but mark "solid chunks of frozen wis- 
dom." 

A Rare Chance for Experimentation. — Among the fea- 
tures of the coming International Medical Congress there will be, 
«8 we learn from a very handsomely gotten up invitatiou to be 
|)resent, a banquet extended by the Association of American 
Medical Editors to the distinguished medical editors from abroad 
who are to be present on this propitious occasion. As the plates 
^re fixed at the mere nominal sum of fifteen dollars each, we have 
bo doubt that there will be a very large attendance and we would 
•suggest that the occasion be utilized for scientific purposes. We 
^hall not be able to be present in person, but desiring to con- 
tribute our quota to the strictly utilitarian and scientific features 
't>f tbe affair, we have the following suggestions to make: (1.) 
Let each and every participant be carefully weighed prior to en- 
tering the banquet hall, and again on leaving the same. This 
Vill show the gross gain in avoirdupois of each individual after 
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the ingedtiou of 9k fifteen dollar feed. As tl^e <^hatice may not ocr 
-cur again in a lifetime, we suggest that handsomely engraved 
certificates be given each indiyiduf^l, setting : forth the facts of 
the case. In doing the weighipgY^ would further suggest that 
each individual be made to sWp Before going od tl^e scales, and 
that his clothing be kept by the weighing committee uptil after 
the second weighing. This would necessitate eating. wi puris na- 
Uvralthus^ but would prevent any of the guests fropa, taHiqg away 
any of the feast except in the natural receptacle therefor. (2.) 
Each individual when weighed, should be acchrateiy riieasiiTed, 
And a record kept of his height, girth, etc. The nativity of 
^ach should also be recorded, as thereby a comparison vi%y be 
instituted as to the relative gluttony of the^ various peoples and 
races there represented. The measurements may be utilized in 
determining the relative storage capacity of the vjlrious types of 
.mankind. A comparison could tbus^ be made between the short- 
and- roomy and the long-and-hungry members of the profession 
of all nationalities. There are several other ideas which occur to 
us in this connection but as they will readily suggest themselves 
to our readers, we will not pursue the matter further. By all 
means a photograph, should be taken of the members while en- 
gaged in the repast, and copies of it should be sent to the pro- 
vincial journals, if for no other purpose than to show that "dis- 
tinguished medical statesmen" are only ordinary mortals when it 
comes down to getting outside of a fifteen-dollar-a-plate square 
meal. 



Cecal ITTebtcal Ztlatters. * 

Dr. H. Jacobson has been appointed day physician at the City 
Dispensary, vice Dr. F. Outiey resigned. 

Quite a large delegation of St. Louis physicians will go to 
Washiugton to attend the International Congress. < 

IDr. Chas. H. Powell has received the appointm^t of assis- 
tant pby$idan *t the. Female Hospital vice Dr. Jueoli)soA, who i» 
day a^si:$t;^nt lait the Dispensary. 

The City Dispensary is being entirely renovated. This is a 
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ttQoh needed change^ as it has been a dark, lUthy place, with none 
of the conveniences which such an important branch of the Gitjr 
Sanitary Department should haye. 

The Misaouri Dental College. — This is a branch of the 
Saint Louis School and is fully up to the high grade of the bal- 
ance of that institution. More need not be said. Students de- 
siring to take this course should address Dr. H. H. Mudd, Dean, 
No. 500 N. Jefferson Ave. 

Deaths from Sun-atroke. — ^If anything were needed to 
prove the exceptionally severe weather which prevailed in this 
city during the month of July, it would be supplied by an item 
in the Health Commissioner's report for that month, which shows 
47 deaths from sun-stxoke. The total number of deaths from 
insolation during July, 1886, was 4, 

The City Hospital and Female Hospital are in need of 
many repairs and something should be done in this direction be- 
fore winter sets in. The City Inspector of Buildings has made a 
report which will, no doubt, be officially pigeon-holed. Nothing 
will be done, in all probability, until some calamity occurs at 
these institutions, when everybody will say, "I told you so", and 
and still do nothing. 

Impure Water. — A Professor of Chemistry, of this city, cre- 
ated a sensation a few days since by stating that our hydrant 
water was full of lead and that it was positively injurious. A 
druggist made some experiments and failed to find a trace of 
the saturnine foe. In the meantime the water is employed for 
drinking and culinary purposes and wrist-drop does not seem 
to be increasing to any alarming degree. 

A New Infirmary. — Dr. Waldo Briggs has taken the resi- 
dence No. 1525 Pine, and has concerted it into a very comfortable 
and convenient infirmary for his surgical patients. We under- 
stand that there is a movement on foot to convert the old Foster 
Academy, 16th and Pine, into a similar institution to be under 
the management of the surgeons of Beaumont Hospital School 
faculty. This building would make a splendid hospital of the sort. 

Vital Statistics of St. Louis. — ^Tbe Health Commissioner's 
report of the vital statistics of the city for the month ending 
July 81st, 1887, shows a total mortality of 962, as i^ainst 81d> 
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iqr the MflCke mofttb. in 1886. Ol this : number 288 were imder 
^e/jreitr, 102 between one »nd Iwo^ and 79 between two Mid ftve 
yewK of age. Thus tke total niortaiit j of iaf ants nnder 5 years 
was 469, or nearly half of the groM number of deaths. The to« 
tal number of births reportied during tb^ •saxpe j^eriod wiis 812, 
of which 883 were while and 29 colored. Seventy-six still birtha 
are reported, which are not included in the mortality list above 
given. 



THE MEDICAL SCHOOLS OF ST. LOUIS, 



There is no city in America ^d but few in Europe that can 
offer greater inducements to young men desirous of entering 
the medical profession in the right way, and acquiring such a 
knowledge of the art and science of medicine as will place them 
on a par with the graduates of any other place or country, than 
does St. Louis, Situated almost exactly in the geographical 
centre of the Union, and not far from the centre of population ; 
of easy access by rail and river ; with a permanent citizenship of 
over a half million and a floating population large at all times and 
frequently enormous ; with numerous hospitals and infirmaries, 
public and private, general and special ; with immense manufac- 
turing interests furnishing all forms of surgical injuries; so 
closely allied geographically and commercially with the South, 
Southwest and West, that the diseases peculiar to these regions 
are always represented in her clinics ; with a State anatomy law 
and local regulations which guarantee a large supply of material 
for dissection ; with cheap board and lodging — whj'^ should not St. 
Louis stand at the very head of cities peculiarly suited to the 
acquirement of a thorough medical education? When we add to 
all these advantages the statement, which cannot be gainsaid, 
that among her thousand physicians there can be found no more 
scientific, learned and enthusiastic men than thoso vrho are en- 
gaged in her various schools in the noble pursuit of teaching, we 
but state the exact truth and in so doing present a a array of rea- 
sons why her schools should be filled with pupils from all portions 
of her tributary country. 

Keenly alive to these advantages, yet knowing that an effort 
must be made to bring them home to the physicians and students 



202 Editobtal Dbpartmbst. [Bept.^ 

away from here, onr local schools have all beea engaged during 
the paat summer vacaiion in making improyemente not only in: 
their buildings and fittings, but in procuring the latest faeilttlea 
for teaching and demonstrating. 

St. Louis Medical College, the patriarchal institution of 
the city, which, with the coming session, enters its forty-ninthi 
year of honor and usefulness, opens on Monday, October 8rd, 
without preliminary lectures. It is situated, as every St. Louisanr 
knows, very near the centre of the heart of the city, on Seventh 
St. and Clark Avenue. The buildings are commodious and well 
arranged and its long existence has given it a library and museum 
second to none in the city.The course o « u dy is graded and 
lasts three years, of which the first is devoted to the fundamen- 
tal branches and the last two to practical subjects and special* 
ties. For the faculty and their branches, we must refer the* 
reader to their advertisement in this Journal. The fees are 
$90.00 for each winter term, with a matriculation fee of $5.00" 
which is, of course, paid but once. Dr. J. S. B. Alleyne, the 
Dean, at 3132 Washington Ave., will be happy to furnish intend- 
ing students and others all necetsary information. 

The [St. Louis College of Physicians and Surgeons 

comes next to the St. Louis school in point of age, entering upon 
its ninth year with the coming session. This school in point of 
conveniences for teaching and in the completeness of its course, is. 
second to none in the country. The faculty headed by the vener- 
able Dr. Louis Bauer, is without exception a good one, embracing, 
several names honorably known to the medical profession of 
the entire country. The school buildings are commodious 
and convenient, and are situated in a quiet, most respectable and 
easily accessible part of the city, viz : on the corner of Eleventh and 
North Market. The regular course, which commences on the first 
Monday in September, lasts twenty weeks, and is suplemented by 
a springer post-graduate course, the whole occupying nine months- 
of continuous instruction. The fees are $50.00 for lecture tickets,. 
$25.00 for examination, and $5.00 for matriculation, the last two 
being paid but once. Further information on this score will be 
furnished by application to Dr. Louis Bauer, 515 Pine St., St, 
Louis. Among the newer features of this school, to be inaugu- 
rated during the coming term, is a department of dental surgery, 
at the head of which we find the names of Edward Flanigan,, 
D . D. S , professor of clinical, operative and mechanical den- 



1887.] Local Medical Matters. 20Sb 

tistry and A. Gordon Finney ^D. D. S., professor of the princip<^ 
les and practice of dentistry. 

The Beaumont Hospital Medical College, while the^ 
newest comer in the field of medical education, is by no meana. 
the least of our local institutions of the sort. Having openecl 
its doors but one short year ago, it has rapidly stepped to the^: 
front rank in every respect, and is henceforth destined to prov^ 
an important factor in the educational interests of ;the city. Th^ 
college buildings, situated on Walnut and Sixteenth Sts. , while not. 
built expressly for the purpose, could not be more convenient,^ 
comfortable and commodious. Indeed, we have rarely seen any-*, 
where an amphitheatre which so nearly approaches the ideal, ii\ 
which everybody gets a good seat and one in full view of tha^ 
operating table, and has a seating capacity for six hundred stu-^ 
dents . The lower lecture room easily accommodates 400 more ^ 
The dissecting room is the finest that we have ever seen, any-^. 
where. Large, airy, well lighted and convenient, a hundrec^ 
students may pursue their work in it at once, without crowding^ 
or being in each other's way. The study rooms, reading rooms,, 
museum, dispensary, etc., are all on the same scale. Light anc^ 
fresh air enter everywhere, giving the building an air of cheer-^ 
fulness and comfort rarely seen in medical colleges. The deai^ 
of the faculty. Dr. W. B. Outten, is at the head of the greaitj, 
Missouri Pacific system of rail-road hospitals and surgical ser-*. 
vice, and is thus enabled to bring before his students a class ot~ 
surgical material not easily found elsewhere. The faculty em'^ 
braces some of the best special talent in the West, and every de^ 
partment is well represented. The museum of this school is \i\ 
charge of Dr. Waldo Briggs, to whose plastic skill as a modelex\ 
and preparer it owes a large part of its choicest preparations. 
Some of these are real works of art, and all are of the highest, 
utility in teaching the student special anatomy, pathological a^ 
well as normal. The fees of this school are $70.00 for the first 
course and $80.00 for the second, no charges being made forf^iU 
course, diploma, demonstrator's or hospital tickets. While twq 
full courses entitle a student to an application and exarainatioi^ 
for graduation, all are urged to take three full courses. All fui^ 
ther information will be furnished on application to the Dean^ 
Dr. W. B. Outten, or the Secretary, Dr. Robert Funkhouser ^^ 
the College (16th and Walnut Sts.) 
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NECRQLOGICAL. 

Williams, W. C— Dr. W. C.*WillkuiiB« one of the fbnndeM 

t>f the St. Charles Medical SQciety, and an. old practitioner of 
OTallon, St. Charles County died at his home a few days ago. 
*rhe St. Charles Medical Society met at Wenzville, on Saturday, 
Aug. 20th, and passed a series of resolutions in the highest de- 
gree complimentary to the deceased. In the death of Dr. 
Williams the St. Charles Society has most truly, as stated in these 
Resolutions, lost a most enthusiastic worker, a cultured gentleman 
und a warm and generous friend, whose wise counsel and broad 
^experience the Society will certainly miss. 

Freye, Joseph C* — For fifty-three years, in summer's heat 
^nd winter's snows, by night and by day, the citizens of Peoria^ 
ill. , have seen the form of Dr. Joseph Frye passing through their 
streets and entering the huts of the poor as well as the palatial 
residences of the rich, intent on eixands of mercy. But Det^th,, 
Whom he had so often kept at bay when its skeleton fingers wera 
lightening around the heart of the young and old, on the morning 
t)f Aug. 21st, claimed the aged doctor as his prey, and he has 
gone the way of all fiesh. Dr. Freye was one of the founders of 
the American Medical Association, having been the sole repre- 
sentative of the state of Illinois at the memorable meeting in 
Philadelphia, in 184G. On his return from the £asty in that same 
^ear, he organized the Peoria Medical Society, having beeo 
^elected its first president, and having filled that office a number 
t)f times since. In his death the science of medicine loses one of 
its brightest ornaments, the city of Peurla a distinguished citizen 
^nd true philanthropist, and the medical profession a Nestor and 
friend, one to whose good heart and wise head no member of the 
|)rof ession ever appealed for counsel and aid in vain. After life's 
fifcf dl fever may he rest well I F. M. C. 

Byrd, Wm. C. — ^It is with pain that we learned of the death 
V)f Dr. Wm. C. Byrd, of Quincy, 111., during the month of 
August. The immediate cause of his death was insolation. Dr. 
byrd was a surgeon who was not only well known for his skill, but 
be had earned quite a reputation for his originality. He was a 
^iomiiicnt member of the Illinois State Medical Society and of 
th6 American Medical Association. His contributions to medical 
literature Were numerous and valuable. His loss will be much 
telt by all those who had the pleasure of knowing him and hia 
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0rtgtnal Contributions, 

Apomorphia in Respiratory Diseases. By Reynold W. Wilcox, 
M. A., M. D., Instructor in Clinical Medicine at the New 
York Post-Graduate Medical School, Physician to the Demilt 
Dispensary. 

In 1879 I was conducting some experiments to ascertain the 
effect upon the cerebral circulation in cats when the various ce 
phalic arteries had been ligated. As the operations were done 
under ether, it was found to be decidedly unpleasant to have the 
contents of the cats' stomachs deposited in various parts of th« 
operating room, so it occurred to me that it would be well t* 
have the vomiting done all at once, before the operation. Aftc 
trying various emetics at last apomorphia, administered hypo 
^ermically, was chosen. In the large number of instances in 
which it was employed, it never failed to produce vomiting, gen 
erally within ten, sometimes within five minutes, and when the 
stomach was empty no retching nor nausea followed ; nor was 
there much systemic disturbance. 

In 1884 I began to use apomorphia in diseases of the respira- 
tory organs. As my clinic at the Demilt Dispensary is a general 
medical one of nearly two thousand new joatients each year, I 
have had abundant opportunity to watch the action of the drug 
by itself and in contrast with that of similar drugs. The cases 
in which it has been used have been also under the observation 
of my private students, and of the matriculates at the Post 
Graduate Medical School, who attend my clinics. 

The literature of the drug has been built up by Rossbach 
Duckworth, Jurasz, Kormann, C. Beck, Carville, Prevost, See 
Riegel and Boehm, Harnock, Brunton, Loeb, Chauppe, Siebert 
Dujardin-Beaumetz, Bourgeois, Ziolkowski, Moerz and Quehl, a 
list by no means complete. 
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Physiological experiments show that apomorphia produces no. 
depression ; if injected into the veins or given hypoderinically it 
produces vomiting as freely after as before section of the pneu- 
mogastric ; it increases the secretion from the respiratory mucoua. 
membrane, producing a thin watery mucous ; it diminishes some- 
what the vascularity of the bronchial mucus membrane ; it stim-- 
ulates the respiratory center, thus increasing the number of res- 
pirations. When old solutions of a markedly green color, or large 
quantities are given, we get great prostration, as shown by rise 
of pulse and fall of temperature, depression of the respiratory 
center, causing slow and shallow respiration. In Carville*s case- 
three-tenths of a grain caused collapse in an adult. Therapeutic- 
ally, I have used apomorphia chiefly in acute bronciaitis. Ink. 
those cases with considerable frontal headache, hot, dry skin^ 
sore throat, marked prostration, rapid pulse, high temperature,, 
stuffy feeling in chest and soreness in epigastrium, dry teasing; 
cough ; when physical examination shows harsh respiration, sonor- 
ous and sibilant r&les with few coarse and fine mucous rales, are its; 
effects most marked. Here, if one thirty-second to a forty-eightl^ 
of a grain be given every two or three hours( for the dose must be^ 
frequent since the effect does not last a long time) one finds the- 
headache relieved, the sore throat has disappeared, pulse and[, 
temperature fall, the cough is markedly diminished in frequency 
and a copious watery expectoration, easily raised, is coughed up ;:. 
the respiration becomes softer, the dry rales disappear and many 
moist rales are heard. In order to procure a good night's rest, I 
formerly used bromidia, and the results were very satisfactory,^ 
but some of the patients complained so much of the taste whichi: 
nothing will conceal, that I was obliged to abandon its use^ 
Acting upon the suggestion of Dr. M. R. Vedder, I now give withj 
each dose a small quantity of the bromid'es, preferably that of* 
potash. A half glass of Rubinat water, by far the best laxative^ 
water in the market, will secure a good daily evacuation if giveufe. 
before breakfast. The first daily dose of the apomorphia mixture- 
is taken upon awakening in the morning; resting quietly in bed 
for a few minutes, a glass of warm milk is taken ; in a short time^ 
a full breath is followed by a series of coughs by which th^ 
night's accumulation of mucus is dislodged and expectoratedl^ 
Generally there is very little coughing during the day. 



r 
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The prescription, which may be varied according to each case 
is: 

Apomorphinae gr.ss ad j 

Potassii bromidii ^ss 

Tincturae sanguinariae 3 J 

Syrupi tolutani q, s ad Jiv 

M. et ft. sol. 

S. — Teaspoonful every two or three hours in a wineglass of water. 

The sanguinaria is added for the benefit of the apothecary,, 
showing him that it is a cough mixture ; otherwise he would alarm 
the patient by telling him that it was an emetic, — a circumstance 
that has happened more than once. 

This prescription, modified according to circumstances, can be 
used in pneumonia, phthisis, chronic bronchitis and spasmodic 
laryngitis. It is said that this drug is also useful as a spray in 
relieving the dry throat of phthisis. Failures will occur in the 
use of apomorphia, as with any other drug, but I have found it to* 
be due to the use of old specimens or of those solutions which 
have become decomposed and show quite green. 

I am sure that any physician who will totally abandon the use 
of opiates in the treatment of respiratory diseases, use apomor- 
phia and the bromides where indicated, and in the manner above 
described, will obtain results in a shorter time and far superior 
to any he has hitherto obtained or can obtain in any other way at 
present known to medical science. 

New York, August, 1887. 



Blepharitis Margin alis and its Treatment. By A. D. Wil- 
liams, M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

This is the techincal name for inflammation of the edges of 
both lids, but is not entirely correct, as it does not indicate the 
exact nature of the trouble. The primary disease is in the roots 
or bulbs of the lashes. In bad cases, however, the disease of 
the bulbs extends to the adjacent tissue and often involves the 
whole free margin of the lid. Then it becomes properly 
blepharitis marginalis. The exact cause of the disease is un- 
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known. Formerly it was supposed to be caused by parasites and 
was often designated *' tinea tarsi." But that idea is now known 
to be erroneous. It is probable, however, that some kind of a 
mierobian parasite is at the bottom of the trouble. This disease 
attacks all kinds and conditions of people, but the so-called 
scrofulous subjects are particularly liable to have it. The mildest 
form of the disease is difficult to diagnose. Often the only evidence 
of the coming trouble is the easy falling of the lashes. When they 
are pulled upon they come out in large numbers. Then again 
close inspection often discloses very fine bran-like scales nestling 
closely around the lashes on the skin. A slight burning and 
itching constitute the usual subjective symptoms. Later on the 
scales and scabs are well marked, some of the scales projecting 
a quarter of an inch among the lashes, while the scabs lie flat 
down on the skin with yellow points of suppuration showing be- 
neath them. 

Sometimes the disease is manifested only by repeated styes, 
one after another, the patient rarely being free from them. In 
bad cases the edge of the lid often becomes a solid mass of 
scales and crusts and when these are forcibly removed large 
ulcers are found beneath them, which bleed easily and freely. 

Sometimes the lashes disappear, giving the lids a very ugly 
bald appearance. This together with the intense redness of the 
edges of the lids causes great deformity. 

Blepharitis marginalis always causes more or less conjunctivi- 
tis. 

The prognosis is good ; only occasionally a stubborn or diffi- 
cult case is encountered. 

The treatment is simple and can be briefly given. 

In the first place, if the lashes are long and matted together 
by the crusts, making it difficult to remove the latter, snip them 
off close to the skin with scissors. Then remove all the scales 
and scabs with as little violence as possible. If large ulcers are 
found beneath them, touch them with the end of a probe, dipped 
into a strong solution of nitrate of silver (about 20 grs. to the 
ounce). Dry the lids off and rub over the entire free margins 
an ointment composed of vaselin and yellow oxide of mercury 
(1 gr. of latter to 1 drachm of former). This ointment must be 
well rubbed into the sores and in among the roots of the lashes. 
A little of the ointment should be allowed to remain among the 
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lashes to be gradually absorbed. The patient takes the oint- 
ment home with instructions to rub it well into the lids two to 
three times a day, always wiping off the superfluous ointment so 
the lids will not look too greasy. 

This treatment faithfully carried out, will soon make the 
worst cases of blepharitis marginalis get well. The treatment 
however should be continued for quite a while after the lids ap- 
parently get well in order to guard against a return of the 
trouble. 

In making the ointment the medicine should be well mixed 
with the vaselin by rubbing them well together. 

Pulling the lashes out in these cases is unnecessary and may 
be harmful, though writers often advise it. The lashes soon be- 
gin to grow vigorously and the "bald" lid is promptly covered 
with a new crop, relieving entirely the ugly deformity. 

Internal medication is unimportant, but may be used for other 
indications. 



The Comparative Size of Blood Corpuscles in Man and Domes- 
tic Animals. By Freda Detmers, B. Sc, of Columbus, O. * 

Ever since the Hayden murder trial (October, 1879) in Con- 
necticut, the subject of the comparative size of the blood cor- 
puscles of man and animals has awakened greater interest in 
the minds of microscopists and medico-legal experts than it had 
before, and by many it has been made a special work. 

The point of difference about which discussion centers itself 
is, that some investigators attribute to the microscope the powei 
to distinguish between the blood corpuscles of human beings and 
those of other animals, especially of the dog. There are others 
who take the opposite ground, and say that no such distinction 
can be made. 

That the investigation is of great importance, must, I think, 
be admitted by all ; as yet, however, no definite results have been 
obtained. Thus far, each one has to rely on his personal experi- 
ence and investigation into the subject. 



♦Paper read before the American Society of Microscopists at Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Sept. 1, 1887. 
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With a view to ascertain whether there 'is, or is not, an essen- 
tial difference as to size and outline be^iween the blood corpuscles 
of raan and some of our domesticated animals, I determined to 
investigate the subject for myself. 

In order that my measurements could in no way be influenced 
by the results obtained by others, the reports published from time 
to time were not studied until my measurements were completed. 

Of the ten specimens of blood examined, all were taken from 
live animals, with the exception of that of the new-born rabbit, 
which had been dead but a few hours. The cat was under the 
influence of chloroform when the drop of blood was taken, and 
the blood of the new-born child was taken from the umbilical cord, 
and was obtained through the kindness of a ph^^sician. 

All the slides were prepared under the same circumstances and 
in exactly the same way, viz : by putting a small drop of blood 
on a perfectly clean slide, ne^r the edge, then passing this slide, 
drop downwards, gently over another perfectly clean slide, and 
thus spreading the drop of blood over the surface of the latter in an 
uniformly thin layer. When this was dry, a ring of shellac was 
run on the slide ; then a perfectly clean Jth inch cover-glass, 90 
mikra in thickness, was carefully placed on the ring, and when 
this was dry, a ring of shellac was run around the cover. 

The instruments used in the examination of the blood were Bul- 
loch's professional stand with mechanical stage; ToUes' 1-15 
homogeneous immersion objective, corrected at 1 ; numerical 
aperture, 1.30; Bulloch's No. 9 eye-piece, with cob-web micro- 
meter ; W. A. Rogers' stage micrometer, divided in 1-100 milli- 
meters ( 10 mm. or 1001 lines) and in 1-2500 inches Q inches, 
or 1001 lines) ; an Abbe condenser made by Bulloch, and used 
with a small diaphragm ; a common coal oil lamp. 

In all the measurements the objective was corrected at 1 ; 
cedar oil was used as immersion fluid, and the same length of 
tube, 238 mm., as also the same optical tube-length was main- 
tained. 

It is true that with the high amplification I used— 1700 diam- 
eters — no objective, however good, brings out the outline of the 
corpuscles as sharp as a mathematical line. Judgment must be 
used as to how muf^h of the so-called ''shadow" surrounding the 
corpuscle shall be included in the measurement of the corpuscle 
and how much shall be regarded as shadow. Then again the 
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•cobwebs of the micrometer have a certain thickness. This is, 
however, a much more accurate means of determining the actual 
size of a corpuscle than by using the glass micrometer, and then 
guessing at the exact size, where it cannot be measured. 

On each slide the corpuscles which were approximately in 
the center of the field as the slide was moved from right to left, 
were measured. Those that were higher or lower than about 
-one fourth the diameter of the field were not measured, because 
the focus of the outline of these corpuscles above or below a cer- 
tain distance from the center is never fully as sharp as of those 
in the center, and in bringing them to the stationary cobweb, 
into a position where they can best be seen, the slide must 
needs be moved up and down, as well as sideways. In doing this, 
confusion would arise as to which had been, and which had not 
been measured. Of the corpuscles in the center of the field, 
only those were measured which appeared to be approximately 
round ; those showing a marked irregularit}?^ in shape were 
skipped. , 

One hundred corpuscles on each slide were measured, the 
measurements taken in divisions of the eye-piece micrometer. 
Each measurement, as soon as read off, was recorded in the 
tables accompanying the thesis. 

Only the average size of the whole 100, and that of the largest 
^nd smallest corpuscles were reduced from these divisions to 
mtkra, 21.16 of these divisions, with the optical apparatus em- 
ployed, being equal to one mikron. This is the result of many 
measurements of Roger's stage micrometer. 

The measurements were not reduced to inches, because the 
mikron is accepted by the American Society of Microseopists as 
the standard microscopical unit^ and as such it is also recognized 
«11 over Europe. 

The photographs were taken so as to include as many as possi- 
ble of the corpuscles that were measured. These can be meas- 
ured on the negative, and by this means the first results can be 
verified. 

In making the photographs, I used a Blair camera, Bulloch's 
professional stand, ToUes' 1-15 homogeneous immersion objective, 
corrected, at 1 ; Beck's No. 1 eye-piece (approximately a 2-inch 
eye-piece) ; an Abbe condenser, made b}^ Bulloch, used with a 
small diaphragm; a large bull's eye condenser, made by Bausch 
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& Lomb ; a coal oil lamp with a flat No. 3 burner ; Seed's 5x7 
dry plates, sensitometer 21. Time of exposure, 8 minutes. Ex- 
actly the same length of tube, and the same length of camera 
were used for all the photographs, and as Roger's stage micro- 
meter was also photographed with precisely the same appliances, 
the exact amplification, which is 1040 diameters, could be 'easily 
measured on the negative. 

After carefully examining the specimens of blood, I feel that 
I can assert without fear of contradiction, that there can be no 
question but that the blood of human beings can readily be dis- 
tinguished from that of such animals as the mule, cat, calf and 
horse, and more readily from cattle, she6p and pigs. As there 
is so marked a difference, I have thought it necessary to ex- 
amine only the blood of the first three, and to record the results 
obtained. 

The blood corpuscles of these animals are not only on the 
average much smaller, but the largest corpuscles measured are 
smaller than those of but an average size of the human blood. 
This can easily be seen by referring to the tables of measure- 
ments, and also to the photographs. 

Between the blood of the rabbit, dog and man, finer discrimina- 
tion must be made. Although the average size of the blood cor- 
puscles of the two former is smaller than that of man, the dif- 
ference is not very great. It may be, however, that by further 
investigation, by examining other specimens of the blood of these 
animals, this difference may be found to be a permanent one,, 
and agaia we may find it greatly diminished. A much more 
thorough and extensive examination than I have been able to 
make here, must be made before a difference can or ought to be 
established with certainty. 

It is a much simpler matter to distinguish between the blood 
corpuscles of a very young and a full-grown animal of the same 
species than it is to distinguish between those of the full-grown 
rabbit, dog or man. The blood corpuscles of very young ani- 
mals lack symmetry of outline and show a marked inequality 
of contour. Only the minority of the corpuscles are approxi- 
mately round, and these round ones are chiefly those which are 
more are less isolated on the slide. 

A noticeable feature in this connection, discovered in these 
examinations, is that almost invariably the largest corpuscles are 
found where the corpuscles are scattered ; and in a field where 
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they are numerous and close together the general average also ia 
smaller. 

The greater size of the blood corpuscles of young animals,, 
their want of symmetry in outline, and want of roundness, can all 
be explained, if we assume that they are less dense, and hence 
softer than those of older animals. And it seems that the man- 
ner in which the slides were made, brought to bear a greater 
pressure on these softer corpuscles than they could resist, and 
hence they Became spread out, showing distortions which are 
rarely found in the blood corpuscles of older animals, which we 
must assume have become more dense and compact as the animal 
grew older. 

In the specimens examined of the blood of the old dog and of 
the full-grown person, there is certainly a difference in size as to 
the average, and also as to the largest and smallest corpuscles.. 
So, if in, suppose, a criminal case, it should be claimed that a 
certain specimen of blood is that of an old dog, it might be de- 
termined without much difficulty whether it was human or dog's 
blood. But suppose it was claimed to be blood of a young dog, 
one still entitled to be called a pup, then it would be almost im- 
possible td determine which it was, if one expected to decide the 
question by the difference in size only. 

For although there is a very marked difference in the sizes of 
the corpuscles of a young and an old dog, the size of the cor- 
puscles of a young dog corresponds pretty closely with those of 
a grown person. 

* Thus, as to size, we might be at a loss to say which it was, but 
a decision might be arrived at through further investigation, as 
by employing other means than those of measurement only ; here 
the difference in contour and apparent density would be an im- 
portant point. 

The largest corpuscle, 12 -»- mikra, found in the specimen of 
child's blood, is very much larger than any yet found, but the 
average of the 100 corpuscles measured is smaller (to however so. 
slight an amount that it may be due to some mistake in the 
measurements) than the average of the young dog's blood. I 
would, therefore, pronounce it impossible, on the strength of the 
measurement made, to distinguish between the young child's and 
the puppy's blood. 

But even with all the data here furnished, to look at the mat- 
ter carefully from all sides, it would indeed be rash, and in many 
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cases criminal, to arrive at a final conclusion. The investigator 
must be expert, exact, and must have had experience in this 
work ; and not only that, but he must be conscientious, as well. 
It will not do to take for granted that the average size of the en- 
tire quantity of blood corpuscles in any one animal, and much 
less the average size of the whole quantity in all the animals of 
one species, corresponds exactly to the average size of the one 
'hundred corpuscles taken from a single drop of blood. 

Of course, it is utterly impossible to measure every corpuscle 
in the blood of an animal, but a thousand or more should at least 
be measured before the mere hypothesis, that there is a well 
defined difference between the blood corpuscles of human beings 
and those of some of our domesticated animals, can be estab- 
lished as a fact. 

[In the measurements which follow, we have taken the mean 
of each table. — Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

HUMAN blood, NO. 1. 

Largest corpuscle-=20l spaces, or 9.500 mikra 

Smallest »* =141 *' ** 6.660 '* 

Average of 100 corpuscles=175.40 spaces, or 8.290 mikra 

HUMAN blood, NO. 2. 

Largest corpuscle=194 spaces, or 9.168 mikra 

Smallest ** —146 ** ** 6.900 ** 

Average of 100 corpuscles=-169.13 spaces, or 8.000 mikra 

blood of new-born white babbit. 

Largest corpuscle-— 214 spaces, or 10.110 mikra 

Smallest ** — 89 ** '* 4.210 ** 

Average of 100 corpuscles-=176.4 spaces, or 8.340 mikra 

BLOOD of aged RABBIT. 

Largest corpuscle-=178 spaces, or 8.410 mikra ' 

Smallest " -=112 ** ** 5.290 " 

Average of 100 corpuscles-=156.93 spaces, or 7.420 mikra 

BLOOD OF DOG (AGED). 

Largest corpuscle=196 spaces, or 9.260 mikra 

Smallest '* =138 '* " 6.520 ** 

Average of 100 corpuscles=162.65 spaces, or 7.670 mikra 

BLOOD OF PUPPY, 5 DAYS OLD. 

Largest corpuscle=220 spaces, or 10.397 mikra 

Smallest '' =160 ** ** 7.560 ** 

Average of 100 corpuscles=191.04 spaces, or 9.0283 mikra 
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blood of mule. 

Largest corpuscle=165 spd,ces, or 7.798 mikra 

Smallest ** — 97 '* ** 4.584 *' 

Average of 100 corpuscles=128.3 spaces, or 6.063 mikra 

BLOOD OF CALF (3 DAYS OLD). 

Largest eorpuscle=150 spaces, or 7.089 mikra 

Smallest ** =103 '* " 4.868 " 

Average of 100 corpuscles=126 spaces, or 5.990 mikra 

BLOOD OF AGED CAT, MALE. 

Largest corpuscle=150 spaces, or 7.089 mikra 

Smallest *' =103 ** ** 4.868 '* 

Average of 100 eorpuscles=126 spaces, or 5.990 inikra 

BLOOD OF NEW-BORN CHILD. 

Largest corpnscle=260 spaces, or 12.287 mikra 

Smallest ** =140 " ** 6.616 ** 

Average of 100 corpuscles=191.03 spaces, or 9.028 mikra 



^ospxtal Xloks. 

ST. LOUIS CITY HOSPITAL. 
H. C. Dalton, M. D., Superintendent. 

XVIII. — Compound Fracture of Forearm ; — ^Non-Union ; — Re- 
peated Operations ; — Partial Success. By Bransford Lewis, 
M. D., Assistant Superintendent. 

B. D., aged 35, German, single, teamster, on June 16th, 1885, 
was thrown from a wagon to the ground, striking on his left 
arm. A compound fracture of the radius and ulna, at the 
junction of the upper with the middle third, resulted. It was 
treated antiseptically and dressed in a felt splint. The wound 
at first suppurated, but afterwards healed slowly. There seemed 
to be no attempt at union during the first month, at the end of 
which time a plaster-of-paris splint was applied, and five weeks 
later, the same condition being present, it was again applied, but 
without success. On Dec. 9th, the bones were cut down on ; their 
ends were found to be rounded and covered with fibrous tissue ; 
they were sawn off evenly and drawn together by means of sil- 
ver sutures. A rubber tube drained the secretions through a 
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counter opening on the ulnar side of the forearm. After sew- 
ing the wound and dressing it &ntiseptically, an anterior board 
splint for the forearm, and a posterior right angled pasteboard 
splint for the arm and forearm, were applied. Primary union of 
the soft parts followed but the bones remained ununited. 

The operation was repeated on May 31st, but without any 
better success. On Jan. 12th, 1887, a third operation was per- 
formed. This time the bones were sawn so as to overlap, thus: 







Fig. C. 

apposition being maintained by means of an ivory peg inserted 
into holes drilled through each pair of fragments and held there 
by figure-of-eight silver wire. In this instance antisepticism waa 
not so strictly observed, some inflammatory action being desired 

« 

about the bones. Suppuration did ensue, with the inflammation, 
which at one time threatened erysipelas, but this was prevented 
by the application of carbolized glycerin. By June 1st toler* 
ably firm union had taken place between the fragments of both 
bones, that of the ulna being the stronger. 

The patient was then allowed to carry the arm in a sling, and 
at the time of his discharge, July 13th, he was able to make 
considerable use of it. Throughout the patient's whole affliction, 
he had excellent general health, and no direct cause could be as- 
signed for the refusal of the bones to unite. 

XIX. — Telegrapher's Palsy. — Improvement. 

H. R. B., male, set. 27, American, single, telegraph operator^ 
a man of intemperate habits, had worked at his profession for 
ten years before the trouble for which he entered the hospital 
Aug. 28th, 1887, came on. He had had previous slight attacks 
of cramps in the afflicted arm, but they were only transient. 
About a month before his arrival, he first felt a numbness in the 
right hand (the one with which he worked), and foiind, twelve 
hours later, that he could not elevate his hand by means of the 
extensor muscles. This condition had continued up to the time 
of examination. It was found too, that sensation was diminished 
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on the extensor surface of the limb and that the flexor muscles 
were somewhat weakened. No cause for the malady, other than 
his occupation could be discovered. 

Local f aradism was used for three days, with some improve- 
ment, when the patient insisted on going out. 



Clinical Keports from priDate practice* 

Compound Comminuted Fracture of the Left Femur. By W. 
F. WiLKiNS, M. D., of Ottawa, Kas. 

I was called by telegram to a neighboring town, in consulta- 
tion with Dr. B., in a case of compound comminuted fracture of 
the left femur. Mr. J. W. G., while mowing grass on his farm, 
lost control of his team and in the runaway sustained the injury 
mentioned above. The attending physician had determined to 
amputate at the upper third, but the patient objecting, I was 
called in council. 

The long sharp bone from the fracture had, by the machine, 
been driven through the tissue, between the rectus and sartorius 
muscles, into the ground. I reached the wounded man three 
hours after the accident. The doctor had a compressor on the 
thigh twisted with a stick and wsis waiting. After making a 
cursory examination and consulting with my colleague, at the 
earnest solicitation of the patient and his family, we determined 
to make an effort to save the limb. 

Accordingly a mixture of ether and chloroform was adminis • 
tered to complete anaesthesia. The wound and bones were 
thoroughly cleansed with carbolized hot water. My instruments 
and hands were washed also in the solution. An incision was 
made obliquely across the sartorius muscle, down through the 
tissue to the bone, about ten inches in length. 

The bones were then carefully dissected bare. While two as- 
sistants retracted the soft parts, with an archimedian drill I 
made two perforations through the first, reaching down through 
the second and third pieces of bone, drew a double silver wire 
through and around the detached pieces and twisted it firmly to- 
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gether, carefully filed off the ends and bent them down into small 
excavations made with a gouge for their reception. I then cleans- 
ed the whole with antiseptic water and brought the wound together 
with seven wire sutures. 




-^^-<f 



Fig. 7. 

A, was entirely separate from other fragments. B, was entirely 
separate from other fragments. C, the piece which stuck into the^ 
ground, a, b, line of wire suture. 

Iodoform was thoroughly dusted over the entire wound, and 
blown into the interstices and the whole was covered with absorb- 
ent cotton. A continuous bandage completed the work. 

The injured limb rested for five days on pillows, when the 
dressing was removed and a plaster-of-paris dressing substituted. 
It was remarkable that very little pus had formed, and the- 
major part of the wound had closed by first intention. During 
these five days he was given the following prescription : 

B^ Fl. Ext. Gelsera. Semp. 3 i. 

" Verat. Vir 5 ss. 

Aqute dis. q. s.ad S v^"* 

M. S. A teapsoonf ul every two hours. 

On the ninth day there was no evidence of fever, and the- 
temperature being normal, the sedative was discontinued. 

He made a rapid and good recovery in twenty-one days. 

At this writing he is able to attend to his business on the farm,, 
walking with the aid of a cane. A slight limp only remains to 
attest to the terrible injury of three weeks ago. 

I am of the opinion that any other treatment, looking to the- 
retention of the limb, would have resulted in failure. If I am, 
in error, I court criticism. 

It may be added, that in making the incision, the rectus mus- 
cle was not incised but dissected up and down to one side. The^ 
sartorius was diagonally severed and when the wound was closed 
the parts of this muscle were brought into a position as nearly 
normal as possible. No large bloodvessels were wounded.. 
What little haemorrhage there was, hot water controlled easily. 
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£orrespon&ence* 

DISLOCATIONS OF THE VERTEBRi PROMINENS. 

The dislocations of the various joints in the human frame have^ 
been considered with various comments ; their reduction has been, 
studied, discussed by various surgeons who have made it a life- 
study. I have studied the various methods of many authors,, 
such as Hamilton, Gross, Druitt and others, and I am not going 
to dictate how the reduction of a luxation of an articulation 
should be done ; but, in my opinion, each one of these authors 
has his pet hobby as to how a certain dislocation should be re^ 
duced. I have had dislocations of nearly every class to attend to. 
and have reduced every one, which could be reduced, by manipuU 
ation; the only one which I met that, as the boy said, ''floored, 
me" was an inward dislocation of the vertebra prominens, 

I was called to see a young man who was with others under^ 
the influence of ardent spirits just enough to make them 
**funny." In the evening, while amusing themselves — having a 
jolly time, one of their comrades let his companions take him and, 
throw him over a small bush upon the frozen ground. In falling 
he struck upon his shoulders, driving the vertebra above men^ 
tioned, inward about an inch. Not being able to get up, they 
thought at first that he was in fun and let him lie for a few min-v 
utes ; but when they found that he was not able to rise they car^ 
ried him into the house, thinking that he would soon recover^ 
About two o'clock in the night I was called, and upon inquiry tol^ 
them that he was paralyzed and would probably die. I found all 
of his extremities and the lower portion of the body paralyzed. 
His lungs and heart acted normally. Being asked if it would da 
any good to send for another surgeon, I told them that they might 
do as they chose, but it would not be of any use. 

They then telegraphed to my friend, Dr. J. P. Anthony, of 
Sterhng, 111. Upon his arrival, in a few hours, before going ta 
the bed-side, he asked what the trouble was and I told him.. 
Upon examination he found the case as above stated. He alsc^ 
stated that the patient would probably not live twenty-four hours^x 
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I attended him while he lived and had to draw his urine with a 
catheter about every twelve hours. He could not move any part 
of the body but the head ; this he rolled from side to side until life 
was extinct, about forty-eight hours from the time of injury. 

A young man, while riding in a buggy, was thrown out, dislo- 
cating his ankle and turning the foot almost square around and 
outward. I was called to see him in the night and when I looked 
at the foot I told some who were standing by that it was rather 
an awkward position. I took hold of the foot and leg above the 
ankle and by very little manipulation with my hands, reduced 
the luxation, producing scarcely any pain. I ordered cold water 
dressings and in less than a month my patient was able to be 
upon his feet again. 

Wm. Henry, M. D. 

Harmon, 111. 



TORN-OUT TENDOXS. 

Editors Journal. — Noticing that the St. Louis Medical and 
Surgical Journal is publishing a series of cases of torn-out 
tendons I send you a short report of a case that occurred in my 
practice. 

Last summer Mr. J. C. C — , Jr., while adjusting something 
connected with the binding attachment of a reaper, while in 
motion, had his hand caught by the beak or needle of the bind- 
'cr, which passed obliquely through the knuckle of the little fin- 
ger of the right hand in such a manner as to destroy the joint, 
and, hooking under the extensor tendon, brought it away entire- 
ly, — the point of separation being near its origin or forearm. 

The joint being useless — the little finger was amputated, an 
oblique portion of the metacarpal bone being removed with it. 

The non-appearance of anything like distinct inflammatory 
symptoms along the extensive track, through which that long ten- 
don was drawn, was a matter of some surprise. The muscular 
fibers still adherent to the proximal end would indicate lacera- 
tion that would seem a suflScient cause for more suffering than 
was experienced. 

I might add that strict antiseptic dressings were used, which 
may account for the freedom from acute symptoms, and his rapid 
recovery, as in ten days he was able to resume work. 

F. L. Maithews, M. D. 
.Springfield, Ills. 
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San Minguel del Mkzquital, Estado de Zacatecas, Mexico. 
Editors of The St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal : 

In. the August number of your Journal, I noticed a case of 
torn -out tendons of tlie big toe, by Dr. W. V. Kingsbury of St. 
Louis. As I have treated a very similar case I will state it briefly r 

The 12th of last February a Mexican of about 24 years of age,, 
cattle herder by occupation, called on me to prescribe for his fing- 
er. He showed me his right hand with the first phalanx of the 
thumb missing. He took out of his pocket the missing phalanx, 
with the corresponding two tendons on it. He told me, that eight 
days before, while lassoing a wild steer his thumb became tangled 
in the lasso and the running bull tore it out. As eight days had 
elapsed before I saw him, the torn-out phalanx and tendons had 
shrunk to a considerable extent, and the soft parts of the second 
phalanx were very much lacerated and suppurating. He told me 
that he had bathed the whole hand in cold water continually since 
the accident happened. Therefore the inflammation had subsided 
when 1 saw him. As I had doubts of effecting a cure by granu- 
lation, I thought best to amputate the second phalanx, but he 
would not consent to it under any circumstances. All he wanted, 
he said, was medicine for his finger, as he had to leave the same 
day for his home, a distance of about 30 or 35 English miles. 

I cleansed the wound thoroughly with a weak solution of car- 
bolic acid, and told him to keep it clean and to dress it twice a 
day with carbolated oil. 

Acid. Carbol. Ji 

01. Oliv I....5 X 

I did not again see or hear of my patient, until about three 
months afterwards, when I had occassion to visit the hacienda 
where he was working. The recovery was complete. Having 
followed my instructions closely, he told me the wound had closed 
in about 25 days, without having formed an abscess or causing 
any other inconvenience. The tendons seemed to be, on close ex- 
amination, as in Dr. Kingsbury's case, torn out by their muscular 
attachment, as I could not detect any defect in their structure. 

As it is the first case I have seen in 20 years practice, and as 
Dr. Kingsbury correctly states, the cases are exceptionally rare, 
I thought it of sufl3cient interest to report to your widely circu- 
lating Journal. 

H. SCHULTZ, M. D. 

Sept , 9th, 1887. 



[Oct. , 



€&ttoriaI Department. 

Frank L. James, Ph. D., M. D., and A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, 
A. M., M. D., Editors. 

Frank M. Rumbold, M. D., Business Manager. 



Terms, $2.00 per annum, in advance. Foreign Countries within 
the Postal Union $2.25. 

Ail communications should be addressed to Box 626, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

ANTIPYRINE A PATENT MEDICINE. 



It may not be generally known that the substance called 
Antipyrine and concerning which we have recently received two 
or three communications, is a patent medicine in the strictest 
sense of the words. Not merely is there a trade-mark covering the 
name, but the medicine itself is actually patented, and conse- 
quently is in exactly the same category, so far as medical ethics 
are concerned, as Mrs. Winslows' Soothing Syrup, Jagg's Anti- 
urinicon, Reginald de Courcy's Bile-beans or Smith's Liver Erec- 
tor. 

That the physicians have not found out this fact is surely not 
the fault of Dr. Knorr or his American representatives, since we 
find in several trade apd secular journals the following advertise- 
ment, liberally ''displayed." 

Antipyrine, the New Febrifuge. & Co. of New York, 

proprietors of American Patent No. 307, 399, dated Washington, 
October 28th, 1884. Every package mvM have number and date 
of American Patent^ also the trade mark * ' Dr. Knorr' s Antipyrine. ' ' 

In despite of this advertisement we confess we were ignorant 
of the fact that the drug was patented and hence have admitted 
certain notices of it into our columns. Our excuse is that we had 
never used the drug nor had we ever seen a package of it. This 
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'excuse cannot, however, be plead by those who are filling or try- 
ing to fill the pages of reputable medical journals with glowing 
tributes to the virtues of the patented stu^, since if the advertise- 
ment be true they must be aware of the patent. 

In admitting the short notes which have hitherto appeared we 
huX followed the example set by that model of professional pro- 
priety, the Journal of the American Medical Association, which in 
its number for July 2nd, 1887, published in extenso a paper in 
praise of the remedy, from the pen of Dr. N. S. Davis, Jr. , the 
«on of its Editor-in-Chief. "Consistency's a jewel." 



THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS. 

The Ninth International Medical Congress has been held and 
we may now pass judgment upon it. It was not that brilliant 
■success which its sanguine friends wished to see, nor was it the 
•dismal failure which its opponents predicted. In point of num- 
bers it was successful to a marked degree; one thing, 
however, being noticed, viz : the paucity of foreigners ; and while 
there were but few of these present, they were gentlemen who 
stand high at home and they shed a certain amount of lustre 
upon the Congress. So taken all-in-all, in point of attendance, 
it was a successful meeting. 

In regard to the scientific communications which were made, 
it must be confessed that the standard of excellence attained at 
the London and Copenhagen meetings was not maintained at 
Washington. A large number of papers were read and discussed. 
And many had better been left at home. On the other hand 
many of the papers presented are of the highest scientific value, 
and will reflect honor both upon their authors, and upon the Con- 
gress. 

The Committee of Arrangements of the Congress arranged a 
number of social features very admirably, but, unfortunately were 
unable to carry out the details with that thoroughness which the 
conditions demanded. Thus at the conversazione in Pen- 
sion Hall, held the first evening, everybody was indiscriminately 
admitted so that the hall, large as it is, was filled almost to suf- 
focation and the decorated trans- Atlantic scientist found himself 
elbowed by the ragged representative of American Democracy. 
In like manner at the President's reception, any and every one was 
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admitted and the physicians attending the Congress and for whom 
this reception had been arranged, were compelled to stand in lino- 
for hours. 

Barring a few unpleasant events of this character, every^ 
thing went along smoothly, and there was but one incident to 
mar the general placidity of the surface and this was not a home 
quarrel. 

The Western physicians did well and the broadness of their 
views and of their methods was the subject of observation and of 
commendation. 

Many old friendships were renewed and new ones formed 
through those interesting and enjoyable occasions, the nine o'clock 
dinners. 



THEISM— THEINISM. 

The English language abounds in anomalies and is especially 
rich in words which, though spelled exactly alike, mean totally dif- 
erent things or conditions ; but we imagine that the entire list of 
verbal isomorphs, to borrow a term from chemistry, might be 
sifted without finding a parallel for the absurdity presented by the 
newly coined name for intoxication from the use of tea {thea 
viridis or thea hohea) — theism. By long usage this word has ac« 
quired the signification of "the belief in the existence of a god'" 
(in contradistinction to atheism), and this is the first idea sug- 
gested to one on seeing it, even when it heads an article in the 
pages of a medical journal. 

Of course, we have no fault to find with the word itself in its 
new significance, since it is constructed accurately enough upon 
the rules of language ; but it seems to us that, for the sake of 
perspicuity and the avoidance of adding to our language any 
more words of double import, it would be far better to make use 
of another term. Since theine is the active principle in the in- 
toxication which has been dubbed Hheism', an equally correct 
derivative would be theinism, and it would be free from the ob- 
jections urged above. 

The subject (theinism) is one likely to be much written about 
in the near future, since from a combination of reasons, chief of 
which are the constant cheapening of teas by improved methods 
of transportation, etc., and the growth of prohibition, tea is com. 
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ing more and more into excessive use among the masses — which 
of course will lead to frequent examples of the form of intoxica 
cation. A very excellent and valuable study of the subject has 
recently appeared in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal 
from the pen of Dr. William N. Bullard of Boston, whose con- 
clusions may be briefly summarized as follows : 

(1) That the action of tea is cumulative. 

(2) That its action is more pronounced on the young, and on 
those subject to anaemia, or in a depressed physical condition, 
Although persons otherwise healthy not infrequently show toxic 
symptoms. 

(3) That among the class of people under consideration, who, 
a.s a rule, use medium grades of Oolong tea and Souchong 
{English Breakfast Tea), the average amount needed to cause 
toxic symptoms is a little less than five cups per diem, • 

(4) That chronic tea-poisoning is a frequent affection, and that 
its most common symptoms are loss of appetite, dyspepsia, pal- 
pitation, headache, vomiting and nausea, combined with nervous- 
ness and various forms of functional nervous a^ections, hysteri- 
cal or neuralgic. These symptoms are frequently accompanied 
hy constipation, and pain in the left side or cardiac region. 



FRESHNESS PERSONIFIED. 

The gosling condition of the newly graduated physician— 
that in which the proud possessor of the creaseless sheepskin 
thinks that what he does not know is not worth knowing, and that 
the eyes of an admiring world are fixed upon him, is but a very 
mild form of egoistic idiocy when compared to that displayed by 
a weak man who fortuitously finds himself in the proud position 
of editor of a medical journal in which his lucubrations may see 
the light without being pruned and corrected by more experi- 
enced hands, or running the gauntlet of the wastebasket and the 
ofiSce stove. It makes no difference that the journal is a twenty- 
four octavo-page monthly, at a dollar a year, with a couple of 
hundred paying subscribers — he is just as proud of his screeds 
■as though he owned the Lancet and spoke to a hundred thousand 
readers. 

Such men are usually reformers, or would-be reformers, who 
fancy that they have a mission to perform, a high and noble 
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destiny to fulfill, and they announce he fact in their ^'salutato* 
ries" with many a rhetorical flourish, in which pathetic wails for 
the degeneracy of modern medicine are mingled with verbose de- 
clarations of their intended "reforms". The "code" and its viola- 
tions, the wickedness and short-comings of specialists and, above- 
all, the general cussedness of older and especially of successful 
journals, are fruitful themes for his "facile pen." 

We were led to this train of thought by receiving a marked 
copy of a little journal, published in Pittsburgh, Pa., of the 
sort alluded to above. It has safely reached the ninth number 
of its first year and is blessed with seven editors. Its chief mis- 
sion, judging from the character of its "original" matter is to 
reform medical advertising, or rather the advertising pages of 
regular medical journals — a subject which, according to the old 
saw about money and children, it feels itself peculiarly qualified 
^o talk, since it has no advertising to speak of. It announces in 
bold face long primer that "no secret, trade mark or proprietary^ 
medicines will be admitted into its columns," — an announcement,, 
under the circumstances, which recalls the old song — 
**I cannot marry you, my pretty maid! 
Nobody asked you, sir! she said." 

An article in our Journal on "Substitution by Druggists" and" 
another commenting on some impertinent remarks of Dr. Squibb,, 
having excited the virtuous indignation of the editors of this- 
bantling, it proceeds in its August number to bewail the fact that 
such stuff *'from an obscure western journal" should have been 
widely copied and favorably commented upon by almost the en-^ 
tire medical press of America. 

Those who have followed the course of the St. Louis Medical. 
AND Surgical JouRNALknow that during its forty-four years(near- 
ly) of continuous existence, it has never admitted to its pages the- 
advertisement of a secret remedy, nor that of any "proprietary**^ 
or "trade-mark"preparation that availed itself of other than legi- 
timate medical journals, or addressed itself to other than physi- 
cians. Further, they know that we hold that while the physician' 
who is not able to write his own prescriptions and compose his own 
formulse is not worthy of the name, we also hold that when one^ 
finds a drug or combination of drugs of known formula, ready 
prepared by responsible men and which in many cases will answer 
as well or even better than his formulae, he would be worse than 
a fool not to use it, even though it be protected by a proprietary 
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name. In such cases, as we have said before, the name is but 
the guinea's stamp, a guarantee of genuineness and currency, 
and we cannot, for the life of us, see the difference between him 
who prescribes McMunn's Elixir, Hoffmann's Anodyne, Squibb' s 
ether or chloroform, or Merck's cocaine, and him who writes 
Bromidia or Listerine, Celerina or Acid-Phosphate. 

The entire argument of the Pittsburgh journal is weak and 
puerile, as its arraignment of the entire respectable medica^ 
press of the world for venality and corruption, is egotistic and 
pharasaic. ^'I am holier than thou" has been heard too often 
before this to attract any further attention. 

As to the '^obscurity" of this ''Western Journal" we would 
remark that it goes to every civilized country on the globe, and is 
known and quoted quite as often as any other published in this 
region, at any rate. The very journal which contains the offen- 
sive screed has within its very limited space, two articles taken 
from our pages — one duly accredited, the other stolen. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Benzol. — ^Numerous correspondents have written to us within 
the past few months asking information concerning this product. 
Many tell us that their druggists give them benzin when they ask 
for benzol, and assure them that the two substances are identi- 
cal. Others complain that they get a fluid labelled benzol, but 
differing from typical benzol not only in specific gravity, odor 
and color, but in its chemical and physical reactions. This 
anomalous state of things would not have been surprising a few 
years ago, when benzol had but few uses in the arts and sciences ; 
but at the present time, when there is scarcely a hamlet in the 
United States that does not contain one or more workers with the 
microscope, and where every large city contains its hundreds to 
whom benzol is a necessity, we confess it is a curious comment- 
ary upon the conservatism and ignorance of a portion of the 
drug trade. The error or confusion in the names was due origin- 
ally to the imperfect knowledge of the series of hydrocarbons 
to which the substances in question belong, and secondly to the 
unadjusted differences between the old and new chemical 
nomenclatures, and it has been perpetuated by the peculiarities 
of one manufacturer (Merck) who labels his benzol as the fancy 
happens to suit him, benzin or benzol. In the exact chemical 
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nomenclature of to-daj the name benzin is applied to a mixture 
of hydrocarbons of the series C^ H^^^^, obtained from petroleum. 
It has the well-known, rank, disagreeable odor of coal oil in an 
intensified degree, which is modified but slightly by the purifying 
process known as deodorizing (God save the mark!). It is a sol- 
vent of many oils, fats and resins but fails to attack or attacks 
but imperfectly many which are soluble in pure benzol. It is also 
known in commerce as benzoline, and by the Germans as petro- 
leum ether. Benzol on the contrary, is a definite substance hav- 
ing the formula C^ Hg. It is found in commerce in two grades 
viz: (1) benzol (sometimes labelled benzol piira)jhB.\ijig a speci- 
fic gravity of 0.88 (about), an ethereal but somewhat nauseous 
odor (especially on evaporating)and remains fiuid at a temperature 
as low as zero Fahr. : (2) benzol purissima^ or chemically pure 
benzol is the former purified by redistillation after repeated 
washings in dilute sulphuric acid and solutions of potassium 
hydrate. It has a pleasant, fruity odor, reminding one of gum 
benzoin, and crystalizes at 32^ F. into rhombic prisms. The ben- 
zol pura retails in this city at 85 cts. per lb., and the purissima at 
$1.60. A firm in Baltimore has put an article upon the market 
labelled '*pure benzol," a few specimens of which we have seen. 
It is not by any means, what it claims to be — if Merck's benzol 
purissima is taken as a standard. 

Capsicum Annuum.— Dr. C. E. Olmstead, of 322 W. 37th 
St., N. Y., says "I saw a quotation from your journal recom- 
mending capsicum annuum for bruises, etc. What is it?" This 
is another question which has been asked several times. On pre- 
scribing it here, several druggists declared that there was no 
such drug, and that the wholesale houses did not know it. This 
is simply inexcusable, since the dispensatories (if not the Phar- 
macopoeia) give a full history and description of the plant, which 
is nothing more nor less than the common annual red pepper of 
the gardens. It is also known as capsicum fastigiaium. 



11887.] 



Department of Znicroscopy. 

CONDUCTED BY 

Frank L. James, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

Clinical Microscopical Technology. — Owing to pressure 
upon our columns from other sources we are compelled to omit 
this subject this month. In the next number we shall take up 
the technology of the microscopical examination of blood. 

ff 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY. 

/ The Gathering at Pittsburgh was a disappointment in one 

respect only — in the matter of numbers ; in every other it was a 
very decided success. The absentees embraced among them a 
^number of the old 'stand-bys,' men who have hitherto been pre- 

r usent at every meeting, and whose absence was therefore the more 

noticeable. Among those after whom most frequent inquiry was 
made, and whose arrival was hoped for even up to the last day of 
the gathering, were Governor Jacob D. Cox, of Ohio ; Mr. E, H. 
<3rriffith; Prof. Hamilton Smith; Dr. Clapp, of New Albany, 
Ind., and his inseparable companion and friend. Dr. Sloan, of 
the same place ; Mr. Walmsley, the optician, of Philadelphia ; 
Prof. Newcomer, of Indianapolis; Prof. Stowell, of Ann Airbor; 
Dr. Taylor C&reybeard"), of Thibodeaux, La., and Dr. Tom 
Taylor, of Washington, D. C. ; Dr. Bob Dayton, of Cleveland ; 
Dr. Stillson, of Indianapolis; Prof. E. Seymour, of Normal 111., 
and many others who have never hitherto failed to put in an ap- 
pearance at the annual gatherings. The reasons for their sever- 
al absences were eagerly inquired into, and generally disclosed 
the fact that they were due to circumstances entirely beyond in- 
dividual control, and not to any waning interest in microscopy 
or in the Society which now represents the science in America. 
Several of the absentees are teachers whose schools begin early 
in September, a fact which we trust will not be forgotten by the 
Executive Committee in the future, in the choice of the time for 
the annual meeting. 
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With this single exception a more genial and thoroughly 
homogeneous crowd never assembled under the hospitable roof 
of the Monongahela House in Pittsburgh. The accommodations 
were ample and to spare, the table was first class, and the at- 
tention perfect. Not a single complaint was heard on either or 
any score until the very close, when in settling accounts it was- 
found that the charges were slightly in excess of the figures pub- 
lished by the Local Committee of Arrangements. This too, was 
easily explained and arranged, and the crowd left Pittsburgh 
thoroughly pleased with their visit and the results of the meeting. 

The Credit for the happy condition of things described 
above is due very largely, — indeed almost entirely to the effi- 
cient and untiring labors of the Local Committee of Arrange- 
ments, composed of members of the Iron City Microscopical 
Society, of whom the head and front was Mr. C. C. Mellor, a 
gentleman who has proven himself a man especially fitted by 
nature and education to direct the business part of great under- 
takings — and surely it is a great undertaking to arrange for the 
comfort, amusement and work of a large number of visiting 
scientists, and to arrange a programme of work and play for a 
week that shall suit every one and go off without one single 
mishap, clash, or failure. Of course, he was most ably seconded 
by the others of the Committee, and indeed by the whole local 
society, each and every member of which seemed to have noth- 
ing elsp to do other than seeing that their guests left Pittsburgh 
with a contented mind and a proper appreciation of their won- 
derful city and its marvelous resources. 

Thc.Sessions of the Society were held in the chapel or lect- 
ure room of the First Presbyterian Church, and had a building 
been erected especially for the occasion it could not possibly 
have met the requirements better or more thoroughly. The room 
waB amply large, the acoustic properties were perfect, and the gal- 
leries and lobbies, committee rooms, etc., afforded most excellent 
accommodations for the display of instruments and apparatus. 
At no other meeting have the members of the society been able 
to see and hear so well as at this one. 

The Papers. While taking a wide range, as was to be ex- 
pected in a society where the members represent so many of the 
arts and sciences united only by microscopy, those bearing di- 
rectly upon the microscope in medicine or its kindred sciences 
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were marked by their absence. But two or three papers of di- 
rect value to the physician were presented. One of these was- 
from the pen of a lady— a thesis on the comparative size of the 
blood corpuscles in man and domestic animals, by Miss Freda 
Detmers, B. Sc, of Ohio University. This paper is a remark- 
able one from any standpoint in which we may view it and fully 
justifies us in presenting the very full report thereof which ap- 
pears elsewhere. We can only say of its author that she is the- 
daughter of Professor H. J. Detmers, M. D., V. S.. etc., edu- 
cated under his eye and inheriting his well-known talent for ex- 
act investigation. We only regret that we are unable to repro- 
duce the wonderfully beautiful photographs which accompanied 
the paper and illustrated it, since we consider the work as by far 
the best and most thorough contribution to this branch of medi- 
co-legal science made of late years. 

Prof. T. J. Burrill, of Champaign, Ills., whose very interest- 
ing paper on Bacteria and Diseases, read at Chautauqua was 
published in the Journal last year, and was so widely copied 
and commented upon, read a supplementary paper on Disease 
Germs, of which. we will give a resume next month. 

Another paper of great value was on the Bacterial Origin of 
Foot-rot in sheep. It was a graduating thesis of a pupil of Prof. 
Detmers, and was marked by a thoroughness of research and a. 
neatness and beauty of experimentation of the highest order, 
Most unfortunately the manuscripts and memoranda of the 
writer were lost on the homeward trip and the name %f the 
author cannot now be recalled. We will make amends in a. 
future number, as the work is well worthy of the closest study 
by every physician. In this, as in the paper by Miss Detmers, 
the exact and painstaking habits of Professor Detmers show 
through every line, though only reflected by the work of the- 
pupil. 

Of the other papers we may incidentally say that those of 
Professors Rogers, Kellicott, Gage, Burrill, and Seaman were of 
exceptional value to the science of microscopy. 

The Working Session, held in the room used for meetings 
the chairs being removed for the occasion, was marked by more 
than the usual practical and interesting features. Dr. Reeves, of 
Wheeling, and others, illustrated the uses and management of 
the various microtomes, parenchymatous embedding, etc. The 
various processes of injecting, preparation and mounting were 
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practically illustrated by numbers of experts. In fact the entire 
technique of microscopy, with all the latest and individual im- 
provements, was most thoroughly demonstrated. Of the prac- 
tical value of such seances it is a waste of time to speak, since 
in all mechanical operations one demonstration with the instru- 
ments and material is worth a library of treatises. As a proof 
of the very high value in which the prmciple is held, a proposi- 
tion is now before the society looking to a change of the consti- 
tution by which a portion of each day will hereafter be given to 
practical demonstration. This proposition (put in the form of a 
motion) under the constitution must lie over one year before it 
-can be acted upon, and while a few doubt the wisdom of the pro- 
ceeding (thinking that the scientific character of the work of the 
society will be lowered thereby) there is no doubt of the accept- 
ance of the proposed change. The plan will probably be con- 
siderably modified, however, before its final adoption, and the ar- 
rangements will be so made that sessions for the reading and 
discussion of papers will go on simultaneously with the working 
sessions. This can easily be effected when the accomodations 
are as good as they were at Pittsburgh. Unfortunately their 
is but one Pittsburgh, however, and we are afraid that this fact 
will stand in the way of the success of the plan. 

The Soiree. — This took place at the old City Hall, and was 
attended by over 3000 of the best citizens of Pittsburgh. So 
complete were the arrangements of the Local Committee that not 
the slighest unpleasant incident occurred. The ventilation of the 
room was perfect, and the suffocation and crowding of all the 
former years were absent. The display of microscopes and the 
exhibition of preparations were fully equal to former years, hav- 
ing never been exceeded, either as to quantity or quality. The 
audience was orderly, decorous and appreciative, therein differing 
very widely from the herd that tramped through the hall at 
Chautauqua on the previous year. Altogether it was a fitting 
finale to the best meeting in many respects that the Society has 
yet held. Not a microscope nor a piece of apparatus was injured ; 
not a slide nor a preparation stolen and there was absolutely no 
trouble or friction in getting to or away from the Hall. Anothe^ 
feather in Local Committee's cap ! 

The Officers for the Ensuing year. — By a change in the 
•by-laws eflected on the motion of Dr. W. J. Lewis, the nominat- 
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ing committee was appointed at the morning session on Wednes- 
day (2nd day) with orders to report on the ensuing morning. 
This is a change in the right direction, as it will practically give 
the Society a chance to know and say something about the choice- 
of the nominating committees, who have hitherto virtually elected 
as well as selected the officers. Under the new rule the commit- 
tee reported early on Thursday morning the names of Professor • 
D. S. Kellicott, for President ; Dr. Detmers and Dr. Gage, Vice- 
Presidents; Prof. T. J. Burrill, Secretary; Dr. S. M. Mosgrove, 
Treasurer. The Executive Committee consists of C. C. Mellor, 
of Pittsburgh, Dr. Seaman, of Washington, and Dr. Mandeville, 
of New Orleans. The election of Professor Kellicott to the pre- 
sidency was a delicate and well-merited compliment in recogni- 
tion of his arduous duties as secretary during the past six years. 
Dr. Fell, the retiring treasurer, resolutely set himself against 
any use of -his name for a continuance in office, and insisted that 
somebody else be made to bear the burthens and assume the 
thankless role of "dunner for dues'* and custodian of the- 
Society's currency and property generally. Dr. Fell has been a 
most assiduous worker for the advancement of the society, and 
knew that it could not be carried on upon any but a sound 
financial basis. He therefore made no bones of dunning de-- 
linquent members assiduously, and so well known was this fact 
that old members usually bad their annual fees ready in one hand . 
when with the other they "shook hands" with him on lyrival. 
The new treasurer has served as assistant secretary for the past 
two years and is well-known as an ardent friend of the cause of 
microscopy . 

The Tolles and Spencer Fund, — ^This fund, inaugurated 
n 1884 at the Rochester meeting and started by a five guinea sub- 
scription from the Royal Microscopical Society, has hitherto lan- 
guished. Nobody cared to subscribe to it, since no definite ob- 
ject (other than to do honor to the names of the dead opticians) 
or method of applying the funds was suggested by the founders, 
of it. At the late meeting Prof. Rogers proposed that the 
Society devote the interest of the fund to the institution of an 
annual prize to be worked for by the members of the society, and 
for the encouragement of young men engaged in experimental 
research. After some discussion the resolution was adopted, 
and in a moment money began to flow into the fund from all over 
the house in sums of ten, twenty and twenty-five dollars, the result 
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being a net gain of two hundred or two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars. It is known that a number of the friends of Tolles and 
Spencer will materially swell this by subscriptions already pro- 
mised on the contingency which has thus been fulfilled. 

In Conclusion; while, as remarked, medical microscopy did, 
not directly gain much by the Pittsburgh meeting, the art and 
practice of the science were materially advanced, and hence the 
meeting was a success in a scientific as well as a social sense. 
Every one who was at it will carry pleasant memories of the 
kindnesses and courtesies of our hosts for |many a year. The 
number of new members gained was very considerable and em- 
braces nearly the entire membership of the local club. 

Apology. — ^We owe the Microscope an apology for an over- 
sight in our September issue, — in failing to give that journal credit 
for the source of our abstract of Dr. Stowell's able article on the 
intercellular reticulum which Heizmann and others claim to exist 
in the enamel of the human tooth. This paper appeared in the 
Microscope for August. Hereafter when any really good and un- 
accredited abstract is found in these columns our readers can 
just credit it to the Microscope to pay for this lapse. They will 
be right in the great majority of instances. 



American Dermatological Association. — The eleventh 
annual meeting of the society was held at; Baltimore, Aug. 20th 
and Sept. 1st and 2nd last and proved to be not only interesting 
but highly successful. The following officers were elected to 
serve for the ensuing year : 

President. — Dr. I. E. Atkinson, of Baltimore. 

Vice-President. — Dr. P. A. Morrow, of New York. 

Secretary and Treasurer. — Dr. G. H. Tilden, of Boston. 

Secretary Bayard^ who made the address of welcome at the 
opening of the Congress, is understood to be the most pro- 
nounced homoepath in Washington says the Boston Med. and 
Surg. Jour. 
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Department of Dermatology arib (5enito*llrtnarg 

Diseases. 

CONDUCTED BT 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

[NOTB. — The regular department is omitted here but abstracts of the 
Tarious papers read before the International Congress held at Washington, 
will be found under * 'Progress of Medicine." O.-D. 

SHORT TALKS ON DERMATOLOGY. 

Under the above caption the Editor of this Department proposes, 
in each number of the Journal, to give a short practical synopsis of 
the principal points attaching to the diagnosis and treatment of some 
skin disease. No attempt will be made to follow any classification, but 
diseases will be taken up as they suggest themselves. 

XXIV. CORNU CUTANEUM, 

This disease or rather deformity is one ^hich, whilst compar- 
atively rare, is full of interest. It is classed among the hyper- 
trophies and known ordinarily as cutaneous horn. A remarkable 
example has been exhibited to the public, for several years past, 
in "Tao," who has appeared in the various dime museums of this 
country. The growth is solid, hard and dry and its surface ap- 
pears rough or wrinkled ; it is more or less roundish in shape or 
may occur as a flat or irregular growth. When occurring as a 
true horn in shape, it may be long or short, roundish or conical, 
and is always more or less crooked and twisted when it has at- 
tained any length. The free extremity may be pointed or blunt, 
being pointed where short and, in general, conical in shape ; and 
blunt when it has attained any considerable length. The length 
of these horns varies from a few lines to several inches ; an ex- 
ample which 1 have seen, measured seven and one-half inches. 
The base of these growths is always larger than a cross section at 
any other point, and at the point of attachment is either flat or 
lightly concave. At the base there is a certain portion of skins 
elevated all around, looking like a ring and within this or even 
beyond its borders there extends a more or less marked inflam- 
matory areola. 

These growths are either solitary or multiple. They are soli- 
tary as a rule and almost always of a large size. They may oc- 
cur upon any part of the body, the face and scalp being most 



236 Editorial Department. [Oct,^ 

often the portion upon which they are seen. They drop oft 
spontaneously and when this occurs the base is the seat of 
epithelioma. 

The age at which these growths are observed is from forty 
to forty-five although they have been seen at or about twenty, in^ 
a number of cases. They grow quite slowly and there is no pain^ 
attending them. When of a certain size, however, moving them 
by the free extremity causes more or less sharp pain and dis- 
comfort. Thev are of rare occurrence and their cause has not 
yet been determined. They seem, however, to originate in a 
"wart*' in the majority of instances, and observant subjects of 
this deformity have noted this as the beginning of their trouble. 

These horns consist essentially of a number of slender columns 
held together by a sort of cement substance. The columns them- 
selves are formed of cells from the lower layers of the epidermis. 
These cells are shrunken, dry and their nuclei cannot be seen in 
the distal portions of the growth. At the proximal part they can. 
be distinguished and the vascular supply here can also be deter- 
mined. Canals have been found, due to a greater or less shrink- 
age of the material composing the columns, above referred to. 

The treatment of this trouble is of the very simplest, and en- 
tirely surgical. The simplest and best method, perhaps, is to 
make a circular incision around the base of the horn and going 
through the entire integument. This is not only thorough but 
embraces all the procedures necessary. Another method is to 
remDve the horn and cauterize several times. In growths occur- 
ring in special localities the operative procedure must be govern- 
ed, in great part, by the condition which is present. For in- 
stance, in some horny growths of the penis, the only operation 
which is satisfactory, is amputation. Whatever method is used 
one rule must be observed— the operation must be thorough and 
radical or one of two things will happen : the growth will recur 
or a troublesome epithelioma will develope. 

In all these horny growths, immediate removal should be 
counselled. While it is true that they may exist for years with- 
out producing any pain or trouble, it is equally true that they 
may drop oft at any time leaving behind them an epitheliomatous 
base which may prove very troublesome and refractory to treat- 
ment. This is especially the case when it occurs in old people or 
those pretty well advanced in adult life. In the young there is 
probably no danger of this kind but the ultimate result will be 
the same. 
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Department of Diseases of tl^e €ge anb €ar* 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. D. Williams, M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

Puncture of Nerve-Sheath in ^'Choked Disc." — Mr. Car- 
ttr reported to the Medical Society of London (^Lancet^ March, 
'87) a case of swollen optic nerve— the so-called * 'choked disc,'* 
in which after the usual treatment had failed, he punctured the 
sheath of the nerve and let out the serum that had collected there 
^nd the pressure of which produced the '* choked disc " condition. 
The operation consisted in dividing the rectus muscle, turning the 
eye far inwards so as to expose the sheath to view. The incision 
of the latter was followed by an escape of serum, the immedi- 
ate effect being an almost instantaneous relief of the distressing 
headache with which the patient had suffered. The recovery was 
rapid and uninterrupted. This is a new mode of treating this 
^complicated condition, which is naturally so prone to lead to white 
atrophy, and total blindness, and it certainly is a forward step in 
the therapeutics of choked disc, whatever be the primary cause of 
the condition. We hope the operation will soon be repeated and 
that the result may thus be substantiated. 

Cysts of the Optic Nerve. — ^A little girl, 12 years old, had 
Jiad, for years, more or less prominence of one eye. At first the 
protrusion of the eye was barely perceptible, but it gradually and 
regularly increased, without pain or inflammatory reaction, till 
the mere prominence became a source of annoyance to her, be- 
cause the lids would not easily close over the ball. 

The eye was pushed straight out from the orbit. The diagno- 
sis was difficult. A solid tumor of some kind could be felt, but no 
fluctuation could be detected. The idea of malignant growth was 
excluded by the history. On the supposition that it might be a 
<3yst, an exploratory and free incision was made into the tumor, 
but nothing escaped and nothing definite was learned as to 
its nature. The ball was first removed and then the tumor was 
extirpated. To the surprise of all (several persons were present) 
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it proved to be a large cyst of the optic nerve, which had appar- 
ently developed in the centre of the nerve and occupied its en- 
tire length, necessitating cutting it oft clqse to the optic foramen. 
The nerve had a round and regular cylindrical shape, tapering at 
each end and with a central diameter about equal to that of the 
eye-ball. The cyst walls were about a quarter of an inch thick 
and were so stiff that they did not collapse when punctured. 
Their inner surfaces were smooth and the cavity had evidently 
been filled with serum, all of which had escaped during the oper- 
ation through the exploratory incision. Some weeks later, Dr. 
Hamilton of Columbus, O. , showed me a specimen, consisting of 
an eye-ball attached to a cyst of the optic nerve, exactly similar 
to the one I have described. He had recently removed it from a 
girl about the same age and with the same history. In neither 
case was there any history of traumatism. These are the only 
cysts of the optic nerves I have ever seen and so far I have not 
obstrved any reports of such cases. 

Aspergillus caused by Bathing. — During the month of 
August I treated three cases of aspergillus, or 'mushroom para- 
site' in the ear, all of them the result of bathing in cold water. 
One had bathed in the surf at the sea shore, another in the river 
and the third in the Natatorium here . The period of incubation 
in each instance was about three days, and in each the disease 
first manifested itself as a painful inflammation apparently of the 
skin of the external meatus, which was soon followed by a 
watery discharge from the 6ar. The pain persisted in each case 
until treatment was instituted. The characteristic lard-like 
secretion made its appearance about the second day after the in- 
flammation had set in. The watery secretion in neither case be- 
came purulent, as it invariably does in ordinary otitis externa, and 
the lardaceous secretion at once settled the diagnosis. It is in 
this latter material that the parasite embeds itself. The 
treatment consisted of cocaine locally to control pain ; and to de- 
stroy the parasites, I used boracic acid in alcoholic solution ( 10 
to 20 grains to the ounce). This was dropped into the ear three 
times a day, and allowed to remain there from 15 to 20 minutes, 
each time. The ears were syringed with warm water once daily 
for the purpose of removing all loose material, and keeping them 
clean. The cases were discharged cured in from four to eight 
days. The above I think is about the best treatment for asper- 
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gillus. Some time since I saw a case where there was an old 
perforation of the drum which allowed the parasite to invade the 
cavity. It proved to be extremely stubborn, and after vainly 
trying other means I finally killed the parasite with a strong: 
solution of nitrate of silver. 

Ravages of Ophthalmia Neonatorum.— In a former num- 
ber of this Journal I carefully pointed out the great danger 
and destructive effects of ophthalmia of the newly born. The 
carelessness of physicians in this very grave matter is actually 
criminal. It must be remembered that if properly treated in the 
primary stages, all cases of this disease will get well rapidly and 
easily. But if neglected the case is far different. To illustrate 
its ravages I need only to refer to statistics. Dr. Taylor, in a 
recent clinical lecture (published in the Lancet, April 16th, 1887), 
states in substance that of the three hundred thousand blind per- 
sons in Europe to-day, fully one-third, or possibly one-half of 
them were blinded by this disease ! My own observation leads 
me to think that this statement will hold true not only for Europe 
but for this country and, indeed, the entire world. Crede, in- 
fluenced by these appalling figures, has suggested as a prophylac- 
tic measure, which is asserted by him and others to be absolutely 
certain in its effects, that a 1 per cent, solution of nitrate of silver 
be dropped into the eyes of every new-born child. I am not alto- 
gether satisfied with this plan, and think it far better that those 
who are affected should be promptly and properly treated. The 
physician or accoucheur who understands his business will always 
be able to discover the first signs of the disease and promptly 
check its progress. 

Crab-lice in the Lashes. — ^A short time since a young man 
consulted me concerning a trouble of the lids. On examination 
I found the lashes infested with crab-lice (j^ediculi puhi'^), more 
than a dozen being taken off one lid ! He told me that he had re- 
cently been infested with the pests, but thought that he was en- 
tirely rid of them. A few grains of mercurial ointment did the 
work for the survivors, and the patient was happy. I have taken 
* *grey-backs" (body-lice) and head-lice from the ears of patients 
before now, but this was the first instance in which I had found 
any of the pedicvXua family in the lashes. Such cases are rare 
now-a-days. 
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ZTledical progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

[Note. All the matter in the Departments under this heading 
in this issue, unless otherwise stated, are abstracted from the pro- 
ceedings of the International Medical Congress recently held 
at Washington. We are indebted therefor to the very ample 
reports of the New York Medical Record^ the Editors of which 
will accept our thanks for the same. Editors St. Louis Medi- 
cal AND Surgical Journal.] 

Campho-phenique. — This is the trade or proprietary name 
that has been given to a very remarkable substance recently in- 
troduced into therapeutics. It is a definite chemical compound 
of camphor and phenol, having the formula Cg H^ O, and con- 
sisting of nearly equal parts of camphor and pure carbolic acid. 
It is a limpid, thick, oily, highly refractive liquid, s. g. 0.&94, of 
an agreeable aromatic odor partaking somewhat of those of its 
constituents, but less pronounced than either. It is sparingly sol- 
uble in water but, unlike chloral camphor, is not decomposed 
thereby. It is soluble in alcohol, ether, benzol, benzine and the 
animal and vegetable oils. It mingles readily with vaselin and dis- 
solves paraffin and the resins. The most remarkable property, 
however, of the new compound is that it is absolutely non-irritant, 
and though consisting of 50.5 per cent of carbolic acid may be 
poured with impunity upon the skin of the tenderest infant. 
Poured upon an abraded or inflamed skin there is a momentary 
smarting and sense of warmth, which is followed by a sense of 
coolness and local anaesthesia. Samples have been furnished by 
the manufacturers to local surgeons and physicians and some of 
the results obtained have been very remarkable, especially in the 
abortion of boils and carbuncles by hypodermic injection. 
Equally remarkable have been some results in the treatment of 
necroses. A series of experiments is now being conducted with 
the new material and we hope shortly to present them to our 
readers. St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Cascara Sagrada in Chronic Constipation. — Dr. John E. 
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Brackett, of Washington, D. C, gave botanical and chemical 
descriptions of the various species of rhamnus, and especially of 
rhamnus purshiana^ known also as cascara sagrada. He consid- 
ered the fluid extract in doses of from five to fifteen minims as 
curative in chronic constipation. In the discussion of the paper, 
Dr. Murrell, of London, stated that he had not had such results 
as would justify him in endorsing or even accepting this state- 
ment, while Dr. PhiUips, on the contrary, had had experiences 
with the drug which quite confirmed Dr. Brackett's declarations, 
Dr. Woodbury went even further than Dr. Phillips and said that 
in the treatment of many cases of chronic constipation with 
piles, he found that both disappeared simultaneously under the 
effects of cascara. This was notably the case in women, who are 
prone to these disorders. 

Alcohol as an Anaesthetic. — Dr. Link, of Indianapolis, 
read a paper with this title in the section of Surgery. He stated 
that he had used it in over one-hundred cases and had never had 
a fatal result, while anaesthesia was in all cases complete. He 
gave it internally in two ounce doses until a pint to a pint and a 
half had been taken and the patient was stupefied. After this 
about two drams of chloroform were administered in the usual 
way when a few respirations would put him to sleep. He was led 
to use the method in his efforts to avoid shock and consequent 
depression. The alcohol increases the heart's action and thus 
counteracts the depressant effects of chloroform. 

Camp Diarrhoea. — Dr. Chas. W. Buvinger of Pittsburgh, 
whose note on camp dysentery is found elsewhere, says of the 
therapeutics of its kindred disease, camp diarrhoea, that the best 
remedy yet found, according to his opinion is oil of turpentine. 
He gives it in emulsion, as follows : 

Bt. AcacisB pulv J jss. 

01. terebinth f S ij- 3 y* 

Misce et adde: 

AqusB f 5 iij. 

Syr. simpl ad f S xij. 

M. Sig. — One teaspoonful every three hours to adults. 

Another efficient remedy is a mixture of mercury and ipecac as 
follows, the same being also most excellent in summer diarrhoea : 

ft. Hydrarg. chlor. mit gr. ij*. 

Pulv. ipecac gr. iij. 

Opii gr. V. 

M. et in chartulas no. x. divide. 
Sig. — One every three hours. 
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Chlorate of Potassium. — Dr. J. S. St. Clair Coghill, of 
Yentnor, Isle of Wight, after discussing the history of the remedy 
as applied in therapeutics and the theories hitherto advanced as 
to its method of action, etc. , said that whatever be its mode, the 
beneficial effect of this agent upon inflammations of the throat 
and other mucous membranes has been established by experience. 
The ordinary lozenges are too strong and are liable to exert a 
caustic action upon the mouth ; he uses only two and a half 
grains in each troche, with white sugar. This, in combination 
with arsenic internally, is almost a specific in clergyman's sore- 
throat. It is a valuable tonic and stimulant in cases of cardiac 
debility and impoverished blood, as in anaemia and chlorosis. 
It is remarkable what effect this has upon the development of 
the foetus, when given during the whole course of pregnancy. 
Several very interesting cases were cited. In the discussion 
which followed, Dr. Traill Green, the president of the section 
(Therapeutics) and Dr. Murrell advocated the use of the sodium 
salt instead of the salt of potassium. Dr. G. L. Magruder 
recommended the latter in the catarrhal affections of infants and 
Dr. F. E. Steward said that he had found it useful in the cor- 
rection of foul breath. 



PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL. 

Sewage and Water-pollution in Relation to Diphtheria. 
— Dr. Chas. Warrington Earle, of Chicago, presented the results 
of a study of the causes of diphtheria in localities remote from 
sewer-gas influence in the less thickly populated Western States 
and Territories. He had received communications from a large 
number of physicians widely scattered over this great region. 
His conclusions are briefly summarized as follows: 1. Diphtheria 
occurs in the mountains and prairies of the great Northwest with 
the same malignancy as in the East. 2. And with equal viru- 
lence in vicinities remote from sewers. 3. When once intro- 
duced, the residents of damp sod-houses suffer with marked 
severity. 4. The infection is transported thousands of miles in 
some unrecognized vehicle. 5. There is abundant testimony 
that it follows the lines of railroads and steamers, making it im- 
perative to increase the watchfulness and improve the methods 
of disinfection by railroad and steam-boat companies. 6. The 
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desirability of legal enactments obliging people of all classes to 
recognize their responsibility in regard to the control of conta- 
^ous diseases. 

Influence of Weather- Changes on the Human Organ- 
ism. — Dr. E. S. Chisholm, of Tuscaloosa, Ala., after carefully 
noting the influence exerted by temperature, humidity, and 
electricity, concludes that by far the greatest power over the 
human organism is exerted by atmospheric pressure. In sup* 
port of this theory he submits two arguments. The normal at- 
mospheric weight on man is 14.7 pounds to the square inch at the 
«ea level. The body is sustained by an equal power of resis- 
tance, wisely provided. If the pressure be less, the surface of 
the body will be distended, and the superficial circulation Is less 
restrained. This change can be brought about by exposure to 
great altitude, as well as by natural physical causes, when the 
•circulation will be disturbed just the same. Any undue pressure 
on a portion of the body may then be felt. May not this distur- 
bance of tension on soft tissues which are fixed to the bony 
framework of man, or where disease has a seat in periosteal and 
ligamentous attachments, be liable to greater inflammations ? Or 
when a nerve of a tooth, which in a state of health is inclosed in 
a bony chamber (which has no expansive liberties, nor needs 
them as long as health continues), becomes exposed through a 
small aperture ? When the normal atmospheric balance is lower- 
ed, the nerve has a tendency to be drawn through the aperture and 
takes on inflammation, probably followed by congestion and 
complete devitalization. A report from the Pennsylvania Hospi- 
tal, some years ago, on the observation of barometric pressure in 
surgical operations, shows that in 259 operations the barometer 
was ascending in 102, descending in 123, and standing in 34. 
Fifty-four of the whole number were fatal, 11 having been oper- 
ated on with barometer ascending, 25 when descending, and 8 
when standing. 

The Anatomical Origin of Ovarian Cysts. — At the seance 
of July 6th of the Societe de Chirurgie, M. Tereillon made sev- 
eral statements concerning the origin of ovarian cyvts that are 
•quite at variance with the ideas hitherto obtaining on certain 
points. Basing his opinion upon numerous observations in his 
own practice, he asserts that ovarian and parovarian cysts are of 
identical anatomical origin. Again, he says that parovarian cystic 
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tumors invariably return after puncture, an assertion entirely^ 
contrary to the opinions of Duplay and Panas. He asserts, alsoy 
that all ovarian cysts have their origin in the supernumerary 
ovaries and not in the organ of Rosenmueller. In this, however, 
he is in accord with Malasses and Sinety. In the discussion which 
followed the enouncement of these views M. Qu^nu called atten- 
tion to the clinical differences between ovarian and parovariaoi 
cysts and said that the same course of reasoning that gave them 
the same etiology might with propriety include dermoid cysts,, 
which of course no one was prepared to admit. In his (Qu^nu's) 
opinion these different cysts have only one point in common and 
that is they spring from peritoneal epithelioma. In answer to* 
this M. Terillon said he had seen multilocular cysts with little 
dermoid cysts sandwiched between the cystic tumors, and evi- 
dently such a dermoid cyst was developed at the expense of the 
ovary. 

Camp Dysentery. — Dr. Chas. W. Buvinger, of Pittsburgh, 
says that this disease, as also camp diarrhoea is due to a radical 
change in the manner of living, the use of bad water from stag- 
nant pools or wells contaminated with organic matters, the im- 
properly cooked food and privations being important factors^ 
Other factors were malaria and scurvy. He scouts the idea, now 
so prevalent, of micro-organisms as etiological factors. As to its. 
treatment, no one remedy can always be relied upon, but he is 
convinced that fuming nitric acid of 43^ B., as furnished by 
Powers & Weightman, is the best that we have. His favorite- 
formula is as follows : 

Bt Acid initrosi, 48o f 3J. 

Tinct. opii f Sy* 

AquaB destil f 5^3- 

Syr. simpl ad f Sv^U- 

M. Sig. — A tablespoodful in one wineglassful of water every^ 
three hours. 

Phthisis.— Concerning the etiology of phthisis. Dr. Phillips,of 
Edinburgh claims that experiments (his own and those of others^ 
go to show that when ptomaines have been injected into animals 
all the characteristic symptoms of the disease follow. The 
author further claims that atropine counteracts the specific action 
of ptomaines. In the discussion which followed Dr. Herrick, of 
Cleveland took sides with Dr. Phillips, while Dr. Arnold, the pres- 
ident of the section, took issue with him. The latter stated that 
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Koch's experiments yet stood a monument of completeness, and 
that when Koch's bacillus was injected, even after it had passed 
through many generations of pure culture, it produced phthisis,, 
and did this invariably. 

Condition of the Foetal Blood. — ^Kruegerhas examined the 
blood of ten newly-born children, the specimens being taken fron^ 
the umbilical vein after the ligation of the cord and at the com- 
mencement of the first respiratory movement. He investigated 
the quantity of iron, the dry residuum and of the fibrin at the 
time of coagulation. He found that the dry residuum was 
greater than that of the pregnant woman (21.069 in the foetus at 
term to 17.84 in the woman), while the proportion of fibrin on 
the contrary was smaller (0.1209 to 0.3820). In spite of this 
deficiency of fibrin the blood of the foetus at the moment of birth 
the tendency to coagulation is much greater in the infantile blood 
than in that of the mother. Foetal blood commences to coagulate- 
in 45 seconds and is complete in 18 minutes and 1 second, while 
the normal period of coagulation of adult human blood is 2 min- 
utes and 50 seconds. 

« 

Histology and Pathology of Reproduction. — ^Dr. H. O. 
Marcy, of Boston, read an elaborate paper on this subject before 
the Section of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. He endeavored to 
show that immediately after conception a destructive process af- 
fects the inner surface of the uterus ; in some animals and in 
women this process is limited to the epithelium, while in other 
animals, as in the rodents, the destruction extends to the entire 
submucous connective-tissue layer. This destruction is essential, 
since it facilitates the setting up of neo-formative changes, from 
which will result the maternal portion of the placenta. This pro- 
cess consists in the formation of new vessels, which are distin- 
guished from the vessels of the unimpregnated uterus in that 
both the artery and vein consist of only a simple endothelial wall, 
and that from the external surface of this i^ elaborated a layer of 
special cells not separable from the wall of the vessel. These are 
the so-called decidual or placental cells. The relation established 
between those two factors of new formation is what is known as 
placental development. The manner in which this relation is es- 
tablished gives rise to the different forms of the mammaliaa 
placenta. 
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DERMATOLOGY AND SYPHILOGBAPHY. 

Vaccination During the Incubation Period of Variola. — 
Dr. Wm. Welch, of Philadelphia, endeavored to show that vac- 
cination, during the incubation period of variola, is successful in 
preventing or modifying the eruption of small pox. During the 
initial stage, however, vaccination is without value. He also 
asserted that fresh eight-day lymph from a typical vesicle, in- 
troduced by means of multiple insertions is the best method, and 
based his opinions upon observations derived from 144 cases. 

Rectal Alimentation in Skin Diseases. — Dr. Jno. Y. 
Shoemaker, of Philadelphia, spoke of the speedy absorption, of 
substances in solution, by the rectum. He thought this method 
indicated in cases of lupus of the mouth and lips, after scrap- 
ing ; in pemphigus and impetigo of children due to alimentary 
disturbances ; in acne due to stomachic irritability with vomiting ; 
in syphilodermata ; in scrophulodermata ; in urticaria ; in pruritus 
ani, and psoriasis. 

On the Occurrence of Ulcers resulting from spontane- 
ous Gangrene of the Skin, during the later stage of Sy- 
philis, and their Relations to Syphilis. — Dr. H. Klotz, of 
New York, formulated the following conclusions on this subject : 
1st. Ulcers resembling the so-called gummatous syphilitic ulcer 
may occasionally result from circumscribed spontaneous gang- 
rene of the skin, without the formation of a previous syphilitic 
neoplasm. 2d, Such ulcers may be distinguished by several 
peculiarities of formation of floor and shape. 3d. They are but 
little affected, if at all, by anti- syphilitic treatment. 4th. Spon- 
taneous gangrene in such cases is probably due to endarteritis 
obliterans. 

JLupus Erythematosus. — Dr. A. Ravogli, of Cincinnati, 
regarded this disease as a true atrophy of the skin, caused by 
pressure of cell infiltration, the process being inflammatory. The 
primary cause consists in an irritation and stimulation of the 
nerves, which increases the blood-supply and causes a disturb- 
ance in the biological activity of the cells. The author found 
micrococci in colonies on the surface and cocci in the papillary 
layer and in the interior of the fibers and in the capillary blood- 
vessels. These would account for the inflammatory process. As 
to treatment he had used ichthyol with complete success. 
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Erythematous Lupus of the Hands. — Dr. Ohm^nn-Du- 
mesnil, of St. Louis, reported a case of this rare condition and 
stated that it was on the right hand only, and he then gave a 
clinical analysis of 45 cases of this disease. In conjunction 
with Dr. James, of St. Louis, he had made pathological 
examinations and their conclusions are that the process is an in- 
flammatory one limited tQ the upper structures of the skin and 
generally beginning in th*e coil glands. 

Contribution to the Knowledge of Impetigo Herpetifor- 
mis (Hebra). — ^Dr. Josef Zeisler, of Chicago, read quite an ex- 
Jiaustive paper upon the clinical characteristics of this disease 
reporting some cases which he had observed. He wished to differ 
from Duhring who has included this disease, together with oth- 
ers, under one common name. He referred to Kaposi's classical 
paper on this subject and thought that more study was requisite 
before the place of this disease could be definitely settled in the 
classification. He did not regard it as a variety of dermatitis 
herpetiformis. 

Studies in Hirsuties. — Dr. G. H. Rohe, of Baltimore, 
spoke of this subject which he regarded as a reversion to the 
natural ancestral type. A feature he had noticed in these cases 
was an abnormality in the developement of the teeth. He regard- 
ed heredity as playing a strong part, as it is found in almost all 
cases of universal hirsuties, usually from the male line. 

A New Method of Treating Diseases of the Skin Local- 
ly. — Dr. Valentine Knaggs, of London, proposed emulsions, 
which, upon drying, form a film upon the skin. He stated that 
there are two methods of rendering oily substances adhesive : 1. 
byadding to them resinous, gummy or alkaline substances. 2. In 
making use of gums to combine fats with water. Thus as a general 
formula for such an article, he would suggest : 

5t Paraffin. Mollis g j 

Pulv. Gum. Accac gr. 160. 

Acid, borac gr. 16 

Aquae ad J ij. 

M.Ft.Emuls. 

This makes a flexible and protective film. 

A New Method of Treating Favus and Herpes Tonsu- 
rans. — Dr. H. J. Reynolds, of Chicago, gives his method which, 
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in brief, is about as follows : The surface to be treated is first 
thoroughly cleansed ; then the sponge of the positive electrode is 
saturated with a parasiticide solution and placed over the affect- 
ed area, the negative electrode being placed upon some other por- 
tion of the body. He used a 1 per cent, solution of corrosive 
sublimate with success in three cases. 

Seborrhceic Eczema. — ^Dr. P. G. Unna, of Hamburg, did 
not regard the prevailing classification of eczema as correct. 
Some cases of so-called seborrhoea are really chronic inflamma- 
tory processes of the skin. There is no hypersecretion from 
the sebaceous glands, but the condition is dependent upon a 
change in the coil (sweat) glands, giving rise to the fat which 
accumulates on the surface. The treatment consists essentially 
in applying sulphur-zinc ointment. The paper was a very ex- 
haustive one, the clinical features of the disease bring accurate- 
ly described. 

Double Comedo. — Dr. Ohmann-Dumesnil, of St. Louis' 
read a paper on the symptomatology and pathology of this dis- 
ease. Microscopic examination showed that the structure was 
essentially the same as that of the ordinary variety, with the sim- 
ple difference that there is one large cavity communicating by 
two apertures with the external surface. He regarded the con- 
dition as being produced by the absorption of the septum be- 
tween two comedones. 

Treatment of Syphilis by Injection of Insoluble Mer- 
curial Salts. — Dr. H. Watrazewski, of Warsaw, stated in his 
paper that he has written before on the subject and, after pursu- 
ing his investigations he had arrived at the conclusion that the 
yellow oxide of mercury is the best agent for this purpose. He 
gives one injection a week and, on an average, four or five injec- 
tions are sufficient to cause the lesions to disappear, and twelve 
to twenty are required for a course of treatment. 

Alopecia Areata. — ^Dr. A. R. Robinson, of New York, in a 
very exhaustive paper on this subject, first reviewed the theories 
which have been advanced to account for the occurrence of alo- 
pecia areata. He regarded the condition as one due to a mild 
inflammatory condition of the sub-papillary corium, the lymph 
channels of the corium being dilated as also the blood-vessels ^ 
and containing coagula. Deep down in the corium, the walls of 
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the blood-vessels and in the lymph spaces were to be found 
cocci in masses, colonies and lines being in rows in the lymph 
spaces. Diplococci were also seen. The question which sug- 
gests itself is : are they accidental or causative? The author re- 
garded them as causative and, on this basis, recommended as 
remedies sulphur, pyrogallol, mercury, chrysarobin, etc. 



OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

The Nutrition of Infants. — Prof. Albert R. Leeds, of the 
Stevens Institute of Technology says on this subject that he had 
undertaken to find a true basis for the preparation of artificial 
food by analyzing eighty samples of human milk. He found 
that human milk diiKers from cow's milk chiefly in the proportion 
and digestibility of the caseine, which is smaller in quantity and 
more easily digested in human than cow's milk. He believed 
that he had solved the problem by digesting the casein by a 
peptogenic powder, easily obtainable and of constant strength, 
which, with the aid of heat, reduced the casein in five minutes. 
Before this cooking, the milk had been first diluted with water in 
order to lessen the proportion of caseine, and then had been en- 
riched by the addition of cream to restore the normal proportion 
of fat. The results of a very large number of trials, followed by 
careful observation, encouraged the belief that by this process 
the artificial feeding of infants had nearly reached perfection. 

Conservative Obstetrics. — Dr. Rodney Glissan, of Portland, 
Oregon, said that the expectant method of treating retained secun- 
dines after abortion and the placenta after labor was unsafe in 
private practice, especially when the doctor resided at a distance 
from his patient, yet it might succeed fairly well in hospitals, un- 
der the constant vigilance of experienced practitioners. He ap- 
proves of the immediate removal of the secundines after abortion 
in all cases where the cervix is somewhat dilated or dilatable, as 
is generally the case for an hour or so after the expulsion of the 
embryo, and in all cases of septicaemia or dangerous haemorrhage, 
no matter when they occur. When neither of these accidents is 
present, and the cervix closed, he does not advocate the immedi- 
ate and forcible removal of the secundines, but would wait a 
more favorably condition, when the finger could be easily inserted. 
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moderate hemorrhage being controlled by ergot, the tampon, etc* 
No instrument in these cases was so safe, trustworthy, and gen- 
erally useful as the finger. He adopts the bimanual method, de- 
pressing the uterus with one hand to within reach of the finger of 
the other, giving an anaesthetic if necessary. In the removal of 
the placenta during labor the author used the Crede method, sup<- 
plemented by moderate traction on the cord. He does not be- 
lieve that moderate traction on the cord, when the uterus is well 
contracted and properly grasped by one hand externally, is at- 
tended by the least risk of inversion or of increasing the haemo- 
riiage by a suction-like process of the placenta on the cavity of 
the womb. He thinks that traction upon the umbilical cord as an 
aid to delivery of the placenta ought not to be abandoned. Dr. 
Graily Hewitt accorded perfectly with Dr. Glisan. In cases of 
abortion there was often great difficulty in passing the internal 
OS. We must not expect the os to be open until the abortion had 
continued for some time. Instruments other than the finger were 
dangerous. He was much impressed with the importance of not 
allowing the secundines to remain long in the uterus. Others 
present expressed the same views. 

Treatment of Puerperal Eclampsia. — Dr. E.H.Gregory, 
of St. Louis, read a paper with this title. He recommends in all 
cases where convulsions occur before labor, to produce anaesthe- 
sia, clear the bowels and rectum and so proceed with delivery as. 
rapidly as possible. When they came on after delivery he knew 
of nothing so safe, sure and speedy in its action as veratrum. 
viride, given in doses of 6 minims by the mouth or 10 minims by 
the rectum, repeated every 15 minutes until convulsions cease. 
Should the remedy cause depression to an excessive or dangerous 
degree, alcohol is a certain antidote. In his opinion it is better to 
risk the effects of excessive doses of veratrum under these cir- 
cumstances than to trifle with the convulsions. The paper caused 
considerable discussion in a general way but was accepted as one 
of the most valuable contributions to that section of the Con- 
gress. This is however only in accordance with what we know 
of Dr. Gregory and all that he says and does. 

SURGERY. 

Abdominal Surgery. — Dr. Chas T. Parkas, of Chicago, 
read a paper in which he considered the subject of gun-shot. 
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Wounds of the abdomen. While the diagnosis, with the abdomen* 
unopened, was at best uncertain he thought that certain indica- 
tions should be taken into consideration before opening the ab- 
domen. 

Dr. N. Senn, of Wilwaukee, read a very interesting paper de- 
tailing experiments in intestinal surgery, with special reference 
to the treatment of intestinal obstruction. He spoke of stenosis 
due to partial enterotomy and longitudinal suturing of the wound 
as also circular constriction due to obstruction of the venous cir- 
culation. He spoke also of flexion produced by partial enterec- 
tomy and transverse suturing of wound and that caused by in- 
flammatory and other extensive causes, volvulus, invagination, 
enterectomy, circular enterorraphy etc. and concluded by relating 
his adhesion experiments. 

Dr. Jno. Homans, of Boston, read a paper on three hundred 
and eighty-four laparotomies for various diseases. The greatest 
number of consecutive recoveries he had had was thirty-eight. 

Dr. Addinell Hewson, of Philadelphia, had his paper read by 
the secretary. He claimed that the main point in laparotom}'^ 
was the closing of the abdominal wound without sutures. He- 
was not partial to wet dressings. 

Dr. J. N. Matthews, of Louisville, read a paper "On when is 
colotomy justifiable?*' He did not consider it justifiable in can- 
cerous disease of the rectum, when located three inches from the 
anus: nor in stricture beyond the reach of the finger, nor in< 
aneurism, nor in cases of specific origin. In most of these 
operations life was not prolonged. 

Dr. Donald Maclean, of Detroit, reported three cases of kid- 
ney disease, the first being a woman of twenty-one. Laparotomy 
was performed and a good result secured. In the second, a 
woman of forty, the same result was obtained. In the third, a. 
child twenty- two months old, the patient died. 

Dr. B. A. Watson, of Jersey City, spoke of the primary 
treatment of gun-shot wounds. He advocated compression for 
haemorrhage and called attention to the importance of remov- 
ing all foreign bodies from wounds and their occlusion by means, 
of aseptic bandages and compresses. 

Dr. L. Von Farkas, of Budapesth, read a paper giving the 
statistics of the results of antiseptic treatment of wounds, which 
were very favorable to the method. 

Dr. Eli A. Wood, of Pittsburgh, read a paper in which he^ 
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advocated the importance of the government securing and pre- 
iserving vital statistics in the army and navy for the benefit of 
subsequent applicants for pensions. 

Dr. D. S. Lamb, of Washington pread a paper in which he 
urged the importance of international regulations for the medical 
treatment of prisoners of war, whereby they should be treated 
as human beings and not as criminals and should receive all the 
attentions their condition required. 

Dr. Richardson, of Boston, read a paper on gastrotomy for 
foreign bodies in the throat. He thought that gastrotomy would 
not be necessary should the foreign body be properly located, but 
it is difficult to find the location of the cricoid cartilage and the 
cardiac opening. In sixty cases in which he had operated he 
found the average distance from the incisors to the cardiac open- 
ing fourteen and one-half inches ; the longest seventeen, and the 
shortest ten and one-half inches. 

Dr. F. S. Dennis, of New York, read a paper on amputation 
at the hip-joint for sarcoma. Out of twenty-eight cases of 
sarcoma of the thigh, but two were living. He regarded this 
operation as better than amputation at the upper third. 

Dr. Garmody, of New York, read a paper on the surgical 
treatment of traumatic insanity by means, of the trephine. He 
reported a case of a young woman struck on the head with % 
brick. After trephining, a space three and one-half by two 
inches was left. In twenty-one days she was rational and the 
wound healed by first intention. 

Dr. Manley, of New York, read a paper on a case of gun- 
shot wound of the large intestine, with a successful result by 
laparotomy. The patient was operated on twice. He thought 
that the operation was liable to more risks in a man than in a 
woman because, in the former, respiration is abdominal. The in- 
cision should be made as small as possible to avoid future ventral 
hernia occasioned by laborious work. 

Dr. Robt. Newman, of New York, read a paper on the use of 
the galvano-cautery sound, particularly in hypertrophy of the 
prostate gland. He claimed that there is no haemorrhage, the 
healing is more rapid, and there is no septicaemia. 

Dr. Carnochan, of New York, presented a remarkable speci- 
men of bony union of the neck of the femur within the capsule. 

Dr. T. Lemoyne, of Pittsburg, explained his manner of 
uniting fractures of the femur and humerus by means of a doubl 
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splice and wired clamps. A stiff, flat, steel bar, with a prong at 
both ends, was placed lengthwise on the surface of the bone^ so 
that the prongs were inserted into the holes ; a stout piece of 
wire was then passed around the clamp and femur at both ends, 
and twisted close up, holding the clamp in position. The wires 
and clamps remained there nine weeks, when the wound was re- 
opened and the clamp removed. 

Dr. Geo. Assaky, of Bucharest, read a paper on iodol in sur- 
gery. He regards it as an excellent antiseptic, superior to 
iodoform in that it is free from odor and is not toxic in its effects. 
In syphilis and scrofulous affections it gives very good results 
when administered internally. It is also an antipyretic. 

Dr. Milton J. Roberts, of New York, read a paper on a new 
method of operating on bone by means of the electric osteotome. 
The instrument was exhibited as also some results achieved by 
its means. 

Dr. Geo. E. Post, of Beirut, read a paper on Calculus in 
Syria . In Palestine the cases are very numerous, the stones 
being large. He had operated in two hundred and fifty cases of 
«tone in the bladder. The mortality was ten in one hundred and 
seventy-six cases. 

Dr. Oscar J. Coskery, of Baltimore, read a paper on an un- 
common case of fracture with dislocation of the tarsus and meta- 
tarsus. Eeduction was impossible and the patient died nine hours 
after the accident. 

Dr. N. Senn^ of Wilwaukee, read a paper on elastic con- 
striction of the neck, with exclusion of the trachea, as a means 
of controlling haemorrhage in operations on the head. He has 
practiced this method only on dogs, and it is very successful. 
The trachea is separated from the surrounding tissues and a 
strong rubber band is passed behind it, thus securing the results 
and not interfering with respiration. 

Dr. Carnochan, of New York, presented a specimen of double 
dislocation of the hip-joint. The question which arises is as to 
whether these are dislocations or malformations. 



A few of the Physicians of St. Louis who attended the In- 
ternational Congress have been numerously interviewed . They 
seem to enjoy the "pumping" process largely judging by the 
length of the speeches reported. 
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Society procecbings. 

NINTH IN^rBRN.\T£0>fA.L ^EDICIL CONGRESS. 
aSNERAL SESSIONS HELD AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Monday, Sept. 5th, First Day.— The Congress met in Al- 
baugh's Opera House and was formally opened by President 
Cleveland. The officers of the Congress were then named, after 
which the Secretary-General, Dr. Jno. B. Hamilton, of Washing- 
ton, D. C, made a report. Dr. A. Y. P. Garnett, of Washing- 
ton, Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements,* also made a 
report and Hon. Thos. F. Bayard, Secretary of State, made an 
address of welcome. Responses were made by the following re- 
presentatives of foreign governments: Dr. Wm. H. Lloyd, 
Great Britain ; Dr. Leon Le Fort, France ; Dr. P. G. Unna, Ger- 
many ; Dr. M. Semmola, Italy, and Dr. Chas. Reyher, Russia. 
Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, President of the Congress, deliver r 
ed an address, paying an eloquent tribute to the memory of the 
late Dr. Austin Flint. The Congress then adjourned. 

Tuesday, Sept. Gth, Second Day. — ^The Congress was called 
to order and Dr. Austin Flint, of New York, delivered a general 
address on Fever, its Causes, Mechanism, and Rational Treat- 
ment. In this he contended that in self-limited fevers the cause 
was microorganisms and as we could not destroy them we 
must be content to moderate their action and sustain our patients. 
He stated that the great object in the treatment of fever itself 
was to reduce the pyrexia and limit it, both by direct and in- 
direct means. Alimentation was necessary for repair and pro- 
ducts must be supplied for consumption in the abnormal produc- 
tion of heat. 

Wednesday, Sept. 7th, Third Day. — After the Congress was. 
called to order. Dr. Mariano Semmola, of Naples, delivered a 
general address on Bacteriology and its Therapeutic Relations. 
He reviewed the progress of pathology and spoke of the great 
error of the day, which considers bacteriology as the key to all 
pathology. He insisted upon the importance of determining pre- 
cisely the fact that certain bacteria produce a disease, as frequent- 
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ly they were the effect and not the cause of morbid processes. 
While bacteriology may lead the way to a very fruitful field of 
inquiry in the future, it has practically done nothing in the cure 
of internal diseases. 

Thursday, Sept. 8th, Fourth Day. — ^The following resolu- 
tion was presented by Dr. A. Y. P. Garnett, of Washington, and 
unanimously adopted : 

Whereas, It is proposed to hold at the City of Washington, in 
1892, an international celebration in honor of the 400th anniver- 
sary of the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus, and 
an exposition of the history, arts and industries of all nations ; 

Resolved, That the International Medical Congress favors 
this patriotic jnovement, and commends it to the nations of the 
world. 

A committee, consisting of one member from each nationality 
represented, was appomted to choose the next place of meeting. 
Dr. P. G. Unna, of Hamburg, delivered a general address on 
the Relations of Dermatology to General Medicine. He showed 
the importance of this branch to the general practitioner, the 
difficulties attending its study and the fact that it was as yet but 
in a formative stage. He recommended experiments upon the 
human skin instead of upon animals and also the endowment of 
new chairs and laboratories for a thorough investigation of skin 
diseases, claiming that, as dermatology occupies a middle ground 
between medicine and surgery, it would benefit both, 

Friday^ Sept. 9th, Fifth Day. — The committee appointed to 
select the next place of meeting announced Berlin and the date, 
as 1890. The report was adopted. 

A number of resolutions adopted in different sections were 
read. 

Dr. G. Fielding Blandford, of London, made an address on the 
Treatment of Recent Cases of Insanity in Asylums and in Private 
Houses. He was much in favor of the home treatment of cer- 
tain cases ; and pointed out the many advantages of such a course 
in those cases where all the necessary care and attention could be 
given. But unless this is a certainty it is best to treat such pa- 
tients in asylums from the beginning, as better results are at- 
tained. In conclusion the reader stated that treatment in a pa- 
tient's own house is rarely successful, therefore the alternatives 
are an asylum, or a house adapted to the requirements of the 
case. 
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Saturday, Sept. 10th, Sixth Day. — ^The only business trans- 
acted at this meeting was in the nature of passing resolutions of 
thanks by the foreign members of the Congress. 

Mr. Graily Hewitt, of London, Dr. Martin, of Berlin, Dr. E. 
Landolt, of Paris, spoke in high praise of the treatment received 
and the resolution passed with a cheer. 

The Secretary-General responded and the President returned 
thanks on behalf of the profession of the United States and de • 
clared the Ninth International Medical Congress adjourned sine 
die, 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

Hot Air in Dental Therapeutics. — Dr. Brasseur, of Paris, 
urged that the ordinary means, such as bichloride and biniodide 
of mercury and carbolic-acid crystals, for destroying microbes in 
the oral cavity and, especially, in carious cavities of teeth, should 
be supplanted by the use of hot air. 

Missouri ^vas represented by a pretty large delegation at 
the Congress. A nunber of the gentlemen present held various 
offices and acquitted themselves creditably. 

The American and Foreign Dermatologists were invited 
to dinner, during the meeting in Washington, by Dr. A. R. Rob- 
inson, the chairman of the section. It was not only a thoroughly 
enjoyable affair, but one which brought out the convivial qualities 
of every one, including the host who is one of our hard workers. 

Mr. John M. Glover, assisted by Mrs. Scanlon and the 
Misses Gregory, of St. Louis, tendered a reception to the mem- 
bers of the Congress, during the meeting at Washington. We 
must say that our Congressman did the honors with Mat and, all 
in all, we feel proud of the representative of St. Louis, who so 
quietly and thoroughly represented the well-known hospitality of 
his city. 



Gone back. — We learn through a postal from the New Eng- 
land Medical Monthly that Dr. Wm. C. Wile, who so recently 
moved to Philadelphia, has shaken the dust of the Quaker City 
from his feet and retired to the quiet of a New England village — 
Danbury, Conn., whence he will continue to edit the New Eng- 
land Medical Monthly, As the doctor is also one of the editors 
of the Medical Register of Philadelphia we suppose that his de- 
partment therein will be edited at long range from his pleasant 
rural retreat. 
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Encyclopsedia of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. Vols. IV, 
VI and X. [New York, Wm. Wood & Co., 1887. 

(1). Vol. rV. Obstetric Operations, the Pathology of the 
Puerperium. By A. Charpentier, translated with notes and ad- 
ditions by Egbert H. Grandin, M. D. 

(2). Vol. VI. A Hand-book of General and Operative Gy- 
naecology, by Dr. A. Hegar and Dr. H. R. Kaltenbach. In two 
volumes. Translated, etc., by Egbert H. Grandin, M. D. 

(3). Vol. X. Diseases of the Female Urethra and Bladder, 
by F. Winckel, M. D. , and Diseases of the Vagina, by A. Breisky, 
M. D. Translated, etc., by Egbert H. Grandin, M. D. 

(1). Our readers have already been made acquainted with 
the scope and intent of this magnificent work in our review of the 
first three volumes of this series. We need not repeat what we 
then said of the great undertaking of Dr. Charpentier and his 
American translator, coadjutor and editor. Dr. Grandin and, we 
may add, of the publishers, Messrs Wm. Wood & Co., of New 
York. 

Ib the volume before us the work so auspiciously inaugurated 
in the volumes already presented to the public, continues to ex- 
cite our admiration not only by the depth of research, the broad- 
ness of views and the wide range of investigation therein dis- 
played, but for the clearness and perspicuity of the matter and 
the admirable manner in which the numerous subjects are pre- 
sented to the reader. 

Volume IV is devoted to Obstetrical Operations — the Patho- 
logy of the Puerperium, and completes the series of Dr. Char- 
pentier' s contributions to the Encyclopaedia. In it every opera- 
tion incidental to the practice of obstetrics is explained by a 
master hand,in words so chosen that they remind one of a smooth- 
ly delivered lecture rather than of the labored sentences of a 
scientiHc book. The text is profusely and well illustrated — a fact 
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which lends additional value to a manual at all times, and es- 
pecially to one of the description before us. 

(2). This volume, which is the first of the two upon general 
and operative gynaecology contributed by Doctors Hegar and 
Ealtenbach to the Encyclopsedia, deals with gynaecological ex- 
aminations, minor therapeutical manipulations and elementary 
operations, and with operations on the ovaries. In the opening 
chapters the author has gone very fully into the technique of ex- 
aminations of the female sexual organs — a subject upon which 
not only general and family practitioners, but many specialists 
are either grossly ignorant or utterly and indecently careless. 
The examining couch and operating table, the positions of the 
patient (erect, dorsaldecubitus, abdominal, lateral and latero- 
abdominal) and anaesthesia are considered in the first chapter. 
In the second we have the technique of examination without in- 
struments. Including inspection, mensuration, percussion and 
auscultation, palpation, vaginal touch, etc., etc. Instrumental 
exploration is gone into not less minutely and thoroughly in the 
third chapter or division of the work — catheterization, speculum 
examination, the uterine sound, explorations of the uterine cavity 
and of the rectum being severally treated. This part of the 
work is all by Hegar, as is also the succeeding section on gynaeco- 
logical operations, 'and the two constitute something over half 
the entire work. Prof. Kaltenbach's work is divided into two 
sections, viz: Extirpation of ovarian tumors — ovariotomy, and 
Castration. In his introductory he has gone into the history of 
ovariotomy in a manner which while very concise (the whole arti- 
cle occupies only two pages) amply and fully recognizes Ameri- 
can claims to priority in this field of surgery. The balance of 
his work is of the same general character — concise and brief, 
but clear, and full where necessary. 

(3). This volume, especially the first part, is one that may be 
carefully and profitably studied by every general and family practi- 
tioner who has the care of the health of females under his con- 
trol; since to them, first of all, are complaints made when urin- 
ary troubles arise ; and an intimate and proper knowledge of the 
diseases of the female bladder, on the part of the family doctor, 
may sometimes avert years of misery and anguish to women of 
his clientele. Probably no man in Europe — certainly none in 
Germany, is more capable of giving such instruction than is Prof. 
Winekel, of Munich. The first chapter of this portion of the 
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work is divided into a general outline of the anatomical and phy- 
siological relations of the organs and parts treated of, the tech- 
nique of exaifiinations of the female urethra and bladder, and a 
43tati8tical inquiry as to the frequency of occurrence of the dis- 
eases of these parts. In the succeeding chapter the malforma- 
tions and diseases of the urethra are treated separately and 
succinctly. Chapter third deals with the deformities and dis- 
eases of the female bladder, in the same manner. The last sec- 
tion takes up and treats in detail of the vagina, its malformations 
and diseases — displacements, ruptures, inflammations, etc., in- 
cluding neoplasms, foreign bodies, etc. 

All of these books are superbly and lavishly illustrated, and 
better still, are provided not only with full tables of contents but 
with copious and accurate indexes. The appearance of volumes 
VI and X out of their turn is explained by the publishers as due 
to the exigencies arising in the mechanical execution of so great 
an undertaking. 

Lessons in Gynaecology. By William Goodell, A. M., M. 
D., 3rd Edition; 8 vo. pp. 593; with one hundred and 
twelve illustrations. Philadelphia, D. G. Brinton, 1887. 

When a book of this sort has reached its third edition it re- 
quires but few words from the reviewer, and especially is this 
true when it is written by one whose name is so well and favor- 
ably known as is that of Dr. Goodell, and published by a Nestor 
in the medical profession. With such a combination of recom- 
mendations, any words from us beyond the mere announcement 
are superfluous and might reasonably be regarded as almost an 
impertinence. As stated in the preface, the work does not claim 
to be *'a complete treatise upon the diseases of women," but 
rather a^ an epitome of the principles of practice in such 
diseases, the substance matter being the outcome of clinical and 
didactic lectures delivered to the third term students of the Med- 
ical Department of the University of Pennsylvania. The pre- 
tient edition is not simply a reprint of the former ones, but a ful- 
ler and better exponent of the subjects handled in the former 
ones, every lesson having been revised and enlarged by fresh 
matter and new illustrations. As a text-book for advanced stu- 
dents it certainly is one of the best in any language, and as such 
we reccommend it. 
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Atlas des Maladies de la Peau (Dermatologie et Syphill- 
graphie). Par Silya Araujo. 3 me Fascicule, avec une 
planche Phototypique. Elephancie. [Rio de Janeiro : 1887» 
From the Author. 

It is good while since we had the pleasure of reviewing Dr» 
Araujo' s former issues of this Atlas. This third part is devoted 
to a study of Elephantiasis and in this the author has not 
only contributed a valuable monograph in general terms, but has 
added much valuable observation derived from a critical study 
of over four hundred cases. The plate which accompanies the 
text consists of six phototype reproductions of a case in differ- 
ent stages. It is a case of elephantiasis of both legs, which was 
under treatment from Dec. 1879 until Jan. 1885 and at this last 
date was practically cured, the treatment consisting of electrolysis 
in the main. Everything written has been done very carefully 
and with a view of affording useful information. We can safely 
commend the work to those interested in the subject. The dic- 
tion is in good French and bears the mark of careful revision. 

In mechanical execution there is nothing left to be desired and 
there is but one fault to be found with the work in general, this 
being the comparatively long intervals of time elapsing between 
the appearance of successive numbers. 

Our thanks are due to Dr. Araujo for his courtesy in favoring 
us with these examples of his skill and industry. 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil. 

Insanity; its Classification, Diagnosis and Treatment. 
A Manual for Students and Practitioners of Medicine. By E. 
C. Spitzka, M. D. 8 vo. pp. 423. [New York: E. B. Treat, 
1887. Price $2.75. 

The success which attended the appearance of the first edition 
of this work has induced the author to send out a second one and, 
in the meantime, he has profited by subsequent experiences and 
has thus been enabled to reconstruct some portions of the pre- 
sent work. While he has not yielded to the temptation to lay 
greater stress on the medico- legal aspects of insanity, he has at- 
tempted to systematize a great deal of the disorder at present 
prevailing. The discrimination between "systematized" and 
* 'non-systematized delusion" is retained on account of its more 
or less general adoption. ''Monomania" is still retained al- 
though it has been repudiated by many, and "moral imbecility" 
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is no longer relegated to the category of possibilities, bat adopted 
into that of fact. 

Spitzka, like all his predecessors, is forced to grapple with one 
of the most difficult problems of a writer in insanity, at the very 
outset. He endeavors to give a definition which he says answers 
the requirements of a practical definition, but which he acknow- 
ledges labors under the disadvantage of extreme length. He i» 
more felicitous in his description of the general characters and 
classification of insanity, which forms the first part of the work. 

In the sec<»nd part we have perhaps the most interesting por- 
tion, dealing as it does with the special forms of insanity. A 
valuable part is the third and last in which is considered insanity 
in its practical relations. This includes the proper methods of 
examining the insane, the differential diagnosis of the forms of 
insanity, the recognition of simulation and various other points of 
similar import, including treatment. 

The author in general is conservative and endeavors to pre- 
sent his subject in a clear, concise manner. He always endeavors 
to be accurate and in his treatment is always forcible. 

The book is gotten up in good style by the publishers, the 
form being handy, the binding neat and the print clear and legi- 
ble. It forms the second number of a series of manuals being 
published by Messrs. Treat & Co. 

The Principles of Antiseptic Methods applied to Obstetric 
Practice. By Dr. Paul Bar. Translated by Henry D. Fry, 
M. D. 8 vo. pp. 175. [Philadelphia, P. Blakiston, Son & 
Co. 1887. Price Sl.75. 



Of late years the principles and methods of antiseptic prac- 
tice have more or less pervaded medical and surgical procedures. 
Among the important branches, which it is claimed, have been 
benefitted, is obstetrics. While the application of antiseptic 
practice has found wide favor in France and Germany, it does 
not seem to have Deen adopted with the same enthusiasm by the 
English-speaking physicians. 

The present work was written by an enthusiast on this subject 
and, of course, some of the statements made must be accepted 
cum grano salis. The authorbegins with a consideration of the re- 
lations of the germ theory to the puerperium and the causative 
nfluence of germs in the production of puerperal and various 
other kinds of infection following labor. In the consideration of 
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antiseptic methods and agents, corrosive sublimate is given a 
'high place. In this chapter some very valuable tables, giving 
the germicidal power of various agents, are given and will repay 
-careful study. 

That antiseptic measures have a marked influence for good in 
puerperal epidemics and in the stages of labor as well as during 
the puerperism, the author endeavors to prove. If the elabor- 
ate statistics which he presents are at all reliable, and we can 
find no reason to deny their accuracy, he has certainly succeeded 
>in proving his point. 

In the appendix, the antisepsis of the umbilicus and of oph- 
thalmia neonatorum are considered. 

The translator has given us a good example of his skill and 
the book cannot be too highly recommended on account of the 
valuable imf ormation which is given and which is not only of the 
highest utility to the accoucheur but cannot fail to interest every 
one desiring to acquaint himself more fully with many of the 
<}uestions connected with antiseptics. 

The book is in Blakiston's usual style, good print and binding 
being the rule. 

The Student's Guide to Diseases of the Eye. By Edward 
Nettleship, F. R. C. S. Third American from the Fourth 
English Edition. With a chapter on Examination for Color 
Perception. By William Thompson, M. D. Small 8 vo. pp. 
475. [Phila. : Lea Brothers & Co. 1887. 

As the field of each special department of medicine broadens, 
it becomes necessary that a portion of the preliminary education 
of the physician should embrace a part of that general field. 
The student should so familiarize himself with the broad princi- 
ples of special departments, that he may be enabled in the future 
to make use of an intelligent discrimination in the conduct of 
oases and thus render the patient that service which is most val- 
uable. While no physician is able to master the details of the 
entire range of medicine, he may so acquaint himself with sound 
teachings as to have a clear, general conception of all the impor- 
tant subjects to which his attention may be directed. 

In the small work before us we haye combined simplicity of 
description with thoroughness of instruction. It is such a book 
as any intelligent medical student can read only with profit to 
hiimself. The work is divided into three parts, the first of which 
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treats of means of diagnosis, a short chapter on cities opening 
the subject. A valuable chapter is that on examination for color 
perception by Dr. Wm. Thompson, whose methods are generally 
adopted for the examination of raikoad employes. The second 
part is purely clinical and deals with not only diseases of the eye 
and its appendages, but also considers the errors of refraction 
and accomodation and the means of relieving them. 

In part third the relation of the diseases of the eye to general 
diseases are considered. This is a most important subject to the 
general practitioner and should be carefully read, as a knowledge 
of this subject will often obviate a large amount of annoyance and 
vexation. There is only one fault to find in this part, which is 
the extreme brevity observed in treating »uch interesting subjects. 

The book is not complete, nor is there any pretension to abso- 
lute thoroughness. All the principal diseases^ accidents, injuries 
and operations are mentioned and treated of in a clear, perspicu- 
ous style and amply illustrated by good drawings. 

The present edition has about thirty pages more than the pre- 
ceding and is gotten up in handsome style. The print is very 
clean and clear. 

One fault the book possesses, which may be apparent to many 
of its readers. The pathological changes occurring in many con- 
ditions are not so fully dwelt upon as they might be, and pathologi- 
cal Histology does not seem to appear as important in the eyes of 
the author as it should have been. 



Citerary notes. 

Book Chat. — The physician who wishes to keep himself posted 
concerning the ephemeral medical and scientific literature of the 
world *as well as in miscellaneous literature' cannot afford to be 
without this publication. It appears every month, and besides 
containing notes on all of the newest and best publications in 
English, French and German literature, each number gives a 
classified alphabetical resum6 of the titles of every paper worth 
preserving which appears in 246 of the best periodicals of the 
world, embracing medicine, the arts and sciences, etc., with date 
of publication of each. It is issued by Brentano Brothers, 5 
Union Square, New York. 
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Books and Pamphlets Received.^— The following books and 
pamphlets have been received during the month. Due notice of 
the same will be made hereafter. The Encyclopaedia of Obstet- 
rics and Gynaecology (W. Wood & Co.), vols. VII and IX: In- 
tubation of the Larynx — a series of papers read before the N. Y. 
Academy of Medicine by A. Jacobi, Joseph O'Dwyer, Francis 
Huber, Dillon Brown, M. P. Northrup, J. H. Chance and A. 
Caille: Address of the President, I. N. Love, M. D. at the meeting 
of Mississippi Valley Med. Association, July 13, 1887 : Catarrhal 
Mucous Membrane by P. W. Logan, M. D., of Knoxville Tenn. : 
Address of P. W. Logan, M. D., President American Rhinologi- 
cal Association, October 6th 1885 : A Mixed Form of Atrophic 
and Hypertrophic Catarrhal Inflammation, etc., by P. W. Logan, 
M. D. :The Radical Cure of Retro-displacements of the Uterus etc., 
by J. H. Kellogg, M. D., of Battle Creek, Mich. : The Influence 
of the Dura Mater in causing Pain, etc. , by W. H. Fletcher, M. 
D., Superintendent of the Indiana Hospital for the Insane: 
Gastritis gravis acuta infrilhen Kindesalter, von Dr. A. Seibert, 
New York. 

Transactions of the Texas State Medical Association. — 
This handsomely printed and well gotten-up volume of 430 pages 
8 vo. gives a detailed report of the papers read, and the debates 
thereon at the nineteenth annual session of the Texas State As- 
sociation, held at Austin on the 29th of April 1887, and the follow- 
ing days. The minutes of the meetings together with the reports 
of committees occupy only about one-fourth of the entire volume, 
and the balance is devoted to papers, some of which are of a high 
order of merit. The volume is prefaced by a portrait on wood of 
the new president, elected at the meeting. Dr. Samuel R. Bur- 
roughs of Raymond. 

Transactions of the Medical Society of California. — The 
Golden State maintains its claim to luxury in every department of 
life — even in getting up and publishing the reports of its State 
Medical Society. It would be hard to find a handsomer volume 
of this sort than the one before us reporting the proceedings of 
annual session of 1887, held at San Francisco April 20th, 1887. 
It contains 430 pages 8vo. almost to a line the same as the one 
above noticed. As in the proceedings of the Texas Society too, 
the papers are of more than the usual degree of merit, and some 
of them are very valuable. The paper and printing are beautiful 
and the book is a credit to the Society in every way. 
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Physical Diagnosis. — Dr. E. Darwin Hudson, Jr., has 
given the medical profession a very valuable manual of the 
physical diagnosis of thoracic diseases, which will be fully re- 
viewed in the November number of the Journal. 

A Reference Hand-book of the Medical Sciences, em- 
bracing the entire range of Scientific and Practical Medicine and 
allied sciences. Edited by Albert H. Buck, M. D., of New 
York. Vol. V. [New York ; Wm. Wood & Co. 

This volume embraces all subjects from Miliaria to Pott's 
Disease. So much has already been written about this excellent 
work that further comment than, that this number is fully up to 
the high standard of the preceding ones is superfluous. 

Maryland State Board of Health. — This board is doing 
most excellent work, if we may take the present publication as a 
fair sample of its labors. It is a report on improved methods of 
sewage-disposal and the water supply of cities and towns, by 
the secretary of the Board, Dr. C. W. Chancellor, of Baltimore, 
and is entitled '* The Sanitation of Cities and Towns and the 
Agricultural Utilization of Excremental Matters." It treats in 
detail of the question of sewage-disposal, dwelliag upon the 
deadly nature of sewage contamination and showing from 
statistics the uniform and great reduction of mortality in cities 
and towns, where a proper system of sewage disposal has been 
introduced. The various systems of this disposal now in use in 
Europe and America are treated of in detail and very fully, and 
the text is helped out by many wood engravings. The book is 
gotten up in fair style, but the engravings are not worthy of the 
text. 



Professional Secrecy. — A Belgian physician was fined three 
successive times by the Court of Criminal Correction because 
he refused to divulge the name of the mother of an illegitimate 
child which he had reported to the authorities. The matter was 
brought before the Chamber of Deputies and the Minister of 
Justice declared that there was no law by which a physician could 
be forced to violate professional secrecy. The Medical Federa- 
tion of Belgium has the matter under advisement, but nothing 
further has been done toward a solution of the differences between 
municipal and state laws. 
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ZHelange. 

That Editorial Banquet. — The South-Western Medical Oa-- 
zette, after alluding to the reception of an invitation to attend the 
banquet given by the Association of American Medical Editors at 
the late International Medical Congress, adds facetiously that one- 
of the editors was present at the banquet and when he got home 
''explanations would be in order, as to how it was possible for 
one person, at one sitting, to consume fifteen dollars worth of 
food and drinks. ' ' This question was one that occurred to a good 
many of those who received the invitation, and the consideration 
of it beforehand no doubt prevented a good many from accepting 
the invitation. With a good deal of experience in such matters iik 
some of the most expensive restaurants and hotels of the world, 
we confess that the sum seemed to us enormous- This considera- 
tion, coupled with the fact that we had found invitations to the 
banquet in the hands of individuals who were unconnected with 
medical journali&m in any manner (save as ad vertisers), caused us- 
to forego the pleasure of being present. 

The Terrors of Childhood. — How often do we hear moth- 
ers, soothing very young children to whom it has been found nec- 
essary to give a dose of medicine, console them with such talk aa 
this : ' 'Did the nasty old doctor give muzzer' s precious d-a-a-r-1-ing 
nasty old medicine ? Muzzer'll whip nasty old doctor ! " or ' 'Ugly 
old doctor cut baby's arm — muzzer'll beat him for it!" Or, 
when a young one is refractory we hear them say "You'd better 
behave yourself ! I'll send for the doctor and make him vaccinate 
you again!" These and a thousand other foolish things are said 
until to the young mind the doctor becomes the very embodiment 
of terror — a buggaboo from whom the child shrinks in fright and 
aversion. And yet how often the infant's life depends upon its 
love of and confidence in the physician ! The wise mother, real- 
izing this fact, should teach her children to love and trust the fam- 
ily physician. These thoughts were suggested to us recently in 
reading a most entertaining work by Professor Mosso, of Turin, 
entitled La Paura (Fright or Fear). Among other anecdotes he 
says: "An old soldier, whom I once asked what had been his 
greatest fright — what had caused him the most suffering from ter- 
ror, answered "One thing alone, — a terror that has pursued me 
through life and which yet affects me. I have looked death in the 
face I know not how many times, and surrounded by the greatest 
carnage and danger, I have never lost my courage. Bui when L 
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pass a little church in the depths of the forest, or near a deserted 
chapel on the mountain, I instantly think of an abandoned oratory 
that was in the outskirts of my native village, and I become fright- 
ened. I look around me and see in imagination the corpse of an 
assassinated wayfarer, just as I saw it when a little child, and with 
whose wandering spirit an old servant would threaten me." These- 
terrors, these buggaboos of childhood, continues our author, re- 
main through life, a fatal legacy, a chain enthralling reason. We 
remember them almost every day of our lives. A subterraneai> 
vault, the sombre arch of some bridge, the ruins of some abandoned, 
dwelling with its mysterious darkness and silence — all bring back 
the atmosphere of infantine timidity. It is exactly as though the 
eye of the child again rested upon the very scenes. It is not the 
individual mother, nurse or servants who produce this effect — but 
the result of generations of wrong training, that have warped the 
human mind into fantastic shapes exactly as barbaric races have 
gradually changed the shape of the generic skull by ages of arti- 
ficial compression. The children of Greece and Rome were fright- 
ened by tales of vampyres which sucked the blood of sleepers, of 
Cyclops and chimseras. This detestable mode of education has 
not vanished and our babies of to-day are still terrified by ogres^ 
and dwarfs, giants and griffins, dragons and demons, magicians, 
and sorcerers. Every day we hear a mother or nurse say to a 
naughty child **Lookout! Old bouger-man will catch you! Old 
bear will eat you up!*' or some such blood-curdling threat, the- 
effects of which will never die, and which in many instances rend- 
er the child the father of the timid, nervous man. 



local ZHebtcal ^Hatters. 

There are many rumors floating in the air concerning; 
changes in Medical Colleges here. It is said that the complexion 
of one or two faculties will be changed and that while these^ 
changes maj'^ be needed, they will raise quite a large-sized breeze 
in some quarters. 

The Alexian Brothers' Hospital, which was formerly con- 
nected with the St. Louis Medical College, is no longer en rapport 
with that institution. We are sorry to learn this as the hospital 
is a model of its kind and the surgical clinics held by Dr. F. J^ 
Lutz, were not only valuable but instructive as well. 
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The St. Louis Medical Society resumed its meetings for 
the fall and winter on Saturday, Sept. 17th. Some good papers 
are promised for the winter. At present the meetings are held 
in the room of the Secretary of the School Board, the plaster of 
the ceiling of the former meeting room having fallen. 

The Parades and Festivities that are now in progress in 
St. Louis have afforded some of the physicians of the city abun- 
dant opportuntie3 to display their elegant horsemanship and to 
prompt the memories of the '^pomp and circumstance of glorious 
war," by riding at the head of the columns as medical directors, 
staff surgeons, etc. Some of the horsemanship, we are bound 
to say would not have passed muster were the riders candidates 
for admission into a troop of dragoons — though in ono or two in- 
stances the view of them was as good as a trip to the circus. 

Diphtheria. — The ravages of this disease became so alarm- 
ing in this city about the middle of September that there was 
serious talk of closing the public schools. It, however, seemed 
to come to a stand-still about the 20th, and at present writing ap- 
pears to be on the dechne. The Health Department has done 
nobly in the matter, and has achieved more than would be deem- 
ed possible by one who knows how fearfully its usefulness is 
hampered by old fogyism and parsimony in other departments of 
the city government, especially in that which holds the purse- 
strings. Commissioner Dudley may be relied upon to do his duty 
under all circumstances, but only the concurrent weight of public 
opinion from all parties and cliques, will ever force the legislative 
body into sensible and advanced action in matters pertaining to 
sanitation. 

Lead in Hydrant Water. — Prof. Chas. O. Curtmann, 
whose ability to decide such questions no one will question, in a 
paper read before the Medico-Chirurgical Society of this city on 
the 6th of September, states that he had obtained as high sls 2)4 
grains of metallic lead to the gallon of our local water supply. 
Dr. Curtmann states that the amount varies from day to day 
within certain limits, the above figures giving the maximum for 
August. He further stated that on certain days the lead entirely 
disappeared from the water in hydrants where only a day or two 
previously a considerable amount had been obtained. Dr. Curt- 
mann' s analyses and examinations agree with those of the writer, 
who after testing the water in his hydrant without finding lead 
for several days in succession, one day obtained 34 milligrams 
from one litre of water, or nearly two grains to the gallon. The 
lead is always in greatest quantity when the water is most tur- 
bid — a fact easily accounted for by the scouring or abrasive 
action of the fine, sharp particles of sand held in suspension 
therein. 
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The Nervous Phenomena Observed in a Case op Exposure op 
THE Anterior Column of the Cord, from Syphilitic Ulcera- 
tion OF the Upper Pharynx.* By A. G. Hobbs, M. D., At- 
lanta, Ga. 

In October last a young man was brought to my office to be 
treated for ** ulcerated sore throat,'* as his father expressed it^ 

He had been a cow-boy in Texas for two years, strong and 
robust, weighing 140 pounds; when he reached me he was thin^. 
pale and emaciated, weighing only 104 pounds. 

He denied ever having had syphilis, nor had he any evidence* 
of this disease other than the ulcer about to be described, and^ 
according to his own history there never had been any other 
symptom of syphilis. A posterior rhinoscopic examination re- 
vealed an ugly, sloughing ulcer in the posterior and superior 
wall of the pharynx, about the size of a silver 25 cent piece. 
By the use of a soft palate retractor a direct view of the greater 
part of the ulcer could be obtained. 

A bent probe discovered necrosed and detached bone at the 
depth of about half an inch, a piece of which I succeeded in ex- 
tracting at the first sitting. At each succeeding dail}' visit, for 
two weeks, small pieces of bone from the size of a pin head to a 
small pea were either washed out with the cleansing syringe or 
extracted with the probe or scoop. My index finger would now 
enter the cavity as far as the first joint, by which means I could 
discover either detached or jagged, undetached bones. 

The treatment had from the beginning been based upon the 
assumption that it was a syphilitic ulcer, notwithstanding his re- 
peated denials of having contracted the disease, his father's 



*Read before the American Rhlnoloj^ical Association, at Washington, D. 0.,and 
be ore the International Medical Congress. 
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assurances that be had been healthy from infancy and could not 
therefore have inherited the taint. He began on 40 grains of 
iodide of potassium three times a day in a menstruum of succus 
alterans ; this dose was afterward doubled. The ulcer was daily 
cleansed with cotton probes, syringes and sprays, the latter being 
applied both directly and through the nose, on account of the 
discharge being partly expelled through this channel. Listerine 
was used for its disinfectant and cleansing properties, and nitrate 
of silver, full strength, was applied at the bottom of the cavity 
by a cotton probe, after which the cavity was packed with iodol. 

About this time, after four or five weeks of daily treatment, 
the phenomena first occurred. 

For a week or ten days he had been complaining of constant 
pain in the back of his head and neck which caused him to carry 
his head to one side and rigidly. During this period — the four 
or five weeks — he had been unable to sleep except for a few min- 
utes at a time and in a sitting posture. After the cavity had been 
thoroughly cleansed at one of the treatments I pressed the nitrate 
of silver probe to its bottom, when as suddenl}> as if he had been 
shot, one half of the patient's body became paralyzed — his head 
fell to the right, his right arm dropped to his side, his right leg 
turned outward and he would have fallen from the chair if I had 
not caught him. Without losing consciousness at any time, this 
hemiplegic condition lasted about thirty seconds when, as he ex- 
pressed it, "he felt a tingling in the right half of his body" and 
in another half minute be slowly raised his right side into posi- 
tion. The next day the same phenomenon was repeated but on 
the opposite side. 

He was now so reduced in weight and strength by the loss of 
sleep and constant pain that he could not walk to my oflice. The 
extreme insomnia lasted about ten days, during which time his 
attendants thought he did not sleep one hour in twenty-four. 

The pupil of the eye on the corresponding side of the 
paralysis was very slightly dilated. 

The perspiratory glands were not perceptibly altered in any 
way on either side of the body during the hemiplegic attacks. 
But from this time healing began at the bottom of the ulcer, the 
discharge became less and examinations with the finger did not 
discover any more rough bone ; he slept better and did not com- 
plain so much of the pain in the back of his neck. 

He naturally did not desire that a paralysis should be deliber- 
ately produced now, because he was not certain, nor could I with 
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much confidence assure him that it would only last one minute if 
repeated. 

A week passed on with' all of his symptoms gradually im- 
proving, when I could no longer resist the temptation of making 
-another pressure with the probe. Paralysis of the side pressed 
upon followed each pressure of the probe, but in a much milder 
degree than before ending in the same tingling sensation, as 
described before. As only the spray and powder-blower were 
used from this time onward in dressing the cavity no more pres- 
-sures with the probe were made till healing had well progressed, 
probably ten days or two weeks after the last test. 

To my surprise, when the probe was now pressed into the cav- 
ity a condition just the opposite of paralysis was exhibited ; — the 
arm and leg jerked and jumped similar to a case of chorea. 
These choreic muscular contractions, unlike the paralysis, lasted 
only during the pressure of the probe. In repeating the probe 
pressure at intervals during the next few days the same choreic 
symptoms were produced, always on the corresponding side of 
the pressure, but in a less and less degree, requiring a still 
firmer pressure to produce the effect. 

Finally, when the healing process had been thoroughly estab- 
lished and cicatricial tissue had in a measure closed up the cavity, 
only a "tingling or prickling" sensation followed the probe pres- 
sure — a sensation similar to that which followed the hemiplegia 
in the first instance. After the cicatricial tissue had thoroughly 
hardened no manifestation followed the pressure of the probe. 

At the present writing, ten months since I first saw the patient, 
he has entirely recovered and presents a picture of perfect 
health, weighing 135 pounds, 37 to 40 pounds more than he 
weighed in November of last year. He was kept on a lessened 
dose of iodide of potash and succus alterans until last July. 

I cannot state accurately as to the total amount of dead bone 
taken from the cavity, but I should say that its area would about 
^qual that of a medium sized almond. 

The sequel, it would seem, proved my diagnosis to be correct. 
>Since the ulcer had gradually increased in size for six months 
prior to the beginning of the anti-syphilitic treatment and 
though he did not improve at once, as soon as the local treat- 
ment succeeded in cleansing the ulcer of necrosed bone, healing 
began and the more serious symptoms became less. 

The case is of even greater interest lo the neurologist than to 
the rhinologist and had more systematic experiments been made 
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and closer observations been taken of the nervous phenomena 
something of greater interest might have been gained. I con* 
fess that I had not the temerity to risk many experiments at the 
time in the progress of the case when they would have been 
available. 

Some important points may especially be noticed: . (1) The 
necrosis must have occurred in the anterior process of the see* 
ond cervical vertebra, hence the spinal cord must have been ex - 
posed between the second and third vertebrae. (2) The probe- 
pressure always produced its effect on the corresponding side of 
the body. (3) The pressure that produced the paralysis must, 
have wounded the anterior column by pressing a jagged piece of 
bone against the cord, and the pressure that produced the con- 
vulsions must have only irritated the anterior columns, since it ia 
well known that an irritation applied to the anterior column of 
the spine produces immediate convulsions and a wound producea 
immediate paralysis. 



Another Case of Albuminuric Retinitis of Pregnancy. — By A.. 
D. Williams, M. D., of St. Louis. 

Some months ago I gave in the Journal the history of twa 
cases of albuminuric retinitis of pregnancy, and urged as the 
only remedial procedure in this condition prompt and early in- 
duction of premature delivery. I have now to present another 
sad case emphasizing my former words of warning. 

A lady of middle age consulted me during the past week on ac- 
count of practical loss of her vision. She can barely count fingers 
with one eye. She gave the following history : 

Two years ago, when three months gone in pregnancy, she took 
a most violent headache, which was not apparently benefitted in 
the least by any treatment her physician could suggest. Thia 
intense headache lasted for several days and suddenly passed 
away. Very soon after the cessation of pain her vision be- 
came dim, rapidly growing worse, until at the end of three or 
four days she was totally blind. Three months later she had a 
miscarriage, the foetus (one of six months) dying almost immedi- 
ately. Soon after this miscarriage the vision began to clear up, 
the amelioration progressing until she could count fingers held in 
certain positions before one eye. Here the process of repair 
stopped and has remained stationary ever since. 
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After receiving this history I made an examination and found 
both vitreous chambers full of old clots of blood, but through 
these I could discern the peculiar stellated patches in the retina 
t3haracteristic of albuminuric retinitis. So much for the ophthal- 
moscope ; but for diagnostic purposes I had not to rely upon 
it alone, but upon the characteristic history, viz: 

1. Pregnancy. 

2. Headache, intense, intractable, suddenly ceasing. 

3. Dimness of vision, following immediately and growing 
rapidly worse, even to total blindness. (This is peculiarly char- 
acteristic and it is a singular phenomenon. The vision is not in- 
volved in these cases until after the headache ceases. Such at 
least has been the case in every instance coming under my ob- 
servation or found in the range of my reading). 

4. To make the pathological picture complete an anamina- 
tion should have shown the urine to have been loaded with al- 
bumen. This feature is wanting in the history given me, but as 
no examination was made I can only assume that it was so. 

The haemorrhage into the vitreous chambers is unusual, and in 
this exceptional case I presume it was due to some accidental 
condition. That it was not the primary cause of blindness is 
proven by the fact that the latter was not instant, which it would 
have been had haemorrhage been the cause. 

That gestation or the pregnancy was the exciting cause is 
proven by the amelioration which ensued upon delivery. Had, 
therefore, the true condition of the patient been recognized 
sX the time when her vision began to fail; or better still, when 
the headache was found to be intractable to treatment, which could 
easily' have been accomplished had the attendant physician caused 
« test of the urine to be made ; and had a prompt miscarriage 
been induced, in all probability her vision would have been saved. 
Now she is hopelessly blind. The moral is self evident but I 
will repeat it for emphasis and for the benefit of those practition- 
ers who are too apt to neglect that greatest of aids to scientific 
diagnosis, a careful and competent examination of the urine. 

When the pregnant woman in the earlier periods of gestation 
Is seized with a headache that is violent, intense, intractable and 
which ceases only to be followed by dimness of vision, suspect 
albuminuric retinitis. Examine the urine and if albumen is 
found in any quantity, proceed at once to the only measure 
which gives any promise of salvation of vision or of life itself, 
and produce premature delivery. 
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f^ospttal notes. 

ST. LOUIS CITY HoisPITAL. 

H. C. Dalton, M. D., Superintendent. 

XX. — * 'Walking" Typhoid Fkveb. — Nobhal Temperatube. — 
L Death. — Autopsy. By H. C. Dalton, M. D. , Superintendent. 

J. W. S., male, set. 16, American, single, laborer, was admit- 
ted Sept. 10, 1887. Patient had no knowledge of his family his- 
tory ; said he had been healthy until two years ago, when he had 
malarial fever, since which time he had not been so well. He 
had been working in the Missouri River Bottom during the sum- 
mer, hence his hygienic surroundings were not favorable. His 
last illness began on Sept. 10th with a chill and fever followed by 
free perspiration, after which he felt comparatively well until the- 
next day, about the same time, when the fever reappeared and 
became continuous. At the time of the patient's first examina- 
tion he seemed to be well nourished, but was sallow, and the con- 
junctivae were yellow enough to give rise to the suspicion of the- 
presence of jaundice. His pulse was 80, respiration 24, and tem- 
perature 98.6° F. His appetite was poor. The ingestion of water 
to quench his increased thirst caused nausea, and vomiting of a. 
greenish fluid. His bowels had been very loose, moving as many 
as twelve times in twenty-four hours, the passages being watery and 
rather copious. After the period mentioned, however, they had 
only moved three times in twenty-four hours. A headache had 
accompanied the fever but had disappeared with each return of 
natural temperature. There was some pain in the left side and 
left lumbar region. Physical examination showed the spleen waa 
much enlarged, and extended to the crest of the ileum below and 
to within one inch of the margin of the median line. It was 
quite tender and there was general abdominal tenderness with 
some distension. Liver was slightly enlarged ; heart and lunga. 
were normal. The patient appeared to do well except a contin- 
uation of the pain, and- although required to remain in bed 
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after the first day he said he felt well enough to be up. His 
temperature was normal on the evening of the 11th and during 
the 12th and he did not appear as sick as many of the other 
patients, who were suffering with intermittent fever. He died, 
however, very suddenly, while lying in bed, at 5:46 A. M. on 
the 13th without apparent cause or previous prostration. 

Autopsy six hours later showed all the organs to be normal 
excepting the following :— 

The spleen weighed 1750 gm. (58 oz.); its substance was 
very soft, dark, and congested. Liver weighed 2250 gm. (75 
oz.); was large, of slate color, and gave increased amount of 
blood from the cut^surface. The mucous membrane of the colon 
was filled with numerous small ulcerated glands, which increased 
in number towards the coecum. Throughout the ileum, but 
most especially marked at its coecal end, the glands of Peyer 
were found to be congested, inflamed, and considerably ulcer- 
ated ; many solitary glands in the ileum were ulcerated ; three 
large lumbricoid worms were found in the colon. 

XXI. — Cerebral Softening Simulating a Cerebral Haemor- 
rhage. — Death. — Autopsy. By H. C. Dalton, M. D. 

J. F, set. 57, Irishman, married, ironworker, admitted August 
27, 1887. The patient's mother, toward the close of her life lost 
the power of speech ; two aunts had rheumatism — which consti- 
tuted the pathology of his family record. The patient's consti- 
tution and general health were usually good. Previous diseases 
were bad colic and delirium tremens. His habits were extremely 
irregular — he was intemperate both in the use of spirituous 
liquors and in his sexual relations. On August 14th, after a pro- 
longed spree while in bed, he noticed that he could not move his 
left arm, and had only slight control over left leg. He was per- 
fectly conscious and had no abnormal sensations. At the time 
of our first observation, patient was exceedingly plethoric ; his 
coarse skin and flushed face gave evidence of his dissipation. 
Temperature and pulse were normal, tongue coated, appetite fair, 
bowels regular, urine normal. Physical examination revealed no 
abnormality of the thoracic or abdominal viscera. There was 
complete paralysis of the left upper, and a paresis of the left 
lower extremity ; sensation was unimpaired in either. Soon after 
entering he showed signs of approaching delirium which was at- 
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tributed to alcoholism ; insomnia became a marked feature ; pro- 
stration was great, his pulse became intermittent and irregular 
and much weaker than previously. Urine was passed involun- 
tarily and frequently, macerating the buttocks so that bed-sores 
soon developed, notwithstanding the care taken to prevent them. 
On Sept. 3, the patient'* mind again became clear, and he ap- 
peared better in many ways, but the hemiplegia was found com- 
plete ; on the day before, however, he had a very weak spell, in 
which his pulse was weak and rapid and Cheyne-Stokes respira- 
tion was present. It was relieved by hypodermatic stimulation. 
After a short period, in which the patient appeared to gain some, 
he gradually grew worse, sank into somnolency, then into uncon- 
sciousness in which he died on Sept. 11th. There had been no 
aphasia, nor aural defects. During the latter part of his illness 
there were irregular periods of fever, the temperature running to 
39^ C. (102.2^ F.) on one morning. The autopsy was held 
seventeen hours after death. The brain weighed 1500 gm (50 
oz. ) ; the meninges were injected and the great vessels at the base 
were greatly distended with clotted blood. The brain substance 
generally was softer than normal. The posterior portion (greater 
part) of the corpus striatum, optic thalamus, and almost the en- 
tire middle lobe of the cerebrum extending to the cortex was 
softened and broken down, the degenerated nerve tissues being 
quite fluid in some places. All was of a pinkish hue. All the large 
vessels were thickened and spots of atheroma were seen on those 
of the base. The ependyma of the right ventricle was thicken- 
ed, and the same cavity was dilated and contained an abnormal 
amount of fluid. Nothing noteworthy in the rest of the examin- 
ation. 



Clinical Heports from private practice. 

Rkgukgitation of Milk through the Ear — An unique Case. 
By H. F. Hendrix, M. D., of St. Louis. 

Eddie J., when two weeks old was brought to my office, be- 
cause he could not nurse well. On inspecting the fauces, Ifound 
that the soft palate was absent, which accounted for the trouble 
in nursinor. The child could not exhaust the air in the mouth 
sufficiently to cause the milk to flow readily, he therefore had to 
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be fed by hand, and did not nourish well at any time. When he 
was three weeks old, his right ear began to discharge a thin, 
watery matter containing a slight amount of pus. This con- 
tinued for a time, when it was noticed that in feeding while lying 
on the right side milk would flow from the corresponding ear and 
5ome of it coagulated or curdled in the aural canal. Finally at 
the age of eight months he contracted whooping cough. The 
other ear now began to discharge as the right one had done, and 
soon the milk began to run from it when the the child nursed 
while lying on the left side. At this time also measles super- 
vened and subsequently diarrhoea, which was too severe for the 
feeble constitution and life ceased. 

I have not seen in print nor heard spoken of a similar case and 
so far as I know, it is unique. It is, at all events, interesting in 
its pathology — hence this report. 

101- N. Jefferson Ave. 



Crushed Hand. — Conservative Surgery. B}^ W. V. Kings- 
bury, M. D., of St. Louis. 

On the 25th of last August, Mr. M — , while working at a 
stamping machine, in a bucket factory, in this city, got his left 
hand caught and crushed in the machine. The hand was injured 
to such an extent that it was necessary to amputate the first 
three fingers. The little finger was so badly lacerated that at 
first sight it was thought necessar}'' to amputate it also, but as 
only the soft part was implicated and the boueswere not fractured 
it was considered best to try to save it. 

All the phalangeal bones of the first three fingers were broken 
and crushed and the metacarpal bones were crushed at their 
distal extremities. The crushed fingers were cut away, after the 
patient had been •anaesthetized by chloroform, and the protruding 
ends of the metacarpal bones were sawed off as far down as 
possible, so as to be able to get flaps long enough to cover them. 
After removing all shreds and dirt, the hand and arm was washed 
in an antiseptic solution of bichloride of mercury (1 in 2000). 
Three sutures were applied, drawing together as near as possible 
the edges of the flaps. Antiseptic dressings were put on and 
allowed to remain for four days, when they were removed and 
the wound was found aseptic and showing no signs of inflamma- 
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tion. The patieot made a rapid recovery and at no time did his 
temperature reach above 99.5° F. He b now able to use his 
thamb and little finger readily. 

The principal feature presented in thia case is the recovery of 
the uaefulDess of the finger, which was lacerated and denuded to 
Buch an extent that the hope of obtaining more than a stiff 
' member seemed to be out of thn question. In this finger the 
process of granulation rapidly replaced the lost tissue. With the 
exception of a slight loss of motion in the metacarpo-pbalangeal 
articulation, this finger is a very useful member and seems to im- 
prove by usage. 

The patient can now, with the left hand, pick np a piu and is 
able to separate his thumb and finger so as to be able to bold an 
object nearly three inches long between them. 



"Fig. 8. 
Figure 8, from a photograph, shows an anterior view of the 
hand with the thumb and finger holding a stick two and three- 
fourth incbes long. When the finger and tiiumb are separated to 
a great distance, say two inches or more, there occurs a tremor 
and the stick in the cut was put there for the purpose of control- 
ling this while being photographed. This cut shows the cicatrix 
on the little linger. 



Fig. 9. 

Figure il gives a posterior view of the hand holding a 
cigarette between the thumb and finger. This also shows the 
cicatrix upon the dorsal surface of the hand. 

In preijenting this case I desire to add another piece of evi- 
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dence in favor of conservative surgery in injuries of the hand.. 
It seems to me that the limit has not yet been reached. The- 
possibilities in this direction, can hardly be estimated when 
antiseptics are thoroughly and judiciously employed. 
903 Olive St. 



A Case of Verbal Amnesia »ue to Shock. By Waldo Briggs; 
M. D., of St. Louis. 

On Friday night, Sept. 30th, Mr. S., proprietor of a large coop^ 
erage at Jerseyville, Ills., after paying off his hands found 
himself in possession of quite a large sum of money (between* 
five and six hundred dollars) which had come in after banking 
hours. Having worked until after dark he seated himself at his., 
desk by a window, in full view of passers by on the street,, 
counted his money, rolled it up and stuck it into his pocket pre- 
paratory to starting home. After locking up his office he called 
at a grocery and bought a few articles which were done up into a 
convenient package, and then walked homeward, his residence 
being in the suburbs some half or three quarters of a mile away. 
Just as he reached the corner of the low fence enclosing his house, 
and perhaps a hundred yards from his door, he was felled by a 
blow, delivered from behind the fence (and over the top of it),^. 
the weapon, as it afterward turned out, being a plough handle. 
As he fell another assailant ran from across the street and belab^ 
ored him over the head with a club made of a section of grape 
vine. After beating him into utter insensibility the robbers took 
his money and left him. Exactly how long he remained where, 
he fell is not known, but probably half an hour. The first that 
was known of the affair by his family was when he staggered in- 
to the house about 9 o'clock, covered with blood, unable to- 
speak, or to recognize any of the family, or to understand words, 
spoken to him, but still grasping in his hands the bundle with 
which he started from the shop. He was hastily put to bed by 
the family and medical aid summoned. 

An examination by the local physicians disclosed several scali>, 
wounds of greater or less severity but no fracture of the skull. 
The right parietal region seemed to have suffered the most, as it 
had received the first stunning blow, which was evidently deliver- 
ed (taking the position of the assailant into consideration) by a. 
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ieft-handed man. Fortunately it glanced, and failing to crush the 
parietal, fractured the right superior maxillary badly. 

I was summoned by telegraph and on arriving at the house on 
the ensuing night, found the patient in a semi-conscious condition, 
apparently able to understand what was said to him but unable 
to reply intelligibly, as there was total verbal amnesia, or pro- 
bably I should say aphemia. When he wished for a spoon, for 
instance, he would say "chair," '*stove," *'table" or substan- 
tives other than the correct one ; but that he knew what he want- 
ed was proven by his becoming irritated if anything, other than 
the object desired, was offered him. A careful examination on 
my part confirmed that of the local physicians as to the absence 
of fractures or other lesions of the calvaria. I therefore con- 
tented myself with dressing the scalp wounds and readjusting 
the fractured superior maxillary. 

During the time that I was compelled to remain at the house, 
intelligence gradually returned to the patient, and when given a 
pencil and paper he managed very disjointedly, it is true, to 
make known his wants. While still unable to articulate the cor- 
rect words, when he wished to express himself verbally, he was 
generally, though not always, able to write them. The first pro- 
per and clear answer that he was able to return was made shortly 
before my departure on the ensuing day. When asked by his 
son if a certain suspected person was one of his assailants, he 
answered distinctly and without hesitation, *'yes." I have since 
heard from the case several times and learn that the verbal am- 
nesia has almost entirely disappeared and that the patient is rap- 
idly recovering. 

Some of the more curious features of the case are; (1) that 
tie should in his utterly unconscious state have made his way home 
unaided ; (2) that he should have recovered the package and car- 
ried it with him ; (3) that the verbal amnesia should have ex- 
tended simply to inability to speak the correct word. 

1405 Olive St., St. Louis. 

[Remarks : As M. Charcot has pointed out, a word is not 
^n unity — not a simple, but a complexity, consisting of at least 
four distinct cerebral images of different kinds, viz: auditive, 
visual, articulo-motor and grapho-motor. By means of the first 
sense we learn words and their meaning from others. The visual 
image is of two kinds, viz: that seen in the '*mind's eye" when 
the word is heard, and that which enables us to recognize the 
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written or printed word. The articul€)-motor image is developed, 
by the repetition ^ the movements of the tongue and lips neces•^ 
sary to pronounce the word ; and, finally, the grapho-motor devel- 
oped by the movements of the hand and fingers in writing. Theses 
verbal memories, these depots of verbal images (as shown by- 
Professor Teissier) are physiologically interdependent upon each, 
other, without being so anatomically ; and, therefore, while the. 
abolition of one set may cause the loss or impairment of one or 
all of the balance, it does not follow that it should necessarily da. 
so. While the interior image, for instance, as in the present 
case, might not be able to dictate itself to the articulo-motor, it 
was able to impress the grapho-motor. Another curious feature 
here is seen : the written word could not recall the spoken one, or 
rather could not set in motion the articulo- motors, even though 
the word was spoken by others and heard and understood by the. 
patient. The phenomena while not exceedingly rare, are very 
curious. The picking up of the package (it is possible that he 
never let go his hold upon it) and walking home in an utterly 
unconscious condition is very strange, but often finds a parallel. 
The writer remembers an instance which occurred several years, 
ago in Mississippi County, Arkansas, and which was reported by 
the late Dr. Davies of that county, where an employe had gone 
to a lake a few hundred yards from the house to shoot ducks. 
The gun was heard to explode and shortly afterward the man 
walked into the yard through the front gate, opening and closing 
the same. He passed directly up the walk, threw his game upon 
the porch, set the gun in its accustomed corner, went through the 
hall to his room and fell upon the bed unconscious. On examin-^ 
ation it was found that the breech pin of the gun (an old-fashion- 
ed, smooth-bore single-barrel shot-gun) had blown out, striking 
him in the forehead squarely between the eyes, passed backward 
through the brain and partially embedded itself in one of the 
parietal bones. He lived for several hours, but never spoke after 
entering the house ; though just as he reached the porch he is re- 
ported by one of the negroes to have said ''I am a dead man.'* 
F. L. J.l 



Medical Education in America does not seem to have 
been exhausted yet as a subject for learned disquisitions by tha 
editors of our provincial exchanges. 
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(Eorresponbence. 

COPYRIGHT AND PATENT RIGHT. 

Editors St. Louia Medical and Surgical Journal: 

I commend the brief editorial in your October number, p. 
222, on tiiis subject. 

Dr. Emmet, of New York, in a conversation with the writer 
more than twenty years ago, remarked in relation to a speculum 
he was working upon, that he ought to patent it for the protection 
of the profession, i. e. to protect them from being put off with in- 
efficient or defective instruments sold as his, by any irresponsi- 
ble instrument maker. 

Dr. J. Marion Sims expressed this view in a presidential ad- 
dress on retiring from the presidency of the American Medical 
Association. 

The medicine antipyrin has been mentioned as a patented 
article. The advantage to the profession and to patients in hav- 
ing a newly discovered compound patented and covered with a 
trade mark is; that only an honest article will be offered for 
sale. 

If the same medicine can be made by other processes, very well ; 
but the trade mark ought to protect the profession from being 
deceived as to the manufacturer and proprietor. If any one by, 
long investigation can bring out such a compound as antipyrin 
what principle lies against a patent right, which does not apply 
with equal force against a copyright? What principle of 
brotherhood in the medical profession obliges an inventor to give 
his time for the general professional welfare, which does not re- 
quire that the maker of a medical book should work for the same 
general good without compensation? 

The kind of labor which brought out antipyrin has not been 
taken to, in any great degree, in this country. 

There are two obvious reasons for this : One is the lack of 
endowed institutions to support enthusiasts who are willing to 
work for what brings no result of immediate commercial value. 
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The other is the disfavor in which patents are held. This 
prejudice is not altogether confined to the medical profession. 
A few years ago the American Congress, in making an appro- 
priation for the army, provided that no patented article should 
be purchased. The inconvenience of this regulation was so great 
that it has .never been repeated by any subsequent congress. 

This prejudice is an inherited antipathy to the alchemists who 
worked in secret places, and were supposed to be in communica- 
tion with Satan. Now, because Satan likes people with smutty 
faces, whose hands are begrimed with the soot of furnaces, and hard- 
ened by contact with hot instruments, and gives them the secrets of 
nature, therefore the book makers, who can sit in clean clothes, 
with delicate hands, with the favor of the Lord, should be com- 
pensated by the common people, for their cleric gifts, through a 
copyright. The poor children of Satan, however, have no rights 
which common people are bound to respect, because that which 
comes from Satan is free booty fur all marauders. Civilization 
has, however, so far advanced from the superstitions of the dark 
ages, that the law allows those children of Satan to protect their 
labors by patent right from ordinary marauders. What cannot be 
taken by force without compensation is attempted to be taken by 
boycotting^ i, e. by heaping such disgrace upon the poor children 
of Satan that they will drop their tools and their products and 
escape into the respectable society of the book-makers whose 
divine afflatus will keep them warm with the approbation of all 
men. When the millenium comes the "code" will take up these 
smutty people, give them a bath and put clean clothes upon 
them and permit them to feed themselves with the labors of their 
own hands. 

The smut will be regarded as prophetic of the richest rubies 
from the mine of industry, and Satan will become the emblem of 
material knowledge, without which the divine book-maker will 
have no material to work upon. 

An argument in favor of farthering the copyright and the 
patent right upon the same basis in medical estimation, is pub- 
lished in the Transactions of the American Medical Association 
for 1886. 

Waiting for the passing away of the darkness of the dark 

ages, I am 

Your obedient servant, 
Jacksonville, Ills. David Piunce. 
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All communications should be addressed to Box 626, St. Louis,. 
Mo. 

TO THE FRIENDS OF THE JOURNAL. 

The Year of 1887 is rapidly drawing to a close. But one 
more issue of the Journal and we turn over another leaf in time 
and add another volume to the long series which have gone be- 
fore. That the past year was the most prosperous in its career 
is abundantly testified by a reference to its advertising pages — the 
true index of any journal's prosperity. We have striven to 
make it in every way worthy of these evidences of esteem, and 
shall continue our efforts to provide the best medical monthly in 
this or any country. We earnestly hope that our old and 
new friends will show that they appreciate these endeavors, by 
using their influence to increase the circulation of the Journal ; 
and as all these things should be mutual, we make them the fol- 
lowing offer : 

To every old subscriber who sends us the name of a new one 
with two dollars ($2.00) therefor, we will send the Journal for 
1888 for one dollar — in other words, for $3.00 we send the Jour- 
nal to both names for one year. 

To every old subscriber who sends us four dollars ($4.00) 
with the names of two new subscribers we will send the Journal 
for 1888 FREE. 

Medical Students, regularly matriculated in any of the reput- 
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flfole schools, will be supplied with the Jodunal atoNis dollar pet 
Sinnum during their course of study. To any medical sttiiieilt 
jj^etdng up a club of ten (10) student subscribers, and forwarding; 
ws ten dollars therefor, we will send the Journal free. 

Students desiring specimeq copies will be furnished with the 
Bftme free by post, or on application to 

F. M. RuMBOLD, M. D., Business Manager, 
P. O. Box 626, 620 Olive St., St. Louis, Mo. 

PATENT-RIGHT vs. COPYRKxHT. 

In another department of the Journal will be found a letter 
from that able and well-known Illinois surgeon, Dr. David 
Prince, of Jacksonville, bearing upon this subject, and which 
will be found to be well worthy of perusal. It will furnish food 
for thought for that portion of the medical profession whose minds 
and senses are ever on the alert, and who spend their time in 
studying Nature and her laws, instead of ''the code" and viola- 
tions thereof. Dr. Prince, it will be perceived, takes a Spen- 
cerian view of the subject, and elaborates the same very 
pleasantly. 

While agreeing with him in the main, we think there is a much 
simpler and more natural explanation of the extraordinar3'^ y.ead 
and ardor of certain of the rank and file in the profession in their 
desire to uphold those features of the ^code* which prevent the 
inventor who chances to belong to the medical profession from 
availing himself of the protection afforded by the patent laws. 

Briefly stated, and not to mince matters, in our opinion this 
zeal arises most f requently/rom the desire^ or at least willingness 
of lazy and incompetent men to profit by the braitis and labor of 
others. 

The Code of Ethics is not a thing of to-day, nor of yesterday ; 
it is the outcome of the ages. Taking its origin in the remote 
past it has grown with the centuries and has been modified by 
them, each generation leaviag its impress upon it. In theory the 
principle which forbids the physician to keep secret a method or 
a remedy is wise and just. Freely, it declares, have the dis- 
coveries made by our predecessors been handed down to us from 
time immemorial, and freely should we share those inventions 
which we may make in the divine art of healing. 

But as with many another theory, right and proper in the ab- 
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striust, when it oomes to a ptactic&l application we find that it is 
baig^d upon impossible conditions. Thus, such a rule to be 
truly golden, pre-supposes a condition of society in which all 
men are workers, striving for the common weal ; in which there 
are nclaggards and no drones, and where to him who gives shall 
freely be given in return ; where some provision shall be made by 
th« many, who practice and enjoy the fruits, for the few whose 
talents and education lead them to spend their time in study and 
research. 

In some European countries this, to a certain extent, is done 
by government, which endows and maintains laboratories and 
makes grants, usually small enough, but sufficient to support and 
keep alive the men who devote themselves to experiment and re- 
search. In such cases it is no more than fair that the labor of 
these men should be given to the public. 

But with us the case is far different. Here we- have no 
pensioned workers, no endowed laboratories, no public or private 
funds for the support of workers in the fields of science. The 
physician who carries on experimental research does it at his 
own expense, jn hours .filched from his sleep or his practice, and 
with funds abstracted from his family. Yet if such an one ar- 
rives at a method of producing cheap quinine or better morphine, 
or discovers a drug which may supplant them both, he is ex- 
pected forthwith to publish it for the benefit of the hundreds and 
thousands who were earning fees while he was in his laboratory, 
or asleep when he was at work over the crucible. 

Again, if an ingenious surgeon in some of the European 
countries invents an improved apparatus or instrument, he can 
designate an instrument-maker who shall have the sole privilege 
of manufacturing the same, and any other person who makes 
them without his permission can be punished therefor. In this 
country the surgeon is expected to publish a description of his 
invention and to furnish engravings thereof ; and then any and 
every bungler who calls himself an ^'instrument maker," from 
Hudson's Bay to the Rio Grande, may manufacture and furnish 
the instrument (or what he choses to palm off therefor), regard- 
less of the rights or wishes of the inventor — thus working a treble 
wrong, a fraud upon the inventor, upon the physician who orders 
0€ buys and the patient upon whom it is used. 

.We are for the maintainance of the code in all that tends to 
; prevent the degredation of medicine ; we are opposed to the use 
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Of secret 01" 'pateiit' iriediicmes in the tisual acc^jitaned of the 
terms ; but we do believe and assert that the code should be "so 
taodified as to give some protection and emolument to the 
physician who chances*to be Ian inventor in that lin6 wherein "his 
inventions would probably be most valuable, i, e., that which he 
toows most About, medicine or surgery. ' ' 

RANK HUMBUGGERY. 

Soine months ago a merchant of this city consulted a physi- 
cian concerning a gastric and intestinal trouble which was mani- 
festly the result of over-indulgence in food and drink. The doc- 
tor so told his patientin plain words and advised abstention and 
A simpler diet, charging for the consultation (which lasted nearly 
an hour in the busiest part of the day) the munificent sum of five 
-dollars. The patient "kicked" but paid it. A few weeks, later 
the doctor, while in Philadelphia, met at his hotel, the same mer- 
•chant, then on his homeward way, and incidentally learned that 
the latter had whil6 "East" consulted a celebrated New York 
-doctor, who "had diagnosed his case perfectly, and had prescribed 
medicines to cure it." The merchant was in a patronizing mood 
and graciously informed the St. Louis doctor that he would let 

the latter see Dr. *s prescriptions and letter of directions, as 

it might be of some service to him in future emergencies (i. e. 
when-the St. Louis ^sculapius got hold of another "sucker" like 
the merchant). The first impression was to refuse, but curiosity 
^ot the better of wounded professional pride, and he consented 
to accompany the merchant to his room and take a lesson in 
medicine. Once there the merchant opened a package about 
fourteen inches long and ten inches square, bound with a shawl 
«trap, and took out two pint bottles of "tonics," an immense box 
containing five-hundred capsules, two homoeopathic vials con- 
taining pellets, a spraying apparatus and a number of miscella- 
neous boxes of pills, powders, etc. The ^'letter of instructions" 
contained minute directions for taking these remedies, and but 
little else. "Where are the prescriptions?" asked the doctor, 
and in reply was told that the druggist had kept them "so that" 
— as he added in explanation, "he can refill the bottles when they 
are empty." 

"And you expect to take all this stuff and send back for more ! 
And may I ask,"saidM.D." what all this precious stuff cost you?" 
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'•Well, Doctor charged me twenty dollars. Tbe druggist's. 

bill was $8.60.'' 

Without prolonging the interview the doctor bade his quondanii 
patient good day and retired to ruminate over the strange and un- 
accountable love for hum buggery and deceit which posesses the 
majority of human beings. Not populuSj but homo, the genu» 
man, vult decipL Decipiatur ! 

And to prove that this is the fact, take the following from the 

Journal de M^dei ine de BruxeMen : 

''He was a man of the world, about sixty-five years old and 
ui the last stages of cardiac cachexy, with mitral insutficiency. 
The major and minor circulations presented classic phenomena. 
A passive pulmonary congestion left no doubt of a near end. He 
went to Paris and consulted a physician whose fame is world- 
wide and he got the following : 

1. Alternately every four days take the following: (a) 40 
centigrams of digitalis macerated in 150 gn»ras of water, (b) 
5 grams each of caffeine and benzoate of sodium in 150 grams of 
sweetened water. Of this take 3 tablespoonsful daily. 

2. Take every day Anderson's pills. 

3. Tisane of black coffee (2i) grammes of roasted coffee in- 
fused in a litre of water.) 

4. P^xclusively milk diet. 

5. In case of suffocation, take 30 grams of pyridine put in- 
to a well stoppered bottle, and inhale as occasion demands. 

6. Dry cups on the back, on each side of the spine. 

Under these directions the sick man amended notably for a 
few weeks, or a month. The albumen grew less and less and fin- 
ally disappeared from the urine. But only temporarily. It re- 
appeared almost immediately and in greater quantity than ever. 
Oedema of the lower limbs followed; then crises of uraimio 
dyspnoea, etc., etc., and the Doctor was called again* He gave 
the following : 

1. Iodide of potassism. 

2. Anderson's pills. 

3. Take twice daily in a glass of iv fusion of pelliiory sweet- 
ened with syrup of stigmata maidis, ten drops of tincture of 
digitalis. 

4. In ease of insomnia take in a grog of rum or kirsch- 
wasser two tablespoonsful of a solution of fifteen grams of par- 
aldehyde in 250 grams of water. 

5. Suspend the milk diet for five days. Eat no fish, no eggs. 
Koast pork is recommended as a diet. 

6. Against bronchial trouble and to facilitate expectoration, 
take twice a day, before the principal meals, two capsules of 
terpinol, No. XXX. 

Well, after this came fresh explosions, intensification of 
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symptoms, and after a few days of siihcutaneous injeotioB8 of 
morphine, and inhalations of ^a2/on^ of oxygen— the patient died.'' 

As old Hugo von Trimberg wrote in the 13th century ; 

,. "Manger bin je Paris vert, 

P'w.eiiik lernet und viel verzebrt; 

So hat er doch Paris gesehn!" 

.which may be translated 

A raany-a-one to Paris wends ; 

Little he learns, but much he sj^ends, 

But — he has been to Paris ! 



Department of illicroscopy. 

V 

CONDUCTED BY 

PIkank L. James, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

PRACTICAL NOTES FROM THE PITTSBURGH MEET^ING. 

From the numerous excellent papers read at Pittsburgh, at 
the late meeting of ttie American Society of Microscopists, wp 
extract the following as being peculiarly useful to physicians who 
use the microscope. We are indebted for them to the courtesy 
of Prof. Simon H. Gage, of Cornell Univerity, of whose work til 
physiological and biological microscopy we have before spokefi 
in terms of the warmest commendation. 

Permanent Prkpabations of Tissues Treated with Potai- 
siux Hydrate. (Boardman L. Oviatt, B. S.) — A solution of 
potassium hydrate of from 36 to 40 per cent, is used, (potassium 
bydrate 40 grams, water 60.00), then this is replaced by a sat- 
urated aqueous solution of potassium acetate. We may then add 
the staining agent, and then glycerin as a permanent medium* 
Heart muscle treated in this way five months ago is as perfect as 
-ever. 

The Determination of the Number of Trichinae or other 
:animal parasites in any given quantity of meat, is thus effected 
toy Prof. Simon H. Gage : After meat has been found to be in- 
fested with parasites^ if it is desired to determine the number in 
a. kilogram, pound or any other weight, a section of the meat if 
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made with some sharp instrument and the thickness of the sectioD 
is m'easured by placing it between two cover-glasses whose thick- 
ness is known, and then after pressing the cover-glasses quite- 
fhrmly together, measuring the entire thickness. The thickness of 
the section of meat is then easily determined by subtracting the 
thickness ef the cover-glasses from the number representing the 
thickness of the cover-glasses and the meat (An excellent in- 
strument for making all fine measurements like these is the 
' 'cover-glass measurer" of Zeiss. Another is the micrometre 
gauge or calliper of the Providence Tool Works). The sections 
may be from one to three-tenths of a millimeter (from ^iv to i^ 
inch) in thickness. Remove the upper or eye lens of the ocular 
of the microscope, and place on the diaphragm a piece of paper 
in which a small square opening has been made, thus converting 
the diaphragmatic opening from a round to a square one. Re- 
place the lens, and by the aid of a stage micrometer, determine 
the value of one side of the square field thus made. The opening 
need not, of course, be square, but it is much easier for most 
persons to determine the area of a square than 6t a circle - hence 
a square is recommended. Put the section of meat under the 
microscope and ceunt the number of parasites in the field, mov- 
ing the specimen and making twenty or more counts, in order tp 
get an average which shall fairly represent the number of parsr- 
sites in one field. Find the cubic contents of one field by multi- 
plying the thickness of the section by the number representing the 
value of the sides of the square field. From this compute the 
number of parasites in an entire cubic centimeter. Divide thi» 
number by the specific gravity of muscle (1.058) and the result 
will give the number of parasites in one gram of the meat. From 
this the number in one kilogram may be obtained by simply add^ 
lug three cyphers (multiplying by 1000) ; or in one pound avoir-- 
dupois, by multiplying by 453.593, which is the number of gram& 
in one pound. The following is an example : 

The thickness of the section was 0.27 millimetre (0.0106$ 
inch) and the value of the square field as seen in the ocular was- 
1.5 mm (0.05905 inch). The average number of trichinae seen 
in this field in twenty observations of different portions of the 
meat was 3. The cubic contents of the field was 0.27 <2. 5X1-^ 
■ii-0.6075 cubic millimetres. If 0.6075 cmni. contains 3 trichinae., 
one cmm. will contain 4.038 of them, and a cubic centimetre^ or 
gram would contain one thousand times as pucb, or 4938 trich«- 
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inse providing it weighed only as much cut distilled todter at ^6^FI* 
But as muscle weighs 1.058, as compared towater, the true num- 
ber would be 4937X1.058=4667.3 in one gram, or 4667.300 in a. 
kilogram, or 4667.3X453.593«:2, 117,054 in one pound avoirdu. 
pois. 

The Tape- Worm ; Methods op Preparation for the Museum 
AND the Microscope. (By J. M. Stedman). — A hypodermic, 
or other syringe possessing a fine, sharp canula, is filled with fine 
injecting mass, then the canula is inserted in the generative 
cloaca or opening of the vagina, thus cutting the excretory canal. 
If the canula is inserted the proper distance, the entire caudal 
portion of the water vascular or excretory system can be injected. 
The injecting mass does not flow toward the head on account of 
opposing valves. For the museum nothing further is done, ex- 
cept to wash the worm with water and suspend it in a bottle of 
75 per cent, glycerin, to which has been added a few drops of 
acetic acid. The worm will soon clear up and show all the struct- 
ures with the greatest clearness. 

For microscopical preparations, one and a half or two seg- 
ments, after treatment as above, are mounted on a slide in a cell 
of glycerin jelly. For the most satisfactory microscopical prepa- 
rations the ovaries and uteri, as well as the excretory system* 
should be injected. This is accomplished by first injecting the 
excretory system with one color, as described above, and then by 
employing another color and forcing the canula further into the 
worm than when injecting the excretory system. Segments so 
injected may be preserved in glycerin jelly, or after gradual de~ 
hydration, in Canada balsam. Uninjected segments may be 
hardened in Miiller's or Ehrlich's fluid and then in alcohol and 
made into serial sections to show the flner structural details. 

Officers of the American Society of Microscopists for 
1887-8. — Owing to loss of memoranda, and having to write from 
memory, a number of errors crept into our report of the election 
for officers for the ensuing year. The following is a corrected 
list: President, D. S. Kellicott; Vice-Presidents, A. J. Detmers, 
T. B. Stowell ; Secretary, T. J. Burrill ; Treasurer, S. M. 
Mosgrove ; Executive Committee, C. C. Mellor, H. D. Kendall 
and R. J. Nunn. 
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CLINICAL MICEOSCOPICAL TECHNOLOGY. 

IX. THE EXAMINATION OF SEMEN. 

§ XXIV. The Microscopical Examination of Semen becomes 
o{ interest to the physician in two classes of circumstances, the 
one purely clinical, the other medico-legal. 

1. It is of clinical interest and value in those cases where 
there is a question of spexmatorrhcsa, and in cases where the 
physician is consulted by a patient desirous of knowing whether 
he (the patient) is capable of procreating or not. The first class 
of patients are the most numerous, and in these cases the exami- 
nation is absolutely the only method of differentiating between 
true spermatorrhoea and prostatorrhoea, or between the former 
and certain urethral catarrhs. 

2. The medico-legal examinations of, or for, semen become 
necessary in cases of alleged or suspected rape, attempts at vio- 
lence, etc., and are frequently of the highest importance, the 
liberty and even life of accused persons depending upon the 
skill of the examiner. 

§ XXV. Normal Semen. As suggested in the remarks in- 
troductory to the examination of urine, the first essential in ex- 
aminations where valuable clinical results are to be obtained, is 
that the observer should be thoroughly familiar with the normal 
appearances of the matter under examination. Without this 
knowledge he cannot hope to detect pathological changes, and 
for it he must not depend on plates and pictures in text books. 
These are well enough in their way, as helps and as guides telling 
him what to look for, but the best picture ever made, the most ac- 
curate steel plate or photograph cannot teach the eye one-tenth so 
much as one glance through a microscope at a properly prepared 
slide. Let the rule therefore be absolute ; always study for 
yourself the normal matter until you can recognize the slightest 
departure therefrom. 

Further: as all organic matters and especially all secretions 
and excretions of the animal organism have a tendency to change 
on exposure to the atmosphere, and to assume different appear- 
ances after lapses of time varying from a few seconds (as in 
blood) to several hours, these changes should be learned by 
actual examination of the normal matters at varying periods. In 
this manner only, can their histological history be learned. This 
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is especially true of semen, and without wishing to depart from 
the true obje«^^ts of our work, for the convenience of the student 
we will briefly recapitulate here the micrography of normal 
buman semen. 

Freshly ejaculated, semen consists of a viscid, semi-opaque, 
-opalescent, whitish fluid, about the consistancy of cream, 'i'his 
fluid does not consist solely of true semen, as found where secret- 
-ed, but contains numerous morphological elements and secretions 
taken up and carried with it in its journey from the seminiferous 
tubules to the outer air. The vasa seminalia, the efferent vessels, 
the vascular cones, the epidydimis, the deferent vessels, the sem- 
inal vesicles and the urethra, each and all contribute something 
liquid or solid to the fluid called semen. Even Cow per* s glands, 
the prostate and the urethral mucous add their secretions (Bizzo- 
^ero). The morphological elements are, however, not so numer- 
ous as one would imagine under these circumstances. 

1. The largest of the elements held in suspension are certain 
irregularly spherical lumps having a diameter varying from one- 
fiftieth of an inch or less, up to twice that size. These con- 
sist of a transparent gelatinous substance, colorless or slightly yel- 
low and of a consistence suflficiently firm to give distinct resistance 
in the application of the cover-glass, and which is felt quite sen- 
sibly, especially when some of the larger messes escape from under 
the edges. Under the microscope these masses at first appear 
striated, but on closer inspection this is found to be due to the 
existence of numerous tube-like cavities which seem to be full of 
limpid fluid. To show these masses well, add a minute quantity 
of water to a little semen on a slide (a plain glass slip with a ce- 
ment ring spun on it, is best) and examine instantly with a good 
A" or J" objective. The masses will be seen to become at first 
white and opaque, and shortly afterward to assume a granulated 
appearance. To see the granulations well, however, requires a 
much higher power (^" or i"). When the semen is allowed to 
stand for a few hours these masses break down and at the expir- 
ation of from 12 to24 hours according to temperature, are no long- 
er to be seen, — dissolved, apparently in the surrounding medium. 
These masses are supposed to have their origin in the seminal 
vesicles exclusively. 

2. The first objects which strike the eye in looking at a 
specimen of semen under the microscope are the so-called 
spermatozoids , which are morphological elements, produced, so far 
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as we now know, by a peculiar transformation of certain cells in 
the interior of the seminal canalicula. These are the essential 
element of semen. Of them may truthfully be said, to paraphrase 
the classical pun of Rabelais {^^sine testiculia esse papa non po* 
t«^"), sine spermatozoa esse papa not potest. They exist in innu- 
merable quantities in normal semen, and under proper amplifica* 
tion (from 250 to 400 diameters) in their living' or active state^ 
resemble nothing so much as a vast shoal of minute tadpoles. 
They consist of a head, which when viewed from above or below 
is heart-shaped, and from the sides pyriform, and of a ^tail" 
which is from 9 to 10 times the length of the head. The head 
and tail seem to be homogeneous in structure, though the latter 
is usually divided by histologists into an anterior and posterior 
part, the latter of which gives to the spermatozoid its well known 
oscillating or vibratory motion. 

Beside the gelatinous masses first speken of, and the sper- 
matozoids, semen, contains the following elements, viz : 

3. Bound or oval cells ^ usually of the size of a white blood 
corpuscle, but sometimes attaining much larger dimensions. 
They are usually single nucleated, but occasionally they contain 
two nuclei. In pure semen the nuclei are somewhat indistinct, 
but the addition of water renders them very plain. These cells 
are frequently dotted over with globules, apparently of fat. 

4. Mittute granulations of an albuminoid nature. Usually in 
great numbers. 

5. Prostatic concretions. These are not constant, but are 
usually found after repeated coitions (Zahn). They are yellow- 
ish in color, irregularly spherical, though sometimes oval or 
even pyramidal. Sometimes two or more of these masses are found 
adhering together. They appear to consist of a gelatinous or 
hyalin matter arranged around a granular central nucleus. 

6. Bed blood corpuscles are sometimes, though rarely, found 
in semen otherwise normal. This occurs most frequently in the 
semen of old men (Bizzozero). 

7. Epithelial cells of various descriptions from the different 
parts of the seminal vise. 

8. Granules of pigment of a yellowish hue. These are rare- 
ly seen in normal semen except in old age. 



The Vermont State Medical Society held its seventy- 
fourth annual meeting at Montpelier^ Oct. 13th and 14th last. 
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IHseases. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A. M., M- D., of St. Louis. 

Purpura with Circinate Lesions. — Whilst purpura is an? 
affection of the skin which is seen somewhat frequently, the cir- 
cinate form is exceedingly rare. In the case reported by Drs. 
Duhring and Van Harlingen, in 1878, the eruption was confined 
to the legs. Dr. Henry W. Stelwagen reports a case in the Jour- 
nal of Cutaneous and Genito-Urinary Diseases. The patient was- 
a strong robust man, forty-four years of age. The disease was 
principally seated upon the trunk, on its anterior aspect. Whilst 
the lesions, were didtinotly hselnorrhagic in their nature, unaccom- 
panied by any subjective sensations, the greater number were- 
circinate or ring-shaped. This was especially the case with 
those of large area. The central part of the lesion was of a faint 
bluish or dark tint : and the border, for a distance of one or sev- 
eral lines, of a reddish or a reddish blue color. Whilst many of 
the more advanced lesions (about the size of a dime) ^ere almost 
perfectly annular, many were also irregularly rounded, and in sev-^ 
eral places had merged, giving rise to larger patches. 

Treatment of Zona: — As has been already remarked in this 
department, the treatment of this trouble, so far as its cutaneous* 
in^hifestations are concerned, is entirely protective. The entire- 
qhestion seems to rest upon the best means of attaining this ob* 
•Jefit.' Dr. Guibout employs for this purpose flexible collodion^ 
su6h as is made with the addition of castor oil. This is painted 
6n^ the affected parts several days in succession, care being taken 
not to remove tire layer previously applied. This application has 
s^yeral advantages in its favor. Its chemical composition makes 
it.a local aQaestb^tic ; in drying it exercises a uniform pressure- 
over the parts ; and it furnishes a thick and impermeable coating- 
^lybich excludes .the jili;. and allatu attendipg disagreeable effects. 
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Leucopathia Unguium. — Dr. R. B. Morrison read a con- 
tribution on this subject at the late meeting of the American 
Dermatological Association. The ordinary white spots found 
upon the nails are well-known and are gradually forced to the out- 
er edge by the growth of the nail. A patient seen by Dr. Mor- 
rison exhibited white bands one-slxteentli of an inch wide, ex- 
tending across the nail, from one border to the other. These 
bands had been ap])earing regularly for months. In other re- 
spects the nails were normal. The toe-nails were not affected 
nor was the hair grey. Microscopical examination demonstrated 
, that these white spaceK were due to air spaocs in the nail. This 
corresponds to the condition found in white hairs. The manner 
in which the air Hods its way into the nail is not clearly known. 
Of course a separation of layers forms the vacuoles which • hold 
it, but the manner of its entrance has not been satisfactorily de- 
termined. 

Treatment of Leprosy. — At one time, the unforunate in- 
dividual affected by leprosy was not only unclean but he was ac- 
xjursed and was either confined in a lazaretto or forced to wander 
far from human habitations. Even within comparatively a few 
years no attempts were made to alleviate this condition. Now it 
would seem as if a cure for this dread disease was about to be 
found. At the last meeting of the American Dermatological As- 
sociation, Dr. P. G. Unna stated that he had lately treated five 
<jases with very encouraging results. He uses externally an oint- 
ment composed as follows : 

Cbrysarobin 6 parts 

Ichtbyol (ammonia) 6 ** 

Salicylic acid 2 ** 

Vaselin 100 ** 

This is applied to the lesions on all parts of the body except 
the face, neck and hands. In these places pyrogallic acid iaaul)'- 
stituted for the chrysarobin in the formula above. Dr. P. A. 
Morrow has, in some cases, obtained excellent results from tl|^ 
use of Chaulraoogra oil, whilst in others it seemed valueless. Df. 
Piffard, in one case, obtained a very good result by giving atrjq^^- 
nia internally and applying Chaulmoogra oil externally. 

The Abortive Treatment of Gonorrhcea.-^There ig al- 
ways a certain amount of interest attaching to the subjeot of the 
treatment of gonorrhoBa and more especially to its abortive treaV 
znent. Whilst some claim successes others have met with nothing 
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but failure and whilfei one set of writer is devoting itself tx^ 
treatment another is investigating the' pathology, and we hav& 
thoi^ claiming the disease to be specific, this being denied by the- 
others. Dr. O. T. Osborne contrihntes a study of this subject 
%o the New York Medical ' Journal; and, after passing in review 
various writers he sums up his conclusions as follows: l*^* 
Gonorrhoefia is a specific inflammation . 2* It is in all probability,, 
cansed by a special microbe. 3** The gonocoocns of Neisser is, 
almost beyond controversy, the specific cause of gonorrhoea. 4**' 
The abortive treatmeiit of gonorrhoea with corrosive injections is- 
unjustifiable and unsatisfactory. 5^ The only abortive treat- 
ment should be weak antiseptic injections, combined with con- 
stitutional treatment. I cannot endorse his fourth conclusion and, 
think that the questiop depends a great deal upon the strength, 
used and the manner in which it is employed. 

Syphilis in the Old. — That certain diseases are modified by 
the conditions found at different periods of life, does not admit 
of a doubt. Syphilis is particularly noted for the ease with whicli 
modifications are effected both in its progress and in the appear- 
ance of its lesions. Dr. Regoby, in a paper on this subject in 
Parw Medical, speaks of the modifications found in old people, de- 
pendent upon the lowered vitality of the tissues. The infecting 
chancre, for instance, is very often ulcerative, destruction of 
tissue being marked. The edges are perpendicidar and the bot- 
tom rough or irregular. Among the secondary lesions, which- 
acquire a certain peculiarity in old age, we have mucous patches^ 
which seem to have almost a natural tendency to ulcerate. This 
ulceration not only invades the mucous membrane but also rapid- 
ly affects the underlying tissues and necrosis is a common sequel 
of the mucous patches of old people. On the other hand the 
tuberculo-ulcerative syphilides, which have a natural tendency to 
ulcerate, are raraly seen in the old. 

Care of Teeth in Syphilis.— The following little piece of 
advice is not only to the point but should be remembered by all 
those who have occasion to administer mercury. The neglect of 
this is one of the little sins of omission frequently indulged in by 
those who know better. Dr. G. Frank Lydston, in a clinical 
lecture, reported in the Physician and Surgeon^ says that one of 
the most frequent of the injurious effects produced by mercury 
is ptyalism. Salivation in any marked degree is always injurious,. 
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and no greater effect should be produced than a slight jreduegs 
and tenderness of the gums, with a small increase in the saliyary 
secretion and a coppery taste in the mouth. What is oftenagpod 
indication to diminish the amount of mercury, is a sensation, of 
tbe teeth being too long. . To prevent ulceration of the cheeks or 
gums, the mouth and teeth ought to be thoroughly put in order 
by a competent dentist, prior to beginning treatment. Tarter 
should be removed and the teeth cleaned, and all those which are 
decayed, either extracted or filled. I would add to this, the use 
of the tooth-brush frequently or, at least, after each meal. 



SHORT TALKS ON DERMATOLOGY. 

Under the above caption the Editor of this Department proposef*, in 
each number of the Joubnal, to give a short practical synopsis of the 
principal points attaching to the diagnosis and treatment of some skin 
disease. No attempt will be made to follow any classification, but dis- 
eases will be taken up as they suggest themselves. 

XXV. NiEvus Vasoulosus. 

This affection is one frequently seen and easily recognized. 
It is congenital and consists chiefly of blood-vessels in its struc- 
ture. It occurs either in the skin or subcutaneous tissues. Naevi 
are either round or irregular in shape and vary in size from a 
split pea to the palm of the hand. Their color also varies consid- 
erably. In some cases it is bright red, in others a darker shade 
and some have a violaceous or bluish tinge which is well-marked. 
Whilst any portion of the skin may be affected, the head, and 
more particularly the face, is most often the seat of this deform- 
ity. It is most often seen in the lip, although the scalp is not in- 
frequently affected. 

The tendency of some varieties is to grow, not very rapidly 
but continuously. Others, again, retrograde ; whilst the greater 
majority remain stationary. As a rule, those which are more or 
less elevated above the surface of the skin increase in size, more 
especially if supplied by a considerable number of blood-veiSsels 
of large- size. The deformity is a permanent one, like nearly all 
congenital troubles of the skin. 

Nsevus vasculosus, as its name implies, is very vascular and, on 
that account is compressible. Upon exercising pressure the 
blood is driven out, and naturally it assumes a paler hue. As soon 



1887.] Short Talks. «99 

as the pressue is removed it rapidly refills and resumes its former 
size and oolor. 

The skin overlying the structure or the portion that does is 
not visibly altered. The hairs and glands, which are normal to 
the part, are found and perform their various functions in an ap- 
parently normal manner. 

(generally these lesions occur singly, although we occassional- 
ly find them multiple. I have seen six on the face of an infant, 
one of which was as large as a dollar and the others somewhat 
smaller. There are no suDjective symptoms connected with this 
trouble. 

There are two large divisions of nsevus vasculosus, viz : nsevus 
tuberosus and nsevus simplex. 

Naevus tuberosus or angioma cavernosum is tumor-like, prom- 
inent and erectile. It is a very vascular variety and is often of 
the pulsating kind. 

Nsevus simplex or angioma simplex, consists of non-elevated, 
macule-like patches which may be very distinct in color or quite 
faint. It is more or less smooth and very commonly seen. It is 
occasionally described as nsevus flammeus ; or, in common 
parlance, we designate it as "port-wine mark," * 'mother-mark," 
* 'claret-stain," etc. A form of nsevus tuberosus is also regarded 
as a " mother* s-raark" and commonly known as a "strawberry- 
mark." 

Sometimes na3vus vasculosus is verrucous or warty in nature 
and frequently it is pigmented, these, however, being accidental 
modifications. 

The nature of this trouble is not well defined. Of course, it 
consists of rudimentary, embryonal vessels which develop into 
blood-vessels of considerable size, but the reason of this is not 
fully understood. 

The lesion may be simple or complex in its structure. It con- 
sists essentially of dilated or hypertrophied blood-vessels and 
capillaries, the former predominating in the tuberous varieties and 
the latter in the simple form. The blood-vessels are situated 
either in the corium or subcutaneous tissues, or in both. Thev are 
considerable in size and in number and their arrangement is often 
complex. 

The treatment of nsevus vasculosus is almost entirely surgical 
and "the method employed depends, in a great measure, upon the 
condition present, the parts implicated, and the humor of the 
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phjnstciaii. The simplest method, perhaps is compression. At 
best it is long and tedious and the best results obtained are far 
from being satisfactory. Next in order we have vaccination. 
Some great results have been claimed for this method in Iesion& 
which were very considerable in size, the vaccination being- 
made at several points, siniultaneously. The ligature is often 
quite useful especially in small erectile nnsvi of the \ip. 

When the lesions are suiall, caustics may be used to advan- 
tage. The bichloride of mercury in collodion or traumaticinCliq- 
guttse perchee, U. S. P.) in strength of about eight grains to the 
drachm, or a tartar emetic application of about the same strength 
are convenient forms. A 50 per cent, solution of carbolic acid 
or a 30 per cent, mixture of chromic acid have also been employ- 
ed. Nitric acid is also applied for this purpose. 

A method which has been employed is that of injections, the- 
object being to coagulate all the blood. For this purpose a solu- 
tion of the sesqui chloride of iron is used. For the smooth 
variety of naevus vasculosus, linear scarifications made quite close- 
to each other and crossed, have met with quite a number of ad- 
vocates. Others prefer punctate scarification, dipping the needless 
in some caustic or coagulating liquid. 

The actual cautery, red-hot needles, or the thermo-cautery 
still find adherents, whilst the galvano-cautery is looked upon 
with favor by a few. 

The method which I regard as the simplest, most easy of ap- 
plication and equally effective is that of electrolysis. The posi- 
tive pole must be large and the needle is attached to the negative. 
It is plunged into the naevus and the circuit completed. If the 
operation be performed with care, no sloughing will result ; and, 
if introduced at intervals sufficiently near each other, a very 
good result will be obtained, a small number of exceedingly small 
scars being tlie only remains following the method. 



The American Public Health Association will hold 
its sixteenth annual meeting at Memphis, Nov. 8th to 11th, 
1887. The railroads have made a rate of one and one-third 
fare for the round trip and the hotels have reduced their rate& 
for members of the Association. 
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CONDUCTED BY 

A. D. Williams, M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

Transactions of the American Otological Society. — We 
have received from the secretary, Dr. J. J. B. Vermyne, of New 
Bedford, Mass., a copy of Part I, Vol. IV of the Transactions 
of the American Otological Society embracing the papers and 
-discussions of the 20th annual session, held July, 1887. Some 
of the papers are of considerable value and we will take occasion 
to recur to them hereafter. 

Injection for Parenchymatous Keratitis. — As a hypoder- 
mic injection in disseminate choroiditis, retino-choroiditis and 
parenchymatous keratitis Dr. Abadie {Gazette dea jHdpitaux} 
recommends the following : 

B^ Bichloride of mercury grs xv 

Chloride of Sodium 5 ss 

Distilled water 5 ilj 

Mix and dissolve. The injections should ordinarily be made 
€very other day, preferably on the skin of the back, one Pravaz 
syringe full being the dose for an adult. The canula should be 
carried well under the skin and the tumefaction caused by the 
introduction of the fluid should be thoroughly but lightly rubbed. 
If the injection causes much pain or is not well tolerated it should 
be preceded by an injection of cocaine near the spot where it is 
proposed to introduce the mercury. After from eight to ten in- 
jections amelioration is usually very marked and rapid. The 
treatment is equally beneficial in the latent choro-retinites follow- 
ing amblyopias whose causes are obscure. 

Good Effects of Iodide of Potassium in Large Doses. — 

8ome years ago I treated a man for syphilitic iritis. Recently 
he returned with a very ugly eruption extending from the hair to 
the bridge of the nose, and which he said was constantly extend-, 
ing toward the eyes. The whole affected area was intensely red 
and was covered with pustules, many of which seemed to involve 
the entire thickness of the skin. He stated that he had had 
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treatment, but that the trouble had now existed for several 
months in spite of the same. Recognizing the trouble as syphi- 
litic I determined upon heroic treatment to prevent the eruption 
from extending to the eyes, if possible. I therefore ordered 
him to take 40 grains of potassium iodide combined with one six- 
teenth of a grain of bichloride of mercury after each meal. For 
a local application I gave him ointment of zinc oxide, cut with 
vaselin, to be rubbed in freely three or four times a day. In a 
few days the crusts cleaned off, the sores healed and the Intense 
redness disappeared. I increased the iodide to HO grains three 
times a day, and in two weeks the patient was practically well. 
While the zinc ointment had much to do with cleaning off the 
skin, 1 attribute the rapid recovery entirely to the iodide of potas- 
sium in heroic doses. It is astonishing how much iodide the 
stomach will tolerate under certain circumstances. 

The Invention of Cataract Extraction. — According to 
M. Panas (Med, Record,) Jacques David, of LaBarre, Norman- 
dy, is entitled to the credit of first introducing the operation for 
cataract by extraction. A subscription is now being raised to 
erect a suitable monument to his memory in his native place. 

Treatment of Chalazion. — The direct cause of chalazion is 
the closing of a meibomian duct and the collection in the sac thus 
formed of the meibomian secretion. The result is a little cyst, — 
the socalled '* blind stye" (i. e. one which has failed to suppurate). 
The treatment of course is exclusively operative, as no external 
or internal medicines are of any avail. Open the cyst thoroughly, 
scoop out the contents, and after the sac is emptied apply a little 
caustic or irritant to excite adhesive inflammation and cause oblit- 
eration of the cyst. As chalazia sometimes point inwards toward 
the conjunctiva, and sometimes outward toward the skin, the 
rule should be to open on the side towards which the tendency 
exists, as on that side the wall is thinnest. When the puncture 
is made through the conjunctiva great care must be exercised 
in the application of the caustic to prevent its spreading and 
getting into the eye. Some surgeons think that these cysts 
should be extirpated, but this is neither necessary nor advisable. 
I saw a case only a short time ago where a surgeon had opened a 
chalazion through the skin and in attempting to extirpate it had 
cut out a piece of conjunctiva. This in healing made a rough 
cicatrix, which is now and will always be a source of irritation 
to the eye. This was certainly bad surgery. 
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The Best way to Remove Pterygiums. — The book» 
give several methods of removing pterygiums, but there is only 
one best way to remove this hypertrophied portion of the con- 
junctiva, and that is by a kind of plastic operation on the con- 
junctiva. I have always used this method and have never seen 
any good reason for trying any other. The process is as follows : 
With a pair of small forceps pinch up the entire width of the 
pterygium, close to the margin of the cornea (taking special care 
not to include any healthy conjunctiva), and with a knife dissect 
its apex from the surface of the latter as perfectly as possible. 
This done, with the scissors loosen the main portion from the 
sclerotic, going backward toward the semilunar fold but never 
cutting into it, cutting the growth above and below from the 
healthy conjunctiva, being sure to spare all the latter. The ex- 
cision is finished by two cuts, one from the upper and the other 
from the lower margin of the pterygium, both converging to a 
point in its centre in front of the semilunar fold, making the ex- 
cised portion somewhat diamond shaped. The next move is to 
incise the conjunctiva close along the margin of the cornea or 
about a quarter of an inch, above and below, so as to let the con- 
junctiva slip along the corneal margin when the stitches are tied. 
A thread is now passed through the corners of the conjunctival 
flaps, above and below, and tied tightly, so as to nicely cover the 
denuded sclerotica with healthy conjunctiva. This is the main 
point in the whole operation, success depending in a great meas- 
ure upon the niceness and exactness of this protection. The 
operation is flnished by a second stitch put in further from the 
cornea. In rare cases a third stitch is necessary. I allow the 
stitches to remain until they come away of themselves. If the 
pterygium is narrow only one side of the conjunctiva need be in- 
cised along the corneal margin. The eye should never be tied 
up. 



The District Medical Society of Central Illinois held its 
regular semiannual meeting at VandaUa, 111., on Nov. 1st. 
Quite a number of interesting papers were read and discussed. 
The officers at present are: President, Dr. F. B. Haller, of 
Vandalia and Secretary, Dr. J. H. Miller, of Oconee. 
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ZTleOical progress, 

THERAPEUTICS. 



I 



Abortive Treatment of Furunculosis. — M. Jorissienne 
has communicated to the Medical Society of Liege, his method of 
aborting styes and successive crops of boils. It is simply rub- 
bing the affected spot, as soon as it is found, with a one per Cent, 
salve of red precipitate in lanolin. 

Purgatives in Lead-Poisoning. — The listof purgatives which 
have been recommended in lead poisoning is very numerous. M. 
Vidal maintains, however, that sulphur is worth them all, inas* 
much as it not only acts as a purgative, but as an eliminative. 
He gives it, made into a linctus with honey, the dose being two 
teaspoonsf ul daily to commence with, and increased if necessary 
on succeeding days. 

Oxide of Zinc in Diarrhoea. — Dr. Dupre has revived the 
treatment of diarrhoea with vomiting by zinc oxide, which many 
years ago, was so much vaunted, but which like many other good 
old remedies and treatments, had become well nigh obsolete. 
His formula is as follows : 

5^. Sublimed zinc oxide Ji 

Bicarbonate of sodium g iijss 

Tincture of rhatany ..gtt. x— xx 

Simple Syrup 5 viij— xv j 

Mix.. 

The dose for an adult is one tablespoonf ul every half hour un- 
til vomiting and diarrhoea cease. For children a teaspoonf ul may 
be given in the same manner. 

Cocaine as a Disinfectant. — Dr. Luton having observed 
many cases where cocaine had been administered in considerable 
quantity for several consecutive days, declares that where the 
drug has been exhibited to the extent of 25 centigrams (4 grains) 
daily, the excretions, sweat, urine, breath, purulent discharges 
and even fseces, lose their distinctive odors. The loss is not com- 
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plete at once, but is gradual and progressive up to complete de- 
odorization; ThB hint, says Dr» Luton, (in an article in- the 
Union mSdiccUe et scientifique istU Nord-Est) is capable of a pracr 
tical therapeutical application, and he suggests that in many case^ 
cocaine solutions may be most advantageously substituted for 
carbolic acid, iodoform, sublimate, etc. In typhoid fever, for 
instance, in the adynamic stage, where there are intestinaL ulcein^ 
ations, accompanied by foetid diarrhcea, the drug may be ^em?- 
ployed with benefit, not only as a neurasthenic, > but as an anti- 
septic. . . i . 

A Succedaneum to Ipecac. — Jorosiewicz has succeeded in 
obtaining from the roots of the cucurbitaceaj and especially from 
. the cy>cumis citi^llus (watermelon) a bitter principle which is an 
active emetic and cathartic. It is obtained by solution with 
alcohol from the aqueous extract of the melon root, and seems to 
be identical with emetin ; hence the name which Jorosiewicz has 
given it, i. e. : emetina melqnis. Physically it is a dense, brown- 
ish substance, very deliquescent, but breaking when dry with a 
glistening fracture. Its taste in aqueous solution is sharply 
bitter. Chemicallj;, it is neutral, giving neither acid nor alkaline 
reactions. It is insoluble in ether, but imparts a brownish color 
thereto. It is instantly dissolved by alcohol, more slowly and 
sparingly in water ; ammonia water and liquor potassae also dis- 
solve it readily and from the. solution, acids throw down a brown- 
ish precipitate which is almost insoluble in water. A large 
number of experiments have been made with it in the Lemburg 
Hospital and the results confirm the claims of its discoverer, viz : 
that it is a certain, safe and rapid emetic and cathartic. As ttie 
emetin appears to be the only active principle of the roots, an 
infusion of the latter may be administered instead, 25 grammes 
about 400 grains) of the root being a safe maximum dose. 

[I have seen watermelon root tea used by vaudoo negroes in 
the South as an emetic, time and again, at least 35 years ago. — 
F. L. J.] 

That **Stenocarpine.*' — It will be remembered that some 
mouths ago we made a note in the Journal of a new alkaloid 
said to have been discovered by a doctor in Louisiana, and ex- 
tracted from the common honey-locust or thorn-tree. The dis- 
coverer claimed that the alkaloid, which he christened fitenocarpine 
was a mydriatic, local anaesthetic, etc., of rare powers, rivalin^oj 
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«ieMiie. We said very little al)out it, becaitse tevisg 4aowii Ae 
I«(ia8t from infancy we wei^soinewbtfrincri'iiiitotiii uomneiiiingihlio 
^alleged discovery. Thai our incredulity was well grounded is 
«e«r made apparent by a re|>ort emanating from the lahoratoryof 
iiesim. Parke, Davis A Co., of Detroit, who have caused a oaxe- 
firi analysis of the so-called stenocarpine (or glediUchine as it 
^taa Afterwards dubbed) to he made. The specimen analysell 
was supplied by Lehn & Fink, of New York, and the examina- 
4i9n was conducted by F. A. Thompson, Ph. 6. The report 
states that the specimen contains six per cent of cocaine and a 
sulphate of a salt which is apparently atropine, though further 
ei^periment is requisite to determine this point absolutely. The 
reporter further states that after the most careful examination of 
tihe leaves of the gleditttcha triranthos or thorn-tree, he is unable 
to discover in them the slightest trace of gleditschine or anythti^ 
having ansesthetic or mydriatic properties. We may therefore 
rdegate the ^^new alkaloid" to the domain of ^^hopeine" and 
similar swindles, and consign the discoverer to the limbo of pro- 
fessional frauds for whom the contempt of every scientific and de- 
ceait man is only too mild a punishment. The thank? of the 
profession are due to Parke, Davis & Co. for their prompt jugu- 
lation of the attempted swindle. 



PATHOLOGICAL AND PHrSOLOGICAL. 

Enormous Biliary Calculus Passed by the Rectum. — 
M.. Pupier presented to the Medical Society of Lyons, a biiia^ 
calculus weighing 895 grains (nearly two ounces) which was 
passed by a brother physician ''after a labor that resembled an 
accouchement." Strange to say, the patient had never experi- 
enced any of the colics which usually preceed the passage of 
gall stones, the nearest approach thereto being an occasional 
soreness, or rather uncomfortableness over the CGeeum. He was 
acholic, and had taken repeated purgatives before starting the 
calculus on the voyage which terminated, to use his own words, 
in the anal drama of 24 hours duration. The stone was found 
on examination to consist of cholesterine, almost chemically pure. 
The literature of this subject abounds in instances where large 
numbers of small calculi (in one instance 2^7) have passed per 
viam naturalem at one time, but a single calculus of fluch great 
weight is very rare. 
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The Relations which exist between the chemical and tke 
mechanical work of muscular tissue have been discussed in a series 
of papers presented at various times to the Acadimie des ScUncBs 
by M M. Chauveau and Kaufman, and at the seance of August 
•8th, t^esu gentlemen presented some further documents pertainiqg 
to their experiments and supplementairy to what has hitherto 
been pubhshed by them. In the study of the amount of heat 
produced by the muscles which are most used in a physiological 
condition, they experimented upon the leinUor pcUpebrce 9uperiori» 
of a horse, using the method of M. Chauveau, hitherto described, 
and known as the autocalorimetric, which consists of utilizing 
the muscle itself with its vascular system, in the same manner as 
the instrument known as the circulating liquid calorimeter. The 
<leterminations are effected by means of two thermo-electric 
needles fixed at definite points in the path of muscular move- 
ment. It was found that while a considerable amount of heat is 
j^enerated at the moment of motion, but a small quantity of it is 
expended in the labor, the amount oscillating between one-eightli 
and one-seventh of the total caloric. 

Regeneration of Non-striated Muscular Fibre. — ^StilMiig 
and Pfitzner have contributed a study of this subject to Iftie 
Archiven fur mikroacopische AnaJtomie^ in which they say that 
when some of the little shreds of the muscular tunic of t^ 
istomach of the triton are removed, a coagulum is immediat^y^ 
formed and loss of substance is thus prevented. Examination 
of this coagulum reveals leucocytes in great numbers, and red 
blood corpuscles in various stages of degeneration and destined 
to disappear in a few days. The large nucleated fiat cells of the 
peritoneum are reproduced by karyokinesis and leucocytes play 
no part in regeneration. The leucocytes degenerate, while the 
•connective cellules for about two months show karyokinetio 
figures under the microscope. Finally there is a new formation 
of smooth muscular fibres; the nucleus of the fibre segments 
itself by karyokinesis and the muscular cell follows this evolu^ 
tion, afterwards separating by segmentation at the longitudinal 
•centre. Each tissue is therefore reproduced by isogenesis. These 
experiments and statements confirm those of Jakinowitscb. 

Physiological Processes due to Micro-organisms. — 
Prof. Vignal has studied the action of micro-organisms of the 
mouth and of the fsecal matters upon certain alimentary sut)- 
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stances and has presented a paper on the subject to the Acade- 
mie des Sciences. He states in effect that certain of these organ- 
isms dissolve albumen, others swell it ; some of them dissolve 
and some swell fibrin ; others again coagulate milk, transform 
starch, invert crystalizable sagar, ferment glucose, etc. These 
organisms are affected neither by bile nor pancreatic juice, while 
the gastric juice acts variably upon them, destroying some but 
not affecting others. That the collective action of these organ- 
isms is very considerable cannot be doubted if we remember that 
a single decigram of faecal matter has been shown to contain up- 
wards of twenty millions of them. M. Vignal agrees with Pas- 
tetir in the belief that these organisms play a great role in diges- 
tion. 

OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN . 

Treatment of Endometritis and Vaginitis of Gonor- 
rhoeal Origin. — M. Fritsch recommends (in the Gazette de Paris) 
the following treatment of these very intractable conditions : 
Take 20 grams (5K drams) of a solution of chloride of zinc in 
water (equal parts) and dissolve it in a quart of tepid water 
(87® to 90*^ F.) and with this make two irrigations daily, the 
patient lying on her back. Usually ten irrigations are sufficient 
to effect a cure. In those cases when the neck, the mucosa or 
the tubes are affected, it will be necessary to cauterize with the 
more concentrated zinc solution and to introduce an iodoform 
pencil into the cavity. 

Ether hypodermically in Infantile Therapeutics. — The 
use of ether hypodermically, says Dr. Stocquart (in Arch, mens 
de m^d. et de chirurg. pratiques), for the rapid relief of grave 
syncopes or profound sinking spells consequent upon profuse 
diarrhoeas, as in cholera, has long been known and resorted toby 
many physicians. It is also much vaunted as a remedy in the 
abundant hssmorrhages of parturition. Recently we have had ■ 

recourse to it in the organic enfeeblement of infancy, where a j 

sure and prompt remedy was demanded. We have been consult- 
ed in cases where children have been brought to us apparently 
in extremis, scarcely breathing, motionless, pale and exsanguined. 
In such we rarely find organic lesions, as has been demonstrated 
time and again by autopsies; and the condition, grave as it is, ia 
due to persistent functional disorders, especially disorders of the 



18.87 J Medical Peogress. 309' 

digestive viae dependent upon a vitiated and insufficient alimenta- 
tion. We have to deal with a chronic condition, reached by slow 
and progressive processes, but now in its terminal phase. There 
is no time to lose, and we must address ourselves directly to the 
readiest weapon in the medical armory and that one most certain 
to produce the desired effect. It is uselesa to think of stimulant 
potions which the little patient will not or cannot swallow, or if 
swallowed cannot remain in a stoniach whose functions are para- 
lyzed by indigestion. . Sulphuric ether and the hypodermic 
syringe solve the difficulty. An ample experienc*^ has proven the 
fact^ — witness the cases cited below. (The author here quotes 
the records of numerous illustrative cases). The result of these 
observations demonstrates that sulphuric ether, hypodermically 
administered in the dose of a half gram (8 minims) in infants of 
from one to six months, is rapidly and surely efficacious in over- 
coming the vital depression of the organism. In less than a 
minute the infant is drawn out of the state of somnolei]ice and 
immobility, and in a few hours there is a complete transformation 
in the g^eneral condition of the patient. The injection should 
be made on the buttocks, in the neighborhood of the great 
trochanter. Here they are almost invariably harmless, the 
author reporting a single case in which an abscess followed. 
Judging from the violent struggles and cries of the patient the 
injection must be painful. A curious sequela noted in several 
instances was a cough which came on immediately after the in- 
jection, as though the ether, in its elimination was determined 
to the respiratory vise and set up an irritative action on the 
larynx. 

For Chafing of Infants. — M. Lorenz in his Ichthyol in der 
Chf'rurgie recommends the following, which he declares acts like 
magic : 

IJi. Ammon. sulph. iehthyolici ffr. iij. 

Unguent, paraffini Jv. 

Cumarini gr. viij — xv. 

M. Apply with the finger to the chafes, after first bathing 
and drying the child. The author says that the salve burns a lit- 
tle when first applied, but this soon ceases. 

Phimosis as a cause of Incontinence of Urine in Child- 
hood. — Almost every conceivable bodily ailment, says M. Desir 
de Fortunel (in Le Lyon Medical,) has been charged, first and 
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iMt by flomebodj or other, to phimom. Lesions of the genllo- 
urinary apparatiis are« naturally, most frequent; but Fleury das 
attributed gaatralgias, palpitations, f aeial neuralgias, hypochon- 
<dria ; Al&aon has found it » cause of epilepsy ; Sayre attributes 
to it certain cases of dab-foot; Hey and Roux declare that it 
iias localized cancer, and caused coxalgia. There is one complaint, 
however, which nearly all modern writers agree in charging upon 
phimosis in a large number of cases, viz : nocturnal and even diurn- 
al incontinence of urine. M. Fortunel cites a large number of 
cases coming under his own observation, showing the correctnesa 
'of the view, and he recommends in all those cases of incontineitee 
iwhieh are rebellious to ordinary methods of treatment and where 
(phimosis exists in any marked degree, that circumcision should 
be resorted to. The conclusions of M. Poncet, in the same man* 
ner, are that phimosis is the cause of at least ninety per cuM of 
all cases of incontinence in little boys, and he also recommends 
•circumcision as the remedy above all others. 



SURGERY. 

Coin in the Larynx. — Dr. Archambault details an interest- 
ing case :in the JSkizeUe de$ Hdpitaux. A young man of 23 placed 
« 50 centime piece (about the size of a dime) in his mouth and 
in endeavoring to speak, it lodged in his larynx. From that 
moment respiration became very difficult and he was continually 
threatened with suffocation. Every effort made to extract the 
■coin from above, proved futile. The piece of money was in a 
horizontal position between the true and false vocal cords. An 
extensive oedema which had taken place also aided in this diffi- 
culty. Four days after the accident, Prof. Pean cut the thyroid 
cartilage in the median line and up to within a very small dis- 
tance from the false vocal cords. The foreign body was seized 
and removed. The patient was well on the eighteenth day. The 
superiority of the method employed over tracheotomy is evident, 
as it saves much inconvenience to the patient and yields more sat- 
isfactory results. 

Management of Compound Dislocation of the Ankle- 
joint. — At the late annual meeting of the New York State Medi- 
cal Association -this subject, was discussed, from its several 
Btandpoints by several of the members. Dr. £. M. Moore, 
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(Me4. Mecord)^ ftdvocated the adoplioa of iin»re iMMUienriAlve 
methods than seem to preyail with surgeons. SuTgeom to-d«9p 
mre madi less conservative than they sh<!>uM be. In five <~ca0is 
in his own practice, he had but one amputation and allrecovevoft, 
four with useful limbs. The one on whom amputation was pw- 
formed had gangrene caused by strangulation due to the drew- 
ii^. He did not think primary amputation should be perfonwQiil, 
except in an extreme case. 

.I>r. N. C. Lynde discussed the question as to when amputa- 
tion should be practiced, and when other methods should be «ai- 
ployed. He thought that if there were only simple contusimi 
complicating the dislocation, amputation need not be necessai^. 
Should the contusion be extensive, however, especially acoam- 
spanied by extensive injury to the bones, amputation should 4>e 
performed immediately. Whilst primary amputation is not a 
perfectly safe procedure, modern methods have greatly lesseaod 
the dangers attending it. If conservative methods fail to save 
the foot, secondary amputation may be resorted to. 

Dr. J. D. Bryant discussed the question as to the point where 
amputation should be made to secure the most useful stump, the 
risk to be encountered being equal. He regarded the choice 0f 
operation as between Syme's atatipirtlition, and' amputation at 
the junction of the middle and lower thirds of the leg. The 
former was warranted whenever a hope of a good stump, by the 
flap procedure, could be entertained. Pirogoff's amputation 
was objectionable because, by dividing the bones above the mal- 
leoli, the stump would terminate in a bulbous extremity, thus 
making it very difficult to fit an artificial limb. 

Dr. C. W. Brown considered the question as to whether the 
luxation should be merely reduced, or should some bony tissue 
be removed; and, if so, how much? He was in favor of re- 
moval when the protrusion was so considerable that there could 
not be replacement without further injury to the soft parts. It 
was also indicated when a portion of the periosteum had been de- 
stroyed, or when the head of the bone had been crushed or 
broken. The amount to be taken otl depended upon the nature 
of the injury. If the joint was simply open, the dislocation 
being incomplete, the wound should be thoroughly cleansed and 
dressed antiseptically, there being no necessity for removing ai^ 
bone. 

Dr. F. S. Dennis closed this interesting discussion by a con- 
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sideration of what dressing and after-treatment will" give the best 
result with the least risk to the patient. He regarded it as be- 
ing consistent with real conservatism to perform a partial resec- 
tion with the. view of rendering the wound aseptic. The entire 
limb should be washed, shaved, scrubbed, and irrigated With an 
antiseptic solution before the wound is examined. The originiil 
wound should be enlarged, the joint thoroughly explored and 'a 
counter -opening made. All loose pieces of bone and cartilage 
and foreign bodies should be removed ; and the contused or 
shreddy soft parts cut away. After carrying a rubber draiiiag^- 
tube through the cavity, the limb should be enveloped in towels, 
wptwith a bichloride solution. If reduction is not possible on 
account of the resistence of tendons, they should be cut. Ttie 
splint to be employed depends upon special indications. In the 
majority, plaster of Paris can be used. The method advised by 
the speaker, is to sprinkle the wound with iodoform; over this 
iodoform gauze, then a wet bichloride bandage. Over this is 
laid a layer of borated cotton, the plaster of Paris bandage being 
snugly applied over this. A f enestrum should be cut at the 
site of the drainage tube at the end of the third day, and tlie 
tube should be withdrawn only under continuous irrigation. 



Book Ket)tcn:)s. 

Druitt's Surgeon's Vade-Mecum. — A Manual of Modem 
Surgery. 8 vo. pp. 985. Edited by Stanley Boyd, M. B., B. 
S. (Lend.), F. R. C. S. (Eng.) etc. 12th Edition, pro- 

[ . f usely illustrated. [Philadelphia ; Lea Brothers & Co. , 1887. 
Cloth $4.00 ; Leather $5.00. 

A work esteemed of such transcendant merits that a great 
government, entering into a struggle for life or death with hun- 
dreds of thousands of lives hanging in the balance, delivers a 
copy of it to each of its surgeons as they go to the field is not 
one which is likely ever to perish or to become obsolete. It has 
wil^in itself a something which guarantees to it an immortality, 
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and like the subject of Turandot's enigma, in Die Prinzessm von 
China ^ 

* 'Stein-alt, nicht desto minder 
Steht's wieder jung iind griin.*' 

Thus with the revolving years, come forth new editions of 
Druitt's Manual. Fifty thousand copies of it have been printed 
and sold in England within the past thirty years, and in this 
country the present copy marks its twelfth edition ; and while 
from reasons which are patent to all who have kept pace with the 
progress of surgery within this period, it has been necessary to 
enlarge and add to the original work in each edition as it has 
come forth, from reasons equally as patent, it has also been 
found necessary as well as politic to stick as closely to the origi- 
nal text as possible. The difficulty of the paradoxical task thus 
set for the editors of each succeeding edition will be the belter 
appreciated if we reflect but for a moment upon the changes 
which have been wrought in the science of surgery within the 
quarter of a cycle embraced in the life of this book — changes 
more radical in method and in principle than had been produced 
in all the centuries from Hippocrates to Harvey. The nature 
and scope of some of these changes are well set forth by the 
present editor in his preface to the twelfth edition : "In the 
eleventh edition," says Mr. Boyd, "which appeared in 1877, an- 
tiseptic surgery is regarded as still on trial ; ligatures are left 
hanging from wounds ; the extra-peritoneal method is recom- 
mended in ovariotomy, and we are told to hang a box of Mc- 
Dougald's powder under the bedclothes to keep down the stench 
of the stump." 

The changes made in the present edition, outside of those 
made necessary by the advances in surgical science thus briefly 
alluded to, are quite numerous, and with the new matter which 
h^s been incorporated with or grafted upon the old, have in- 
creased the size of the volume very materially over that of its 
latest predecessor, and this notwithstanding the omission of those 
portions of surgery which are now relegated by common consent 
to. specialists. Thus the chapters on the surgery of the eye, 
which took up a very eonsideral)le amount of space in the older 
editions, have been entirely omitted in the present volume, or 
rather have been replaced by a short chapter on injuries of that 
organ, written by Mr. Silcock. The book, however, is by no 
means of unwieldy size, a fact very largely due to the compact 
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aud elegant inaDner in which Lea Brothers & Co. always manage 
to get up their publications. The engravings are excellent, nu- 
merous, and what is better, are many of them new and original. 
As no medical library is complete without a Druitt, this edition is 
worthy of and certain to have a large sale. 

A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the Eye. By Edward 
Mkyek. Translated, with the assistance of the Author from 
the Third French Edition, with additions as contained in the 
Fourth German Edition, by Fkkelakd Fergus, M. B. [Phila- 
delphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co., 1887. 

The general arrangement of this work is admirable. The 
first chapter embraces the general examination of the eye, in- 
cluding the use of the ophthalmoscope and the various kinds of 
perimeters, tests for color-blindness and general considerations on 
the treatment of ophttialmia. 

Then the author takes up the conjunctiva and its diseases and 
passes from without inwards, taking the different structures as he 
comes to them, and their various diseases. 

An admirable feature of the whole work is that the necessary 
anatomy of each individual structure precedes the consideration, 
of the diseases of the part. This is a convenience that all read • 
ers will greatly appreciate. A knowledge of the anatomy of a 
part is very essential to a proper understanding of the diseases 
of that part. 

The style is easy, natural, concise and not fatiguingly prolix. 
The author seems to have studied brevity throughout and thus 
avoided making a cumbersome book. The main objection is that 
the treatment in many instances is not full enough. For instance 
a beginner would not get a good idea of the proj^er treatment of 
ophthalmia neonatorum from perusing this work. The author 
should have put his own individual treatment more to the front. 
An author is read for what he thinks and does and not for what 
he says about what others think and do. 

We recommend this work as being among the best in the Eng- 
lish language. Many of the illustrations are borrowed, but pro- 
per credit is given. The mechanical work is faultless. 

A. D. Williams, M. D. 
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A System of Gynaecology by American Authors. Edited 
by Matthew D. Mann, A. M., M. D. Vol. I. 8 vo., pp.. 
789. Illustrated with 3 colored plates and 201 engravings on 
wood. [Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1887. 

Whatever be the cause, a great impetus has of late been given^ 
to the publication of works upon gynaecology, and curipusly 
enough, these works have in two or three notable instances at 
least, assumed an encyclopeediacal form, or that form in which 
(to use the words of the preface to the work before us) the larg- 
est results are to be obtained, by means of division of labor and 
combination of effort. 

The value of all such works depends largely upon him to- 
whom is intrusted the assignment of subjects to the writers who 
are thereafter to treat them, viz: the editor. An error of judg- 
ment on his part, an overestimation of the ability of a single one 
of his writers, is apt to vitiate the value of the entire work ; for 
an encyclopaedia is like a chain — no stronger than its weakest 
link. In the present work the editor appears to have chosen his 
collaborators, and assigned the work to each with rare judg- 
ment and discretion. Glancing over the names of writers and 
the subjects allotted to them we find Dr. Henry C. Coe, of New 
York City, treating of the Anatomy of the female pelvic organs; 
1)t. Henry J. Garrigues, of New York, on the Development of' 
the female genital organs and on Malformations thereof; Dr.. 
Egbert Grandin, on Gynaecological diagnosis; Dr. E. C. Dudley,, 
on Gynaecological surgery ; Dr. Alexander Skene, on Thera- 
peutics ; Dr. Gill Wylie, on Menstruation and its disorders ; Dr. 
Reeves Jackson, on Sterility; Dr. Alphonso Rockwell, on Elec- 
tricity in (gynaecology ; Dr. C. D. Palmer, on Inflammatory con- 
ditions of the vulva; Dr. Thad. A. Reamy, on Subinvolution of 
the vagina and uterus ; Dr. R. B. Maury, on Periuterine inflam- 
mation ; Dr. Eli Van de Warker, on Pelvic haematocele and 
haematomata. Dr. Mann, the editor, has treated of Diseases of 
the vulva, and to Dr. Edward W. Jenks has been relegated the- 
duty of writing the introductory historical sketch of American 
Gynaecology— a duty that he has performed in a manner most 
satisfactory to American physicians who remember how great a 
part of modern gynaecology is purely American in its origin and 
development. Dr. Jenks' chapter on this subject is a model in 
its way and it should be carefully read by everyone consulting^ 
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the work on any subject — for books like this, we take it, are not 
intended to be read through at a sitting, but to be consulted as 
occasion demands. A glance through each department of the 
work shows that while each writer has treated his subject after 
bis own manner, aAd with consequent variations of style, each 
seems to have been thorough, painstaking and elaborate without 
being prolix. We note, too, what is rare in works of this sort in 
which subjects so necessarily anastomose, that there is very little 
repetition of matter. 

Of the book itself we need only say that it is in the Leas' 
best style, compact, well-bound, well-printed with clear type and 
on good paper — a pleasure and a comfort to the eyes of medical 
editors at least, who of all men have to see a great deal of any- 
thing but good printing. The illustrations are good and many of 
them made especially for this work, though we recognize among 
the balance many old acquaintances which have done yeoman 
service. The colored plates are good but in our copy would have 
been better had they been allowed to dry thoroughly before 
binding — the paper sticking to the face and requiring very care- 
ful handling to prevent tearing. 

Diseases of the Female Mammary Glands, by Th. Bill- 
roth, M. D., of Vienna, and New Growths of the Uterus, 
by A. GussEROw, M. D., of Berlin. Illustrated. [New York ; 
William Wood & Co. 

These two works constitute the ninth volume of the Cyclopaedia 
of Obstetrics and Gynsecology. As the work progresses the good 
words which we were enabled to speak of the earlier volumes ap- 
pear to be more and more appropriate. Especially apparent in 
these later numbers is the excellent judgment of the editor of 
the series in his choice of authors. With this Encyclopaedia on 
his library shelves the physician need rarely be at a loss in any 
quandary, and the wonderful cheapness of the set ($16.50 for 
the twelve volumes) puts them in the reach of almost everyone. 



^Vhooping Cough has been declared' 'dangerous to the pub- 
lic health" by a recent decision of the Attoney-General of Mich- 
igan and is now legally a contagious disease. 
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DissectiAg Room Guide.— Messrs. D. Appleton & Com- 
pany, of New York, have just issued a work on '^Opepatave 
Snrgery on tiie Cadaver," by Jasper Jewett Garmany, A. M., M. 
D., etc., which will be noticed further in the December' number 
of the Journal. r : 

International Medical and Surgical Synopsisf.— The 
initial number of this new St. Louis journal has readied iis and! 
is cordially welcomed to the exchange list. It is a 32 page, 8vo. 
monthly, and promises to be of a high grade of merit! ' It m- 
published by the International Medical and Surgical Syn6psis Co. ,. 
and is at present edited impersonally. We wish it all success. 

The American Journal of Medical Sciences, th,e old and 
well-known high grade quarterly of the Lea's has determined to 
enter the arena of monthly literature, making its first appearance 
as a monthly with January, 1888. It will be edited by the same 
staff and the only change in the character of its contents will be in 
the way of curtailment of the length of original articles. , 

Burnett on the Ear. — ^The popular house of Henry €i Lea's 
Sons & Co., of Philadelphia, have placed before the porofessite 
the second edition, revised and rewritten, 585 pagesi, octavo. Dr. 
Charles H. Burnett's work on/'The Ear," its anatomy,' physio- 
logy, and diseases. The book contains one hundred and seven 
illustrations. It will be reviewed in the December number of the 
Journal. 

Publications Received. — We have to acknowledg*e the re- 
ceipt of the following books and publications during the month 
of October : Transactions of the New York Academy of Medi- 
cine, Vols. IV and V (from the Librarian of the Academy) ; 
Differential Diagnosis, by Havilland Hall, M. D. (Philadelphia, 
D. G. Brinton) ; Etudes Cliniques sur le Morrhuol, par E. 
Chazeaud (Paris, G. Steinheil). 
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A Concise Description of the Sympathetic Nerve is the 
title of a brochure by Prof. Ludovic Hirschfeld, and published 
by the Fowler db Wells Company, of New York. It is accom- 
panted by a magnificent chart, drawn and colored from nature by 
J. B. Leveille, of Paris, showing the sympathetic in its ramifica- 
tions in the most perfect manner. No more valuable contribution 
to the literature of anatomy has been made of late years, and 
the chart should find a place upon the walls of every physician's 
study. 

The Annals of Gynaecology.— The initial number of this 
new monthly is a handsome 48 page octavo, liberally illustrated 
with well executed photo- engravings. It is published by Rockwell 
& Churchill, of Boston, and is edited by Dr. E. W. Cushing, as- 
sisted by Drs. Gaillard Thomas, Gill Wylie, W. K. Polk, De 
Laskie Miller, Andrew Currier and Lawson Tait — an array of 
names which guarantees a first class journal under any and all 
circumstances. The price for the first year is one dollar; after 
that it will be two dollars per annum. 

Plant Analysis as an Applied Science. — In this paper 
which is a reprint from the Journal of the Franklin Institute^ Miss 
Helen, de S. Abbotthas made a remarkable exhibit of the com- 
mercial value of plant analysis, without, howevet, having this. as 
her primary object. Commencing with a concise description of 
the methods followed (which are those of Dragendorff), Miss 
Abbott has, in the course of her paper, touched upon a very wide 
range of interesting and valuable information. The paper, while 
a scientific one, is also one that contains a vast deal of matter of 
value to every person who is interested in domestic economy, 
and as such we recommend it to the careful perusal of all. 

' Plant Chemistry, as illustrated in the production of sugar 
from sorghum, is another valuable paper by the same author, be- 
ing a lecture delivered before the Alumni Association of tne 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy at its fifth annual meeting in 
February last. The paper is an exhaustive review of what has 
been done toward the production of cane sugar from sorghum by 
the well directed efforts of agricultural chemists. While we do 
not believe that the problem of cheap sugar from the Chinese sugar 
cane is yet entirely solved, a great deal has been done toward 
reaching such a solution, and all that has been achieved is entire- 
ly due to the development of agricultural chemistry. 
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Reprints. — The following reprints worthy of note have been 
received during the month, and the senders have our thanks for 
the same; Report of the Committee of the Otological Society 
on the Examination of the Power of Hearing and how to record 
its Results (^Transactions Amer,, OtoL JSoc. 1887): Report .on 
Orthopaedic Surgery, Colo. State Med. Soc. 1887, also Remarks 
on Stricture of the Rectum, by W. R. Whitehead, M. D. {Brtt. 
Medical Journal, July 2nd, 1887) ; Ovarian Tumors and Re- 
marks on Abdominal Surgery, by Edward Borck, A. M., M. D., 
of St. Louis (2nd revised reprint) : Prevention and Cure of Per- 
forations of the Membrana Tympani, by J. G. Carpenter, M. D. 
(^American RhinologicaX Association Report) ; The Abuse of 
Uvulotomy and Tonsilotomy, by the same author (read at StJ 
Louis before same society, Oct., 1886); Pathology, Diagnosis 
and Treatment of Perforations of the Appendix Vermif ormis, by 
J« McF. Gaston, M. D., Atlanta, Ga. {Jour. Amer, Med. Assoc. 
Aug. 26, 1887) ; Surgical Relations of Ileo-Ccecal Region, by the 
same author (same journal, Oct. 9th, 1886); Remarks on^ 
Urethral Contractions by Henry Orendorff, M. D. {JScivth-West' 
em Medical Gazette); Biology of Tumors, by N. Senn, M. D.,' 
Milwaukee, Wis. (^Medical Register) ; Buffalo Lithia Waters in 
the Treatment of Diseases of the Nervous System, by G. Hal- 
stead Boyland, M. D. {N. Y. Med. Journal, Aug. 20th, 1887). 

Biography of Ephraisn McDowell. — We learn that thiei 
work, a note of which appeared in the Journal some months 
ago, is rapidly approaching completion and will be given to the. 
world about the first of January next. It is written by our ac- 
€omplished towns- woman, Mrs. Ridenbaugh, who is a grand-, 
daughter of the great surgeon and who brings to the subject, in 
addition to great natural ^descriptive talents, a mind and pen 
trained by former successful literary efforts — one of which 
C'Enola") we had the pleasure of reviewing last spring. Mrs.. 
Ridenbaugh has had rare opportunities for collecting materials 
for this work, and has made excellent use of them. She spent 
several months in Kentucky among the immediate descendents of 
Dr. McDowell, and interested in her work a large number of the 
foremost physicians of the state, several of whom contribute 
anecdotes, sketches and hitherto unpublished letters from and to 
the subject of her memoire. As the biography of Dr. McDowell 
is virtually a history of the inception of ovariotomy (and to a large 
extent of the many laparotomical operations which have grown 
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therefrom), it is but meet that aiiicles on this subject should be 
contributed to the work by men who have become distinguished 
in this branch of surgery. We are gratified to learn that such is. 
the case, and that in addition to the life of McDowell, and the 
McDowelliana pendent thereto, there will be chapters from the 
pens of Lawson Tait, Mr. LM«;er, David Yandell, Dr. Boisliniere 
and others, reviewing the history of ovariotomy and showing the 
great debt which the world owes to the Kentucky surgeon. The 
book will be handsomely illustrated with portraits of McDowell, 
engraved on steel and other steel engravings. It will be issued 
by subscription only, and will be published simultaneously in 
English, French, German and Italian. It should and no doubt 
will, have a very large sale among all classes of the reading pub-- 
lie* 

The Journal of Morphology. — When some months ago we 
made note of the projected issuance of this journal we stated 
that from our knowledge of Prof. Whitman, its editor auid 
founder, we were sure that the new journal would be first class in 
every respect. The initial number has at last come to hand . 
bearing date of September, 1887, and we can only say that our 
anticipations have been far more than fulfilled. The volume be- 
fore us, a royal octavo of 226 pages, printed upon the heaviest 
and finest book paper and embellished with seven double litho- 
graphic plates and one heliotype, all of the highest order of ex- 
cellence, IS one which would do credit to the scientific literature 
of any land or people. As stated in our preliminary notice, the 
J(mmal of Morphology is devoted to the collection, or rather 
concentration, of American zoological and biological thought, — 
the gathering under one cover of those papers bearing upon 
morphology which have hitherto reached those engaged in simi- 
lar studies through the medium of a number of scientific publi- 
cations scattered over the land, and hence sandwiched among a 
mass of other matter of little or no value to the morphological 
student. As its name implies, the subjects which form its legiti- 
mate material are studies in embryology, anatomy and histology, 
and we are sure that every worker in these fields will find it a 
most welcome addition to the scientific literature at his com- 
mand. The present number embraces papers by Professors 
Ramsay Wright and A. B. McCallum, of University College 
Toronto, on Sphryanura Osleri ; Dr. J. L. Kingsley, Editor of the 
Ameri' an Naturalist, on the Development of the compound eyes of 
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Crangon; Dr. Wm. Patten, of Milwaukee, on the Eyes of Molluscs 
and Arthropods; Dr. G. Baur, of Yale College, on the Phylogen- 
etic arrangement of Sauropsida; Dr. C. O. Whitman, Director of 
Lake Laboratory of Milwaukee, on the History of the gei^m layers 
in Clepsine ; Prof. E. B. Wilson, of Bryn Mawr College on the 
Germ-bands in Lumbricus, and Dr. Wm. Patten, of Lake Labor- 
atory, Milwaukee, on the Eyes of Arthropods, the Development of 
the eyes of Vespa and Observations on the ocelli of some Insects. 
The Journal is published by Messrs. Ginn & Co., of Boston, at 
$6.00 per annum. 



irtelange. 

The Medical Journals at present are replete with iteiSMi an- 
nouncing the return of local physicians from abroad. 

The Manitoba Lancet is to furnish medical pabulum to the 
centre of our "cold waves.'* Long may it wave! 

The ''Mind Cure*' seems to have taken quite a hold in the 
western pai't of our State if we are to believe our exchanges from 
that section. 

The latest Constrictor of the penis is a thimble. Dr. Mar- 
tinez Rufino, of Buenos Ay res, gives an account of the remov- 
al of one from the penis of a boy of twelve. 

There is no State Medical Society which convenes in 
November or December. This is probably due to two prine^al 
causes: Physicians are too busy; and, money does not seem to 
be too plentiful. 

A Blow on the Testicles Causes Death. — ^The Central' 
blnttfiir Chirurgie condenses from a Bulgarian journal, the his- 
tory of the case of a man aged between 40 and 50 years, who, 
having gotten into a scrimmage with a woman, received from her 
a violent blow upon the scrotum. He instantly exclaimed *'I am 
a dead man!" and fell senseless. The physician who was Called 
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ried in vain to revive him, life having actually become extinct. 
The autopsy disclosed not the slightest external lesion. There 
were small punctiform hsemorrhages found in the lung, some 
pulmonary and cerebral hypersemia, but no great lesion. Death 
resulted apparently from syncope caused by the pain of the blow 
on the testicles. 

A Correction in Order.— We have received from the Fhila- 
delphia Daily Press a copy of a letter addressed to the editors of 
the Medical Register^ assuring them that Dr. I. Minis Hays waa 
not the author cf the letters from Washington belittling the In- 
ternational Medical Congress, as charged by the editors of the 
Register. From our knowledge of the latter gentlemen we are 
sure that they will be only too ready to acknowledge an error of 
this sort, whatever may be their opinion otherwise, of the party 
charged by them with this offense. It is all a gentleman can do 
under the circumstances. 

Law of Proportion of the Sexes. — Kisch says that from 
the statistics of 556 marriages and 1972 births, he deduces the 
conclusion that when the husband is more than ten years older 
than the wife, a larger proportion of males will be the result. 
This is especially marked when the woman is between 20 and 25 
years old. If the women be under 20 years old the contrary 
happens, and the girls are in the majority. The latter is also the 
case when the wife is older than the husband, or when the age» I 

are very nearly the same. If the husband is very much older 
than the wife, however, the males will predominate by two to 
one. 

^Mutual Relations of Physician and Pharmacist. — 
Messrs. D. O. Haynes & Co., of Detroit, Mich., the enterprising 
publishers of the Microscope and the Pliarmaceutical, Era^ an- 
nounce that they will give a prize of fifty dollars in gold for tlie 
best paper upon '^The mutual relations of physician and. phar- 
macist" which shall be sent them prior to January 1st, 1888, for 
publication in the Pharmaceutical Era. The paper must not ex- 
ceed 2000 words, must not contain the author's name, address or 
other marks of identification (the same being enclosed in another 
paper). All who desire to compete may obtain fuller particulars 
by addressing the firm as above. We know the firm and fully 
endorse them. 



I ! 
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Drunkenness in Berlin.^-Dr. Wasserfuhr is the somewhat 
suggestive name of a gentleman who is leading a sort of a tem- 
perance movement in Germany. In the Berliner Post of Aug. 
21st, the doctor publishes some statistics going to show the 
alarming progress of alcoholism in Berlin, which are startling 
enough. He says : In 1882 the number of arrests made by the 
municipal police on the charge of drunkenness was 6,025 ; in 
1883 it was 7,725 ; in 1884, 8,803 ; and in 1885, 9,307. The 
number of those treated for chronic alcoholism in 1882 was 537, 
but in 1885 it was 998. The Post, commenting on the doctor's 
.figures, admits that the showing is a fearful one, and that some- 
thing should be done toward checking the evil. 

The Reports of Proceedings of the late International 
Medical Congress are no doubt very entertaining reading, and as 
Mr. Weller, Sr. would say, "werry fillin", but we are beginning 
to wish that our esteemed contemporaries would cut them short. 
Two out of three of the medical journals that have come to our 
table during the past six weeks or two months, have been chug- 
full of them, to the exclusion of almost everything else. As most 
of them have thus far reached onl}' the third day's proceedings it 
looks as though the slow torture might continue a couple of 
months longer. We hope our confreres, however, will take pity 
on their proof-readers (who are the only persons, probably, who 
read the matter) and cut the balance short. 

The ^sculapian Society of the ^Vabash Valley. — On 

Thursday, Oct. 24th, this old, but vigorous, medical society held 
at Paris, 111., its forty-first annual meeting. The society was or- 
ganized about two and a half years after the founding of the Jour- 
nal and in one of the earlier numbers may be found an aec^OAt of 
• the first meeting. At the last meeting the following ofiScers- were 
elected : President, Dr. George Kingland, Kansas, 111. ; Vice-Pres- 
ident, Dr. W O.Jenkins,Terre Haute ;Secretary and Treasurer ,Dr. 
E. T. Baum, of Paris, 111. ; Board of Censors, Dr. C. B. Johnson, 
Dr. G. T. Reagan, Dr. J. L. Reat, Dr. L. J. Weinstein, Dr. H. S. 
Bell. The next meeting will be the semi-annual meeting, which 
will be held at Terre Haute the second Thursday in May 1888. 
The annual meeting will be held in Peoria the last Thursday in 
October, 1888. 

Condition of the German Crown Prince. — ^The cable 
dispatches, to the daily press leave the actual condition of the 
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German Crown Prince as much of a mystery as ever. The news 
is good br bad as it chances to come from English or German 
sources. The former always make the prince upon the mend 
averring that Dr. Makenzie's treatment is slowly but surely ef- 
fecting a cure, but always adding that the prince is a little hoarse 
yet, that his throat is a little sore, or something of the sort ; and 
it is noted also that the august patient is always on the go to 
some place or point for further attention from Dr. Mackenzie. 
The German dispatches on the contrary, are gloomy and croaking, 
asserting a return of the tumor, or predicting its immediate re- 
appearance. We see no reason to change the opinion already 
expressed by us and that is that the heir to the German throne is 
ia a very precarious and dangerous condition. With all the world 
we sincerely hope that he may recover, but we fear that he will 
not do 80. 

The Cholera. — The laxity of the New York Quarantine Offi- 
cials in passing into this country, unopened and unexamined, the 
baj^gage and plunder of Italian immigrants coming right from 
the centre of cholera infection, is justly receiving the strongest 
condemnation from Dr. De Wolff, of the Chicago Board of Health. 
This official, in his correspondence, reports the seizure of sixteen 
bales of household plunder coming from within a few miles of 
Palermo, and brought by an infected steamer, on board of which 
latter several deaths from cholera occured during the ocean pas- 
siage. Dr. De Wolff justly stigmatizes this as criminal negligence 
on the part of the New York officials. As it is more than likely 
that a portion of the immigrants turned their ateps toward St. 
Lonid and the South-west, we sincerly hope that Commisstoner 
Dttdldy will be on the lookout for them. In case he catches up 
with plunder of the sort described by Commissioner De Wolff, 
short work will be made with the same. In such cases there is 
no dlMnfectant like fire. 

T^e Vomiting Centre. — According to the researches of 
Tiinas, published in Prof. Botkin's Clinical Annals {Ejeneddnaya 
KlinifcestJcaja), the section of the medulla at the level of the 
fourth ventricle does not prevent vomiting when hypodermic in- 
jections of apomorphine are given. The experiments were made 
on dogs and cats. Later, by touching successive portions of the 
medulla with a hypodermic needle charged with apomorphine, he 
■-wH* 'able to localize with precision the site and extent of (he 
vomiting centre. This, he says, is a space directly in front of and 
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behind the calamus, in the deeper layers of the medulla. The area 
of the region in animals of ordinary size is about 5 mm. (0.20";) 
long by 2 mm. (0.08") broad. 'J he author accounts for the 
■absence of vomiting which exists in ruminants, rodents and some 
other animals, to the non-existence or rudimentary condition of 
this centre. Every effort to produce vomiting in a rabbit failed 
— not a sign of gastric movement being lieteeted after the ad- 
ministration of powerful emetics. 

Hair oa the Tongue. — ^Dr. Wilkehn Roth of Vienna, reports 
i^AimaJet des mal^idies de VareUle} a mngular afiectioii of the 
teogne. Two cases have been observed by the author. In ^ne 
i3ft these the toogue was covered with a Sirowwah coating iSrom 
which emerged a mimber of brownish yellow hairs. In the #ther 
•case the hairs were white, in botJi cases the balance of the irac- 
*cal cavity showed nothing abnormal. One ef the patients com- 
plained of a vague tickling sensation in the tongue, and a Muse 
of constriction in the larynx. In the other case the breaUi was 
horribly offensive. A microscopic examination showed the ^hairs' 
to consist of an aggregation of corneal epithelial cells and masses 
of micrococci. The author regards the affection as a hitherto 
undescribed from of parasitic stomatitis. It is not the ^^black- 
tongue'* described by Dessois, as shown by the fact that the dark 
spots did not disappear, and that the ^hairs' consisted of masses 
of parasites. The treatment consisted in the application of a ten 
per cent, solution of bichloride of mercury, and was effectual. 



No Specific for Sea-aickneaa. — Surgeon Donellan, of the 
*Oity of Rome, plying between New York and Liverpool, and who 
should certainly be able to speak from experience, declares Itet 
there is no specific for eea-siekness, and that amyl nilfarite, 
•cocaine, and other medicines concerning whose powers in this di- 
rection so much has been said and written, so far from heAwg an 
aid, are absolutely harmful. In his own practice he nsuatly 
oommettces with an emetic (sea- water ordinarily), after the aoiton 
of which the patient is placed in the recumbent posture with the 
head low. In urgent cases he proceeds secundum artem, follow- 
ing symptoms, as he would in any other mUady. A belt draiwn 
tightly around the waist and carrying a pad which acts as a oom- 
press upon the epigastrium, will sometimes act as a prereiitive. 
The writer, although frequently exposed, has never suffered ftom 
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« 

sea-sickDess, tbough once in a violent gale on the Atlantic he be- 
came qualmish. A mustard leaf laid on the epigastrium, exter- 
nally, and an eighth grain of morphia internally, gave immediate 
and lasting relief. 

Outrages in Prance. — M. Brouardel, in his series of lectures 
on medical jurisprudence delivered in the College de France, and 
which are being printed in the Gazette des Hdpitanx^ gives some 
curious and almost inexplicable statistics. In the lecture on 
rapes and attempted violations of the person, he shows that while 
the annual number of attempted rapes on adult women has re- 
mained almost stationary since 1826, or even decreased slightly 

' (from 166 in 1826 to 133 in 1880) notwithstanding the increase in 
population in this period, the number of attempts upon children 
under 16 years has grown from 169 in 1826, to 768 in 1880. An 

' analysis of these figures by seasons shows another curious fact, 
viz : that more than two-thirds of the rapes and attempted rapes 
Occur in the summer months. Thus of the 760 attempts on 
children in 1880, 300 occurred in May, June and July, 200 in 
August, September and October, while in the six months from 
October 31st to May Ist there were only 268. The youngest in- 
fant violated was but eleven months old ; another was only eighteen 

' months and a third but two years. Such brutality is almost in- 
conceivable. 

The Opium Habit in China and India. — A goveyiment 
report, emanating from one of the most distinguished surgeons 
of the West India service, and made some years ago, declared 
that in China and India there existed vast numbers of men who 
had been opium habitues from childhood, and who notwithstand- 
ing this were strong, powerful and apparently healthy in mind 

. and body. Some of them had attained great age, and so far as 
th^ reporter was able to learn, seemed to enjoy an immunity from 

' endemic and epidemic diseases. Now comes Mr.H. £. M. James, 
of the Bombay Civil Service, who states that during a recent trip 
through Mantchuria he had found the inhabitants using a native 
opium for smoking purposes, and although the habit was all but 
universal he had seen but two persons who had ruined themselves 

'by it. He declares further . that basing his opinion upon 
the experience gained during his stay among the race of opium 
smokers, the habit was no more hurtful, when indulged in in 

> moderation and on a full stomach, than tobacco smoking. All 
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of which may be true, but it is a bad idea to get abroad among 
American and English youths. 

A Caution against Suggestion. — M. Brouardel in a lecture 
on some of the sources of error in expert examinations where ac- 
cusation has been made of an attempt at violation of young child- 
ren (one of the series in medical jurisprudence elsewhere spoken 
of) tells the following anecdote : A little girl, three years old, was 
being treated for ophthalmia in the service of M. Lannelongue, and 
having contracted vulvitis, it was claimed by her parents that 
an attempt at violation had been made upon her. I was requested 

» "I 

to see her, which I did privately. After examining the parts I 
said "Little girl, who did this to you?" She hesitated in answer- 
ing, and, as an experiment, I suggested the name of a distin- 
guished foreign statesmen. "Yes" she replied instantly, "it was 
he!" Without betraying my ruse, I told the examining magis- 
trate to question the child and she would tell him who had as- 
saulted her. He did so several days afterward, and the little one 
glibly accused the gentlemen whom I had suggested, and stoutly 
maintained the accusation. She had not forgotten the name I 
^'Rien" — adds the old professor, with a lack of gallantry born 
of much experience, ^^rienne ment aussifacilementqu'unefemmel"^ 
(Nothing lies sd easily as a female). 

Professional Courtesy with a Vengeance. — The French 
journal Le JScalpel tells a good story which is too long to trans- 
late, but which may be paraphrased as follows: In a certain 
village in France there lived a doctor who for a number of years 
had been "cock of the walk," the sole licensed practitioner in the 
town and surrounding country. He was naturally phenomenally 
thin and bilious looking, of dark complexion, his hair long and 
black and hanging in snaky ropes around his neck,giving him the 
appearance of a living mummy. He cared nothing for appear- 
ances and being without a rival, did pretty much as he pleased. 
One fine morning he discovered however, that his "soup had a 
hair in it"— in short that a new doctor had come to town, and 
what was worse, had taken a house on the same street and di- 
rectly across the way. The new doctor was the exact opposite 
of the old one, physically, — round, rosy, yoting, the picture of 
physical heath and good humor, and soon became a great 
favorite, especially among the women, who dubbed him the 
"ros^-bud," just as they had called the old one "the ogre." Of 
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oourse, the rivalry in business soon became intense, though the 
two men were apparently the best of friends, and each strove to 
say pleasant things about the other, after a fashion well known 
to all of us, of course, and without putting too much sarcasm in 
their words. One day some time after the arrival of doctor No. 
2, a lady called on No 1 for advice. After the usual civilities she 
exclaimed ^'O dear doctor, how ill you do look! What has come 
over you of late? Do tell me, what U the matter? Dr. Blank 
your neighbor, is such a nice man — the vety picture of health, 
and you ! You seem to decline visibly." *'Oh, my dear friend" 
said the wily old doctor, and a light came into his weather eye as 
he said it, ''a-a-a-h! That's it! You see Dr. Blank is a good 
physician, &Jlne physician ; but I fear— in fact I am sure, he does 
not understand my case." '^Understand your case?" queried 
the lady, **what do you mean?" "Yes, madame. A physician 
does not treat himself. If he is sick he goes to a confrere. 
There are but two of us here. We treat each other. Dr. Blank 
was sick ; he came to me, I was sick and went to him. Madame, 
you see the result." It is needless too say that she saw it. 

The Whines about ^Vine. — There was an old jackass of a 
man who accompanied by his son, was journeying to a distant 
city, their pack train consisting of another jackass. When the 
old man rode and the young one walked the passers by railed at 
the old fellow for "taking it easy" on ass-back while the poor boy 
had to walk. When the boy was put on the brute he m turn was 
guyed and abused for riding while his poor old daddy walked* 
When the pair of thfim climbed on the donkey the}^ were rotten- 
egged, and arrested by a policeman in the pay of the Society for 
the prevention of cruelty to animals, for overloading and abusing a 
patient beast. Nothing was left for the old fellow to try in his 
attempt to please the public, but to shoulder the jackass and 
carry it. To this the animal objected and in so doing kicked the 
stuffing out of the old man and lamed the boy for life. "Alas!" 
philosophized the two legged ass "that I should have been such 
a fool I In trying to please everybody I have pleased nobody, 
not even the donkey. Henceforth I shall please m3>selT and the 
public be d — d." This anecdote has a moral of course, and we 
would recommend it to those gentlemen who have recently been 
worrying themselves about the criticisms of the "W. C. T. U" 
and other "temperance" advocates concerning wine at our medi- 
cal and other public banquets. The so-called ''temperance" 
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agitators are becoming an intolerable nuisance in these matters^ 
amd everj attempt on tbe part of societies or individuals to pla- 
cate them^ slKMTt of & complete surrender of all personal liberty^ 
seems only to add to the imp^tinence of their demands. The 
•eiutioQ of the question reached by the American Medical Asso- 
eiatum in regard to wine at the aanual banquet should satisfy 
every reasonable person, and does satisfy everybody who has. 
any light to be consitlted in the matter, viz : the members of the 
Association. Let the balance howL 
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B. Von Langenbeck. — ^Ttus noblest ornament of the frater- 
nity of surgical artists, was suddenly carried away from exis- 
tence by a stroke of apoplexy, on the night of September 30th, at 
Wiesbaden. The man was called ' ^Excellenz' ' and if ever the title 
was well bestowed B. von Langenbeck deserved it. Having been 
one of the disciples of the great surgeon, I feel deeply touched and 
can fully appreciate the almost irreparable loss to the science and 
art of which he was the inspired master. He was not only the 
Nestor of (xerman Surgeons, but he was acknowledged the most 
polished and affable gentlemen in the entire profession. He did 
the honors in the most elegant style to foreigners visiting Berlin 
and never tired of giving his njost valuable advice to younger 
surgeons who flocked to his daily clinics. His numerous titles 
and honors were well earned by his great pathfinding work in the 
surgery of bones and in plastic operations. His work is nearly 
all recorded in the Archives of Surgery which bear his name and 
which are now in their 36th year. May they be continued by a 
worthy successor. A. C. B. 

Dr. James A. Gray, of Atlanta, Ga., died at the early age 
of 37, on Sept. 27th last. He was Secretary of the Georgia 
State Medical Association and Managing Editor of the Atlanta 
Medical and Surgical Journal. 
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Joseph Meyer. — The University of Berlin has suffered an«. 
other bereavement in the loss of Professor Joseph M^er, wha 
died on the 25th of September, shortly after the lamented Lang-^ 
enbeck. Dr<. Meyer was professor extraordinary and director of 
the policlinic of internal medicine, a chair created expressly for 
him in 1848, and occupied by him continuously up to his death. He 
was the author of numerous works on various medical subjects,^ 
especially however on Auscultation of the Heart, Rupture of the. 
(Esophagus, Cholera and Pleurisy. He was born in 1818 at 
Strahlsund and graduated at the University of his native city in 
1845. 



iocal iTTebtcal IHatters. 

The Alumni of the St. Louis Medical College intend td 
reorganize their association immediately and get to work. 

It has been rumored that some radical changes have been 
recently effected in the editorial management of one of our local 
cotemporaries. 

A curious Combination occurred not long ago in this city. 
A physician entered his ofiSce and was shortly followed by a 
patient. Right upon the heels of the latter an undertaker's 
wagon drove up and stopped. 

A ^'doctor" of this city has a photographic representation of 
two cases of tubercular and ulcerating forms of leprosy promi- 
nently displayed in his oflBce window. Underneath the pictures 
we are informed that "similar cases are promptly cured" by him. 

The Medical Schools have all got to work, and without ex- 
ception report increased attendance and a better grade of pupils 
than ever before. Each of the schools has made gains of from 
ten to twenty-five per cent in the number of pupils on hand at 
the opening, and these figures will be largely increased daring 
the month. 
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Free Office Rent. — Some days ago we noticed an advertise-' 
ment in the papers, stating that a druggist wanted a physician to 
locate near his store. Upon investigation, it was found that some 
of our would-be-prominent young physicians had answered the 
advertisement and promised to writ:e all prescriptions in cipher 
provided the druggist would give them a well-furnished office, free. 

Vital Statistics of St. Louis. — The report of Commission^ 
er Dudley shows that during the month of September the num- 
ber of deaths in the city was 804 (against 734 during the same 
month of last year) of which 736 were white and 68 colored. 
The total number of deaths under five years was 369, of which 
186, or almost Exactly half were under one year. In comparing 
the mortality by causes of death we find that in a large propor- 
tion of cases, the death rate of the previous September was 
greater than that of the last, as the following table will show : 

Cause op Death 

Total Constitutional Diseases 

Total Developmental Diseases 

Measles 

Scarlatina 

Whoojiing Cough 

Typhoid Fever 

Diarrhoeal Diseases, infants, 

Diarrhoeal Diseases, adults, 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Inanition 

Cancer and Malignant Tumors ' 

Phthisis 

Marasmus 

Hydrocephalus 

Bronchitis 

Convulsions 

Apoplexy 

Cirrhosis of Liver 

Nephritis 

Other Urinary Diseases 

Accidents of rregnancy 

Congenital Debility, etc. 

Senility 

Suicide 

This showing becomes all the more remarkable when- we reflect 
how much more crowded St. Louis was during Sept. '87 than 
during the same month of '86. 

The first Porro's Operation recorded in this State was per- 
formed on Oct. 15th, by Dr. A. C. Bernays, of this city. The 
operation was primarily intended to be an exploratory laparotomy 
but, the presence of numerous intramural fibroid tumors, some 
of which showed signs of degeneration, led to the performance 
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of the Porro. Previous to the ablation of the uterus, the 
cesarean section was made, a living child, in the eighth months 
being delivered. 

Selling Prescriptions. — We accidentally overheard a prom- 
inent druggist remark to his clerk that Dr. , of Washington 

Ave. , told him that as he was getting 9300 a year for his pre- 
scription trade he could not afford to change unless the applicant 
for bis trade would raise it to $500. 

Diphtheria. — The alarm over this disease is almost, if not 
quite subsided, the mortuary reports showing a constant diminu- 
tion in the death rate. The Ueall^h Commissioner's report for 
September shows that there were at one time good reasons for the 
scare, the deaths from diphtheria nnmbering 135 during the month. 
During the same month in 1886 there were but eighty-live deatbft 
from this cause. 

A Medical Hall.— The St. Louis Medibal Society at one of 
its meetings in the early part of the summer appointed a BeaA 
Eitateaad Building Committee, with the object of initiating steps 
toward securing ground and erecting a building which should 
serve as a meeting place for the society and oUier medical re- 
unions, and as offices, etc. for physicians. The committee con- 
sisted of Drs. Alleyne, McPheeters, Lutz, Atwood and Dudley — 
all good men, and they have recently issued a circular which 
shows that they * ^mean business. ' ' In it they call upon physicians 
individually and collectively (as in the case of societies working^ 
under the national code of ethics) to assist the movement. In 
order that this may be done intelligently we would respectfully 
suggest that the Committee call a meeting of all those physicians- 
and societies who are desirous of aiding so praiseworthy an ob- 
ject, and let there be an interchange of ideas upon the subject. 
The Journal and its editors may be relied upon to do all in ifis 
power toward making the movement a success. 

AN EXPLANATION TO THE PROFESSION. 

On Sunday morning, Oct. 23rd an article appeared in the 
Olohe-Democrat of this city, introducing in a very sensational 
manner the name of Dr. Ohmann-Dumesnil, one of the editors 
of this journal. To those who know Dr. Ohmann-Dumesnil per- 
sonally it is altogether unnecessary to say that he was entirely 
ignorant of the intended publication of the article in question, and 
that he had said nothing to the reporter and writer thereof which 
would justify the exceedingly unpleasant notoriety thus given him. 
To those who are not personally acquainted with him we would say 
that no one could be more mortified than he over the whole affair. 
The only portion of the entire article which emanated from him 
was that in which he declined to be interviewed on the subject 
and stated that it was one in which the public had no concern. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal. 



Section of Cancer of Eoor of thb Tongue. 

Tbe anterior portions normal. 



THE ST. LOUIS 



Medical and Surgical Journal 



Volume LIII. December, 1887, No. 6. 



0rigtnal Contributions. 

Three Cases op Total Excision op the Cancerous Tongue. 
By Augustus C. Bernays, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis, Mo., 
Prof, of Anatomy, College of Physicians and Surgeons ; Sur- 
geon to the Lutheran Hospital; Consulting Surgeon to the 
City and Female Hospitals, etc. 

A contribution to the casuistics of surgery of the tongue 
scarcely needs an apology. Considering the unsettled condition 
of surgical rules for the treatment of cancer of the tongue, 
every contribution is sure to be received with interest by the 
profession. 

This article is intended to give my own experience in the total 
removal of the tongue and does not aim at giving an exhaustive 
treatise of the entire subject. For those desirous of studying 
these diseases, the book of Mr. Henry T. Butlin, F. R. C. S., 
published in convenient form, with some excellent illustrations, 
by Lea Brothers of Philadelphia, in 1886, is to be recommended. 
It is one of the best-written and most practical treatises on the 
subject ever published. The literature will be found very com- 
plete in this book, and since I can add nothing new no attempt at 
giving a bibliography will be made here. 

Before beginning the description of my cases, nI merely de- 
sire to emphasize the point that they are cases of extirpation of 
both halves of the tongue, the operation usually called *^ total ex- 
cision of the tongue.*' This operation is in no way to be com- 
pared with excisions of the tongue, which involve only the anteri. 
or two-thirds, leaving the root of the tongue intact. This latter 
operation is a simple matter, devoid of interest and is well un« 
derstood by all surgeons. It can be performed through the 
mouth in a few minutes, by means of scissors and without any 
danger to the patient. The removal of the whole tongue, with 
its root, from the hyoid bone is a capital operation, and is always 
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fr&Dght with gKAt danger because these oasee are usually accom- 
ptnied by exteastve maolfestatioii? of the di»ea«e, iwalvv»ff til* 
nnovaJ at iiulurated ^landa, parts of the floor of the mouth, th« 
arches of the palate, parts of the jawbone or even the epiglottis 
and parta of the pharynx. 



Fig. 10. L. Tongue; R. Boot of Tongue ; T. Tumor. 

Case I. Mr. X , from Washington Co., 111., age 49, 

came to the Lutheran Hospital for operation. He had a tumor 
on the left side of his tongue (see Fig. 10) painful, and ulcerated, 
as is shown by the engraving. Externally the tumor appeared to 
be confined to the left side ; but a careful digital examination 
traced it down in the direction of the root and across the median 
line into the right half of the organ. In the spring of 1883, with 
t^e assistance of Drs. Castelhun, Harnisch, Richter and others, I 
attempted to perform an operation similar to the one suggested 
hy Nunaeley.of Leeds, nhich is a modification of Cbaesaignac's 
original ocraseur operation. The patient was chloroformed and 
placed 09 an (M^inary table, his shoulders being slightly raised 
by a pillow. Twe loops of tliread were passed through the tip 
of the tongue, by means of which it was pulled through the open 
piouth. Next I passed a narrow- bladed knife tiom the neck, in 
tita mediaa line, through the root of the tongue. The point al- 
tered just above the hyoid brae, the cutting edge being turned 
iprwards while the back of the blade rested against the bjoid 
l^ne. Under the guidance of the index finger of the left hand 
i^ the niouth, the blade was now made to pass into the ptuoyiui, 
its back strikiog the back of the epiglottis. The tongue and all 
the tissues below it and the skin, were now split l)y the blade in 
the direotion towards the chin about one half inch. The blade 
was withdrawn and the index finger passed through the incision 
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Apem below, to that ite i>oiQt ooutd be seen oa the baok of the 
tongue. The chain of an ecraseur was then passed through th^ 
HMttsion and out of the mouth. After the glosso-epiglottia liga- 
Bient on the right side was cut through with scissors, the ohaia wm 
iNNHight around the right half of the tongue and passed thioiifli 
Hie floor of the mouth into the first incision. Thus the right 
half of the tongue was completely surrounded by the 6cre^eiir 
at its very roots, the ends of the chain passing down and out 
Just at the hyoid bone where they were drawn together by the 
sorew constrictor. After the chain was fairly tightened and co&- 
sitriction begun it suddenly tore off. I next tried a loop of steel 
vire, which also broke, next this wire was doubled but it again 
gave way under the traction. 

Under these circumstances, having the incision which admitted 
my finger from below and being able to pull the tongue well for- 
ward, I determined to try to excise the tongue with scissors, 
through the mouth. The right half of the tongue was cut oft 
olose to the hyoid bone and this act was followed by no loss of 
blood at all. The same manoeuvre on the left side, however, was 
followed by a profuse haemorrhage, which was checked by the 
application of two artery forceps ; but, before these could be ap- 
plied, considerable blood was aspirated into the trachea. When 
the hsemorrhage was checked the patient was pulseless and was 
not breathing. Dr. Castlehun said "He is dead." His lower 
extremities were now raised and his head lowered, while artificial 
respiration was tried with no success. He was replaced on the 
table and I made tracheotomy with a single incision ; the two lips 
of the wound were drawn apart by Langenbeck's retractors, 
and, by placing my mouth down on the incision, I sucked two 
mouthfuls of coagulated bloed out of the trachea and bronchi. 
The air rushed in and, by a few artificial respiratory movements 
of the chest, breathing began and the patient soon rallied. A 
tracheotomy tube was inserted, the ligature applied where the 
iirtery forceps had been left, a drainage tube was drawn through 
the submental incision, and the patient carried to his bed. 

He was allowed no food or drink during the first twenty-four 
hours. After this time he was able to swallow liquids and made 
^ splendid afebrile recovery. The tracheotomy tube was re- 
moved en the eighth day and the patient discharged on the 
twenty-first day. He was living and doing well six months after 
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the operatiun. After tb&t I lost track of him and am unable to- 
give his subsequent history. 

Case II. Mr. E. S., 52 years of age, from Belleville, III., coal 
miner, had a cancer near tbe root of the tongue which he said 
began to grow eight months before. An examination shoved the 
tongue to be firmly fixed and a tumor about the size of a hen'a 
egg projected under the chin and was firmly adherent to tbe ia- 
ferior maxilla and also to the ekia covering it. The patient 
thought that it had originated from an ulcer caused by a project- 
ing carious tooth. The tumor extended exactly to the epiglottja 
In a backward direction. On the left side the glos so- pharyngeal 
arch was infiltrated and also the tonsil. The right side of the 
pharynx was normal, as was also the anterior third of the tongue. 
Tbe case was one of the worst I have ever seen, and I deUberated 
for some time before I became convinced that its radical extir- 
pation was possible. 



Fig. 11. L. Tonffie; T. Tamor; D. G. Dlgaiitrlc; H. G. HyoglosenB; 
H. H. Mrlotayold; O. Gland; K. Root of Tongue; L. k. Lingual Artery. 

On the fourth of April, 1884, at No. 915 Chouteau Ave., with' 
tbe assistance of Drs. A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A. P. Bock, 
C. Barck, Spiegelhalter, Thornton, Harnisch and others, the 
following operation was performed : The patient was given on&- 
half grtun of morphine bypodermically and chloroform was ad- 
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ministered through the mouth. The lingual arteries were, thea 
ligated on both sides through small incisions parallel to and one^ 
half inch above the lateral extremities of the hyoid bone* 
Tracheotomy was next performed and Trendelenburg's tampon^ 
eanula in its original form was introduced and the chloroform ad« 
ministered through a funnel and rubber hose attached to it. Aa 
attempt to remove the large submental tumor from the jawbone 
proved that the bone itself had been invaded by the canceroat 
:growth and its resection was necessary. Fig. 11 shows the ex- 
act amount of tissue removed. The jaw was cut through with a 
Jeffries saw, near the juncture of the ramus with thebodyiin 
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Fig. 13. Yertical Section through tumor and tongue shown in Fig « 

11. (Diagrammatic). 

front of the insertion of the masseter muscles on both sides, af- 
ter two skin flaps had been reflected from an incision extending 
through the lower lip, over the chin, to the hyoid bone in the 
median Hine. Through this wound the middle portion of the 
jawbone with the submental tumor and the tongue containing 
the tumor was removed, after all the attachments had been sepa- 
rated by means of curved scissors. The removal of the infil- 
trated glossopharyngeal arch gave rise to haemorrhage from the 
ascending pharyngeal . artery, which required a ligature. The 
whole weund was washed with a three per cent carbolic add 
.^olntien, all the ooagula removed from the pharynx and larynx 
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AMhi M tlw taBpon c»DaI« and the whole anrfAca dMtad wMk 
MsfMrm. The tampon cuiuU, was ezchuig«d fur sa ordtaMf- 
•H knd the wooud acennttely closed b^ snturei. 

Th« pAtlent rallied nicelj, bis pulse and tempentare remalaaft 
tmvuA for fert^-eight hoars. He was fed bj means (rf tbc tk^ 
■tacb labe. On the morning of tiie third day thare vaa a il«- 
«M«d catarrh of the trachea, and breathing became sonMirMt 
labored on account of the accumulation of tough macna. Polte 
100, temperature 100°F. On April 7th the bronchial oatarA hari 
fezteaded lower down and continued to do so, in epite of traaA- 
nent, tlie patient dying, in consequence of the process in his lung*, 
on the next day. Fig. 12 is a diagramm&tic representation of 
the manner in which the disease extended downwards from th& 
tongue. 




Fig. 13. ModifleMlon of Kocher's IncisiOD. 
Case III. Mr. L. E., i^ 66, for about one year had noticMd 
l> gradual increase in the size of his tongue, acctmipanied by « 
CWrresponding loss of mobility of the organ and great impedl- 
■eBt of speech. During the two months previous to Sept. 22ii4, 
1887, bis tongue had become ulcerated near its base, making aap 
ftrnvement exceedingly painful. When he called on me htoM 
ttM naatication and swallowing were so punful tJiat he •#!«» 
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Wefittw«lt6 homriWlthotit nourldhment. An etAiniiiAtiOti ptot^ 
tfeil tMli ttlttior iHToly^d the tougtie only, and that ft wair cdnfltied 
#litkt)ly to tiid root of th# organ, the anterior half beltig normal 
in structure. The hard ma«d redted close op agaitmt the epiglot- 
tii. I deteniiined to perforin Kocher*« operation, because the 
tikiaor w M fio large that its remotal through the month by means 
of sei8ldr§ was certainly impossible. The plate shows that th6 
tttnnor involved the very root of the tongue and had to be dis^ 
leoted away from the hyoid bone and the epiglottis, to both ot 
Whieh it was closely adherent. 

On^Sept. 22nd, with the assistance of Drs. Ohmann-Dnmesiiil, 
A, F. Bock, G. W. Vogt, W. V. Kingsbury and Geo. W. Cale,' 
the operation was performed at the patient's residence in St. 
Louis. The patient was placed into the chloroform-morphine 
narcosis and tracheotomy performed, using the tampon canula of 
Trendelenburg. The pharynx was next plugged with an antisep- 
tic sponge attached to a string. The incision was made as id 
shown in the engraving Fig. 13,which is a modification of Kocher's 
incision, having one angle less. The flap of skin was turned up 
over the face and the lingual artery was ligated near its origin 
from the external carotid. The facial artery and vein were also 
ligated and then the incision was carried through into the mouth 
parallel to the jawbone. The submaxillary gland and some 
lymphatic glands were also removed because they were found in- 
durated. Next the mucous membrane was divided from within the 

• 

mouth around the right side near to the tongue, 'between it and the 
Sublingual gland and extending back to the glossopharyngeal arch. 
The tongue was then slit through its entire lengt|j, the two halves 
being held by loops of silk cord passed through its anterior part. 
The right half of the tongue was drawn down through the sub- 
maxillary incision and easily cut loose from all its attachments 
at its base, by means of curved scissors. The large incision on 
the neck seemed to me sufficient to enable me to dispense with all 
external incision on the left side for the purpose of ligatiug the 
lingual artery. I thought that I could ligate it near to the hyoid 
bone, after cutting off the tongue, and this proved to be a correct 
and satisfactory procedure. 

The whole wound was carefully irrigated with a weak ( 1 :8000) 
solution of bichloride of mercury ; a large drainage tiibfe waS 
drawn through the angle of the external incision and the ski^ 
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woaad united by numeroa^ sutures. No iodoform or gauze wm 
used within the mouth. 1 relied entirely upon very frequent 
gargling and washing out with a solution of permanganate of 
potash, for the purification of the internal wound. 

An ordinary tracheotomy canula was left in the trachea for 
forty-eight hours, after which time it was removed, the incision 
healing up spontaneously in about twelve days. The patient was 
nourished regularly by means of the oBSophageal tube. The 
whole external incision united by first intention. The drainage 
tube worked admirably as an outlet for the profuse mucous secre- 
tion. The patient made an excellent recovery and was discharged 
on the twenty-second day. 

In conclusion, I desire to state that in compiling statistics of 
operations for cancer of the tongue, total excisions requiring an 
external incision ought not to be compared or classified with 
partial resections per os. I have never lost a single patient when 
the latter operation was performed. Of all procedures for the 
total extirpation of the tongue,oreven more extensive operations, 
Kocher's seems to me decidedly the most appropriate. 
90«S Olive St. 



An Inquibt Conckbning Specifics. By C. A. F. Lindobmb, Ph. 
D., M. D., of Fort Reed, Fla. 

Every time that I alight upon a topic like the one in hand, I 
feel a kind of nausea ; I know that the average reader prefers 
records of big surgical feats and never before heard of cures by 
brand new remedies, newly imported from some brand new 
country. But if "It is my nature's plague to spy into abuse," 
I am in a measure reconciled to my fate by the fact that all raking 
up of stumbling blocks to the current and inveterate medical 
reasoning is like a bitter medicine ; it don't taste well, but it is a 
mighty great thing for one who likes it. 

Now, in good earnest, there is nothing more detrimental to 
science than knowledge, if the hooks with which it is fastened to 
some solid point on earth are continually loosened, so that, soar- 
ing high, it drifts like the rudderless balloon, at the mercy of the 
winds^ in the most unsubstantial stratum of terrestrial atmosr 
phere. 
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To make out of knowledge science, some methodic apparatus 
is therefore de rigueur^ lest medical libraries get full, and the 
heads of the physicians empty: *'The bookful blockhead, ignor- 
antly read, with loads of learned lumber in his head." 
' If it were the quantity of literature only, by which a physician 
could become wise, all of the doctors would swell the number 
of fools in the world, but '^Language is but the instrument con- 
veying to us things useful to be known" (Milton) and ^'If ideas 
and words were distinctly weighed and duly considered, they 
would afford us another sort of logic and critic than we have 
been hitherto acquainted with." (Locke) 

In the reluctance to treat in medicine so-called dry matter pre- 
vailing generally, topics like the above have all along the line been 
sadly neglected, and we dare state that there are in medical liter- 
ieiture a great many words for which it would be a laborious task 
to get out lawful papers of naturalization. In the course of 
history they creep in, are not wanted at all, but, because of their 
accomodating character, handled by way of preference ; and at 
last they assume the right of being, which confers upon good and 
bad the dumb and barren alike, a permanent existence : '^The 
things, we know, are neither rich nor rare, but wonder how the 
devil they got there." 

A perfect Robin Hood in lawful medicine is the term specific. 
Its home is the highway ; no doubt about that. But it has by the 
charm of its practical actuation proved so attractive, that no 
critical apparatus ever dared to earnestly undertake its exterritor- 
lalization, and there it is, defying through centuries by its popu- 
larity all legal inquest and suspension. 

The first historical record of the word dates as far back as 
Philippus Aureolus Bombastus Theophrastus Paracelsus ab 
Hohenheim, M. D., the great fermenting medical genius of the 
sixteenth century, who was so busy and had so much to do in up- 
setting the residual ideas of antiquity, that in the heat of his fire 
against them, he did not find the way among his own: ^'His head 
like a smoke-jack, the funnel unswept, and the ideas whirling 
round and round about in it, all obfuscated and darkened with 
fuliginous matter. ' ' (Sterne. ) 

Paracelsus claimed that there is a congruence of .disease and 
medicine according to which a disease might be given the nan^ 
of its remedy and classified by that (for instance, helleborot 
disease) and that by virtue of the substantial relation between 
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ererj special ailment and its specific remedy, this would be fare 
to core it, and none else. 

Paracelsus himself never undertook to support by experiment 
or argument the veracity of his assertion, and of his followers 
George Ernest Stahl most peremptorily refused to endorse his 
constructive materia medica. But among practitioners bis idea 
of specifics outlived him ; it was a nice expression, which, if true^ 
or the people made to believe in, would tell on the posi- 
tion of the medical adviser ; he could forthwith enter the sick 
chamber d la CcesaVy and the first of his records of cases would 
invariably be veni^ vidi, vici. For a while, in our own century, ii 
looked as though this flattering perspective was about to be real- 
ized. Shakespeare says, * ^Frailty thy name is woman,*' >but by 
way of heredity, it seems, some of it went over upon man. He 
cannot consider the strength, poise the weight, and discern the 
evidence of the clearest argumentations, where they would con- 
clude against his desires." (South,) And of this the founder of 
homoeopathy, took advantage by resuscitating the puerility of 
Paracelsus, and ruffing it up to a system, which extended and 
flourished in the proportion as it flattered the never abating hope 
of the public to make curing as easy as getting sick. 

It is not, by far, so surprising, however, that the homoeopathie 
extravagance was brought to light, and tried to coin money out 
of Paracelsus' specific excentricity, as that the profession a4 
large tolerated the idea of specifics, their rejection of the 
Hahnemannian system, notwithstanding, and up to this very da/ 
making use of the word, although its sense is more doubtful now 
than ever before. 

In case of defective evidence it is generally some solitary 
dashing point which is ostentaciously put forward to bear testl* 
mony. In the case of specifics quinine was made to play this part^ 
But its glory was not proof against the fading infiuence of tim« 
which confirmed in this instance again the truth of Pope'a 
distinction, '*To observations which ourselves we make, we grow 
more partial for the observer's sake." Later observers found 
new remedies which did the same thing as quinine, while thej 
missed many things which quinine was claimed to perform, and 
did not do. Not enough that this non plus ultra of specific drug 
action failed in very many acute cases to keep up its reputation^ 
it never benefitted anybody in chronic ones or after setting up i^ 
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WIerMiee, when hydrattis ptoved to be the better tedtedy 0t 
others were used to adyantage. But '*how nfte doth breed 4 
habit in a man!" The word once introduced into the medioii 
▼ooabulary, it was considered to mean something Mid mtttl 
ttand, though all experience clamored lond against its boastoA 
qualities the public and the profession were determined to be^ 
lieye in specifics, and specious physiological tests were made U> 
render this belief plausible, for ^'No man sets himself about 
anything but upon some view or other which serres him for a 
reason." (Locke.) The more the physiological test was pushed 
the more evident became the vicariousness of remedies. Specifies 
could oe picked out by the dozen, and there was nothing t^ 
bear down homoeopathy so ponderously as its embarras de richesse 
of symptoms. Mercury is reputed to be the great salivating 
agent, and no doubt it is, but salivation is caused also by arsenic^ 
gold, antimony, alum, eucalyptus, hydrastis, colchicum, 
stillingia, asafoetida, arnica, etc. It is belladonna with which 
habit has connected the idea of dilatation of the pupil. But this 
is caused as well by hydrocyanic acid, gelsemium , the bromide, 
cimicif uga and manganese. Again, whenever the professional mind 
dives into the sphere of mental action it is phosphorus which 
comes to the foreground ; to the intellect of the modern thinker 
phosphorus is the specific for an easing up of the fiow of ideas. 
But aside from the fact that alcohol never ceased to be the great 
Stand-by of all those with whom, when sober, the fiow of ideas it 
somewhat sluggish, there is ether, arsenic, cannabis indica or 
haschisch and asafcetida even, which in their action upon the 
cerebrum have an increased fiow of ideas among their prominent 
symptoms. As to the more common ones, as nausea, epigastric 
pain, vomiting, diarrhoea, there is hardly one among the more 
prominent drugs which does not own it. But as ** wonder is the 
effect of novelty upon ignorance," and *'men with un* 
bounded imagination often want the poise of judgment," 
it is natural that the faith in specific^ continues to have a wid^ 
range and numbers wait patiently for the Messiah of speoi- 
fio medication, for ^^susperstitious prophecies are not only the 
belief of fools, but the tack sometimes of wise men." 

An overwhelming corroboration was afforded the opinion of 
ibe vicariousness of medicine by the theory that all single diseases 
are in their diversity only pathological modifications of principal^ 
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-one and the same physiological state of things, the difference be- 
ing one of development only, occasioned by outer or inner cir- 
enmstances favoring the one or the other direction of hygienic 
impairments or morbid increment. This theory, is substantiated 
by the argument that the curing of disease depends precisely in 
4he same way as all physiological formation, upon the change of 
matter which in man takes place by disintegration and reintegra- 
tion of tissue ; and this, so far from being instituted, or directedi 
•or substantiated by any special drug, elementary or compound, 
is dependent upon a number of physiological conditions, which, 
moreover are in the fewer instances of absolute value, exerting 
•in most of the cases an influence only in so much as concomitant 
statAs are prevailing. This now generally established standpoint 
t)f medical science is a death-blow to the frail doctrine of specifics, 
but, as ^^we have different prospects to the same thing according 
to our position to it," (Locke) these considerations will continue 
to be slighted by all those *7^ho want a nice handy shingle to hide 
from themselves the truth, dawning upon them even, that a deep 
going revolution is creeping onward in the healing art and science. 
They will,as'long as it pays better, persist in supporting the fict- 
ion of specifics, for *'men are apt to prefer a prosperous error to 
an afilicting truth." 

Last, not least, we must mention the various technical thera- 
peutic contrivances, like electricity, massage, water treatment, 
<which bear upon this question of specifics, and we cannot but ad- 
mire the innocence of authors like Sidney Ringer and Roberts 
Bartholow, who in their works on therapeutics or materia medi- 
ca (it is hard to tell which is which) with an ominous repose of 
mind, give access to and treat alike these positive physiological 
manipulations and the physiologically tested drug action of their 
pathological specific. They do not seem to feel the glaring dis- 
crepancy of their proceeding and, dupes to a tradition — mix up a 
modern scientific standpoint with a force, that, although coquei- 
tishly assuming the exteribr of research, was virtually a mere 
fancy, born of barbarism and conceit, an arbitrary construo- 
iion of thought by a man who had neither a scientific knowledge 
of the relevant point, nor was, in the time he lived, in the posi- 
tion to procure it. 

Exceedingly characteristic for the thoroughness in general 
irith which medical therapeutics are handled by some writers, and 
ior the deus ex machina part which the term *^ specific" plays in 
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their explanations, is a remark of Roberts Bartholow, p. 148 of 
the third edition of his "Practical Treatise on Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics." After dwelling upon the small extent to which 
quinine in fevers and inflammatory diseases lessens the body heat, 
our author dismisses the astonishing fact that in malarial fever* 
its antipyretic action is most conspicuous, with the laconism, 
'*but,in this case, its action is specific." 

It would appear, indeed, from the utter disregard of the ob- 
ject of a medical text-book for students and practitioners, mani- 
fested by this pseudo-apothegmatic diction, as though the author 
did apply to school books the distinction of Friederich Schiller ? 

By what is wisely concealed 
The master of style is revealed. 

For from a didactic point of view, Bartholow's *'but, in thi» 
case, its action is specific" vies competitively fortunate with 
Sterne's stylistic nicety at the end of his Sentimental Journey, 
"I caught the fille de chambre." 



The Diagkostio Significakce of Pebsistekt akd Intebmittent- 
Chromopst. By A. D. Williams, M. D., of St. Louis. 

Incipient disease of the brain is oft en -extremely diflScultto di- 
agnose. In fact, in many cases there are absolutely no head 
symptoms that would lead the general practitioner to a suspicion 
even, of brain disease. It is therefore important that all phenom- 
ena which point with any degree of certainty in that direction 
should be well understood. I would therefore call attention to 
chromopsy as one which I think furnishes an almost infallible di- 
agnostic sign of brain lesion. : .\ 

The word chromopsy, or chromatopsy,has hitherto been indif- 
ferently applied to two distinct conditions, viz: (l),'a persistent 
state of vision in which rainbow colors appear constantly before 
the eye, and (2) intermittent instantaneous flashes of light and 
color. It is the former of these which has the diagnostic signifi- 
cance indicated, the latter having quite a different meaning,as we 
shall see. The following is a case in point,illustrative of persis- 
tent chromopsy. 

A short time ago I was consulted by a man apparently thirty 
years of age, who had suffered total loss of vision in one eye, and 
great impairment in the other. This had happened almost with- 
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Wt bui beiBg ftw«r« of whtt was ooottrring, fo far, al least, as 
fsio is ooaosr«sd. His general kealUi is perfect in all respects. 
He sleeps well, has a good appetite, and has never had the slight- 
est headache. He states that several years ago, without anj 
known oanse,ptosis of the right lid suddenly developed, but after 
a time it gradually disappeared. At the same time he noticed 
that the vision of his left eye was defective. This grew rapidly 
worse until the eye became totally blind. Soon afterwards the 
right eye began to fail, the condition growing worse rapidly up 
tp about two years ago, when the process seemed to become sta- 
tionery. 

Examination of the left eye reveals central vision nearly per- 
fect, while peripheral vision is almost destroyed. The patient 
says that it seems as though he were looking through a tube. 
The consequence is that while he can see the whole of a large ob- 
ject if placed at a distance, if the same is near by he can see only 
a limited portion thereof. The ophthalmoscope reveals well- 
marked white atrophy of both nerves, both being nearly snow- 
white. 

The most interesting thing in connection with the case is that 
aU objects have the appearance to the patient of being colored 
nearly uniformly green and pink commingled ;but while these colors 
appear to be mingled, e^h color seems to be distinct. They are 
never absent,day or night, and appear to cover every object looked 
at by him. 

The diagnosis was simply disease of the brain, the nature of 
which cannot be determined as yet. In no other way can we ae- 
count for the primary ptosis and the later atrophy of the optic 
nerve. The prognosis is hopeless — ^tbe man is certain to become 
totally blindj , I attempt no explanation of the phenomena. 

Intermit{Bilt chromopsia, or flashes of light before the eye, in- 
dicate disease' of the optic nerve, retina or choroid, or of all com- 
bined. The phenomena in this class of cases are different from 
those in the former. Instead of the persistence of colors, we 
have flashes of light, lightning-like in rapidity. Sometimes they 
appear as sparks of fire, at others like luminous balls of various 
colors,8ometime8 floating slowly and at others flashing,like arrows, 
across the field of vision. Occasionally they are described ai 
moving in circles or semi-circles. 

As I stated in a former article, if we could get at the optic 
nerve or retina and pinch it, the result would be, not pain, but a 
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1Mb of light. TbtMfi flaohct, thefef or«, indioate that the neire or 
Hit rf tina is prMsed upon by an exudation from some inflamma- 
tory proeeas. When the choroid alone is involved the retina is irri- 
tated and made '*to flash" because it lies against the choroid. 



hospital notes. 

ST. LOUIS CITY HOSPITAL. 

H. C. Dalton, M. D., Superintendent. 

XXII. — Htstero-Epilepsy. By Bransford Lewis, M. D., As- 
sistant Superintendent. 

Rose O. , set 32, German, married, housewife. Patient's family 
history and constitution were good ; her general health was good 
up to two years ago. Fifteen years ago she suffered from * 'brain 
fever" but made a complete recovery. Her last illness began 
about Aug. 1st, 1887, with a sudden convulsive seizure, in which 
she was found by other occupants of the house. She was rolling 
over the floor in a blanket, breathing hard, with eyes turned up 
and a small amount of foam coming from ber mouth. She ap- 
peared to be unconscious, and afterwards claimed that that con- 
dition had existed. On recovering from the attack she slept for 
about an hour. She suffered intense pain in the head and abdo- 
men for two or three days, after which she felt well for six weeks. 
At the end of that time, without warning or previous ill feeling, 
•he experienced a second epileptoid attack, closely resembling 
the first, and followed by the same symptoms, such as abdominal 
pain, intense headache, marked insomnia and restlessness. She 
was l^en seen for the first time by one of the Hospital staff, who 
noticed some protrusion of the right eye. This had not been 
observed before, either by the husband or wife, but when the at- 
tention of the latter was called to it, she said that there was a 
•ensadan of fulness about it. Upon testing the vision, the left eye 
appeared to be normal, but she could not distinguish the number 
of fingers held up before the right eye. No ophthalmoscopic 
examination was made. Tenderness of the right ovary was 
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marked ; no other abnormality of the pelvic organs was discov- 
erable, and the thoracic and abdominal viscera gave no physical 
evidence of any disorder. The patient was quite weak during 
the next few days ; had no appetite, and slept little, notwith-^ 
standing the fact that bromides with some chloral were given. 
Her respiration was greatly increased in frequency. The epilep- 
toid attacks recurred nearly every day. Without uttering a cry 
of any kind, she would suddenly roll her eyes up, assume the 
opisthotonic attitude, breathe laboriously, the pupillary reflex 
being absent. In about three or four minutes, she would rather 
suddenly regain the seemingly absent consciousnessi« and would 
then suffer as before described. 

The exophthalmia gradually disappeared, but vision is still 
affected to the same extent. Under the influence of moral and 
tonic treatment, the patient recovered within two weeks after her 
entrance to the hospital. 

XXIII. — ^Typhoid Fever, with Relapse. By Bransford Lewis, 

M. D., Assistant Superintendent. 

J. S., male, aged 19, American, single, laborer, was admitted 
Aug. 2l8t, 1887. Family history, constitution and general health 
was said to have been excellent. The patient claimed to have 
recovered from an attack of typhoid fever three weeks before 
our first acquaintance with him, and that eight days before, he 
had begun to have daily exacerbations of fever, during some of 
which be had been delirious. His bowels had been constipated. 
At the time of his first examination, he was stupid and unable to 
bring his attention to bear on the questions asked. His face was 
flushed, tongue coated white and dotted with reddened papillse ; 
pulse 120, temperature 105** Fah. Appetite was nil, thirst in- 
creased. Sleep disclosed a tendency to muttering delirium, 
which soon continued while he was awake. About Aug. 26th, 
the typhoid papules appeared on the abdomen, gurgling and ten- 
derness were present in the right iliac region ; the mouth became 
dry and sordes developed on the teeth. The bowels were loose 
and typhoidal in character. To determine the question of a for- 
mer recent attack of typhoid fever, Dr. Wm. A. Fries, his at- 
tending physician, was asked the nature of his illness ; his answer- 
will be quoted: ''I treated T. S. from July 26th, to Aug. 8th, for- 
typhoid fever ; he had been treated for some time previously by 
another physician. While under my observation he had continuous^ 
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fever, well marked tenderness in the right iliac region, with 
gurgling which could be noticed at examination ; and a slight 
diarrhoea. I was told that during the night there was delirium, 
but in the day no such manifestation could be noticed. His 
tongue was parched and coated with a dark brown substance, 
and sordes were marked — in fact it was, in my estimation, as 
typical a case of typhoid fever as ever came under my observa- 
tion." 

The patient recovered from his second attack gradually, in 
conformity with the established custom of well regulated 
typhoids, and departed with the injunction not to tempt Provi- 
dence and the doctor by a third such illness. 

It may be stated that a case similar to the above occurred in 
the hospital last summer, the various stages of prodromes, erup- 
tion, etc. , being passed through in both attacks. 



Clinical Heports from private practice. 

An Unusual Case op Tympanophony.* By Frank M. Rumbold, 
M. D.jOf St. Louis. 

C. B , aet. 17 years, tall and slender, called at my office 

August 8th, '87, complaining of an ''echo" in his right ear. He 
had been subject to colds from infancy. About three weeks ago 
he began to have profuse and frequent epistaxes, for which a 
local physician sprayed his nostrils with a strong solution of 
boracic acid. The pain from this application was so severe that 
the patient cried and would not go back for other treatments. 
Immediately after this application he began to be annoyed with 
the ''echo" and with deafness of that ear. 

Upon examination I noticed that both nostrils were almost clos- 
ed by a swollen condition of the turbinated processes, and that 
the right eustachian tube was wide open and flabby looking. The 
tympanic membrane of the affected ear was flattened. After four 
treatments with vaselin and oil of eucalyptus, with spray pro- 
ducers numbers 4, 5, 1 and 2, the "echo" ceased and the tympanic 

*Bead before the Am. Bhinological Association, Sept. let, 1887. 
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membrane began to be slightly concave. After the sixth treat- 
ment the cone of light became nearly normal ; nasal respiration 
was much improved and at the date of writing (August 17th) 
the hearing in this ear is as good as that in the other. 

The chief points of interest in this case are the youth of the 
patient ; the apparent cause of the tympanophony and the rap- 
idity of the relief of the disagreeable symptom. This complaint 
generally occurs after the age of thirty-flve years. 



Laoebated Wound op the Thumb. — Consbbvative Subgebt of 
THE Hand. By B. von Steinmbtz, M. D., of St. Louis. 

Conservative surgery, especially of the upper extremities is, 
or at any rate ought to be the object of every conscientious sur- 
geon, as no mechanical contrivance or apparatus has yet been in- 
vented to take the place of the hand or fingers, and least of all of 
the thumb. Besides, the vascular supply of the hand is such, 
that there is a very good chance of recovery, even when a part of 
a finger is entirely cut off, if it be quickly readjusted and kept in 
proper apposition. The following case is to the point: 

J. L. , age 15 years, came to the City Dispensary on August 
16th, with a^lacerated wound of the left hand and thumb, caused 
by a circular saw. The laceration extended from the junction of 
the scaphoid and semi-lunar bones, forward and outward, injur- 
ing the OS magnum, trapezoid, metacarpal bone of the index fin- 
ger, and cutting through the first phalanx of the thumb ; so that 
the thumb was held only by a piece of integument and lay on 
the dorsum of the hand. 

The boy wanted me to amputate the thumb, but I told him 
that the whole thumb might possibly be saved. Accordingly I 
sewed the loose end to the proximal part of the thumb, dressed 
the wound antiseptically and put the hand and arm on an anter- 
ior splint. In four days, the distal end showed signs of granu- 
lation and in two weeks, the wound had filled up and was healing 
rapidly. 

To-day, Oct. 12th, the severed phalanges have united, and the 
boy has very good use of his thumb. From the first dressing of 
the wound to the removal of the splint, there was absolutely no 
pain and no elevation of temperature, which I attribute to the 
antiseptic treatment. 
820 Beaumont Street. 
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Corresponbence. 

TORN-OUT TENDONS. 

Editors St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal : 
. Allow me to add one more to your very interesting list of 
tom-out tendons, illustrative of the position advanced by Dr. 
Mclntyre, viz: that "whenever tendons are extended to the- 
point of rupture, and especially when they are torn out, rupture 
occurs at the points of muscular attachment" (St. Louis Med- 
ical AND Surgical Journal for July, 1887, p. 21). 

The case is briefly as follows : O. B. , a machinist in care of a 
rimmer, had his right thumb caught in a rim of brass. In at* 
tempting, to release it, the member was torn off at its metacarpo- 
phalangeal articulation, bringing away with it the flexor longu9 
pollicis. The latter gave way at its source of origin, or its 
''points of muscular attachment," as you may see in the speci- 
men. 




FiG« 14. 

Fig. 14 represents the thumb with the flexor attached. By 

examining the specimen sent herewith you will see the reason 

why the ea^ensor did not come away in the same manner, — the 

deep cut across the back of the thumb abundantly accounting 

for its severance. The head of the metacarpal bone was so 

dennded as to necessitate its removal for the formation of a flap. 

The wound received only one or two dressings. There was no 

inflammation, and no abscesses were formed along the track of 

the tom-out tendon — ^the external wounds healing by first inten- 
tion. 

RoBT. J. Hill, M. D. 

St. Louis, Mo., Nov. 15th. 1887. 
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THE FAHNY 8UTUBB. 

Our readers will remember that in the Journal for January, 
1887, p. 63, we described ''a suture that is painless and leaves 
no scar" which had been used by the writer (one of the editors) 
occasionally for at least ten years. It consisted essentially of 
attaching a piece of adhesive plaster to each lip of the wound 
and passing the suture from edge to edge of these, after the man- 
ner of a shoe or corset lacing. In the article we stated that per- 
forated or porous plaster could be used in the same manner. 

To our very great surprise, we find in the advertising pages 
of the N, T, Mediccd Record an advertisement of the "Farny 
Suture," which is identically the suture described by us, and 
which we find was patented on July 13th, 1887, or about six months 
after the publication of the method in the Joubnal. 

Dr. Henry C. Dunavent, of Osceola, Miss. Co. , Arkansas, will 
bear witness that this identical method was used by us in a plas- 
tic operation on the face of a boy at least ten years ago. Dr. 
Waldo Briggs, of this city, will also certify that the method was 
described to him by the writer not less than six or seven years ago, 
and that it has been used by him, occasionally, in hare-lip and 
similar operations ever since that time. 

Under the circumstances, we cannot see by what right Mr. 
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Farny or anybody else can claim this sature, or how a patent 
can be issued for the same. At any rate, we shall continue to use 
the same, as we have done for the past ten or twelve years, and 
the pantentee will have a good time enforcing his rights. 

ABUSIVE MEDICAL JOUBNALISM. 

Acerbity in medical journalism may be pardonable, under cer- 
tain conditions, but brutality is never justifiable. While the 
former may be due to just resentment, the latter is always the 
outcome of coarseness. It is not at all necessary to lower one's 
self to the level of the prize fighter in order to make an expres- 
sion hit the mark. In fact, the more refined, the deeper the 
sarcasm, the more marked the result. But when a brutal fling 
is made it becomes a boomerang, — harmless to him against whom 
it is directed, but recoiling with full force on him who uses it. 
Two examples of this species of writing have lately appeared in 
a couple of our esteemed cotemporaries. 

The first of these is from the Oct. 22nd, 1887 issue of the 
Weekly Medical Review^ and is as follows : 

The distinguished dermatologist. Prof. Unna, while in New 
York City, is daid to have been called in consultation over the 
case of a well-known and wealthy lady here. The fee received, 
$6,000, is probably one of the largest ever obtained by a derm- 
atologist. — Med. Bee. 

"That's nothing ; we remember of a bankrobber who received 
a fee of $50,000 for one visit to the bank, and it was not the 
largest fee ever received by a bank-robber, either. Between the 
dermatologist and the bank- robber we cannot see much differ- 
ence, except that the dermatologist lacked the adamantine nerve 
to ask for $50,000 instead of $6,000. His services were worth 
the one fee just as easily as they were the other." 

We must candidly confess that we were surprised at finding 
so gratuitous and scurrilous a fling in a journal which so ardently 
supported the Congress of which the assailed was an honored and 
distinguished member. Nay, more than that, he was the wel- 
come guest of the association of which two of the editors of the 
Meview were oflScers; and this assault upon him, after he had 
broken our bread and returned to his home, betrays a spirit in- 
explicable to us. As to the remarks themselves, they need no 
comment. They betray their author as a professional failure, to 
whom a well-earned acknowledgment of merit in another is as 
gall and wormwood. 
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The second example of the kind of journalism referred to is 

to be found in the Nmo England Medical Monthly, for Oct. 15th. 

It occurs in the course of an editorial, ostensibly a retrospective 

glance at the recent Congress, but really an annular eulogy of 

certain gentlemen who, in due course of the journalistic whirl, 

are expected to pay back the flattery with interest. This is a 

matter of monthly and weekly habit, and is duly understood as 

a matter of course, and it is not to this, but to the foil — ^the 

dark background skillfully depicted by the editor in order to 

throw into bolder relief the transcendent virtues of the eulogized, 

that we take exception. Listen to this : 

' 'Another thought at this time arises, and that is, was this op- 
position, bom in self conceit, nurtured in hate and breathing on- 
ly the spirit of vengeance, American? Were these men by birth 
Americans, by education Americans, by interests Americans? 
We think if the records are carefully looked over, there will be 
found one or two in Kentucky, (Louisville), Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington, New York and Boston, but the mase of them have queer 
sounding names, which have a foreign accent thai does not savor 
of American ideas. The Anarchists of the Medical Profession 
are not in the true sense Americans, prizing above everything the 
honor of their country and the honor of a noble profession. Self 
interest with them seems to be everything, and it is impossible 
for them to rise up above the question of medical politics." 

Were it not that the context forbids such a construction, we 
should be inclined to accept this as sarcastic raillery instead of 
sober earnest. Since when, we pray, has the ''queer sound" or 
the "foreign accent" of a man's name been made the test and 
measure of his patriotism, his Americanism, his respect for the 
laws, or his scientific attainments? By what reasoning does the 
writer of this twaddle convert a 't;an,' a 'von/ a '(fe,' or an ac- 
cented letter iato evidences of "medical anarchism?" A wise 
process that, which converts a Parsons or a Fielden into model 
citizens and places under the ban the law abiding descendents of 
the Huguenots, the Knickerbockers and the Conquerors. 

The idea would be absurd were it not so impertinent, and 
laughable were it not so invidious. It is a deliberate insult to 
every American physician of foreign birth or extraction, whose 
parents did not have the forethought, or who himself was not 
toUey enough to transpose a letter or two in his name and thus 
confer upon it an English look, at least. 

The St. Louis Mbdica^l and Suboical Journal was friendly 
to the Congress, and although one of its editors chances to have 



1887.] Editorials, 355 

a "queer sounding name" with a "foreign accent," we never 
missed an opportunity of rebuking and deprecating the efforts of 
the obstructionists who were conspiring to make it a failure. We 
may therefore, even at the risk of being styled "medical anarch- 
ists," now make an assertion, concerning the Congress, which 
hitherto we have left unsaid for fear of giving aid and comfort to 
its enemies, and it is this ; that no inconsiderable amount of the 
lukewarmness and even open opposition to the Congress, among 
physicians not only of "queer sounding" and foreign, but of good 
old English names, grew out of the fact, which soon became 
patent to all that a certain clique or ring, actuated by that very 
"spirit of self-interest which made it impossible for them to rise 
above the question of medical politics," had seized upon the event 
as an opportunity of boosting themselves into fame and notoriety. 
This ring was organized at the St. Louis meeting of the American 
Medical Association, and consisted of the editors of certain 
medical journals who pledged themselves to copy from eaeh other, 
and to praise, flatter and tickle each other at every possible op- 
portunity. How weU they carried out their agreement we leave 
to the readers and to the files of their respective journals. They 
attempted to manipulate things to the f utherance of their designs 
at the Chicago meeting, but were not altogether successful. 

While this fact was notorious, and while there were many who 
tike ourselves, maintained silence concerning it, there were others 
who preferred seeing the Congress fail rather than that this clique 
should reap their coveted reward. We have no excuses to make 
for this latter class, because they were actuated by that very 
spirit of "self interest" which gave birth and life to the ring 
which they were fighting. So long as the New England Medical 
Monthly confines its diatribes to them, although to our minds it 
IS simply a case of pot calling kettle black, we have nothing to 
say — even though in its self-styled defence of "the honor of a 
noble profession" it should (to use the editor's own words else- 
where in the article referred to) exhibit a "spleen belonging to 
the hoodlum combined with the weakness of infants and 
children." 

Whenever be again exhibits his know-nothing tendencies and 
attacks a8"medical anarchists"those whose only crime is thatthey 
have failed to follow his example to Anglicize their names, he will 
again hear from us. 
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CONDUCTKD BY 

Frank L. James, Ph. D., M. D., of St. Loui», Mo. 

What is Karyokinesis? is a question asked by C. Schroetter^ 
M. D., by ^ ^Medical Student," and by several otiier ccHrespond- 
ents. A cemprehensive answer would take more space then we 
have to spare in this issue of the Journal (owing to the 
encroachments of the index for 1887), but will be given in the 
January number, along with the best method of procedure for 
studying the phenomena. In response to the first named 
querist, however, we will say that either of the first two methods 
of spelling given by him (karyokinesis or caryocinesis) is cor- 
rect, while the third (karyocynesis) is manifestly incorrect. The 
term is derived from two G-reek words, viz: karuon, a seed or 
kernel, hence nudefus^ and TcinMs^ a flowing or moving. Literal- 
ly, therefore, it means *'a flowing or moving of the nucleus," 
and is synonymous with karyolysis^ which is sometimes used to 
signify the same series of phenomena, viz ; the method of cell 
reproduction by division brought about indirectly by the multi- 
plication of nuclei, in the progress of which process the so-cal- 
led '*karyokinetic figures" are produced. 

Gundlach's Apochromatic Objectives. — ^At the Pittsburgh 
meeting of the American Society of Microscopists, Mr. Ernest 
Gundlach exhitited some objectives made, after formulae of his 
own, partly with ordinary optical glass and partj' with the new 
glass from the manufactury of Schott & Co. (the Abb6-Zeis& 
apochromatic). I had the pleasure of testing some of these 
objectives and of comparing their results with those of Zeisa 
made after the original formulae, and have no hesitation in giving 
the preference in every instance to Mr. Gundlach's work. The 
comparative amount of light admitted in the Gundlach lenses i^ 
really remarkable, while in clearness and sharpness of definition 
there is scarcely anything left to wish for. I shall, at no distant 
day, be able to give the readers of the Journal more detailed in« 
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formation concerning these remarkable objectives. One immense^ 
advantage which they possess over those of Zeiss and other 
makers, is that they do not require a specially constructed and 
corrected eye-piece but give equally good results with any well 
constructed Huygenian ocular. In speaking of Mr. Gundlach'a 
objectives I would especially call the attention of physicians, 
working in bacteriology and, indeed, in any direction requiring 
high powers, to his one-tenth (^^') glycerin immersion, new 
formula. Considering the price this is one of the most remark- 
able objectives ever made by anybody, possessing at once a mag- 
nificent defining power combined with perfect flatness of field 
and an extraordinary working distance. The price at which they 
are sold ($25.00) puts them within the reach of every worker 
with the microscope. Could I not supply its place by another by 
the same maker I would not part with the one which I have for 
five times its cost. 



CLINICAL MICROSCOPICAL TECHNOLOGY. 
X. Examination of Sbmbn. 

§ XXVI. Spermatozoa in the Urine. — The technique of 
the examination of urine for spermatozoids has already been 
given in the section on the examination of urinary deposits. It 
will be remembered, however, that as the element must be 
washed out of the urethra, naturally enough, the first urine which 
passes out will contain the greater bulk of them. It is therefore 
advisable when such a course can be pursued, that the first ounce 
or two of the fluid should alone be preserved for examination. 
Under such circumstances if spermatozoa be present in any quan- 
tity, they will be found in a drop of the urine removed with a 
pipette without waiting for the liquid to settle. Where urine is 
brought for examination without this precaution having beea 
taken, it should be placed in a settling glass and allowed to stand 
for several hours, the clear supernatant liquid may then be poured. 
off and the examination made as heretofore directed. 

The mere presence of spermatozoids, even in great quantities, 
in a single sample of urine must not, however, be accepted as 
proof of spermatorrhoea, since involuntary emissions may occa-~ 
sionally occur, under certain circumstances, to persons enjoying 



^58 



Editorial Dbpartkent. 



[Dec. , 



perfect health. They may also occur as a sequel or concomitant 
-of the debility following a protracted illness. 

It is only when they happen with some degree of frequence 
and regularity that the condition becomes that which is meant 
by the term spermatorrhoea. When the emissions are of the char- 
acter above referred to, the spermatozoids will usually be found 
entangled or meshed in stringy shreds of mucus ; but the only 
sure way to determine the nature of the case without a doubt is 
to subject the urine to examination for several successive days. 

§ XXVII. EXAHINATION OF UbETHBAL DISCHARGES. — The 

physician is frequently consulted by patients who complain of a 
more or less constant discharge from the urinary meatus, which 
they imagine, or are led to believe, is spermatorrhoea. This dis- 
charge may be thin and watery, or it may be viscid, glairy and 
tenacious, and possess many of the characteristics of true semen. 
Such patients usually suffer more from the mental than the phys- 
ical effects of these discharges, especially when they have fallen 
into the hands of incompetent or unscrupulous advisors, or when 
they have had recourse to the pernicious literature of the 
•quacks and frauds who abound in all large cities, and who regard 
these unfortunates as their special and legitimate prey. 

Here again the technique is perfectly simple, the examination 
requiring neither reagents nor preparation, thus enabling the phy- 
sician to make a demonstration, if necessary, which will satisfy 
•the mind of the patient himself, while it unfolds its story to the 
professional consultant. A clean slip of glass is pressed firmly 
gainst the lips of the urinary meatus and made to receive a small 




Fig. 15. 

Amount of the discharge. If the latter be at all abundant it 
should be spread out on the slip in the manner heretofore de- 
•scribed in such cases, i.e. : by taking another clean slip, apply- 
ing one end of it to the slide, on or near the drop of fluid, and 
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irhile holding it an angle of 45^, bringing it lightly but evenly 
over the surface of the slide . The foregoing cut shows the 
position of the slips, the arrow marking the directionin which the 
upper slip should move. 

When the suspected matter is not very abundant this process 
Is not necessary. The slide may be placed on the stage of the 
microscope and examined either with or without the application 
•of a cover-glass. 

The presence of spermatozoids in any quantity will be very 
certain indication that the flow is true spermatorrhoea, and their 
absence an almost equally certain proof that it is due to urethral 
inflammation or prostatorrhoea. If the physician desires to go 
further into the matter and determine the exact nature of the 
flow, he need only bear in mind the following facts: 

(a). If the matter under examination shows the following 
morphological elements, it is indicative of urethral inflamma' 
Mon, viz: 

Leucocytes in great abundance. 

Cylindrical (urethral) epithelium in greater or less plenty. 

Red blood corpuscles, the number of which depends upon the 
activity of the inflammation. 

(6). When due to prostatorrhoea the morphological elements 
of the fluid will consist of — 

Little whitish masses of epithelial cells, mostly cylindrical. 

Numerous highly refractive, colorless granules of a size vary- 
ing from one-tenth to one-half that of a red blood cor- 
puscle, some of them even attaining quite the size. 

A certain number, very variable, of small starch-like masses 
of irregular size and shape. 

§ XXVin. The Virility of Semen. — When freshly ejacu- 
lated semen is allowed to stand for some hours at the normal tem- 
perature a very remarkable change occurs in its appearance and 
structure, both microscopic and macroscopic. After the lapse 
of a certain time, varying from eight or ten to twenty-four hours, 
According to the temperature surrounding it, the material will be 
seen to have separated into two distinct layers, the upper of 
which is nearly colorless and more fluid, and the lower more 
opaque and viscid. Examination of a portion of the upper layes, 
carefully removed with a pipette, will show it to be almost free 
from all morphological elements except spermatozoids, and even 
these will be in vastly lessened quantity. The lower layer will. 
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as would naturally be expected, contain all of them in greater 
quantities except the large gelatinous lumps spoken of in § XXY., 
i. These will have disappeared, presumably dissolved in the 
surrounding liquid. In place of these we find certain crystaline 
substances ^spermatic crystals. Some of these crystals are ev- 
idently triple phosphate, but the nature of the others has not been 
accurately determined, Boettcher claiming them to be of an 
albuminoid character, while Schreiner and others think them a 
phosphate of an organic base, having approximately the formula 
CsHiN. Without going further into the matter, in an ex- 
amination made to determine a question of so delicate a 
nature as that indicated by the title of this paragraph, it is plain 
that the sample to be studied should be fresh, or preserved in 
such a manner as to retain its normal condition. 
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Diseases. 

CONDUCTED BY 

A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A. M., M. D., of St. Louis. 

Elephantiasis induced by Posture. — It has been a matter 
of observation, by all those who have devoted any considerable 
degree of attention to elephantiasis, that the disease is almost al- 
ways found in the lower extremities. The cause of this is ex- 
plained quite satisfactorily by Dr. E. D. Mapotber, who attri- 
butes the trouble to the posture of the individual, irrespective of 
climatic or racial influence. At the late meeting of the British 
Medical Association, held in Dublin, he read a paper on this sub- 
ject. He stated that a study of the conditions which lead to the 
disease in tropical countries seems to him to prove it due to 
blockage of those subcutaneous lymphatics which are mainly 
active while muscles are keeping up the erect posture. Jonathan 
Hutchinson, in a recent publication, stated that, "As favoring 
the production of elephantoid conditions, it is almost essential 



1887.] Dekmatologt akd Gbioto-Ubikabt Diseases. 361 

that the part affected shoald be pendulous, or, as in the case of 
the lower extremity, at a hydrostasic disadvantage in reference 
to its circulation.'' If this be true, elevation, upward frictions, 
and compression with elastic bandages should be useful measures 
to adopt, during the stage of inflammatory oodema. 

Syphilitic Acne of the Nose. — ^M. Horand calls attention 
to a syphiloderm, in le Lyon Medical, which has not been as yet 
carefully described. In syphilitic acne of the nose we have a 
cutaneous trouble limited to the alsB and body of that organ. 
It consists of pustules, of the size of a split pea, some of which 
are topped by blackish crusts. They may be either discrete 
or confluent. The skin upon which they rest is of a 

dark-red color, thickened, of a doughy feel and often containing 
the scars of former pustules. When the entire nose is affected 
it is increased in volume and more or less deformed in shape. 
The lesion begins as a circumscribed redness of the skin, upon 
which a pustule appears. As this discoloration extends, new 
pustules appear and the skin thickens. During this period, the 
old pustules burst, ulcerate and finally cicatrize. The troubles 
with which this affection might be confounded are : acne rosa- 
cea, acne indurata, impetigo or lupus. In the syphiloderm there 
are no subjective pains whatever. Pain is absent and the ulcer- 
ation which takes place is accompanied by very little secretion, 
which latter forms a blackish crust. Constitutional treatment 
is eflicient and rapid in its action. 

Red Chromidrosis. — ^At the last meeting of the French As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Science, held at Toulouse, M. 
Andres of that city reported a case of red chromidrusis. The pa- 
tient was a young man of 22, not hysterical, who was affected 
with a red or rose-colored transudation on each wrist and under 
the finger-nails. A microscopic examination showed it to be 
composed of reddish granules, isolated or mingled with epiderm- 
ic cells. M. Le Roy de Mericourt who reported the first case of 
this nature to the Paris Academy of Medicine, March 25, 1884, 
declared formally that he entertained no doubt whatever that this 
was another case. While a large number of cases of colored sweat 
have been reported there are very few indeed, that are genuine. 
Late researches made of supposed cases of this trouble, have 
generally revealed bacteria or some micro-organism as the cause 
of the coloration, and it is only those in which careful micros- 
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copic examination has been made, that can be accepted as gen^- 
nine. 

Diet in Skin DiseaseB. — Dr. James C. White, in an interest- 
ing paper on the above subject {Journal of Cutaneous and Venereal 
Diseases) states, among other tilings, that alcohol in excess may 
permanently enlarge the facial capillaries, produce dermatitis and 
furuncles, and other inflammatory troubles. Acid fruits produce 
in some persons acute eczema, the type being erythematous and 
papular. Strawberries produce urticaria. Apples sometimes 
produce an acnef orm eruption about the mouth. In children they 
produce the so-called ''apple humor" at times. This consists of 
clustered vesicles or shallow impetiginous or ecthymatous les- 
sions on the lower part of the face. Some nuts, especially the 
English walnut, produce an irritation of the lining membrane of 
the mouth in some. A herpetic eruption about the edges of the 
lips may also be caused. Lobsters, crabs, mussels, oysters, 
clams, etc., produce urticaria in a limited number of persons. In 
some again a particular meat has the same effect. These are im- 
portant points to bear in mind, not only when prescribing a diet 
for a patient, but also in an examination, as they may often ac- 
count for the skin trouble which is present. 

Leprosy. — The cases of leprosy which occur in .this country^ 
especially in whites, have more or less interest attached to them. 
Ever since the discovery of the specific bacillus of this disease and of 
more or less successful methods of treatment, this interest has 
been considerably increased. At a meeting ef the Philadelphia 
County Medical Society held Oct. 12, last. Dr. Van Harlingen 
presented a case and detailed two others which had come under 
his observation. The first case was a Cuban woman, of about 50 
who was affected with ansesthetic leprosy of a mild type. The 
general health did not seem to have suffered materially. After 
a very short period of treatment the patient disappeared. In the 
second case there was a mixture of the tuberculous and ansesthetic 
varieties. The patient was a woman of 40, who lived fourteen 
years in Brazil and while there bore her husband a child, now 
12 H years old and affected with marked and severe ansesthetic 
leprosy in the earlier stages, being the third case detailed. Dr. 
Van Harlingen regards the malady as contagious and thinks that 
there Is no question that the disease is on the increase in this 
country. He also states that cases have been reported as occur- 
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ing de novo in Americans who never left the country. I have ob- 
served a casejof this nature also in a woman, and have her chilli 
under observation. In regard to contagiousness I am inclined to 
think that|if the disease is due to a bacterium, infection and not 
contagion is the true method of its propogation. 

SHORT TALKS ON DERMATOLOGY. 

Under the above caption the Editor of this Department proposes, in 
each number of the Journal, to give a short practical synopsis of the 
pi*incipal points attaching to the diagnosis and treatment of some skin 
disease. No attempt will be made to follow any classification, but dis-^ 
eases wiJl be taken np as they suggest themselves. 

XXVI. MOLLUSCUH FlBBOSUM. 

This affection of the skin, which is also known as moUuscum 
simplex, is a connective-tissue new-growth, of rather infrequent 
occurrence. It appears as elevated, sessile or pedunculated 
tumors which vary considerably in size. At times they are not 
any larger than a pea, or even smaller, and at others form enor« 
mous masses. Both extremes may be found in the same case,, 
together with intermediate sizes. Whilst molluscum fibroSum 
may occur singly, we generally find that numbers of the tumors 
exist. To the feel they appear soft and elastic, as a rule, al- 
though we occasionally find one of more density and almost ten- 
dinous in the sensation which it imparts upon manipulation. 
The skin which covers these tumors is apparently normal and not 
unfrequently reddish in color. In the smaller forms it is of the 
same thickness as the surrounding skin, but in the larger growths 
it is thinner and at times the blood-vessels are quite apparent. 

These fibromata occur principally upon the trunk, as well on 
the chest as upon the back, there being no site of predilection. 
The trunk is most often involved, but in connection with it, the 
face, genitalia and limbs are also the seat of disease. When the 
trouble is limited to one or two lesions, we find it in no particular 
part ; the auricle, or some other portion of the head or face being 
as liable to become the seat of the trouble as the trunk. 

The growth of these tumors is very slow, but almost always 
continuous for quite a length of time, although very irregular.. 
Whilst some will never become larger than a pea, others continue 
increasing in volume until they weigh many pounds. There are 
no subjective symptoms observed in this affection^ as a rule. In 
the case of large tumors, however, the weight of the mass not 
only proves inconvenient but frequently produces irritation and 
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thus proves a source of pain and annoyance, which is intensified 
tf the process be permitted to go on until ulceration is estaolish- 
ed. 

There can scarcely be any trouble in recognizing molluscum 
fibrosum. It can be distinguished from lipoma by the fact that 
the latter has a soft, doughy consistence and is more or less lob- 
ulated and does not occur in such great numbers. Besides, it is 
not sessile or pedunculated, as a rule, until it has attained a con- 
eiderable size and then it is easily recognized. In molluscum 
^pitheliale, we have a dome-shaped lesion, with a central punc- 
tum and depression and other characteristics which have already 
been described. Cysticercus cellulosse of the skin is a very rare 
trouble. We have here a number of lesions, uniformily firm in 
consistence and equal in size. Multiple neuromata, which con- 
sist largely of fibrous tissue, are distinguished from fibromata by 
the fact that they are always the seat of marked pain. In 
lymphangioma cutis, there is present in addition to the lesions, 
more or less general involvement of the lymphatic system and 
lymph troubles can be clearly made out. 

Molluscum fibrosum occurs in both sexes about equally. It 
generally begins in childhood or near the approach of puberty 
and the growth goes on slowly from this time on, becoming a 
source of annoyance in i^dult life, on account of the deformity 
produced. It is not frequently seen, but this may be due to the 
fact that many persons have but a few of the lesions in portions 
of the body not ordinarily visible. I have seen a number of such 
cases and they did not care to undergo any treatment, nor did 
they pay any attention to their trouble. The health of those 
subject to fibromata of the skin is, in general, good. They are, 
however, stunted in size. The cause of the disease is not known ; 
some observers contend that it is inherited, having observed its 
transmission through three generations. 

The structure of molluscum fibrosum depends a great deal 
upon its age. In young lesions there is a more or less gelatinous 
condition, whilst in the older it becomes distinctly fibrous. It is 
essentially a connective-tissue new-growth and consists, when 
fully developed, of a white fibrous mass in a dense capsule. 
When large, the center is soft, in many cases. As to the origin, 
there is still some question. The mass of evidence goes to 
prove that the new-growth takes its origin in the connective tis- 
sue of the fat underlying the skin. 



1887.] Eye jlsd Ear. 365 

The treatment is almost entirely surgical, when it is at all pos- 
sible. In those eases where almost all the skin of a patt is in- 
volved no treatment is scarcely possible unless it be electrolysis, 
which may prove of benefit in many cases. Where removal is 
possible, it should be practiced by means of excision, the liga- 
ture, the galvano-cautery or thermo-cautery. The operation 
should be thorough and the choice of means will, in a large 
measure, depend upon the number and size of the tumors, as well 
as upon the personal preference of the operator. 

Molluscum fibrosum lasts throughout life. Sometimes it un- 
dergoes spontaneous involution, but such cases are rare. As a 
general rule, there is an increase which is slow and gradual and, 
after a certain length of time, this growth is stopped. 
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A. D. Williams, M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 

Fatal Haemorrhage from the Conjunctiva. — H. Schmidt- 
Rimpler gives the history (in Monatsschr, fiir Augenheilkunde) of 
a case wherein a child nine months of age, apparently healthy 
was suddenly and apparently spontaneously seized with haemor- 
rhage from the conjunctiva of the left upper lid. A slight 
haemorrhage took place, at the same time, from the nose and 
from behind the ear. The bleeding from these latter points was 
easily controlled, but that from the conjunctiva persisted in spite 
of all treatment, resort having been had to persulphate of iron, 
the actual cautery, clamps, etc. After the actual cautery, thg 
bleeding was checked for a few hours. The clamps would con- 
trol the haemorrhage while applied, but as soon as they were re- 
moved the flow recommenced. Of course they could not be kept 
on continuously without destruction of the lid. The child died 
on the tenth day. The child was evidently a ''bleeder," but 
there was no family history pointing in that direction, except 
that one uncle in early childhood had a serious haemorrhage from 
a leech bite, but that might occur in almo3tr any very young child. 
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Treatment of Ulcers of the Cornea. — In a former article 
on the treatment of keratitis I stated that this disease and ulcer- 
ation of the cornea are different stages of the same disease or 
condition. In ordinary keratitis there is at first an inflammation 
of a circumscribed spot in the cornea. Soon a whitish exudation 
of lymph takes place in the part. Later this exudation may 
and often does slough out, leaving a break or loss of substance 
in the surface of the cornea. Whenever this occurs keratitis has 
become ulceration. I cannot imagine how a loss of substance in 
the cornea can possibly take place without some pathological con- 
dition preceding it. Of course the change from keratitis to ul- 
ceration may be so sudden that the former may not be recog- 
nized, but it certainly precedes the ulceration. These facts 
point unmistakably to the proper treatment of ulceration, viz : 
with atropine locally applied. I know of nothing better ; and if 
anything is settled in ophthalmological therapeutics it is that 
atropine has, in some unknown manner, a definite, if not a specific 
curative action in these allied conditions, keratitis and ulceration 
of the cornea. I was, therefore, much surprised to note that 
Meyer, in his recent work on the eye (noticed in the Journal for 
November, 1887, p. 314), after giving the indications for treat- 
ment, says that these are best met by resting the eye and by 
instillation of pilocarpine or eserine solution, adding in substance 
that "atropine is to be used only when the eye is irritated." 
Now I have found that eserine and pilocarpine are almost sure to 
increase pain in painful ulceration, while atropine is an anodyne, 
besides having a positively curative effect upon the disease it- 
self. I therefore beg leave to express my doubts as to the value 
of Meyer's treatment or, at least, as to its superiority over that 
by atropine. 

Boracic Acid in Suppurative Conditions of the Middle 
Ear.— Doctors will difier, is an old and trite saying, but if any- 
body wants to know just how easy it is for them to do so, let him 
read in the last volume of the Transactions of the American Oto- 
logical Society, the debate on the value of boracic acid in the 
treatment of suppurative conditions of the middle ear. The mem- 
bers of this society seemed to be about equally divided on the 
question, one party advocating and the other as strenuously 
opposing its use in this class of diseases. As much as I know 
about doctors' disagreements I confess that I was surprised to 
see how widely men can differ as to the action of a drug which 
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has been in such general use for so long a time. Individually I 
am a strong advocate of the remedy in the class of diseases re- 
ferred to. It has acted so well and so uniformly in my hands 
that I rarely or never use anything else, and could scarcely wish 
for anything better. It has in my hands rarely failed to check 
promptly and dry up all the discharge, though occasionally I 
meet with a case in which neither it nor anything else will control 
suppuration. In such cases it is very probable that there is hid- 
den disease of the bone, somewhere, vfhich maintains the dis- 
charge of purulent matter. I notice that some of the physicians 
who took part in the discussion referred to, advised packing the 
external meatus full of the acid. This, in my judgment, should 
never be done. The powder should lie loosely in the bottom of 
the ear, as I have hitherto shown in speaking of the use of the 
agent in such cases (see the Journal for April, 1887, p. 245). 
When polypi and fungous granulations exist they should be de- 
stroyed with chromic acid before using the powdered boracic 
acid. Great care should be exercised in this proceeding, how- 
ever. 

Complete Paralysis of Fifth Nerve. — A. B. was a German 
soldier who served through the severest portion of the Franco- 
Prussian war. In the beginning of it he was stout and hearty, 
but after some time was seized with rheumatism and a continued 
fever, during the course of which his sight became impaired and 
he was discharged. Some months since he consulted me about 
his eyes, and on examining them I was surprised to find that the 
inside of the lids, the corners and the sclerotic of the left eye 
could be fingered, rubbed with the hand or instruments without 
causing any pain, or without causing the least reflex resistance. 
Examining further I found that the entire region supplied by the 
fifth nerve, on that side, was it. a similar condition, and that the 
nerve could be pricked, cut or pinched without occasioning the 
slightest sensation ! The ball was intensely red, but the redness 
was of a peculiar character, not inflammatory but that of passive 
congestion. The vessels were greatly enlarged but the blood 
moved sluggishly or scarcely at all through them. The conjunc- 
tiv» in like manner showed a solid blood-red appearance. The 
diagnosis was complete paralysis of the fifth nerve — the first case 
of the sort that I had ever seen or heard of. This case proves to 
mj mind that herpes zoster ophthalmicus is not caused, as usually 
supposed, by a paraytic affection of the fifth nerve, or this man 
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would have bad a bad case of it. Tbcre was, on the eontrarj, no 
sign of sucb trouble, and no history that there ever had been. 



ZTieOical progress. 

THERAPEUTICS. 

Salicylate of Sodium in Facial Neuralgia. — Dereum re- 
ports that in a case of facial neuralgia, rebellious to all usual 
treatment, he had had immediate amelioration and speedy cure 
from salicylate of sodium in thirty grain doses repeated every 
four hours. We have had good results from the drug in similar 
doses in hemicrania. 

New Methods of Refrigeration in the Treatment of 
Neuralgias. — Instead of an application of the spray ©f 
methylene chloride or other refrigerating agent, directly to the 
skin, Bailly recommends that it be received upon a tampon of 
dry, non-hygroscopic cotton or silk fibres. This stores the mat* 
erial and the refrigeration can be applied with it in the nicest 
manner. 

Elixir of Terpin. — Vigier recommends the following form- 
ula, which gives a stable preparation : 

Syrup of honey 
Glycerin, of each, 14 parts, 
Alcohol of 96°, 
Terpin, of each, 1 part. 

The dose is one tablespoonful. The terpin will remain in 
solution if a tablespoonful of the elixir be mixed with a glass of 
water, but a smaller amount precipitates it. 

Naphthalin in Cystitis. — Naphthalin has a marked germi- 
cidal property and as it is eliminated largely through the urine, 
it would seem to be a rational remedy in purulent cystites. Ex- 
periment in this direction bears out the reasoning, and proves 
that in the drug we have a most valuable remedy in all those 
urinary complaints in which pus and bacteria form a prominent 
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feature of the excretion. It should be given in good sized doses, 
80 that the gross amount ingested shall reach from 45 to 75 grains 
-daily. 

Extract of Coca in painful Affections of the Stomach. 
— M. Ardenne, of Toulouse, reports (Congress of French Phy- 
sicians) that he commenced to experiment with extract of coca 
erythroxylon in the month of November, 1885, directing his at- 
tention especially to its analgesic properties in painful affections 
of the stomach. The results were very precise and demonstrat- 
ed the great value of the remedy in this direction. It invariably 
and quickly suppresses pain in all forms of gastric troubles, act* 
ing promptly and surely when all else had failed. His formula 
for its exhibition is as follows : 

Extract of Coca 5 iij 

Syrup of Orange-flowers 5 iss 

Slippery-elm water enough to make g vi 

M. Dose from a teaspoonful to a tablespoonful, according to 
4ige, severity of symptoms etc., repeated every hour until pain is 
-suppressed. 

Inhalations of Sulphurous Acid in Tuberculosis.— In the 
•discussion of a paper read by Dujardin-Beaumetz before the 
Society de Therapeutique,on hypodermic injections of sulphurous 
■acid dissolved in liquid vaselin (by Villi's method) in the treat- 
ment of tuberculosis, the author of the paper stated that while 
he had obtained good results, so far as the diminution of bacilli 
was concerned, from these injections, much better apparently had 
been obtained from the inhalation of the gas after the manner 
used in the Cherbourg hospital. There (at Cherbourg) 20 grams 
(5 drams) of flowers of sulphur to each cubic metre of space 
was burned in a room. After the lapse of twelve hours the 
patients are caused to enter this chamber and remain there eight 
hours. Bacilli rapidly disappear from the expectorations, and 
the latter become white. The patients also sleep better, and in 
fact there is an amelioration of symptoms all along the line. . M. 
Yigier called attention to the fact that the same method, of 
•treatment had been very successfully used in whooping cough. 

The Treatment of Morphiomania. — Professor Ball states 
>that in the Asylum of St. Anne it has been found impracticable 
to treat morphiomania by complete and sudden suppression of 
the drug. The method found most certain and satisfactory waa 
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by gnulual suppreasion. Inaomnift and nervousness were com- 
bated by bromide and chloral. Heart aymptoms were treated 
by sulphate of sparteine in doses aggregating three (3) grains 
per diem. The dangers of complete and sudden suppression, 
aside from the tortures thus entailed, are very great — maob 
greater than the great body of practitioners are aware of. In a 
case cited by M. Ball, that of a woman who took from 15 to 20 
grains daily of hydrochlorate of morphine, abrupt and total snp- 
pression was followed by oollapses which necessitated immediate 
use of the drug. She was then put upon the gradual treatment 
and for six weeks she enjoyed perfect health. Just when the 
morphine had been reduced to a minimum and was about to be 
withdrawn altogether, the patient fell into a state of collapse and 
suddenly died. The autopsy revealed fatty degeneration of the 
heart, with incipient degeneration (fatty) of the muscular fibres, 
and of other organs, while the spleen, the liver, kidneys and 
nerve centres were surcharged with morphine. 

Spongy Platinum as an Oxidizing Agent in Therapeutics. 
— M. Onimus exhibited before the Academie de Medecine, at the 
stance of October 20th, an apparatus by means of which the at- 
mosphere may be saturated with a medicament, and at the same 
time an energetic artiflcial oxidation set up. The agent in the 
latter process was a mass of spongy platinum maintained in a 
glowing condition by the vapor of alcohol, eth- 
er, or essential oils. Like a Dobereiner lamp, 
the apparatus is automatic, the platinum be. 
ing kept at a red heat without inflaming the 
impinging gases. This conditionis, of course 
most favorable to oxidizing the substances 
brought into contact with the metal and thefor- 
mation ef ozone. The substances to be used 
therapeutically are dissolved in the alcohol, 
ether or mineral oils used for heating the plat. 
inum. In this manner an apartment can be 
rapidly and thoroughly'medicated and render.^ 
ed aseptic. In the sketch (Fig. 16) P is the 
spongy platinum, T the metallic wick carrier, and W the wick. 
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PATHOLOGICAL AND PHYSIOLOGICAL. ' 

Effects of a Milk-Diet on the Urea.— Accordipg to 
Chibret an exclusively milk- diet enornlously increases the relative 
amount of excreted urea. In some of his experiments the incre- 
ment was over sixty per cent, but the average result showed an 
augmentation of 35 per cent, throughout a very large number of 
experiments. 

Tuberculization by Inoculation of Cultivated Bacilli. 
— M. Daremberg reported to the Society de Biologie, (stance of 
October 16th, '87) the result of inoculations of tuberculous cul- 
tures, applied directly to the meninges by trepanation. In every 
instance, except one, the result was a general as well as a 
local tuberculosis. The exception was an animal (guinea-pig) 
inoculated with a very feeble culture, and in this case there was 
local tuberculosis alone. Death was rapid and certain in all the 
other cases, but it was noted that this rapidity of infection And 
death was in direct ratio to the freshness and activity of the cul- 
ture. In most of the cases the tuberculous nature of the lesions 
was patent to the unaided eye, while the microscope revealed the 
fact that the tissues were literally crowded with the bacilli of 
tuberculosis. 

Erectile Tissue of the Nasal Fossae. — Dr. Leon Arviset 
has just produced a remarkable study on this subject, and his 
work has been published by the Faculty of Lyons before whom 
it was read as a thesis for the degree of doctor medicinoe. His 
conclusions in brief are as follows : There exists in the mucosa 
of the nasal fossse a true erectile tissue, the seat of which is on 
the turbinated bones and the septum. Its erectile nature is de- 
monstrated by its method of development, the exhibition at cer- 
tain points of nascent capillaries which later assume a cavernous 
appearance ; by its structure, consisting of capillaries lined with 
endothelium and the formation of limited meshes by the trab- 
eculse enclosing smooth muscular tissue ; and finally, by its physi- 
ology which teaches us that these tissues become turgid under 
various excitations. It seems to be in a higher state of erectile 
development in wild animals than in those living in a domesticated 
state. In man this tissue is situated immediately beneath the 
epithelium of the pituitary mucosa, extending in depth to the 
bony skeleton and therefore occupying the entire thickness of 
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the mucosa, which at its surface presents few or no glands. The 
meshes of erectile tissue in man are narrow, superficially, and 
broaden as they descend. The efferent arterioles of the cavern- 
ous tissue of the turbinates are situated in the spongy structure 
of these bones. They are accompanied by a group of efferent 
venulse. The turgescence of the erectile tissue may be produced 
by direct excitation. There is a close relation between this 
turgescence and the genital functions and it is possible that in the 
lower ai^i/nals erection of the genitalia may be a reflex of the ex- 
citation of the nasal turgescence brought about by the odor of 
females la heat. At the surface of the cavernous body of the tur- 
binates there is a sensitive zone the excitation of which produces 
a reflex (sough. Any and all causes which congest the face lead 
to. turgescence, just as anaemia produces a contrary effect upon the 
erectile pituitary tissue. Since at the surface this mucosa is 
reduced to a simple layer of epithelium, a very great turgescence 
of the tissue may lead to a rupture of this layer and epistaxis is 
the result. The rhinoscope shows that the part occupied by the 
erectile tissue is most frequently the site of epistaxis. The great- 
er part of those epistaxes called ^^spontaneous," ^ idiopathic,*' 
^'plethoric," and ^^supplementary" are due to perforations of the 
corpora cavernosa of the nasal fossse, under the influence of an 
augmentation of tension in the vessels of the head. Hsemorrhage 
may be precipitated by the touch of the finger or by sternutation. 
Finally, we may say that in general any epistaxis produced by 
cephalic congestion arises from the erectile organs of the nasal 
fossae. The entire mechanism of epistaxis may be expressed in 
these words : perforation, by excess of pressure, at those points 
where the mucosa is at once the weakest and the most vascular. 

OBSTETRICS AND DISEASES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

Salicylate of Sodium in Whooping Cough. — Dr. 
Aumaitre says (in the Gazette Medicale de Nantes) that he had ex- 
cellent success with salicylate of sodium in whooping cough. 
The dose is I'rom two to three grains twice or thrice daily. 

CEdema of the Glottis of the New-born. — Vogt observed 
in an infant born at term, and the pregnancy of whose mother 
was marked by no accident (unless a superabundance of amniotic 
fluid might be so called ), a general anasarca. After a few con- 
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. Tolsive breaths the child died. At the autopsy, along with peri- 
tonitis and general anasarca, there was oedema of the glottis. 
This was the only case of the sort ever observed by him. 

Metritis in Virgins. — According to Bouton (Th4se de Paris, 
1887), metritis in virgins is of far more frequent occurrence 
than has hitherto been accepted, and further, that on account of 
the belief in the rarity of the affection, it is usually allowed to 
progress to stages of gravity without observance or even suspi- 
cion of its existence. The causes which may lead to metritis 
under such circumstances are varied, but one prime cause is 
uterine malformation. Whatever be the cause, however, the 
treatment should be radical, viz: progressive dilatation of the 
uterine neck. 

Treatment of Sialorrhoea of Pregnancy. — As Justus 
Schramm has remarked, ''of all the troubles of pregnancy, exces- 
sive salivation has received the least attention." The reason is, 
probably, that it rarely or never becomes a grave trouble, audits 
•duration is usually self -limited. A writer in the Berliner Klinische 
Wochenschrift has recently published a most excellent study on 
the subject, in which he discusses the various views advanced as 
to its etiology, pathology, etc., and gives in detail the history of 
the treatment of several very interesting cases. Without entering 
into the minutiae we may sum up the therapeutic results as fol- 
lows: 

Astringent gargles and coUutories ; no results whatever. 
Potassium iodide ; after twenty-four days of trial, no results. 
Atropine ; caused a diminution of flow which lasted while the 
medicament was used. At no time did this diminution approach 
-even a cessation ef the flow, or the normal standard of sali- 
vation. 

Duboisinine — the same as atropine. 

Galvanism of the sympathetic caused a sensible diminution of 
the flow, controlling it measurably, but never quite stopping 
it. This would indicate that the phenomenon is an uterine 
reflex. 

Pilocarpine, so ardently recommended by Labbe and Davesau, 
had apparently no effect. 

Bromide of potassium, from the very moment of its exhibition, 
showed itself to be the long sought drug. Under its influence the 
flow of saliva rapidly and steadily decreased and reached a min- 
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imam in a few hours. The strength of the patient, sadly invaded 
by the constant drain and its attendant annoyances, rapidly re- 
turned. As to the dosage, it must be regulated to the exigencies 
of the case. 

Gravity of Haemorrhage from the Genital Organs dur- 
ing Gestation. — The appearance of a haemorrhage from the 
genital organs during the last months of pregnancy has hitherto 
always been associated by obstetricians with placenta previa. 
While, says M. Legry (hi Le Progr^ M4dical) it is true that thia 
form of haemorrhage is due in a large number of cases to a vic- 
ious attachment of the placenta, it is well to remember that in a 
certain proportion of cases the etiology is entirely different. In 
the latter category we must place haemorrhages due to the rup- 
ture of varices of the external genitalia. The ttue source of 
the flow of blood is often overlooked, and the result is the more 
deplorable because promptness of intervention is so frequently 
the only possible hope of salvation. To illustrate the truth of 
the observation M. Legry gives the history of a case which we will 
not reproduce here, in which the rupture of a minute varix on 
the internal face of one of the labia minora gave rise to a 
haemorrhage so excessive that in the space of less than three 
hours the patient was reduced to a condition of complete col- 
lapse. She was saved by energetic and careful treatment, but 
the extreme gravity of the case seemed so illy proportioned to 
the apparent triviality of the cause, that M. Legry searched up 
the literature of the subject. Outside of the cases cited by 
Budin (nine in all) he found but four others reported (two each 
by Young and Berthod), or a total of thirteen, of which nine, or 
nearly 70 pei' cent were fatal. The excessive abundance of the 
haemorrhage was a marked feature in every case. The bleeding 
had come on spontaneously in some of the cases, and in others 
it was due to traumatisms so slight as to have been almost imper- 
ceptible at the moment of lesion — a pin-scrateh, for instance. 
In several of the cases the haemorrhage was so rapid that the 
patient died before medical aid could be summoned. In the four 
recoveries which were noted, only one owed her life to spontan- 
eous cessation of haemorrhage. The error of diagnosis which is 
likely to be made in these cases is, as suggested above, the 
promptness to attribute flows of blood under such circumstances 
to placenta preoia. Vaginal tamponment would in these cases 
have but little or no beneficial effect— possibly a slight checking 
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due to pressure above the point of lesion. Accoucheurs and 
surgeons called in cases of sudden and profuse haemorrhages oc- 
curring during the latter part of gestation, therefore, should in 
all cases make a most careful examination of the external geni« 
talia, and satisfy themselves that the flow is not due to rupture 
of varices thereon. 



SURGERY. 



Suture of the Urethra. — M. Lueas-Championiere read be- 
fore the Soci6te de Chirugie, stance of October 26th, the history 
of two cases of transverse ruptures of the urethra which had been 
treated by him by trimming off the lacerated portion and sutur-^ 
ing the approximated ends. The results were excellent, and the 
distinguished reporter thinks that the urethra may frequently be 
sutured after wounds in which hitherto the suture has been neg- 
lected. 

Hot Water Irrigations in Grave Epistaxes. — Dr. Alvin, 
of Mont Dore, gives the history (in La Loire M4dicale) of a case 
of epistaxis which had lasted forty-eight hours, resisting al^ 
methods usually resorted to, even complete plugging, until the^ 
patient was well-nigh spent. The doctor then bethought him- 
self of hot water and by the aid of an English nasal irrigator he 
irrigated the nasal cavity with water heated to 65*=* or 70^ C (150^ 
to 160® F. ). In three minutes the water came back clear and free- 
from blood, showing that the flow was arrested. The irrigation 
was not painful, and as the upper lip was protected by a heavy 
moustache it was not burned by the water. The irrigation waa 
repeated as a precautionary measure twice during the evening, 
and there was no return of haemorrhage. [The use of hot irriga^ 
tions has long been resorted to in uterine haemorrhages and there- 
is no reason why it should not be equally serviceable in epistaxis,. 
There is no need of raising the temperature to the figure named, 
however, 115° to 120° F. being quite suflScient.— Eds. St.. L. M.. 
& S. Journal.] - 
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Book HeDteiDS. 

Treatise on Human Physiology. For the Use of Students 
and Practitioners of Medicine. By Henrt C. Chapman, M. 
D., 8 vo. pp. 946. [Phila. : Lea Brothers & Co. 1887. 

The author has presented, in this volume, an interesting re- 
-fiume of physiology given in a pleasant style. He has largely 
^rawn upon the standard writers on the subject, utilizing their il- 
lustrations, a profusion of the latter being scattered throughout 
the text. The work gives evidence of much painstaking labor, as 
well as a conscientious desire to write a useful book. It is evi- 
-dent that the author is not an expert physiologist so far as mak- 
ing original experiments and investigations is concerned, but he 
has acquired the knowledge of what the student requires and he 
has endeavored to supply this and has fairly succeeded in his 
self-imposed task. 

A subject which he has entirely overlooked and one which is 
occupying considerable attention at the hands of anatom- 
ists and physiologists, at present, is the karyokinesis of cells. 
Ever since the classic work of Walther Flemming appeared, at- 
tention has been drawn to this process which is a most important 
addition to the subject of cell proliferation and which is the best 
explanation of the process which has yet been offered. It un- 
derlies all the processes of cell reproduction and we are surprised 
at such an important omission, in a work which, in other respects, 
is so good. 

In general the work is to be commended, as a text-book and 
as a handy compilation for ready reference. The purely tech- 
nical details of physiological experimentation are given in a 
thoroughly simple manner and the information to be derived is 
sound. 

The typography and mechanical work is good, but the proof- 
reader has let quite a large number of errors creep into the book. 
A few taken at random are Kolliker for Kolliker and Mtdler 
for Miiller, which seem to be regarded as interchangeable. Some 
of the French and German references, in the foot-notes, are won- 
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derf ul in their orthography, but otherwie^ the book presents a 
very good appearance. 



literary Xloks. 

^ Book Reviews. — Owing to the space taken up by the index 
to Vol. LI II. we are compelled to omit promised reviews of sev- 
eral works received during October and November. 

Society for Ethical Culture. — The first annual report of 
this society is at hand, and shows that the ethieal idea has taken 
firm hold in our community and is here to stay. Every physi- 
cian in the city should become a member of the society, as there 
is nothing inconsistent between its principles and those of true 
Christianity, or true Judaism. 

Therapeutics of Infancy and Childhood. — Messrs. J. B. 
Lippincott & Co. , the publishers of the Archives of Pediatrics^ 
announce that with the January number of that journal they will 
begin the publication of a series of articles on the therapeutics of 
infancy and childhood from the pen of Dr. A. Jacobi. The articles 
will be well worth reading and preserving, and will prove a val- 
uable contribution on a subject of which the author is an acknowl- 
edged master. 

Medical Communications to the Massachusetts Med- 
ical Society. — ^This volume is worthy of the old and eminent 
society which issues it, containing, as it does, nine papers, any one 
of which would relieve any annual report of the charge of medioc- 
rity. The annual discourse, on the "Position of the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society, its Eelations to Medical Progress,the Com- 
munity and its Fellows," by George J. Townsend, M. D., is es- 
pecially well worth reading for the ideas advanced as to the true 
position which should be occupied by a representative medical 
society. 
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Reprints. — The following reprints worthy of note have been 
received during the month, and their authors have our thanks for 
the courtesy : Treatment of Pulmonary Consumption, by Thos. 
J. Mays, M. D. ; removal of Two Osteomataof Orbit, by Joseph 
Andrews, M. D. {New York Medical Record^ Sept. 3rd, '87) ; 
Address at the Opening of Memphis Medical College, by T. J. 
<]Jrofford, M. D. {Miss. Valley Med. Monthly) ; Anatomy and 
Physiology of the Recurrent Larnygeal Nerves, by Franklin 
Hooper, M. D. {N. T. Medical Journal) ; Hay Fever, by Seth 
Bishop, M D. {JonmaX Amer. Med. Association). 

Early Australian Voyages. — Messrs. Cassell & Co. have 
done a good work for the great reading public who have not time 
to frequent the public libraries, or money to buy high-priced 
books, in the institution of their National Library. Under this 
title they publish some standard works every week, at the uni- 
form price of ten cents for each number, or a subscription price 
f>f five dollars per annum. The latest addition to this list is Early 
Australian Voyages, including those of Pelsart, Tasmann and 
Dampier, by John Pinkerton. In these days of rapid ocean travel 
the book has a flavor of good, old salt-water sailing that is sim- 
ply delicious. 

The Factors of Evolution. — This great essay of Herbert 
Spencer is the latest of Fitzgerald's republications, being the Oc- 
tober number of the Humboldt Library. To those who have kept 
abreast of the advances made in the natural sciences, especially 
those bearing on the theory of evolution as advanced by Darwin, 
it will prove a most efficient brief, summing up in that masterly 
manner for which its author is noted, every fact which bears upon 
the subject, and placing them all at the fingers ends. To those who 
have not read up the works of the last few years, especially those 
which have elapsed since Darwin's death, the work will prove a 
revelation, so clear, so sharp and concise are the statements made 
therein and so convincing the deductions therefrom. The work 
will be mailed free to any address for fifteen cents. 

Four Months Among the Surgeons of Europe. — ^Dr. 
Senn, the well-known surgeon of Milwaukee, whose letters from 
Europe, addressed to Dr. Fenger and printed in the Journal of 
the American Medical AssociaMonj made such pleasant reading to 
the stay-at-homes last summer, has collected these letters and 
republished them in a 12-mo pamphlet form, under the above 
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caption. Each letter in this little volume describes currente 
ccUamOy a visit to some great British or Continental centre of med- 
ical work and education, with pen-pictures of the men who are 
leaders in the various branches of medical science in them — men 
whose names are household words with physicians the world over. 
The volume is provided with a comprehensive index, and besides 
being pleasant and profitable reading, is valuable as a reference 
hand-book to the hospitals, etc., visited by Dr. Senn. It may be 
obtained, we suppose, from the JbwmoZ of the Association, though 
this is a matter of conjecture, as the volume gives no information 
on the subject. 

Women's Work. — ^This is the title of a new sixteen-page 
quarto, monthly, published at Athens, Ga., and of which the 
first number made its appearance on our table among the No- 
vember journals. It is edited by Mrs. E. R. Tennent, of Mari- 
etta, Ga., assisted by a number of ladies whose names are already 
familiar to readers of farm, horticultural, domestic and fashion 
papers. It is devoted, as its name implies, to the interests and 
employments of women, in every walk and sphere of life, from 
the scullery to the drawing-room, and from the sewing machine 
operator or cigarette girl to the confidential counting-room man- 
ager. The first number certainly bespeaks fortthe journal a wide 
circulation among women, for it is full of things which they should 
know and in which they delight. We wish it all the success that 
it deserves, which is saying a good deal. We would beg the ed- 
itors and managers, however, to beware of a rock which has 
wrecked many another promising publication of the sort, and 
caused them to be tabooed from homes presided over by modest 
and careful mothers, viz : the admission into the pages of their 
journal advertisements of quack medicines and of an otherwise 
shady nature. We observe one such advertisement in a prom- 
inent place in the journal before us. 

The Mississippi Teacher. — One of the most cheering signs 
of the progress which is being made in educational matters 
throughout the South is the appearance, here and there, in the 
older States, of journals devoted to school and college matters, — 
journals in which the advancement of the standard of education 
is the prime object, and which discuss all questions pertaining to 
the public school system as simply incidents, or as means to an 
end. Such a journal is the one whose name heads this paragraph. 
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and of which the initial number has been received by U6. The 
Teacheris an eighteen-page quarto monthly , published at Meridian^ 
MisB., and edited by Mr. Andrew J. Kincannon, a gentleman who- 
occupies a prominent place in the public school system of Missis- 
sippi, and who brings to his work a degree of earnestness that' 
augurs well for the success of his journal — especially as the latter 
is, as we are informed, instituted on a sound financial basis. The 
number before us consists entirely of original matter, mostly es- 
says and communications from teachers, addressed to teachers,, 
and on the subject of teaching, as would naturally be expected. 
It makes a neat and handsome appearance, being printed with 
new type on good paper ; but we will be pardoned for saying that 
it betrays a carelessness in proof reading, especially as to spell- 
ing and punctuation, which is sadly out of place in an educa- 
tional jeurnal. However, time will remedy this, and we sincerely 
hope that the new journal will have a long, useful and prosperous- 
career. 



The American Association for the Cure of Inebriety^ 

held its regular semi-annual meeting at the Turkish Bathi 
Hotel, Brooklyn, on Nov. 9th, last. The President's address^, 
"On the Responsibility of Inebriety," delivered by Dr. Jos. Par- 
rish, of Burlington, N. J., was a very able paper. 

Our Exchanges are quite fond of quoting a few laudatory 
sentences which Robert Louis Stevenson has written anent the 
fraternity. It is evident, however, that Mr. Stevenson has only 
met a few doctors and has generalized from particulars. 

The New York Medical Association, at its last meeting 
rescinded the restriction upon members in regard to publishing 
their papers in medical journals prior to their appearance in the 
transactions. Sensible Society! 

Our Oldest Subscribers.— Dr. J. M. Dunlap, of High 
Point, Mo., is the oldest subscriber to the Journal that we know 
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of. He has taken it for thirty-Jive consecutive years, without 
missing a number. May he live long enough to take it thirty-five 
years more. Dr. N. Smith, of Kingston, Mo., has taken the 
Journal since 1856. 

Morphiomania in the LiOwer Animals. — It is stated that 
monkeys, dogs and other animals that remain for any length of 
time around the opium dens of China and Cambodia soon betray 
a marked morphiomania. When these animals are deprived of 
their opium for a day or two they display all the phenom- 
ena which are exhibited by their masters under similar circum- 
stances. 

TheTri-State Medical Association of Mississippi, Arkan- 
sas and Tennessee met at Memphis, November 7th, last, and con- 
tinued in session for two days. The meeting was quite a suc- 
cessful one. 

The Illinois State Board of Health has pursued a number 
of ^ ^Indian doctors" and other quacks with a sharp stick, of late. 
The result has been that they migrated to our glorious State, where 
they are allowed to flourish in tranquility. 

The Southern Illinois Medical Association will hold its 
thirteenth semi-annual meeting at Cairo, Ills., Thursday, Decem- 
ber 1st, next, and continue two days. The officers of this thriv- 
ing society are : President, Dr. A. Wetmore, of Waterloo ; First 
Vice-President, Dr. F. M. Agner, of Wacanda ; Second Vice-Pres- 
ident, Dr. F, S. Dodds, of Anna ; Secretary, Dr. W. H. Perry, of 
Carterville ; Treasurer, Dr. L. Dyer, of DuQuoin. The present 
meeting promises to be a very successful one. 

A Chinese Remedy for Croup. — The formula of Tcheng- 
Ke-Tang is as follows: "Take from an old wall seven big spider 
webs, two of which at least should contain living spiders. Mash 
them up together (the webs and spiders) and add to the mass (or 
mess, we should say) about two scruples of alum dissolved in as 
little water as possible. Cook the whole over the fire until dry, 
and then increase the heat to incineration. The incinerated residue 
is powdered very fine and the powder is blown into the throat 
with a little bamboo cane. This is a sure cure." In short, the 
Chinese use burnt alum. 

Cantankerousness Rebuked. — The little medical journal 
recently started at Pittsburgh, Pa., which has been trying to 
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write itself into a little cheap notoriety by sneering at the Inter- 
national Medical Congress, and abasing or impugning the mo- 
tives of older and better journals, receives another dressing down 
in the last number of the New England Medical MontMy, Dr. 
Wile tells this cantankerous bantling that if it would cease carp- 
ing at the work of others, drop the role of self -elected censor of 
the entire medical press, and do a little honest work, it might have 
some chance to reach a second birth-day. These are not his 
words, but convey the meaning of his article, — all of which, we 
may add, is sound Yankee sense. 

Tansy Madness in Rabbits. — The essence of tansy 
{tanxicetum vtUgare), says M. Hay em, has a more rabifying ef- 
fect upon the rabbit than does the actual hydrophobic virus. 
Under its influence the mild and harmless animal becomes savage 
and attempts to bite everything that comes near. The anatom- 
ical lesions are identical with those produced by true rabies, viz : 
subpleural haemorrhage, sanguineous infarcts of the liver, and 
bloody spumous mucosities of the trachsea and bronchi,— all of 
which are due to medullary and especially bulbar excitation, and 
excitation of the pneumogastrics. These lesions may exist with- 
out rabic poison and are sometimes the result of simple meningites. 
Fortunately this form of rabies — the rabies cunictUi tanaceticus is 
not infectious, any more than is the tetanus of strychnine poison- 
ing. 

The Mask Torn Off, is the expressive headingof an able edi- 
torial in the American Lancet for November, signed with the ini- 
tials ''B. W. P." It handles without gloves the recent impudent 
and ungrateful publications of Dr. Squibb in regard to prepara- 
tions other than his own, and their use by physicians. We took 
occasion some months ago to express ourselves somewhat in the 
same manner about the pretentious utterances of this man, and 
therefore feel that however severe the criticisms of *' B. W. P." 
may be, they are richly merited by him whom they excoriate. 
Simmered down, the fact is that Squibb is finding that others 
beside himself can and do make good and pure drugs and chem- 
icals, and having so long led the medical profession of this country 
by the nose, he hopes by his impudent assertions to retain his 
hold upon them. We say this, fully recognizing the good that he 
has done in the past, but giving him credit only for that honesty 
which he found to be the best policy. Of one thing he may be 
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assured — the medical profession will not be scolded by him into 
purchasing his wares when they can find others equally good, 
if not better, and at more reasonable rates. 

Death by Hanging. — At the recent Congress of French 
Physicians, held at Toulouse, M. Gosse, of Geneva, reported two 
cases of suspension by the neck analogous to those reported at 
the Congress of Nancy, last year. In both these cases the sui- 
cides (for such they were) had so arranged the lines that there 
was no compression of the anterior face of the neck, and death 
could therefore not be attributed to strangulation proper, but to 
cerebral congestion due to compression of the jugulars. With 
a scientific ^rdor rarely found, M. Gosse repeated on himself the 
experiment of suspension with a rope arranged as in the cases 
alluded to, and reported his sensations up to loss of conscious- 
ness. He states in brief that the conpression of the jugulars 
produced a sensation of heat in the head, a burning of the skin 
of the face and roaring in the ears, but no pain. Loss of con- 
sciousness ensued in a very short time — less than three minutes. 
It is easy to comprehend that in such cases the post-mortem 
would reveal no pulmonary lesions due to the act itself. 

Some Ignorant Anatomists. — That most excellent jour- 
nal for children and grown folks alike. Wide Awake, in the course 
of an article by C. F. Holden says: " In the fifteenth century 
numbers of fossil elephants were discovered, which, with hardly 
«n exception, were considered giants ; and one excavated in Dau- 
phine, during the reign of Louis XIII., caused more controversy 
than any subject, political or scientific, of the time. All classes 
x)f scientific men were arrayed against each other ; the two parties 
being divided as to whether the bones were those of an elephant 
or of the giant Teutobochus. Later, in 1577, the inhabitants of 
Lucerne, Switzerland, announced to the world that a giant had 
been found in their precincts. The announcement was made by 
a distinguished man of science. Prof. Felix Plater Baele, who ex- 
amined the remains by order of the Council, and reported as 
above ; and forthwith the eminent professor was requested to 
make a design of the giant restored, which he did, giving the fig- 
ure of a man about twenty feet in height, and this the proud pop- 
ulace adopted to support the arms of the city. The design and 
some of the bones can still be seen in the College of Jesuits at 
Lucerne. But when the anatomist Blumenbach examined the 
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bones he immediately pronounced them those of an elephant, 
much to the mortification of some, while others held out for the 
giant. 

The French Physicians and the next International 
Medical Congress. — A speck of war has already arisen on 
the horizon of the next International Medical Congress. In- 
deed, so far as France is concerned, the tocsin has already sound- 
ed, and its clangor is mingling, even now, with the echoes of 
" beautiful rucktion" which the late affair created in the ranks 
of the profession in this country. The cause of complaint, on the 
part of our Gallic friends is, of course, the choice of Berlin^ 
instead of Paris, as the next place of meeting ; and the French 
journals are just now very busy trying to find a scape-goat upon 
whom to lay the blame for the failure to secure the Congress. 
The Progr^ MMical arraigns the authorities, — the political party 
in power, and declares that it was due to negligence and to the 
unaccountable apathy of the great physicians of France. While 
we can understand that there would naturally be a little pique in 
the inatter, we must confess that there is also something ridicu- 
lous in the present attitude of these journals, and presumably in 
the ranks of the profession in France. It reminds one of chil- 
dren who *'get mad," pout and "won't play," because the game 
does not exactly suit them. Altogether there is something hum- 
iliating to the thoughtful medical man in the spectacle which the 
profession has presented to the world in regard to these con- 
gresses in the past and in the present. What could have been 
more digusting and disenchanting to the fair-minded and intelli- 
gent laymen of our country, than the miserable professional 
bickerings which marked the entire period of preparation for the 
Washington Congress? We sincerely hope that long ere 1890 
our French confreres will have gotten over the present ill-humor 
and will be present in force in Berlin and take that prominence 
in the councils there which belongs to them by right of their 
great skill and learning. We are sure that the Germans will meet 
them more than civilly, if they do. 

Hysteria in the Male — the Aissaouas. — M. Just Lucas- 
Championniere has recently published in the Archives de Neuro- 
logic a study of Hysteria in the Male, in the course of which he 
describes certain characteristics of the Aissaouas ©r«* 'whirling 
dervishes," whom he had many oppqrtunities of observing in 
Algeria. As noticed by almost all travelers and writers, the peo- 
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pies of Northern Africa partake of the characteristics of the 
Orientals, and have in a l?irge degree that peculiar lack of sus* 
•ceptibility to pain which is one of the marked idiosyncrasies of 
the true Oriental. He accounts for this by saying that they are 
more susceptible to nervous phenomena — more impressionable, 
owing, no doubt, to their mode of life and the climate of the 
country. All surgeons who have served in Algeria have noted 
the fact that the natives will endure without a groan or a sign of 
suffering, operations of the severest description. As Dr. Bruch 
remarked, *'they submit to an operation exactly as though it were 
being performed on somebody else." This indifference is not, 
however, due to that fortitude which enables a brave man to 
endure pain and suppress outward signs of it ; nor is it even akin 
to this stoicism, as has been imagined by some writers. They do 
mot betray under these circumstances that involuntary muscular 
oontraction, that reflex shrinking which is present in the case of 
the brave man who suffers, but suppresses his emotions. They 
have, rather, the appearance of absolutely not feeling the pain, 
and they do not complain siifiply because they do not suffer. 
Their mental impressionability, on the contrary, is far greater 
than ours. Their imagination is always on the alert ; individual'- 
ly and collectively they undergo emotional excitations which are 
unknown to us. Their nervous system is in a state of constant 
exaltation, due no doubt to the fact of their living on food, which 
in quantity and quality is worse than that of the poorest and 
most miserable among us. Life is a perpetual fast or mortifica- 
tion of the flesh, and we know the effects of this, as exemplified, 
in religious communities, ascetics and devotees. The question of 
race, therefore, has much to do in the feats of the Aissaouas, 
who by long training and special methods finally reach the point 
■of insensibility to pain necessary in the exercises to which they 
are addicted. Monotonous and deafening music, rhythmic balanc- 
ing of the head, fixation of vision on luminous objects, inhalation 
of odoriferous vapors, etc., are adjuncts contributing to this con? 
dition of exaltation. While race plays so important a part in the 
qualities mentioned, there are, of course, certain individuals in 
overy community, in whom these are developed in a far higher 
-degree than in others, and those are the ones usually chosen for 
the performance of special feats of endurance. In a perform- 
ance of which we were spectators there were grouped many of 
the parapharnalia of hypnotism. A taper or flambeau occupied 
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the centre of the court and formed a point around which they 
volved in rhythmical movements. It is aknost always there, and 
in their intricate gyrations they maintain the eyes fixed upon the 
flame ; where the flambeau is not used its place is filled by a 
brazier of live coals, or more frequently a pyramid of highly 
polished daggers or sword-blades. The movements have two^ 
constant features - the implantation of regular, rhythmic blows on 
the bulb and on the head, accompanied by a swinging of the 
body forward and backward. The principle movement however 
is the rotating of the head. The result seems easy of analysis. 
After ' 'dancing" awhile the dervishes halt, their bodies covered 
with sweat, the face congested, the eyes haggard and suffused. 
They utter cries which resemble somewhat the bleat of the fallow 
deer, but which are essentially hysterical. Their condition is, in 
fact, that of artificial hysteria, during which the individual attains 
a condition of nervous insensibility. This is most evident, for as 
we have remarked, a brave man may suppress for a short time all 
external evidences of pain, but no matter how great his will and 
determination this suppression is relatively of short duration ; 
but with these aissaouas, however long the dance and tortures con-* 
tinue (and they sometimes last for hours) there is absolutely no 
sign, either of countenance or of body which would indicate that 
the dancers had the least sensation of pain ; and yet some of the 
tortures must be extremely painful or would be so to us, or to 
persons not in their condition. Such, for instance, are the cut& 
and slashes made across the lips and nose, the lying down on 
leaves of the Barbary fig, and even chewing these leaves. The 
insensibility is accompanied by a phenomenon common enough 
among hysterical persons, viz : the wounds made by the pricks 
and cuts do not bleed at all or but very slightly. This is a feat- 
ure which constantly attracts the attention of European observe 
ers. The dervishes will constantly exhibit to you wounds in 
which instruments have passed entirely through a part, but which 
leave scarcely a trace of blood. Nevertheless there is sometimes^ 
though rarely, an abundant haemorrhage, as when a superficial 
artery or vein is severed. The rarity of this is due to the fact 
that the dervishes are aware of the parts of great vascularity and 
avoid wounding them. They pretend in many instances to be in- 
vulnerable, or to enjoy an immunity froni the effects of the most 
fool-hardy experiments. That they are sometimes mistaken and 
go too far with their ''temptings of providence*' is shown by 
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some of the preparations in the museum of the Jaffa Hospital. 
Among others there is a stomach of a dervish who had swallowed 
some nails, the result of which was death from perforation. The 
dervishes preserve consciousness a trifle better than true hysteri- 
cals in their attacks. This conservation, however, is a matter of 
degree, since it is far more marked in some than in others. In their 
dances the chief musician always keeps an eye upon certain 
dancers, and the moment that their movements betray a loss of 
conscience (by becoming irregular, too vigorous, etc.), he checks 
them by stopping the music and the dance until the dancers are 
in a condition to recommence. This is usually very soon, since 
the period of excitation is quite transitory. When this is the case 
the dervish usually recommences the entire programme of per- 
formances through which he must pass to arrive at the condition 
which he started out to produce. The seance over, tbe Aissaoua 
rapidly regains the normal state, the hysteria passing off in an 
astonishingly short time. Another proof that the condition is one 
of hysteria are the convulsions which seize the dancers. I wit- 
nessed two attacks, violent but short, of convulsions, and a cur- 
ious fact was that the chief suppressed them by the historical 
method of pressure made upon the stomach, produced by kneel- 
ing by the side of the patient and pressing his hands, closed as 
in a fisticuff, directly over the stomach — an easy proceeding as 
the patient was almost entirely naked. The convulsion yielded 
almost instantly. The attack was not a part of the programme 
and the companions of the patients sought to conceal them from 
view by getting close up around them. 



local ZtTebical TXlatkvs. 

A Benedict. — Dr. G. Hurt, (familiarly called * 'Father Gar- 
land," by his intimate friends) has taken unto himself a wife. 
Long may they live in peace and plenty. 

Beer- Waiters. — One would scarcely expect that a professor 
in a medical college would make a good **beer-8linger,*' yet it is 
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a fact that «ome of them handle the mugs as if them were vised 
to it. 

Swallowed a Diaper-Pin. — One of our looal physicians 
was recently called to see a ten months infant who had swallowed 
a diaper pin of the '^safety" pattern. He advised the mother to 
keep on the diaper and the pin would soon find its proper place, 
— and it did. 

At the Alumni Meeting of the St. Louis Medical College 
it was whispered that several of the graduates were intentionally 
omitted from the list of invitations to that meeting because they 
were connected with other colleges. If this be true they will 
look upon the cUma m<xter as an unkind step-mother. 

A New Theory of Percentages. — The shop-keeper who 
doubled hi? money and claimed that he made only one per cent, 
has a counterpart (if the druggists are to be believed) in a young 
Washington Avenue oculist who insists that a four per cent solu- 
tion of atropine means four grains of the drug to the ounce. 
One of his prescriptions went to the vrrong druggist a day or two 
ago, and his patient came very near crossing the divide. 

The City Comptroller is reported to have said, in an inter- 
view recently published in the Republican, that the Health De- 
partment was wasting money, and that it did not make proper use 
of the fair (?) supply of money which it was receiving. The 
Comptroller seems to have arrived at the brilliant conclusion that 
the Health Department is one of the branches of the Municipal 
Government which can be run on the same kind of motive power 
which lends force to some of the others — wind. 

Was it Intentional? — When the meeting of the Alumni, of 
the St. Louis Medical College was called, several prominent mem- 
bers of the local profession, who claim that school as their Alma 
Mater, failed to receive an invitation to be present. As they are in 
good standing and honorable men, it seems queer that they should 
not have been invited, if the purpose of reorganizing the asso- 
ciation is to bring the graduates into friendly relations with 
each other. We hardly think that the prime movers in the reor- 
ganization would intentionally slight graduates whose professional 
ability can but shed lustre upon the institution from which they 
graduated. 

St. Louis Medical College Alumni. — Pursuant to a call 



1887.] Local Medical Matters. 389 

K^bout fifty graduates of the St. Louis Medical College met and 
effected a reorganization of the Alumni Association. The fol- 
lowing officers were chosen : 

Dr.G. F. Hulbert, Prestdent, 

Du A. H. Meisenbach, Vice-President. 

Dr. Benj. Primm, Recording Secretary, 

Dr. N. Guhmann, Treasurer. 

Dr. Frank Heitzig, Librarian. 
Committee of arrangements : Dr. I. N. Love, Chairman ; W. 
Townsend Porter, H. Hodgen, C. V. F. Ludwig, R. Lowry, 
and A. S. McCarty. The association will meet every three months 
and will have for its object the advancement of the popularity of 
a three-year course of medical instruction, besides social features. 
Refreshments were served and those present had a very enjoy- 
able time. 

The State Anatomical Board. — ^In accordance with the law, 
the professors and demonstraters of the various Medical Colleges 
of the State held a meeting in this city, on the evening of Nov. 
14th last. There were present Drs. A, C. Bernays, A. V. L, 
Brokaw, F. R. Fry, J. L. Ingram, J. W. McCandless, W. B. Mor- 
gan, A. B. Stickney, C. A. Todd and J. W. Vaughan, of St, Louis, 
and £. R. Lewis, of Kansas City, the last representing the Kansas 
City Colleges. St. Joseph was represented by a letter and Colum- 
bia by proxies. The only business of any importance which was 
transacted was the election of officers, which resulted as follows : 

President^ Dr. E. R. Lewis, of Kansas City. 

1st Vice President^ Dr. J. M. Heddens, of St. Joseph. 

2nd Vice-President^ Dr. I. N. Moss, of Columbia. 

3rd Vice-President^ Dr. W. B. Morgan, of St. Louis. 

Secretary^ Dr. A. C. Bernays, of St. Louis. 

Assistant Sectrtary, Dr. J. McCandless, of St. Louis. 

Treasurer^ Dr. J. L. Ingram, of St. Louis. 
The next regular meeting of the Board will be held at Kansas 
City during the sessions of the Missouri State Medical Associa- 
tion. , 

Vital Statistics for October.— The report of Health Com- 
missioner Dudley shows that in spite of diphtheria, a heavier 
number of deaths from violence, and a largely increased popu- 
lation, the month of October just past shows a remarkable de- 
crease in the rhortality bill -764, against 821, during the corres- 
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ponding period of the preceding year. When it is remembered 
that during two weeks of this time St. Louis contained from 
three to four hundred thousand strangers, that the first week's 
festivities were celebrated in an almost steady down-pour of 
cold rain, the actual decrease of seven and one-half per cent is 
an extraordinary showing, and one which should attract more 
than passing attention. As has been the case for some time, 
diphtheria is responsible for by far the largest number of deaths 
due to any single disease, viz: a total of 115 deaths, or 15 per 
cent of the entire mortality. Of this number seventy-four were 
under five years of age, seventy-two being white and two color- 
ed. Membranous croup is accredited with eighteen deaths, 
against thirty in October 1886. Taken by colors, there were 
sixty-eight negroes to six-hundred and ninety-six whites. Of the 
fifty deaths by violence there were eleven suicides, one homicide 
and thirty-six fatal accidents, beside two deaths from surgical 
operations. The ' 'accidental" roll was run up by the mysterious 
Market street explosion, which burned eleven persons. The num- 
ber of births reported during October was nine hundred and 
thirty-eight of which nine hundred were white and thirty-eight 
colored. It will be noticed that while the negro death rate is ten 
per cent of that of the whites the birth rate is only about four 
per cent. 

NECROLOGICAL. 

Moses Gunn.— This eminent surgeon passed away at his 
home, in Chicago, on the 4th of November, aged sixty-five years. 
From the numerous notices of his death in the local press we 
learn that Dr. Gunn was in his sixty-fifth year when stricken 
down. He graduated at Geneva Medical College in 1846, and 
commenced the practice of medicine in the then little village 
of Ann Arbor, Michigan. Here he became connected with the 
Michigan State University and took the chair of anatomy, oc- 
cupying the same until nearly the outbreak of the war between the 
States. He served as surgeon during the latter, and after its 
close settled in Chicago, where he remained until his recent de- 
mise. At the time of his death he occupied the chair of surgery 
in the Rush Medical College. The last time that we saw him in 
life was at the American Association meeting at Chicago last June^ 
on which occasion he had every appearance of health and vitality 
and bade fair to last many years. 
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